X3 ChI CIIOKOMHO BCTPETUIICS B3TJIIIOM C COOECETHUKOM, XOTSI BHYTPU €ro Ouia Apoxb. MaTyuIku,
KaKUX XKe IeMOHOB U NMPU3PaKOB OCTaBUJI eMy KPECTHEIN oTenr? CMOXKET i OH BOOOIIe MTPOO0JIKATh
YIIPaBIISTh 3TOM CBOPOM MPUABOPHBIX IICOB, UTOOHI Te U Hajbllle pagoCTHO Tpabuin Hapon u
IPUTECHSIU YAHOBHUKOB?

JIn Baoro mpUOTKPEIT TOHKKE T'YOBR M TOMHO ITPOU3HEC:
— l'ocoguu rnaBa Ilanmats... Hamoxuuna v u3 JIBopiia HedputoBoit 2Kabr! keaeT Bac BUOETE...

[Tocne npenynpexagenus Yxkao L[3MHYKyHa ITePBOX MBICIBI0 X3 CBI CTANlo TO, YTO ¥ 9Ta HAJIOXKHUIIA
LluH Bo3XkKeJlasa ero KPacoTH M XO4YeT 3aBsi3aTh C HUM HermopoOarolye OTHOmeHUus . [IpOKIIIThe, Y4TOo
C 3TUMH JIIoObMU He TaK? OH 3Ke eBHYX, Ha YTO OHM BOOOIIE HafleI0TCs?

OpHako BCKope oH BcroMHuUI: [IBopert HedpuTtoBoit 2KaObl — 3TO XKe XOJIOIHBIN IBOPEI], MECTO
3aToueHusi. M HamoxHwuIa [IuH, KaxkeTcs, ObIa OMHOM M3 CTapermux (aBOPUTOK ITOKOMHOTO
UMIIEPATOpa, eIIé CO BPEMEH eTo I0HOCTH. [IOKOMHEIN UMIIEPATOP CIIBLT T00BEOOUIbHBIM: KaXKIBIN
o OH BBIGI/IpaJI KpaCaBHIl U3 ceMen BEPHBIX MUHHUCTPOB, a TaKXKe 000xkan 1100 BUOOM MHKOT'HUTO
OpoOuTh IO yIHUIlaM B ITOMCKaX POMaHTUYECKUX MPUKIToueHni. Ecnu n3dpaHHUIla OKa3kiBalach
671aropOIHOTO IPOUCXOKIEHUS, OH TYT ke 3abupa eé Bo IBOpEII.

Tak co BpeMeHeM KpacaBHI[ BO ABOPIIE CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE OOJbIIIE, M MECTA OJIST HUX CTAJI0 He XBaTaTh.
VBHI, HaCJIe[CTBO, OCTaBJIeHHOE ITpegkaMu Benukoit b, OBIIO pacTPayeHO HENYTEBHIMU
TIOTOMKaMH, a KO BpeMeHaM [TOKOMHOI0 UMIlepaTopa CTpaHy IIOCTUTJIa MHOTOJIETHAS 3acyxa, U Ka3Ha
omycTena. [leHer Ha HOBBIE OBOPIIEI IPOCTO He OBITIO.

Hanoxuuna LluH, maBHO 3a0bITasi UMIIePaTOPOM, BHIHYK/eHa Oblla IOTUTHCS BMECTE C APYTUMU
(dhaBOpUTKAMH, IT0OKa B KOHIIe KOHIIOB He 0OKa3asach B [IBopiie HedpuToroit 2KabkI.

IBoperr Hedppurtonoii 2KaOrl, 601ee N3BECTHEIM KaK XOJIOTHEIN TBOPEII.
X3 Cel HEIOYMEHHO CIIPOCHUIL:

— 3auem HanmoxHuIa LluH uimeT MeHs? CTOM, OTKyHa TH BOOOIIE 3HAEIIh, YTO OHA XOUET MeHS
BUOETDL?

JIu Baoro c nérkoii, HO 3710BelNeH YIHIOKON, CIIOBHO NpU3pakK, nopkpasncs K X9 Chl U IIeTHYI eMy Ha
yXoO:

— T'ocmmogus rnaBa [Tamath... ITO OBIIO IOPYYeHHE CTAPOro riaaBh [TamaTel. OH BeIea HaM CIeIUTh
3a BCEM, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT B 9TUX CTeHaX... Cepylie MpaBUTeIs HENpeaCcKa3yeMo, JIydlile
IIePeCTPax0BaThCS, YEM IIOTOM JKAJeTh...

OT ero MATKOro, BKpaguMBOro rojoca mo cnuHe X3 Chl mpobexkai xoj1010K. OH HEBOJIBLHO CIIPOCHIT:
— A ecnu 4TO-TO CIIy4uTCA?

B rimazax JIu Baoro 6mecHysa X0m0qHas UCKPa, ¥ OH CHOEeJIal OTYETIUBHIN KecT — OyITOo YTO-TO
pexer.

X3 Cel CHOBA MOOHSIIT MJIATOK, YTOOBI BHITEPETh XOJOIHBIM TIOT.
— JlapgHo, mapHo... ITowpém B [IBopelr HedbpuToBoi 2KaOkwr.

Borneitie ox CIIpalllMBaTh HE CTaJl — MHA4Y€ MOTIJIO IIOKa3aThCA, YTO OH yMpeT paHbIllle, 94eM BocTounas



IajaTa.

IBoperr HedpuTtonoit 2KaOrl Hax0mKUIICsS B IPOTUBOIIOI0XKHOM KOHIlE OT [IBopiia Beunoit BecHt, rme
oOuTasna BOOBCTByIoIIasa uMnepaTrpuna. Korga Xs Cel goOpascs Tyga Ha najlaHKUHE, B He0Oe yxKe
BHUCEJIA ONMHOKAS JIyHa, a 110 HeGOCBOAY PaCCHIaIuCh PEJKUE 3BE3HI.

Hanoxxutia [IuH, ometas B 6e10CHEXXKHOe, CUIena, IDMPOKO PpaCCTaBUB HOT'H, Ha IIOpPOre u CMOTPEJIa
Ha JIYHY. YBunes X5 CHI, OHa JIUIITb MEIBKOM CKOJIb3HYJIA II0 HEMY B3T'JISAOO0M:

— [Mpumen.
ToH e€ ronoca Obl TakuM, OyATO OHa oOpalianach K CTapoMy 3HaKOMOMY.

X5 Col IMOYYBCTBOBAJII, YTO OHA €MY HEMHOT'O 3HAKOMad, — BO3MO2KHO, OHH BCTPE€YAJIUCh, KOT'Ta OH
COIIPOBO2KOAll KpéCTHOTO OTIIa BO ABOPEII.

XO0IOmHBIM OBOPEL UK HET, @ BCe HATOXKHUIIL 30ECh — TOCMOKU. X3 Chl HOYTUTENTHHO ITOKIOHUIICS
Y, ClIerKa CKIIOHUBIIUCH, CIIPOCUIT:

— Barmra cBeTn0CTE 3Bau MeHs, YTOOBI YTO-TO ITPUKA3aTh?

Pa3 yx JIu Baoro cnenuanbHO 3a HUM IIPUIIET, 3HAYHUT, 9Ta KeHIIKMHA Oblyla He TPOCTO 3a0bITON
(baBOpUTKOI TOKOMHOT'0 UMIIEPATOPA.

Hanoxuuua LluH, B OTIMYKeE OT yX0XKEHHOM BOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIePaTPHUIIE], yKe Ccefiella Ha BUCKaX, U
Ha JIMIle eé OTIevYaTaauch ciiedbl Bo3pacTa. OHa CKasasa:

— THI ¥ ecTh HOBBIH I'JIaBa BoCTOUHOH manaTH?

«I'maBa BocTouHO#M nanaTer»... OT HamOKHUITE LIMH Bes/I0 KAKON-TO CTPAHHOM, ITOYTH Pa300MHUYbEN
IIPSIMOTOM.

Ocob6eHHO KOTI7la OHa CXBaTHla CTOSIBIIAY PSIAOM KYBUIMH C BUHOM, HEOPEXKHO TJIOTHYJIA U3
TOPJIBIIIIKA, BEITEPIIA POT ¥ XOJIOOHO Opocua:

— ITo3Bana Tebs1, 4TOOH HaTh 3afanue. ClpaBUIIbCS — MOJYYUIIs Harpany. He cupaBuibcs... Xxm!
X3 CH: «...»

CTpaHHOE OLIylleHNe JIUIIb YCUIIAIOCE.

OH cTar elé 0CTOPOKHee U C yIIBIOKOM IMPOU3HEC:

— Baia cBeTnocTs, 1 BECh BHIMAHHUE.

Hanoxnuna LluH cCHOBa chenasa IrJIOTOK U CypOBO M3peKia:

— YV MmeHs ecTh cuiH. OH IMOTEPSIJICS BO BpeMs BoMHEL. Haliou ero ¥ BepHU, YTOOBI OH B30IIEN Ha TPOH!

X3 Chel pe3K0 IOJHSII TOJI0BY, HE B CHJIaX CKPHITh u3yMiieHuss. OH OBICTPO OTJISIHYJICS U YBUMAEN, YTO
Yxkao [3unuxyH u JIu Baoro ocraBanuchk CoOBepIIeHHO GecCcTpacTHHL. B ero ceppile 3akKpanoch
OecmokolicTBO. Takue KpaMOJIbHEIE CJI0Ba, @ OHM aXKe OPOBBIO He MOBEeIU. BuiuMo, OHU yKe ObLIN B
Kypce. Mx peakius Oblyia peakiiuei ero KpECTHOro oTIia. [ToueMy ke OH HUYEro He 3HaJ O feje,
KacaroIeMcst caMo¥ CyabOBI TOCyIapcTBa?



B romose X5 ChI TYT 2Ke BO3HUKIIU OOTAOKH, ¥ OH yXKe coOMpascs 3agaTh BOIPOCH, KakK BOPYT U3
IBopiia Hedpputopoit 2Kabbr BeIOeKasl YIIPaBIISIONINE €BHYX. YBUIEB HATOKHULY LIMH, OH axHYT U
XJIOHYTI cebs 1mo Oenpy:

— l'ocmozka Mos1, KakK BHl CHOBA CIOfla BHIOpauCh? Bel ceromHs onsTh 3a0bIIN IPUHSTE JIEKAPCTBO
WJIM TalKOM BLIJIMJIUA €r0?

X9 ChlI: «??77?»

W nanoxuuny L{uH moJ PyKK «IIPUTTIAaCUIIM» BHYTPH BA MOJIOALIX eBHYXa. [lepeq yXomoM oHa
pa3MaxuBaa KyBIIMHOM U TPOMKO Kpudana X3 Chl:

— ITomuM 0 3amaHuu, KoTopoe s Tebe mana! EQuHCTBEHHBIM HACTETHUK ITOKOMHOTO UMIIepaTopa
3aBUCHUT OT TeOs, MOJIONOU YeI0BeK!

X3 CBl ¢ KAMEHHBIM JIMIIOM BBITABUII 0€3pa3uuHoe «Xe-Xe»...

Yupasnstomuii [Isopua Hedputosoit 2Kabkl, TpOBOOUB IOCIIOXKY, HaKOHEI] 3aMeTus X9 ChHl y BXofia.
XoTst OH OBUI BCETO JIUIITH CMOTPUTEJIEM XOJIONHOTO ABOPLA, OH 3HAJ 3TOT0 MOJIOLOTO YEeJIOBEKa,
BO3IJIaBUBIIETr0 BOoCTOUHYIO MTanaTy B CTOJIb paHHUE rofdsl. [IypHas ciaBa BocTouHoM nanmats Oblna
yKacamwlley, U, y3HaB X3 Cbl, yIpaBIdLIUi YyTh HE PYXHYJI Ha KOJIeHU. XOJIOOHBIN IIOT BEICTYIIUI Y
Hero Ha J0y.

— P-pab mpuBeTcTByeT rn1aBy [lanaThl... P-pab meicTBUTENHHO He Befasl, YTO Bl U3BOJIUIIN
[I0ZKAaJIOBATh...

— Huyero, — X5 Cbl MOgHAN PyKY, ITIOKA3bIBasi, YTO TOT MOXKET He KinaHAThCsa. OH OPOCUTT B3TJIAL B
CTOPOHY, Kyfla YBeJIu HajnoxXKHuLy L{vH, BEITep Naiblbl IIJIaTKOM U PAaBHOLYIIHO CIIPOCUIT:

— YTO0 C 9TOM I'OCIOXKOU?
YupaBnsoomyi MOCIENIHO OTBETHMI:

— OTa rocnoxa Oblyia OMHOM U3 cTapedmux GaBOPUTOK IIOKOMHOTO UMIlepaTopa. B cBOé BpeMs oHa
CHUCKaJa ero 61aroCKJIOHHOCTb ¥ POAMIIA ChIHA, HO, YBBI, MIafieHell He B C Tex mop e€
paccymoK MOMYTHICS, ¥ MIJIOCTh UMIIepaTopa Obina yrpadeHa. — OH mo6aBuI C OCTOPOXKHON
10060CTPaCTHOM YIILIOKOM:

— l'oBop4T, 3TO Onaromaps crapoMy riaBe [lanaTel, KOTOPHEIY TOT{a Tapy CJIOB 3a HEE 3aMOJIBUTI, ¥
HEeE W 0CTajach KPHIIa Hajl TOJIOBOMH. A To...

A To oHa OBl OKa3asiach B OOHOM MOTHUJIE C OPYTUMHU HaJIOXKHUIIAMHU, ITOCTIEN0BaBIINMY 3a
MMIIePATOPOM B 3arpOOHEIN MUP.

Paszo6paBimuck B cutyaruy, X3 Cel HE CTall 3afePKUBATHCS U JIUITH OPOCUIT Ha ITPOIIaHUE:
— TIpomomnxkait 0 Helt 3a00TUTHCS.

OH e1é pa3 OKHUHYI B3TJISIAOM X0JOOHEIM ABOPel], 6e3MOJIBHBIM, KaK MOTHUJa, X 3aTEM, HECIIEIITHO U
M3SIIHO Pa3BePHYBIINCE, OTIIPABUJICS 00paTHO. Ero AIMHHBIM I1alll B3METHYJICS, OCTaBIIssS 3a COO0M
30JIOTUCTBIN CJIE[, YTO PACTBOPUJICS B I'yCTOM, HEIPOTJISAHON HOYM.

JInmp Korfa najnaHKUH CKPBUICA U3 BUAY, YIPABIAIOIINAY OPOXKAIIUMY KOJIEHSIMU BEIIPSAMUIICS U
CYIOPOKHO BHITED IIOT PYKABOM.



Hosgerit rmaBa BocTouHOM manmaTel OBIT MOJION ¥ KPACUB, HO KOT'MIa e€ro yiki0alouecs rina3a
OCTaHaB/IMBAJIUCh Ha TeOe, B cepflle BO3HUKAJIO CMyTHOE YYBCTBO OMMACHOCTHU. B ero B3rysje CJI0BHO
CKPHBIBAJICSI HeOOHAXKEHHBIHM KJIMHOK, ¥ ClepKaHHas OCTPOTA ero HaTyphl HEBOJIbHO 3aCTaBiIsila
JIIONEeN ChEeXKUBATHC.

TeM BpeMeHeM MOJIOLOM, KPaCUBBIM U OMTACHBIM r'1aBa [lanaTel, yCTaBIIUM M Pa3dpakEHHEIN,
BEPHYJICS B CBOU IIOKOU!

ManeHbKUM UMIIepPaTopP, KOTOPBIM TOIBKO U [ejaeT, YTO CO3MaET MpobieMsbl, BHOBCTBYIOIIAS
UMIIepaTpuUlla, OXBauyeHHas JI000BHEIMM MEUYTaMM, HAJIOXKHUIIA, 3a0bIBIIAsT IPUHSTH JIEKAPCTBO, U
Ky4a CTPaHHBIX IOOYMHEHHEIX — TeIlepb OH YyBCTBOBaJI, UTO oOpeyeHa He TOJbKO BocTouHas
IajaTa, HO, BO3MOXKHO, U BCsI Benukas AHb.

OH moBalMICS B KPECJIO, CXBATUII CO CTOJIA UCTPENaHHYI0 KHUTY U IPUHSAJICS 00MaxXuBaThCA €10, HO,
CrenaB OJUH B3Max, 3aMep.

Ha nepBo# cTpaHuIle MeAjIeHHO IPOCTYIIUIa CTPOKA TEKCTa:
«CeropHs 51 yHUUYTOXUI VIMIIepaTOpCKyI0 rBapauio?»
X3 CHI: «...»

X3 ChI ¢ meTCTBa BpalllajiCsl B CaMBIX PA3HBIX KPyrax ¥ HACJYLIANICS BCIKUX UCTOPHUH O
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOM, HO CTOJIKHYTHCSI C 3TUM JINUHO — COBCEM [IPYTOe AEJ0.

On CKPECTHUJI PYKU Ha I'Pyou U C HEMBIM N3YMJIEHUEM YCTABUJICA Ha KHUTY. XoTs Ta Jexala Ha CToJe
COBEPIIEHHO 683MHT8}KHO, X5 CHl IMO4YEeMYy-TO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO OHA 3aCTEkINIa B HEeeCTeCTBEHHOU
II03€ — CIIOBHO HEBUHHAA NEBYIIKA, BEIHY2KOEHHAA ITIOOYUHUTLCA. ..

[Tocne monroro Mmon4aHusi X3 Cel OCTOPOXKHO [IBYMS ITajIbllaMU IIPUIIOOHSIT 00JI0KKY U TIePEBEPHYIT
e€. Ha rpsisHOBaTOM CTpaHuIle KpacoBaIMCh OIPOMHEIE Hepormudnl «KoBapHHEN €BHYX», a HUXKE —
CTPOYKA MEJIKOTO TEeKCTa: «3aMuCKU YNHOBHUKA Y.

BmecTe nonmy4anoch — «3anucKy KOBApHOTO €BHYXa-UYMHOBHUKA Y.
X3 CHI: «...»

X3 ChlI CITOKOMHO 3aKpPHIT KHUTY. XOTS OH ¥ He 3HaJI, YTO 9TO 3a TBOPEHUE, OH OBIJT aOCOIIOTHO YBEPEH
B OJTHOM: 3TO TOYHO PYKOIIUCh €r0 KPECTHOT'O OTIIa.

W B Hell BOIIJIOTHIACH BCS €ro TNTy0oKas, Kak MOpe, ¥ BHICOKasi, KaK T'Ophl, HEHABUCTh K
HWMnepatopckoi reapouu!

YecTHO roBOPs, X5 CH CYUTAN 3TO COBEPIIEHHO U3NUIIHUM.
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