Opnaxmbl X2 Cel, He 3Has OAPOOHOCTEM, BOLIEN B IIOMEIIIeHNE, TIe ero BCTPETHU 3armax, oOT
KOTOPOT'0 CITIOHKY MOTeKIU. Ho, yBUIeB yenoBeKa, U30MUTOT0 10 KPOBABOTO MECHBA, OH BHITLIIOHYTT U
CJIIOHY, U XeJ4b.

Teneps X3 CHl ykKe IPUBLIK K TaKuM 3penuuiaM. C IIOJIHEIM CIIOKOKMCTBUEM OH JOCTaJl U3 pyKaBa
HOCOBOY IIJIaTOK ¥, B aTMocdepe, IPONUTAHHOM rpy00i MyKCKOM 9HEPTHeH, C IpeyBeIndeHHoN
JKeMaHHOCTbHIO IPUKPHITT POT, COBEPIIEHHO UTHOPUPYS B3TJISAB OpaBLIX rBapeiiieB, KOTOPHIE SICHO
roBopuiu: «CMOTpPHUTE, 3TO K€ HACTOSIINH eBYaunii eBHyx!» Cjerka npurnomHsB OPOBh U C JIETKON
ycMmemnkon, ol cipocun K03 YxkyHa: «4To TyT mpoucxomut? HeyKTo cBoux 6paTheB HYKHO OBIJIO Tak
JKeCTOKO HaKa3blBaTh?»

JTutio KO3 YxyHa nmotemueno. OH He x0Tel, 4To0k X3 Chl BUAeN Mogo0HbIEe CIIEHH 3a 3aKPHITHIMU
nBepsmu. [Jaxe Oyoyun He CaMbIM ITPOHUIIATENIBHEIM, OH IMIOHKMaJI, 4YTo BocTouHas manarta u
HMnepaTopckas reapaus HEIIPUMUPUMEL, KaK OTOHb U Bofa. Bolipoc HavajbHUKa BOCTOYHOU MaiaTe
HaBepHsAKa ObT MO0 HaCMeIKoi, 100 MoBOAOM A7 npuaupku. K03 YKyH naxe ynbIOHYThCS HE
CMOT: «3JTO... TOTYMHEHHBIE COBEPILUIIN OMKUOKY, HE CIIPaBUINCE C 3alaHNEM, U3-3a HUX MTOTUOIIN
monyu. BoT ux 1 Hakas3anm».

OH, MOXKHO CKa3aTb, okneBeTasn X3 Cul. TOT UCKpeHHe XKaJjesl U30UTHIX U, CyHs 110 60raToOMy OIBITY
HabJTIoleHNH 3a fonpocaMu B BocTOYHOM anaTe, MOHUMAT: €CJIU IPOJOJIKUTH, 3TH JIIOAU TOYHO He
BBIKUBYT. [lazke eCy BHIIepXKaT, IOCTENCTBUS PaH BCE PaBHO UX HOOBIOT.

BnepBHe OKa3aBHIKCh 3[1€Ch, OH HE MOT IIPOCTO I'IpOI;ITI/I MHMO, YBHUIEB TaKOe€.

[TpukpsiBast poT u Hoc, X3 Crl B3noxHYN: «KT0 He omubaeTcsa? Hakazanu — u xBaTut. ['ocriogun O3,
cIoenaiTe MHE OfOJIKEHHUE, OTIIYCTUTE UX».

Pa3 yx oH Tak cka3ai, F03 YXyH He CMOT O0TKa3aTh IPSIMO U JIUIIh MaXHYJI PYKOH, BeJs OTIYCTUTh
HaKa3aHHBIX.

Bce oHM ObIIM MOJOOBIMU TTapHAMU. X9 Chl MEJTBKOM B3TJITHYJT — U30UTHL 0 HEy3HaBaeMoCTH. B
nyiie €éKHy1o: «MMnepaTtopckas rBapaus U K cBouM-To Oecnomansaal» OH naxe 3a0eCIOKOUTICS:
KOT'7la caM IIOIIPOCUT Y HUX IeHer, He 00IepyT JIX er0 KakK JIUIKY?

Ero B3rmsan CJ'[y‘-I&I:IHO BCTPETHUIICA C OODHUM U3 HAaKd3aHHEIX.

Toro TOJBKO YTO CHSINIA C ABIOBI, OH €[Ba CTOST Ha HOTaX, ¥ JBOE BOJIOK/IM €ro mpods. Ho B 3TOT
MOMEHT TTapeHb MTOJHSI TONOBY, yBUAE X3 CH 1, C TUI[OM, 3aJIUTEIM KPOBLIO, BOPYT OCKAJIHIICS,
o6HaxuB Gesble 3y0bl, TOYHO TOJIONHEIN BOJIK. YiEIOKa 6pocuia X3 CEL B X0JIOT.

TOT, yXMEIISISICh, C OKPOBABJIEHHEIMU I'yOAMHU CBUCTHYJ — IE€P3K0, KOPOTKO — U 6€33BYYHO
TIOIIIeBEIU TyOaMHu.

X5 Col MOHSAJ, YTO OH CKa3ajl: «KpacaB4yuK~»
«Kakoro uépra!» — X3 Cnl ocTonOenesn. OH 4TO, ¥ IIpaBaa TaKou?

[TpoX¥B BOCEMHA/IIATE JIET, OH BIIEPBEIE CTOJIKHYJICS C OTKPOBEHHEIM (DIIUPTOM U He 3Hall, KakK
pearupoBaTh. IT0Ka B r0OJI0BE IPOHOCHIINCH MBICTH: «TakK, ITOTOOH, a Be[b T'BapeHIibl, TOBOPST, BCE
IpsSIMbIe KakK manku!», «XM, Hy KOHeYHO, S ¥ caM 3Halo, YTO Kpacub», «CTOII, a He CTOUT JIi MHe
TIPUTBOPUTLCS B IPOCTH, BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOR TAaHKOM PafoBaThCs?..» — TOTO, IOTyMEPTBOTO, yXKe
Y TaIIHIIH.



Kak rmaBa BocTtouHoi manaTel, X3 ChI TEIIEPh HE MOT YCTPauBaTh ClieHy. TeM 6omee 4TO nomen
OTIIYCTHIIH I10 ero Xke mpockbe. ITogaBuB Oypio MPOTUBOPEYUBLIX UYBCTB, OH PEIIHII: BHIOEPET KaKyio-
HUOYOb TEMHYIO HOYb, TPUKAXKeT CBouM YeThIpéM BenukuM XpaHUTENISIM CXBATUTh 9TOT'0 HATJIela,
YTO IIOCMeJI 3arjIaAblBaThCS Ha €ro KpacoTy, HafleTh MEIIOK Ha I'0JIOBY ¥ XOPOIIEHBKO IIPOYYHTh, KaK
Hamo BeCcTu celd C JII0ObMU.

— T'ociopuH Ilanate? 'ocnopus [TanmaTel? — B yilax 3a3By4al rojaoc KOs Yxysa. OH u3HaydaibHO HE
IIOHKMMaJI, 3a4eM HadaJbHUK BOCTOYHOU IasnaThl oXkKauoBajl C BU3UTOM, @ Tellephb, BUAS, YTO TOT 0e3
BCSIKUX IIPUYYH BCTYIUJICS 3a HaKa3aHHLIX, ¥ BOBCE CMYTUJICS U paccepauicsa. MmnepaTtopckas
rBapaus XOTh U ocitabyia, CKIIOHUBILKCE IO PYKY BOCTOYHOI manaTh, HO BCE Xe 0CTaBalach
HE3aBUCHUMEIM yUpeXaeHueM ¢ OpUIraabHEIM CTaTyCOM. A 3TOT Hada/lbHUK BOCTOYHOU IanaTkl
SIBUJICSL C TAKUM TOHOPOM, Cpa3y BMeIaJiCs B UX «[JOMalllHue fejla» — BULHO, OymeT KpernKuM
OPEILKOM.

O3 YKyH HEBOJIBHO pPa3MBIIIJISI BCE Aajibllle, B AyIle KU HerogoBaHUEM M focafou. Bcé-taku um
He XBaTaeT CUJIbHOTO ¥ yMeJIOro KOMaHAYyoLero!

X3 Chl, eCTECTBEHHO, He TIOHUMaAJI, I0YeMY V 3aMeCTHUTeJIsT KOMaHAYIOIIEero BOPYT 3aBePTENIUCh TaKue
CI0KHBEIe MBICTTH. OYHYBIINCH, OH KALIISHYJ, OTOPOCUII TIOTOK BHYTPEHHUX HaCMeIlleK U,
HEBO3MYTHUMO, CJIOBHO HUYETO HE ITPOU30IIIO0, VIRIOHYICS:

— IoitpémTe, rociogus K03, o6CyguM BCE BHYTPH.

O3 UxyH, T4 Ha ero sSICHOe JIMIIO C 3arafjoyHoN yIrIOKOM, ITOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK cepAlle EKHyIo. Tak
U eCTh — TJIaBHBIY y[iap elle Buepenu!

Ynpasnenue MMepaTopCcKoOM rBapany OeIUI0Ch Ha IBE YaCTU — I0KHOe U ceBepHoe. KOxkHoe, B
yOamEeHHOM CTOMNNIlEe, 3aHUMAJIOCh apXUBaMy IMYHOTO COCTaBa U yIIpaBlieHHeM PeMeCIeHHUKOB, a
CeBepHOe, B AHBI3MHE, Belajlo CygaMy ¥ 0XpaHOU uMIiepaTtopa. byayyu nu4yHOU rBapauey, OHYU 10
YUCJIEHHOCTU, KOHEYHO, HAMHOT'0 IIPEBOCXOAUIN BoCTOUHYIO anaTy, U BCeX B UMIIEpaTOPCKUYU FOPOL,
He NIOCeNIUTh. B TOPONCKUX CTeHaX HaXOAWIOCh b YIIPaBIeHNUe C OeXyPHEIMU opullepaMu U
IUCLIaM¥, @ OCHOBHEIE CUJIBI pPa3MellanucCh BOKPYT.

HOSTOMy yIIpaBJIeHHEe OBLIIO HEBEJIUKO, HO, KaK TOBOPUTCA, MaJl 30JIOTHUK, Oa JOPOT.

Boiigs B 3an st rocted, X3 Chl CIIOKOWHO yCeJICS Ha MMOYETHOE MECTO U 3HAKOM BeJIeJl CBUTE
yOAIUThCS.

10)c] T‘I}KYH, BUOA 3TO, BHYTPEHHE HAIIPATCA eH.Ié CHUJIbHEE, HO TO2Ke IIPUKAa3adJl CBOUM JIIOOAM BBIWTH.

«KakuM ObI OITAaCHBIM I'OCTh HU OBIJI, 3TO BCE XKe BlIafieHust MIMIepaTopcKoi reapauu! — momyMart OH.
— Heyxenu HayanbHUK BOCTOYHOM IaiaTh TOCMEET 3[IeCh OTKPHITO YOMBATh U XKEUb?»

X3 CHI C U3SIIHBIM BUOOM IIOMEIIaN Yaii B HepuTOBOM yamike. CBET, MPOHUKABIIKM B 3aJl, Mafall Ha
ero nmpounb, menas Koxy OeJI0CHEXKHOHM, a KPACHBIN XajlaT — SPKUM, KaK 3akar.

— l'ocoguu K03, — MenmenHo Havan X9 Chl, He MPUTyOUB Yasi, — eCThb Belllb, KOTOPYIO, KakK 5 3HAI0,
TOBOPUTD HE CTOUT...

103 YxkyH HepBHO cXKal KyJak. «Torma He ropopu!»

— Ho s BCE Xke cKaxy.



«,.»

X3 Cel ¥ He TIOf03peBall, YTO ero cjioBa YyTh He moBenu FO3 YxKyHa 0 cephedHoro mpucTymna. — Bce-
TaK¥y 9TO UMIIEPATOPCKUM TOPOJ, — MPOHoIXKal OH. — Ero Benn4yecTBoO U UX BHICOYECTBA COBCEM
PSO0OM, BEIUKUY UMIIEPATOP He TaK AaBHO ITOKUHYJ Hac. Takue KpoBaBble PacCIIpaBhl JIy4llle CBECTH K
MUHUMYMY, 4TOOBI HE TOTPEBOKHUTH BRICOKHX 0Cc00. Kak Bl cunTaeTe?

«Cobauuit eBHYX 1 ecTh cobauuil eBHyx! — nmogyman FO3 Uxyn. — B Bamet BocTouHo# nanate Takue
HaKa3aHUs — Pa3 IUTIOHYTh, & TH TYT pa3birphiBaellb U3 ce0s mpaBefHKUKa! XM, BOT YK BOUCTUHY
,O€JIbIH JIOTOC” B 910Xy IIPOIIBETaHUS!»

B my1me oH GBIPKHYJ ¥ CTUCHYJ 3yOHI, HO Ha CJI0OBaX CyX0 OTBETHIL:
— Bamre 3amMeyaHue cripaBeyiuBO. Bripenb TakOTo He TOBTOPUTCS.

X5 CH ¥ He TIOM03PeBaJl, YTO, JINIIL IIapy MHEeH KakK CTaB IJIaBOM eBHYXOB, OH yKe IOIY4HuI MIOYETHOE
IIPO3BHINE, KOTOPOe OYIeT ClIefoBaTh 3a HUM BCIO KU3Hb. EMY JIUINB Ka3a/l0Ch, YTO BCTYIUTEIbHAS
YaCTh 3aBepIIeHa, U Iopa MepexoquTh K CyTu. OH MPOYKUCTHIT TOPJIO:

— T'ocnonuu HOs...
K03 YKyH HACTOPOXKUJICS, MTHOBEHHO COOPABIIIHCE.
X3 Chl, HaOpaBIIMCh HATIOCTH, TPOU3HEC:

— B mocnenHee BpeMst y BocTOYHOI manaTh BO3HUKIIM HEKOTOPHIE... GUHAHCOBLEIE 3aTpynHeHus. He
Moru 66 6paThs U3 MIepaTopCKoy rBapaum...

03 YxkyH oTpearupoBas ¢ HeBUJaHHOM CKOPOCTBIO, OTPE3aB KaTerOpU4HO:
— IeHer HeT!

«BoT Harnenr!! — 3akunen KO3 YxkyH. — BriMoraTtensCcTBo, fa eime y Hac!» OT sipoCcTu y Hero
3appozKaja edyeHb, a KyJakKu CKajuCh TaK, YTO BEICTYIIUIN BEHHL.

X3 CHI: «...»

X3 Cel Kakoe-TO BpeMs MoJI4a CMOTPeJ Ha B3BoiHoBaHHOTO0 KO3 Yxkyna. — Hy, 6pat, MbI XKe
BepHEM... OIOIKUM HEMHOTO...

— Iener HeT! — 03 YXKyH CTUCHYJ 3yOHl Tak, YTO, Ka3ajioCh, OHU BOT-BOT TPECHYT. — [eHer HeT, a
Ku3Hb — oxgHa! 'ocmogus ITamaTel, 6epuTe, eciau XOTUTE!

O3 YxkyH pemmn mnpo cebs: maxe ecnu y iMepaTopcKoy reapauy HeT KOMaHIYIOIIETo, KOTOPHIH
MoT OBl 3@ HUX 3aCTYIUThLCS, OHU He TI03BOJIAT BOCTOYHOI MManaTe Tak MX TONTATh U YHUKATH!
CeropHs OH TOTOB XKU3Hb [IOJIOKUTH, HO HE JAacCT UM IPOTSHYTH CIOfla CBOM Ilymnasblia. Pa3
TI03BOJIUIIE — OyIeT IIOBTOPSATHCS, U V2K TOYHO HEe C HeTr0 HauyHETCs!

X9 CHIL: «...»

X3 Crl Ob11 TOpaxkEH HeMpPeKIoHHOCThI0 FO9 YKyHa. «4 XKe MPoCTo X04y 3aHATH ieHeT, OpaTell,
YCIIOKO¥MCst! — momyMast oH. — 3ayeM MHe TBOS XKU3Hb? YTOOB! THI MHE KaXK[IbIH [eHb IT0KA3kIBaJl, Kak
TPYObI0O KaMHH JIOMaelIllb WU JagoHbi0 apOy3sl pyOuts? [1paBo, s Bac, MPSMBIX TapHEH, COBCEM He
IOHUMaIO0...»



W3-3a HeyctynuuBocTy KO3 YxkyHa nepBasi B UCTOPUY MOTeHIIMalbHasd (UHAHCOBAas CBI3b MEXKIY
BocTounoii nanatou u UMnepaTopCKOy rBapauell Tak U He COCTOAIach.

OHu pa3ounuck, 06a HeLOBOJIbHEIE.
Bosspamgasce, X9 Cel B3gbIXal U XMyPUIICH.

Yro menath? He ymanoch 3aHATH feHer. Heyxemnu 3Ta UCTPENaHHAsA KHUATA 3aCTABUT €T0 YMEPEeTh OT
CepOevyHoro npucTyna?

BcrioMHUB, 4TO OH BCE elllé JoJiKeH MUHUCTEPCTBY GUHAHCOB TPHUCTA THICAY JITHOB cepebpa, OH
nogyMa: «JIagHo, YeM paHblle yMpy, TeM ObICTpee IIepepoXKych. B crenyroiel XKU3HU X0Th COOaK0OI
Oyny, TOJbKO He eBHyXOM B BocTouHoOM nanarte!»

Yskao LI3MHYXKYH, CJIOBHO U3-TIO[ 3€MJTH, BO3HUK PSIAOM C HajJaHKUHOM. OTJITHYBIIKUCDH IT0 CTOPOHAM
1 yOe[UBIINCh, YTO KPYTOM CBOM, OH IIOHU3UJI TOJIOC:

— HamecTHUK, BCE T'OTOBO.

X9 CHI: «...??77?»
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