X3 Csl B3OPOTHYJI OT 3TOTO «CTAapHKa», HO JIUIIO0 er0 0CTAI0Ch HEBO3MYTUMEBIM. OH Jaxe To0e3H0
YNBIOHYJICST €BHYXY, TIOTOM B35/ U3 PYK Uxkao L[3uH4YKyHa KOPOOKY C e[oi U, He CIella, TepPeCTyIIHI
TIOpOT ABOPIIA.

B [IBop1ie Beunoit BecHEI 1fapuit xaoc: KypHl JIeTanu, co0aKu HOCUIUCH, JIIONU KPUdaIl U BaJIUIUCh C
HOT. FOHEBINM BMIIepaTop, PacTPEMaHHEIA 1 60COM, CTOSII Ha CTOJIe U3 0eI0r0 MpaMopa BBIIITMHON B TPH
YW, BEITapallyB YEPHLIE-IPEeYEPHEIE TTIa3€HKU U ThIYa IaJiblleM B IpOKAIIEero Ha I0Jly eBHyXa:

— Ax ThI, 6ecxBoCTHIH TEC! OcMenuncs oTpaBUThL cBoero rocynaps?! I'onosy c nneu! HeMensns romoBy
c eyl

Oparn oH Tak, 4To, Ka3ajioCh, COOPOTal0TCs TOPH ¥ PeKH, a OeMHEIN eBHYX TPSICCS, KaK B JTMXOpPajKe,
pBIgasi B TPU PY4Ybs U IPUUUTAS:

— He cmern, He cmen! HeBunoBeH s! [TomanuTte, Ballle BeIU4YeCcTBO!

EBHyxa IIpuciana caMa BIOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIepaTpulia B KaueCTBe IMYHOTO CIIyTu rocynapsi. Cama xe
€€ BeIMYeCcTBO, OMMMPAsICh HA PYKY CIyXKaHKH, OpoxkKasa OT IPOCTH, JTUI0 e€ OBIIO I[BeTa Xkene3a. OHa
HECKOJIPKO pa3 IIbiTajach BCTaBUTh CJIOBO, HO MMIIEPaTOpP, CIOBHO CBapiuBas Oaba, 3ariyuian ee
CBOMMH BOTLISIMH.

X3 Chl, mepzka KOpoOKY C e€[[0#, CTOSIT ¥ CTeHEI, CMaKysl IIpeficTaBlieHue. B mylie oH mopaaics: Uillb
THI, IIEHOK, PyraeTcsl — U HYU pa3y He moBTopuTcst! CloBapHBIY 3amac — 3arisueHbe!

PyraTenbcTBa rocyfaps MOCTEIEHHO CMEHUIIM HallpaBlieHue: 0T «TOCYyJapCTBEHHON U3MEHHBl 1
MIOKYIIeHUSI Ha 0co0y» Mepenuin K «HU MyKUK, HU 6aba, HU TO HU CE, MYXKUK, a poxka 6abbs». [Ipu
3TOM MMIIEPATOP TO U [I€JI0 KOCUJICS B CTOPOHY ABOPILIOBHIX BOPOT.

X3 Chl TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK y HETO 3aHbINa CIIMHA, U MOHS: TIOpa 3aKaHYKUBaTh C co3epiianueM. OH
HAJIOKWJI Ha JIUI0 caMylo 6€3MSITEXKHYIO YIBIOKY U C IIPUBBIYHOM JIOBKOCTBIO BCTYIIUI B [IETIO:

— Barme BenuuectBo~

— 3aTkHuCh, cobaka! KTo mo3Bonun tebe nasiTh?! — BHE3amHO B30pBaJjICA UMIIepaTOp, yKa3kBas Ha
eBHyXa.

X5 Cbl MTHOBEHHO TTOAXBATHUJI, IEPEBEAs CTPEIKHU:
— BecronkoBoe otponbe! I'ocymaps Beses 3aTKHYTHCS, a Thl BCE BOEIIb fJa Hoelrb! MonmyaTs!
EBHYX pa3oM 3aTKHYJICS.

«...» Y uMIepaTopa TOJIbKO AbIXaHKE [TepPexXBaTUIO, OH eIll€ PTa He YCIIeNl PacCKPHITh, KakK ero
orepenusI TPO3HEIN OKpUK X9 Chl. ClI0Ba 3aCTPSIIU B TOPJIe, He BEIMTH U HE BIOXHYTh, OTYETO JIUI0
ero mo6arpoBero.

Bce mpucyTcTBytouue, yBuneB X3 Crl, pa30M BHIOOXHYIH ¢ o0nerdenreM. Oco0eHHO BIOBCTBYIOIIAS
MMIIepaTpulla — €€ ra3a BCIBIXHYIM, MpayHble Ty4Yl pa3oM paccesauch. C BeIn4yaBbIM
OOCTOMHCTBOM OHa IIOTIPaBUia MPUYECKY U HECIIEIIHO ITPOX3Heca:

— I'maBa ITanaTe! mpuOLLI.

X3 CHI CKJIOHUJICS B ITOYTUTEILHOM ITOKJIOHE U MSITKO IT0XKeJal eé BE€JIMYECTBY 3[0PaBus.



Ha nuie BI[OBCTByTOH.IGfI HMIIEPAaTPUIbl HAKOHEI-TO IIOSABUIJIACh YJ'IBIGKa.

ViMmepaTop ¢ OTBpallleHHeM IJISIHYI Ha He€, ToToM Ha X3 Chl, OyATO yBUAE HEUTO MEP3KOE, ¥ PE3KO
OTBEN B3rsAa. [IpomomKaTh CBOM HaMEKHU Teleph ObI0 6eccMBICTIeHHO. OH NMUIlb PEIPKHYII C
XOJIOMHBIM NPe3PEeHNEeM U 3aKyTasICsA B CBOIO PBaHYI0, MEIIKOBATYIO XJIaMUY:

— Tol 3aueM mpuImen?

OH X0Tb ¥ MaJi, HO yXe [IOHKUMaJl: BOCTO4YHYIO nlanaTy eMy He epeduTh. [laxke ero IOKOMHBIN
OaTioIIKa ITPY BCTPeYax CO CTaphIM rflaBo [lamaThl yiabibancs B TPU psifga, TOBOPUI MITKO U TOjIoca
He TMoBbImIas. CTaphll TJIaBa CJIAaBUJICS CBOEH OeCIOIIafHOCThIO, ¥ €T0 XKeCTOKOCTh Obl/Ta CPaBHUMA
pa3Be uTo ¢ meMoHCcKo#. Ho Xa Crl 0H He 6osics.

X3 Cel §aBHO YSICHMII, YTO TOCYIaph B TPOIII €T0 He CTAaBUT. B {yIlle OH yKe MBICJIIEHHO IIPOIIENCS 110
BCEM BOCEMHA[IIIATH KOJIeHaM UMIIePaTOPCKUX MIPEKOB, HO Ha JIMIe COXPAHUII IOUYTHTEILHOCTD 1
maxe mo6aBUIT HOTKY 3a00TH:

— Bam CJIyTra IMPOCIJBIMIIA, YTO Ballle BEJIMYE€CTBO U3BOJINIIN PA3TrHEBATLCA N3-3a 3TOT0 HUKYIBIIITHOT'O
CO3MaHUA U MaXe OTYyKMHATh HEe COU3BOJIUIIN. HOTOMY JINYHO HpI/IHéC HEMHOI'o CHeIH.

C aTUMU CJTOBAaMU OH CHeJIajl HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB BIEPEN U C MTOYTUTENTBHBIM BUIOM IT0fial KOPOOKY C
emou.

Kopo6ka Orisia caMasi 00bIYHas, HO apoMaT, UCXONUBILIKY U3 HEE, CBOAMUII C yMa — 0COOEHHO IJIs1 He
yKUHABIIIET0 Tocynaps. [1axyio MsicoM, ¥ UMIIepPaTOP HEBOJIBHO CTIIOTHYII CITI0oHY. Ho OH He Mor
PacKycuThb 3aMbICITbl X3 CHI ¥ TTOIO3PUTENIEHO BOAUII I'Ta3aMy MeXKIy HUM U KOpoOKo#. X3 Crl ke
CTOSIJT, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, ¥ PA3TJIsiAeTh er0 BhIpaxkeHue ObIJI0 HeBO3MOXKHO. ['0cyHmaps, X0JIOMHO
OKHHYB B3TJISIIOM 30JI0TYIO BBEIIIIUBKY Ha manoyke X3 Cel, HAMPSIXKEHHO CIIPOCHIT:

— YTt0 3T0?!
X3 CHI TYT ke, Tog0060CTPaCcTHO, OTBETUI:

— MsicHoe miope. Baln ciyra MTUYHO Cpe3an HeXHelliee Msco ¢ COGCTBEHHOT0 Gepa ¥ TOMUT Ha
Me[IJIeHHOM OTHE HEeCKOJIbKO 9acoB. [10Iy4nIioch miope — TaeT BO PTY, HeobruaiHo couHo. He
W3BOJIUT JIM Ballle BEJIMUECTBO OTBENATh?

YcapIaB «MsICHOE TTIOpe», UMIIEPATOP CerKa M3MEHUIICS B JIUIE. A KOTa OOIIIO 40 «JIMYHO CPe3alt
c 6empa», meku ero nobenenu. Cobma3HUTENbHEIN MICHON apoMaT, CTPYUBILUNCS U3 KOPOOKH, yKe
He BBI3EIBAJI I'0JI0N1A, @ JIAIIE IIOACTYIIAIOIYI0 TOIIHOTY.

Ocobenno korga X3 Chl B 9TOT MOMEHT CJIeTKa IIPUIIOAHSTI TOJIOBY U yNIbIOHYICS. ETo Ty6OR! OBLIN
anmeiMu, 6y[TO BEIMa3aHbl KPOBBIO, @ KOXKa — 0esIolf KakK CHeT. BRITTIen oH TOYb-B-TOYb KaK IEMOH,
TOJIKO YTO ITOJIAKOMUBILIKNCS Y€JIOBEUUHON U He YOOCYKUBIIUNCSI 00TEPETHCS.

Y umnepaTopa BOJIOCH BCTaIM AbIOOM, JiefisiHast CTPYys mpobexkaa OT MSATOK [0 MakKymku. OH
BCKPUKHYJI, CIPBEITHYJI CO CTOJIa ¥ KUHYJICS B 00BSATHUS BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIEPATPUIIH], YTKHYBIIHCDH
JIUIIOM B €€ OfleXIbl ¥ He cMest 60JbIle B3TISAHYTH Ha X3 CHI:

— Ma-Martymika... s ycral... [IyCTh... mycTh r7iaBa [lanaTel UOET.

BrooBcTByIOIIas uMIeparpuiia ¢ 6eccunueM moriaaguia ero o rojioBe, B3JOXHYJ A U MOAHsIA T1a3a
Ha X3 Chl, TO-TpeKHEMY IIOYTUTEILHO CTOSIIETO B OTHaIeHUN:



— I'masa Ilanartsr...
X3 Cel 0TO3BaJICS, IOOHSJ TOJIOBY U MATKO YIBIOHYICS:

— Pa3 Baiie Benu4ecTBO U3BOIUIIN YTOMHUTECA, CliegyeT IMMOYUTh. HBOpHOBbIe BOpPOTa CKOpPO
3dKPOKTCA, a y Balllero Ciiyra emé ecTh mena. [103BoIbTe OTKIIAHAThCS.

BmoBcTByIOIIAst UMIEpaTpUIla CMOTPeia Ha HET0, CJIOBHO XKeJjlasi YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO B KOHIIE JIHIITh
elré pa3 B3IOXHYa:

— Crymaure.

Briinst u3 [IBopiia Beunoit BecHrr, X3 Crl HaKOHEI] IT03BOJUII cebe 06/1eTUEHHO BEIAOXHYTh. OH
IOoCTal U3 pyKaBa HOCOBOI IJIATOK U HECIIEIUTHO BHITEP TOHKYIO UCIIAapPUHY Ha JI0Y.

Kak rimacuT moroBopka, «¥ YeCTHOMY YHUHOBHHMKY HE PaCIyTaTh CEMEMHEIX IpaM», YTO YK TOBOPHUTH O
TakoM 6e3pogHoM U OeCIIOIOM ClIyTe, KakK OH!

OH — He ero npuéMHHIH oTell. CTapkrii riaBa [1aymaTel ¥ TOKOMHBEINM UMIIEPATOpP ObLIM CBSI3aHBI y3aMH,
CKPEIJIEHHBIMU KPOoBbio. Bo BpeMsi CMyThl rofioB UyHbI0aHb UMEHHO CTaphIl TJlaBa C TPUALIATHIO
OolillamMu BOpBaJICS B CaMyIo T'yIly MSATEXXKHUKOB ¥ BEIHEC OTTYZa UMIlepaTopa.

[ToKOMHBIM TOCyHaphb CTPAIIUJICS CTAPOT0 I'JIaBhl, HO elllé 0OJIbIlle Ha HEero mojarasics.

A 4TO [0 HEro ¥ HBIHEILIHEro uMneparopa... X3 Chl MBICJIEHHO I3BUTEJILHO YCMEXHYJICS. Pa3Be OH He
BUIEJ, KaK TOT IIIEHOK CMOTPHUT Ha Hero, OyATO Ha 37I0T0 Mauexa, B3TJIAI0M, TOTOBEIM M3pe3aTh €ro
Ha TBHICSIUY KYCOYKOB?

X3 Col TSIKeJ10 B3[OXHYJ, U B AyIlle ero IieBejbHYIach TOCKa. Bynb y Hero Takoi CHIHUINIKA, OH OB
eIll€ BOCEMbCOT JIeT Ha3al BO UM CIIPaBe[IMBOCTH IIpUPe3all ero U IMyCTUI Ha TapOBble TUPOKKH.

[TorpyXK€HHBIHN B 9TU HeBECETble JyMbl, OH He 3aMeTHUJI, KaK Ipu3pavyHbil YxKao [I3MHUYXKYH BHE3aIIHO
BO3HHUK Yy HETO 3@ CIIMHOM ¥ TaWHCTBEHHO MIPOIIEIITAT:

— T'ocmomuH rmaBa~

X5 Col B3APOTHYJI U BEIPYTajicsa cropsya:

— TBo10 MaTh!

Yxkao L[3MHYKYH aX BO3QyX BCXBATWUJI, U Ha JIUIlE er0 OTpa3uics yX ac:
— l'ocnioguH riasa... Moeii MaTepy HEIHYE... IECTHAECAT BOCEMb.

Kaxk BEBI, 4EPT BO3bMHU, YMYOPUIUCE CTAaTh YeThpbMs Benukumu XpaHUTENNIMU IIPU MOEM OTLE?
Braropmaps BeIIAIOMIEMYCSI TallaHTY 10 YaCTU ITOMCKa CMEPTH?

X9 CBI TaK ¥ HE CMOT 9TOTO IIOCTHYb, HO JIUII0 €T0 0CTABalIOCh HEBO3MYTUMbLIM. OH JUIIb KPSIKHYTI,
TIOKPYTHJI TYPMaJIMHOBOE KOJIBIIO Ha GOJIBIIOM Tajblle U C TIOJTHBIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM CIIPOCHIT:

— B yém meno?



Yskao LI3MHYKYH, BUMAS, YTO I'IaBa 0OJIbIlEe He BCIIOMUHAET O €0 IIECTUIECATUBOCEMUIETHEN
MaTepH, TAHO B3IOXHYI C 06JIeryeHreM, MONOIEN MEJTKUMHY LIakKaMu Mo6uxke 1 03a604eHHO
IIPOIIeNTal:

— locnioguH rimaBa~ BOoBCTBYyIOIIas HMIIEpaTPHIla 3apUTCS Ha Ballly KPacoTy. bynbTe 0CTOPOXKHBI!
X9 CHI: «...»

Thl — T/TaBa XXKEeCTOKUX ¥ OECIIOIIAAHEIX TAWHBIX areHTOB BocTOUHOM nanatel. He CIUIIKOM U THI,
IPYXKOK, CIJIETHUYAEITh?

I'nsagst Ha Ykao 1[3MHYKYHA C €r0 BeUHO-03a004YeHHEIM, MAaTEPUHCKUM BhIpakeHUeM nuila, X9 Chl
r71y00KO IIPOHUKCS MBICTIBIO, YTO BOCTOYHOI manaTe — KOHEL.

CKBO3b OCEHHIOI0 HOUb ITPOILIBIT IIPOTSIKHEINA 3BYK HOUHOTO KOJIOTYIIHUKA. CO BpDEMEHHU BEJTUKOM
Tpaypa [0 IOKOWHOMY UMIIEPATOPY BO OBOPLE BUTAJI0 HEKOE HEYJIOBUMOE, TOCKIMBOE OJUHOUECTBO.

X3 CHI 10 HAType JII00UIT IITyM, a He TULIUHY. [ToCayIIaB 3TH 3BYKH, OH ITIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK II0 KOXKe
nobexany Mypamku. MaxHyB pykoi Yxkao LI3uH4YKYHY, 4TOOH TOT ITOfaJI MaJlaHKKUH, OH PEIIHI
BEPHYTHLCS M KaK CJIefyeT pa3o0paThCs C TOM UCTPEMAHHOM KHUKOHKOM, KOTOPas C IIEPBOM Ke
CTPaHHULIBEI OCMENUIIaCh Hafi HUM HaCMeXaThCH.

Ho manaHKUH ellé He mofanu, Kak onuH u3 YeTeipéx Benukux Xpanurened, JIu Baoro, 6eciryMHo,
CIJIOBHO M3-TIOJT 3eMJIX, BO3HUK Iepef X3 Chl ¥ TOHKKUM T'0JIOCOM IIPOU3HEC:

— l'ocnonuH rinaBa~

X3 CHI el11é He yCIies UCIYTaThCs, KaK MypallKy yKe 1modexkany mo Koxe. OH CHOBa BHITED
HEeCYIIeCTBYIOIIUHY MOT co Ji0a:

— W oTKy@na THI B3sLICA?

B otnuuure ot Mory4ero u mroxero Yxao Li3unuxkyHa, JIu Baoro ObUT THIETYIIHEIM U JOJITOBSI3BIM. A
13-3a MHOTHUX JIET, IPOBEEHHLIX B TEMHOTE, €T'0 KOXKa Oblyla MepTBeHHO-01eiHOM, 663 HaMéKa Ha
KU3Hb.

X3 Chel He 3HaJI, KAKUMU KPUTEPUSIMHU PYKOBOICTBOBAJICS €T0 IPUEMHEIN 0Tell, BeIOupas YeThpex
Benukux Xpanuresnei. HaBepHoe, IpUHIUI ObIJT — YeM CTpaHHee, TeM JIy4Ile...

JIn Baoro nogusn nuto, emé 6oee cu3oe, 4eM y MOKOMHUKA. Ero rita3a B TYHHOM CBETE OTIUBAJIU
IpU3PavyHOM CHUHEBOU.
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