X3 Cel, 00ypeBaeMblii COMHEHUSIMH, JIET Ha JI0Ke U 3aKPhII I'71a3a. [leHb, MPOBEeIEHHBIN BHE IBOPIIA,
YTOMHUTI ero G0JIbllle, YeM Iiejible CYTKU 3aHSTHH BO BHYTPEHHEeH IIKoJIe.

I'maBHOeE, BO CHe... BHOBb IIOCJIBIIIIAJICS TOT CaMbIM 3HAKOMEIY IIjIay!

— INnak-maak, HAaMEeCTHUK LIeJIbll IeHb He obpalllal Ha MeHs BHUMaHH, KakK &Ke MHe rpycTHo, QAQ!
— [Inak-nnak, s Takas Xpynkas, a HaMeCTHHUK ITOAJI0XKUJI MeHs o[ HOXKKY cToja, QAQ!

X3 CHI: «...uu.een. »

Ha cnenytomiee yTpo X3 ChI, MOTHpasi TOTEMHEBIINE BeKU, CTUCHYB 3YObI, BRITALIUI U3-II01 CTO/Ia
HCTPENMaHHYI0 KHUTY, CMATYIO B JIETIEIIKY...

OH ¢ 6ecCTpaCTHHIM JIMIIOM CXKMMaJl KHUTY, COelaB HECKOJIbKO TTTyOO0KUX BIOXOB, YTOOHI ITOJIaBUTh
JKejlaHUe IIBHIPHYTDH €€ B JKaPOBHIO.

Yxke coOupasick 0OTOPOCUTH €€ B CTOPOHY, OH BAPYT O YEM-TO BCIIOMHUJI M OCTAHOBHIICS.

[TomennuB, paCKphUI Ha TPETbel CTpaHHUlle — U TOYHO, TaM IIOSBUJIaCh HOBasl CTpOYKa: « ChIH YXOOUT
3a THICSIYY JI¥, @ MaTh 0€CIIOKOUTCS, He 3a0kiBall HaBelaTh PogHbIx! CeromHsIIIHEE Ie/I0: CXOMU
OOMOM, IoHOIIIa!»

X3 CHI: «...»

X3 Crl XomogHo Opocuit KHure: «Most MaTh aBHO yMepiia».

Kuura cierka gporHynia, ¥ TeKCT u3MeHUJICs: «ChIH YXOOUT 3a THICSYY JIH, a 0Tel] 6eCIIOKOUTCS...»
X5 Cel ycMmexHyncs: «U oTel Mol faBHO yMep».

Kawura: «...»

Kuura pemnina npuberHyTh K CTapoil yII0BKe — IIPUTBOPUTHCS MEPTBOi. HeT HUYero, 4ero Hemb3s
Ob1710 OBl PEIINUTDH, TPUTBOPUBIIKUCH MEPTBOM; a €CJTU HE TOJTyYaeTCs — MMPOCTO IPUTBOPUCH eIl pas!

X3 CHl 13BUTENBHO paccMmesnics: «[Iputsopsiics, IpuTBopsrcs! BoT BepHYCh CETONHS C ayIUeHINN —
¥ OTIpaBio Tebss B ACTPOHOMMYECKUM ITPHKa3, IYCTh 3TH IIapiaTaHbl MOTTISAAT, YTO THl 32 HEUUCTh
Takad!»

OpHaKo, He yCIIeB OTIPABUTLCS Ha ayaueHIuio, X3 Chl CTOJIKHYJICS C MaJleHbKUM €BHYXOM U3 [IBoplia
BeuHnoii BeCHBI, KOTOPBIH C IJIAYYIIMM JIUIIOM IIOCIIEINTHO SIBUJICS K €T0 ITOKOSM, ITIOXHYJICS Ha
3eMJII0 y [I0pora M 3arojocuil: «Baiia cBeTI0CTh, 0XKalyucTa, nocuemure! ETo Benu4ecTBo... €ro
BEJINYECTBO OTKA3hIBAETCS UATHU Ha ayIUEHIUI0!»

HeunsbexHoe Bcerpa HacTymaeT. ITOT 6eCEHOK MOXKET U ON03[aTh, HO He SBUTLCS — HUKOTHA.

Beko y X3 Cul gépHynoch. OH CYHYJI KHUTY B pyKaB, 00/1a4MIICS B TapagHbIe OMEK/Ibl U IMOCIIEIIHIT BO
BHYTPEHHUE TTIOKOH.

XO0Ts BOOBCTBYIOLIas MMIlepaTpulla BCEM CEPALIEM CTPEMUIach HaJlafuTh OTHOLIEHUS C HEPOTHBIM
MMIIePAaTOPCKUM CHIHOM, MaJIOJIETHUM IOCymaph, KakK Okl HU OBIT I0H, BCE Ke SBIISJICS 3aKOHHBIM
BIagbIKoM. M3penka nepeHoyeBats B [IBopile BeuHoit BecHHI ellé Kyna HY 10, HO YaCThle BU3UTHI
HEMUHYEMO BEI30BYT POIIOT LIEH30POB.



[Tocemy 0OIBIIIYI0O YACTh BpeMEHH MaJloJIeTHHM uMIepaTop mpebriBan B [IBopiie HebecHo# YUCTOTH
— POIOBOM pe3upeHINH paBuTesen Benukon AHb.

Korga X3 Cel mpu0ObIi, BO OBOPIIE Ilapuia HeoObYaliHasl THUIIKNHA, OTYET0 Ha AYIIe Y Hero CTayio
TPEBOXKHO.

HeoOrryHOE — Bcerga K Oeme. JIyyire Ob y2K MabUMINKaA Opajl ¥ MeTaJICs, IIOOJHUMAs Ha HOTH BeCh
IOBOpEI, — TOr[a MOXKHO OBIJI0 OB CO CIIOKOMHOM OYIIOHN KaK CIIeAyeT «IPOYYUTh» 9TOT0 HETOJHUKA.

JInuHBIM eBHYX UMIIepaTopa, Jlaidy, mpeMa, MPUCIOHUBIINCH K IIOPOTY, COHHO OITyCTHUB T'OJIOBY.
X3 Cel 6eCIIyMHO TIOJOIIENT U JIETKO ITHYJI €TO0.

Jlavipy B3ApOrHyJI, IOIPaBUII IIANIKY U yKe cobpasicsi pa3pa3uThcs OpaHbIo, HO, y3peB X3 CHI,
IOJKOCUJINCH HOTH, ¥ OH elBa He PYXHYJI Ha KOJIeHHU, 3aNullaB: «Ba-Ballla CBETJIOCTh, BBl HAKOHEII-TO
TIPUITH ! »

X3 ChbI C XOJIOOHBIM BeJIMYHEM KHUBHYI ¥ B3TJISIOOM BOIIPOCHII: B YEM HEJI0?

Jla#idy COCTPOMII KUCTTYI0 MUHY, TPUOTKPHLT IBEPH U MIEMTOTOM IPUHSJICS i0emHU4YaTh: «Buepa ero
BeJINYECTBO, BEPHYBIIKCH C ayJUEHIIMH, OTIPABUICS B IMIepaTopcKkuil KaOWHET OJIst 3aHSITHH, U
HaCTaBHUK €ro OTpyraj. Bemen mepenucaTh TEKCT CTO pa3, OH ¥ MKCal O CaMOr'0 paccBeTa, a BCE
He 3aKOHYHUJI. Termeps BOT OySTHUT».

X3 Col He yaepKaJscs 1 37I0pPafiHO BBHITOXHY: «O-X0~»
Jandy: «...?»

X5 CBH MTHOBEHHO CMEHMUII BEIPpaXKEeHNeE JINIid. BHy'TpI/I OH JIMKOBAl: «XHU-XU-XU, TOCTAJIOCh Ke 9TOMY
MGPSaBHY!» — HO BHEIIHE O0CTaBaJICAd HEBO3MYTHMEIM: «HOBHIII HACTABHUK U BIIPAME CIIMIIKOM CYPOB.
YTO0 K, CETOOHS Ha dyOHEeHINIO MEI YK€ OIlo34alii, TakK 4TO CTYHaI;I-Ka B IIepenHue IOKOu, U3BECTHU
CAaHOBHHMKOB, YTO €ro BeJIN4YE€CTBO HE3OPOB 1 ayTHEeHITUA OTMEHAETCI».

Jlaitdy 3aKuBaj, 3aTEM B HEPEIIUTEIFHOCTH IT0Yecasl TOJI0BY HaBepIIUEM Ollaxalia: «A Kak XKe
HMmepaTopckuy KaOuHeT?..»

X3 Cel paBHOAYIIHO MOIBUI: «Korpa s yCIIOKOI ero BeJIM4YeCTBO, CaM HaBelaloCh U IIePeroBOpIo C
HaCTaBHUKOM. CTymai».

Jlyuiite OB yTOBOPHUTH 3TOTO HEMPEKJIOHHOT0, UMIIEPATOPCKOM BIAaCTH HE CTPAIIAIIEer0oCs YUUTEeIIs
3a7aTh MaJIbYHINKE eI€ IBECTH IePEenuCkBaHUE — BOT OBITI0 OBl CJTAaBHO!

Jlaitdy, mony4yuB nNpukas, ymanuics, a X9 Cel caM BOIIET BO ABOPELL.

I Boperr HeGecHoM YKUCTOTE AeIUIICS HA BOCTOYHBIN U 3amafgHbi Kopnyca. CTosisa riyboKasi 0CEHb,
II0T0fia X0JI0flasia, U MaJIoJIeTHUM UMIepaTop 00BIYHO 06KTasl B BOCTOYHOM TEILJIOM (urere.

[Tpucnyry BeirHamu npoydb. X3 CH MPOMIEN Yepe3 YKPalleHHBIN AMIMON U 30JI0TOM aJIblii KOPUA 0P
IIPSIMO K IBEPU QIIUTENIS.

[IBepb Oblla TPUOTKPBITA, U3HYTPU OOHOCUIIOCH TUXOE, TPEPLIBUCTOE BCXJIUITHIBAHNUE.

X3 Cel yOpasn pyKy OT ABEPH, IT0-BOPOBCKY OTJISIEINICS, YOeIUIICS, YTO HUKOT'O HEeT, IPHIBHYI YXOM K
CTBOPKE ¥ IPHUHSJICS OTKPOBEHHO MTOMCTYIINBATS.



W3-3a mBepu OOHOCUIIOCH, KAK MAJlIOIeTHUI UMIIePAaTOp, BCXJIUITBIBAS, PBET UTO-TO — HOJIKHO GBITE,
OyMary — u CKBO3b CJI€3bI OpaHUTCS: «3710i HACTABHUK... 371ast UMIIepaTpuua... Co6ayuil eBHyX...»

X9 CHI: «...»

[Torogute, 3TO HecnpaBemIuBo! [ToueMy OHM BCe eIIé JIIOAM, a OH BAPYT CTal CO0aYbUM EBHYXOM?
Pa3Be y eBHYXOB HET CBOETO IOCTOMHCTBA?

X3 CHl paccepauiiCd, 1 BCiAKasd KaJIOCTh MUT'OM HCIIapPHIIACh. On penini, 94T0O IIOTOM HEIIPEMEHHO
IIOTUXOHBKA OOJIOKHUT O IIPOKAa3dX MAJIOJIETHET O UMIIEPATOPA B HaHaTy IIeH30POB 1 HECKOJIbKUM
MHHHUCTPaAM-PErenHTaM — IIYCTh IIOCTapaloTCA 1 HOﬁaBHT eMy pBGOTBI I10 IIepenuCEIBaHUIO.

Ho, XOTb ¥ CEPOMT, pa3 yXK MPUIIET, HAO «YTEIIUTh» MaIbYMIIKY, a TO 3aBTPa OMATh Ha ayIHeHIINIO
He SBUTCS, TTOCJIe3aBTPa MOMOJI3YT CIIyXH, OYATO OH, X3 CHI, HCIIONIb3yeT MYKCKYIO KPacoOTy, YTOOBI
«04YapoBaTh» roCcymaps.

Ts13kKO OBITH €BHYXOM, a OBITH KPACUBBEIM €BHYXOM — eIIé Tsxk4e. [Jaxke ecyIu TBOM IIOBETUTENb —
CEeMUJIETHUHU COILISK...

Cob6paBuIuch ¢ oyxoM, X9 Chl CTIOKOMHO U TIJTaBHO BOIIEN B IIOKOM, CKJIOHUJICS B TIOKJIOHE: «Barie
BEJIMYECTBO>.

BexnunbiBaHUSI BHE3AIIHO IPEKPATUINCh, Pa3falicsa UCIIyTaHHBIM B3[0X, 3aTeM — TOPOIIMBOE
IIIapKaHbe, CJIOBHO CJIE3BI BRITUPaIu. Y HaKoHeIl — 37100HBIM OKPHUK: «TH Kak ciofa moman?! Box
moIén...» He moropopun — ukKoTta mepebumna: «Mx!»

X3 CHI: «...»
MarnoseTHUN UMIIEPATOP: «...»
Ha MruoBeHue Boljapuiach HejIoBKas TUIIMHA. X3 CHl faXke IOAyMall: a He YUTH JIM, pa3 BEJIAT?

MaroneTHUI UMIIEPATOP, C CUJION BIOXHYB, 3ar0BOPUII ellé rpybee: «f ckasan — BoH! Twl r10... uK!..
TIIyXOU?»

X9 Crl He cepxKaincs u QBIPKHYIL...

«...» MasonmeTHul UMIIepaTop, IkUIas OT CTHIIa U THEBA, COPBAJICS C JIoXKa, 3aceMeHM K X3 Chl u
3aHEC HOTY [ns nuHka: «Cobayuil pab! d Bemen yUTH, TH He CIIBIIIULIL? ! »

Hora emBa KOCHYJaCh BHIIIMTOI'O MUTOHA Ha Iede X9 ChHI, KaK TOT JIOBKO YXBaTH/ UMIepaTopa 3a
JIOTBIXKKY.

ManoneTHuu HMIIEPATOP aXK B3OAPOTHYJI OT HEOXKUIOAHHOCTHU, HE YCII€JI OIIOMHHUTHCSA, KaK X3 CHi,
CJIETKa JIépHYB 3a HOT'Yy, TYT XK€, CJIOBHO B yX&KacCe, OTITYCTHII.

HOH.IaTHYBI.HI/ICB, MaJIOJIETHUM HUMIIEPATODP IITIOXHYJICA Ha II0JI 3aJO0M. Oxu cugern, BBEITAPAITIHUB
3allJIaKaHHEIE T'1a3a, 4 ThiKad B X3 CH IIYXJIBIM OPOZKaIllUM I1aJIbIIEeM: «THI... THI TOCMEN TOJIKHYTE...»

X3 ChbI ¢ IPUTBOPHBIM UCITYT'OM IepeOuI ero, MOCIENIHO IOHSIII C 1T0JIa, BCTAl Ha OJHO KOJIEHO U
TIPUHSJICS TIIATEIbHO 00TPSIXUBATh OfleXKAY, Ha3uAaTeIbHO B3[bIXasi: «Ballle BeTHYeCTBO, Ballle
BEJIMYECTBO... Jaxke eCJId BBl U pacCepKeHbl Ha HaCTaBHUKA, TOOEPeruTe CBOE mparoneHHoe
3[00POBHE».



ManoneTHuu HMIIEPATOP CMOTPEI Ha HETO C HEMBIM U3YMJIEHUEM, 3a0bIXaACh OT APOCTHU: «4-4... HO
9TO TBI TOJIKHYII...»

X9 Chl, CTOSI Ha KOJIEHSX, CJIeTKa 3allPOKUHYII TOJI0BY. B ry0OuHe ero 3paykoB MeNbKHYIa eBa
yIIOBMMas JiefssHas KCKOPKa: «Ballle BeTMuecTBo, BEI IyTHTE. Kak mocMen Obl pab TOTKHYTH Bac?»

MarnoneTHUE UMIIEPATOP XOTEJT YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO MOf B3TIsAAoM X3 Chl I'yOBI €70 TOJIBKO 0€33BYYHO
3aIlIeBEeJININCH.

X5 CHI, 3aKOHYMB OTPSIXUBATH HECYIIECTBYIOIIYIO IELIb, B3TJISHYJI IIOBEPX TOJIOBE KMIIEPAaTOpa Ha
HeyOpaHHOe JPaKOHbe JI0Ke — U YTOJIKU ero T'y0 IpefaTeIbCKy NEPHYITUCH.

MaronieTHUH UMIIEPATOP BCTPEBOXKUIICS, IIOMBITAICS OTTONKHYTh X3 CHI, HO TOT y2Ke HaIlpaBUJICS K
TIOXKY.

«OCTaHOBUCH!» — ManoneTHUN UMIepaTop, 6arposest OT TPOCTH, GPoCcHUIICs Boepen. — « 51
IpuKa3kBaio Tebe...»

Ho B ToT ke mur X3 CHI JIOBKO YKJIOHHJICSI, YXBATHJI Kpail IMOKPHIBaia ¥ PE3KO OEPHYIIL.
Ha Xéntom aTiace siCHO ITPOCTYIIHIIO OTPOMHOE MOKPOE IS THO...
['ma3a MasyoieTHET0 UMIIEpaTOpa MTHOBEHHO HATIOJHUIKNCH CJIe3aMH, ¥ OH TPOMKO, Ha BECh [IBOPEII,

pa3peBesics.
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