Crapyxa Jly, HemoBobHas, XoTesa ObIJI0 BO3pa3uTh, HO IePeBEeHCKUM CTapocTa He [ajl el 1 pra
PaCKpPHITh, pe3KO B3MaXHYB PYKOH.

— Kpome Toro, — mpogosKUil CTapocTa, — CYAs 1o cjoBaM Mosiomoro LI3u 2KaHs, B, IOKa ero He
Ob110, MpuOpany K pyKaM BCe IIPUITAChl, YTO OH BEIMEHSJT y cOcefied. OTO YTO 3a mopsaku? YemoBek
caM noOb ey, a BH €€ OTHUMaeTe. HeyXKTo X0TuTe ¢ ronony yMoputh? IIyCTh C ToIofy moMepeTh —
He KPUKHYTb, HO He 3abbiBaliTe: 6pak-To uMnepatopckuii! Konu cnyuurcs 6ena, Baleit ceMbe
HecnoOpOBaTh.

CnoBa cTapocCThl OBLIN CITPABEAJIUBEL, XOTh U C IIPUMECHIO 3aBUCTH. bpaK IIOCMEPTHEIM, [a elllé U C
MYKYMHOU-CYTIPyTOM — 3aBUIOBaTh HEUEMY, HO BOT Harpafhl-TO HacTosiue, 3BoHKue. Ctapyxa Jly,
CTOJIBKO TIOJTy4YUB, BCE CKynepasiHu4aeT. [la u momoran oH 113u 2KaHio 0TYaCTH MOTOMY, YTO IapeHb
npurisnynacsa. CtapocTa Aiofel IOoBUAalI — a 3TOT, efiBa B JOM MyKa II0IlaB, He COTHYJICH II0f
THETOM, a CaM Ha HOT'W BCTaBaTh CTajl. BumHo, cyabbe He MOKOPUTCS. Takue — C XapaKTepoM, C
T'0JIOBO#, paboTsIre — BCETHa BHIUIBIBYT. A BOT ceMbs JIy ¢ UX KYPUHBIM KPYT030pOM el1é
moXKareer.

Kakumu OBl MBICJISIMU CTapOCTa HY PYKOBOJCTBOBAJICS, CTapuKOB JIy ero cioBa npumaBuinu. He To
YTOOBI OHU CTAPOCTHI OOSITMCh — MMIIepaTOpCcKas BlacTh CTpallHee. [laeKko TPoH, fa KTO eTro 3HaeT,
KaK ToBepHETCS. [la ¥ caMy OHM IMOHMMAJIH: U3-3a 9TOM CBAfbOLI BCS ePEBHS UM OOKOM KOCSUHUT.

Crapyxa Jly X0Tb U IpuUTHXa, IN1a3a e€ Oerany, CJI0BHO MBIIIH.

[Toka oHa Moj4asna, BIepéq BrcTynua JIsH CSHISHB, IOAIepeB JagoHbI0 MMOSCHUITY TTOM TAXKEITBIM
KUBOTOM.

— Crapocra, BaM JIETKO TOBOPHUTD, Ha OTIINOe CTOsI! — €€ rila3a-mepcuku KOKETIUBO OJIECHYIH. —
[lemo-To He Ballle, BOT U TPEIIUTE, KaK COPOKa. Brl Be[lb lepeBEeHCKUM CTapIInHa, a He CYyObsi
NOAKYMHOU. CBEKPOBL MOSI — He U3 TeX, KTO 10 IyCTsKaM cKaHAanauT. Ecnu 6 oH mpocTo moen — fa
panu 6ora! Tak HET XKe: TPUK/LI 3BAJIU — OTHEKUBAJICS, B TOPHUILIE OTIEXKHUBAJICS, @ KaK BCe I10en
Ia Ha paboTy YIUIX, TYT OH U BHLJIE3, ONUH la IPUT0KUM. [leJI0 He B eie, a B HpaBe — JIEHTSU fa
obxkopa! A HacuéeT 3epHa... CBEKOp BUepa ymuOcs, B Tofax, MOIPaBIIThCS Hamo. A OH, 35Th, pa3Be
He [IOJIKEH 0 POJUTENIX MyXKa Ieubcs? [la, BuepalHsas nepenaska u3-3a egbl — [eJI0 HeX0pollee,
HO KakK TOBOPUTCS: POOUTENH BCerga mpaBel. CTapocTa, s BeIb BEPHO TOBOPIO?

113u 2Kanb 6pOBh B3AEPHYII, YKe cobrpasich mapupoBaTh, HO JIy YXK3Hb HEPHYII €T0 3a pPyKas.
— Ilycts 3abupaloT, — TuX0 ckasas JIy YxkaHb. — [MaBHOE — DOOUTHLCS pa3fena.

L13u 2Kanb u He gyman, uTo JIy Yk9Hb OKaxeTcs TakuM 6ecxpeOeTHHIM. He 3psi B IeTCTBE OT
u3neBok cOexarn. Ha ceppiie 3aleMusnio — u kKaJjioCThb, ¥ 37I0CTh, — a Ha JIKIIe JIWIIL Tyda Habexkara.

— [ToToM 5 3a Tebs 3TOT CYET MOKBUTAIOCh, — IIOCIIEIINIT YCIIOKOUTH ero JIy YxkaHb. — [JapoM OHU He
yigyT. — UM BOpaBOy, OTIYCKaTh 3Ty CeMelKy Oe3HaKa3aHHOU OH He cobuparscs.

Ycnrimas, uto JIy UkaHb BeTynutcs, 1I3u 2Kanb orctynum. JIumo ero BOPyT cTano 0e3pa3udHbIM.

— JlagHo, Koy CBEKOpP 00JIeH, HyKOAeTCs B IIOOKPEIJIEHUN — IIYCTh Te IPUIACH OyIyT MOUM
nopgHolleHueM. Ho oqHO — OTHENBHO, IPYToe — OTHeNbHO. Pa3fen cerogus x&e 1 COCTOUTCS. YOBITOK
s TIPOTJI0YY, HO U BHI IOPOTY YKaXKUTe. A He TO — BCE 3[eCh BApeOe3ru pa3Hecy, BaM ke He
mocTaHeTcs!

— Tel... T ocMeenrs! — CTapyxa Jly, nogorpeTas pedyamu JIsH CsHIISIHb, BHOBb 00Opesia IphITh H,



YCIJIBIIIAB 3TO, 3aTOIlaJIa HOTaMH.

— Mozxerte 1poBepuTh, — 6€3 TeHU IMoIui npousHec LI3u XKaup, moMaxuBas CKankod. — Bymy
cYuTaTh [0 Tpex. He cornacurecs Ha pa3fen — Ha4yHy KPyIIUTe. Pas... ABa... TpHu...

Bawm!

1I3u XKaub He cTan MeniuTh. [Toka cembs Jy Monuasa, OH B3MaxHYJI pYKOU U C TPOXOTOM OIIPOKHUHYII
CTOSIBIIYIO Y IBEPH IJIETEHKY C CYIIUBIIMMCS TOPOXOM.

— A-a-a! — Crapyxa Jly B3BU3THYJIa, KaK Iogpe3aHHasi, TUI0 UCKa3uia 3BepuHas 3100a.
[I3u 2KaHb ocTaBajsica HeBO3MyTUM. — Pa3... iBa...

— Henumcs! — He MOXKUOASCh «TPEX», BHIKPHUKHYIA cTapyxa. 2Kaba mymuia eé npu Bupe
OTIPOKMHYTOM IIETEHKH, a TYT eié L[3u 2KaHb HalleUIICS Ha MEIIOK C IIPocoM. — [lenumcs, Tak
nenuMcs! Ho HU 3EépHBIIIKA OT MeHS He moyunilb! TE Belb TaKOK CaMOCTOSATENbHbIM — caM 1
IIPOKOPMHUIIIbCSI! Y MeHst ceMbst O0JbIasi, PTOB MHOTO, JIMIIHET0 HET. Ho maxe ecnu pa3genumcs —
00s13aHHOCTH cBoM Hecu! [TouuTaTh pomuTesIeH MyKa — MOMT 39T ceMbH JIy!

Xwm! 3HaUYUT, pemnuIy Ha HEM, KaK Ha KO3Jle OTIYIeHNs, BCE BEIBE3TU?
Ho LI3u 2KaHb He Aypak.

— Ecnu pa3penuMcsa — g BCE paBHO uJieH ceMbH JIy, BepHO? ECu B HOJIKHBEI CBOMX KOPMHUTD, TO U 5
Bain. TonbKO MpH3HAaBasi MEHST CBOMM, BHI MOXKeTe TpeGoBaTh C MEHS yXOHa 3a BaMu. A TPU3HaBATh
CBOMM, [la U3 [IOMa BBRITOHSTH HAaTWIIIOM — 3TO V2K HUKAKOH JIOTHKE He TOONaéTCs.

— HeBecTKa, TH HellpaBa, — Q)BIpKHYHa JIau Caunsiab. — TH, MOXKET, U HE B KypcCe, KaKOBO Hallle
IIOJIOKEHNE, HO I'lIa3a-TO0 Y Tebs ecTh? B Hamel cembe PTOB MHOT'O, a4 €0bI BEHHO B 06pe3. Fonom —
AeJ0 IIPUBEIYHOE. HOCMOTpI/I: 6epeMeHH51e, JKEHIIWHH, TeTH... TH Bedb MYyZK4YMHa, HE CTaHEelIb Xe y
HUX OCJIEJHEE OTHUMATh?

— CHopuUTh C BaMU — TOJIBKO YM 3a pa3yM 3aX0fuTh, — oTMaxHycsa 13y XKaube. — be3 NUIIHUX CII0B:
yxaxXuBaTh Oy@y, eCjiu IIpU pa3ferie IoJydy BCE, UTO I0JI0XKeHO. [a U JeTel-BHYKOB Y BaC MHOTO, 5
He eJUHCTBEHHBHIN 39Th-BHoBel. O0513aHHOCTH II0 YXONY IOfEe/IUM 110 T0JI0BaM, KaXXKIOMy — CBOSI
nosnsg. XOTUTe Ha MHE BCIO HOIy T0BeCUTh? He BHINTET.

— TwI!..
Bups, kak crapyxa JIy 6arpoBeet oT 310cT#, 1131 2KaHb TPOIOIKHUII, TOPAO BCKUHYB I0A00POIOK:

— MoxeTe opaTh ¥ CKaHJAJIUTh, HO 51 He U3 MOKJIAAUCTHIX. EC/u cerogHs BCE He yIaguM I10
CIIpaBeJIMBOCTH — OT yXOda OTKaxXych. M He myMaiiTe, YTO CIJIETHSIMU MeHs MpuxkMeETe. Ha Takyio
YIOOUYKY 51 He KioHy. He BepuTe — momnpoOyiiTe.

EnBa oH 3amoiyan, cTapyxa JIy ¢ TPOXOTOM OTIIBEIPHYJIa TaOypeT U MJII0XHYIach Ha I107,
IPUHSBIINCH KOJIOTUTH 110 3€MJIe ¥ IphraTh HoraMmu. [1oJHEI HaOoP: BOM, PEB, YIPO3bI IIOKOHUYUTH C
coboi. [TpuunTama, YTO CEMbIO HEB3TOOBI CTYOUIIH, YTO XKEHUIIM HA HECUYACTIUBOM... [IpefcTaBnenue
pasbIrprIBajia epBOKIaCCHOE, HUMAJIO He CMYIIasiCh MPUCYTCTBUS CTAPOCTHL.

Kak TONbKO cTapyxa 3aBenach, JIaH CSHIISIHb yXBaThJIa €€ 3a PYKy ¥ MIPUHSIIACh Clle3y TuTh. Bpome
KaK yrOBapHBajia CBEKPOBh He HAPHIBAThLCS, HO U3 TPEX CJIOB OBa OBUIM YKOJIaMH B CTOPOHY LI3u



XKans.

l'ao Xyait, 00BIYHO B 3TOM CeMbe HEBUOUMKA, HabOJIIOaa 3a CIIeKTaK/IeM M3-3a CIIUHBI MyKa, T71a3Ku
eé Oeranu ObICTPO-ORICTPO. B3BeCUB BCE, OHA BHICTYIIMIIA BIIEPE].

— CBEKpOBB, HEBECTKA, YUMHUTECh, — CKa3ajla OHa. — [10-MoeMy, HeBeCTKa mpaBa. Heroxe mpu
pasferne 4ejoBeKa Ha YJIUIY BHICTABIATh. MBI Belb OlHA CEMbsI, T030P Ha IePEBHIO HABOOUTH HE
cnen. — OHa moTgHYya cTapyxy JIy 3a pyKy, IBITasiCh MOJHSATH, HO Ta B SPOCTH OTBECUJIA €1 3BOHKYIO
noméyuny. Ha 1meke TyT ke 3aaiena IATEPHS.

— Ax T8I, nypa! YMmHuLa Hamacs?! Torga cBoro oo othai! Cmenas — Tak U 4yXKOU MUCKU He
xBaTait! — Crapyxa JIy oparna Tak, 4To OPBI3TH CHIIOHHI eTenu B ['ao Xyai, Ta 0TBOpadYMBasIach,
IIPUKPHIBASICH JTaJIOHBI0. YBUEB, Kak JIy YaniuH oTTammi ['ao Xya#t U IPUHSIICS €€ JMYIIUTh,
IIPUTOBapyUBas «pa30pUTENIbHUIA!», CTapyxa C TOPKECTBYIOLIEH KeCTOKOCThIO B I'JTa3aX BHOBb
yoapusia B Ijiay:

— Ox, maryumku! [Toryoutenu! Ha Ko¥ Takoii xkpebuii Beiran?!
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