OpHako, BOpBaBIINCH B TNlaBHYI0 KoMHATY, LI3u XKaub ocTtonbenen. Bece cobpanuch, atTmMmocdepa Onina
THETYyIIel, a Ha IOYETHOM MeCTe C BaXXHBIM BUIOM BOCCefas CYTYJ/IBIN CTapUK, MOTJIaKBaIOIINUN
6opony. Bcs 3Ta kKapTUHa HallOMMHAaNa Cygunuile. Y egBa OH mepecTyIuI IOPOT, Ha HETo
YCTPEMUIIUCH [AEeCATKY I'Jla3. OcTaibHBIE CTApaIuCh COXPAHATh HEUTPaJIbHEIE JIUula, HO JIsH CAHIAHD
He CKphIBaja 3JI0pafCcTBa.

Tak 3HA4YUT... 9TOT CIIEKTaKJIb 3aTesiu OJIisd Hero?

[Tongymas Tax, LI3u XKaub muirs npunopHsan 6poBb. [locTyKuBasi CKanKoM 10 JafoHU, OH OCTaHOBUJICA
W IIPUHSJICS Pas3TsgblBaTh COOPABIINXCS.

— O, HeBeCTKa, 4TO 3TO TH 3aAayMmasa? Heyxenu npu cTapocTe B3gyMaa Ha POJUTENIEN PYKY
nopHSATh? — JIaH CAHISHb, OPOCUB B3TJISM Ha CKaJIKy B pykKe LI3u 2XKaHs, TyT Ke sI3BUTEIHHO
BBEPHYJIAa CBOE CJIOBO.

E€ pasgpaxkeHnue Oblsio TOHSATHO. Buepa ['ao Xyaii mprHecsa KyprHYIO HOXKKY, HO e€ Ha BCeX JeTel
He xBaTuso. JIsH CAHNAHD peumnia, 4To LI3u XKaHb He yBaXkaeT e€, pa3 yrocTun Tonbko 'ao Xyaii.
OHa, KaK BMIOBa, JleTell UMeTh He MOTJIa, @ TIOTOMY 3aBUoOBajla TeM, ¥ KOro oHU Ovlu. BoT Bemb
Mep3aserr!

HIMeHHO IT0O3TOMY OHa U HalllellTaja cTapukaM, 0yaro L[3u 2KaHb IpsYeT ey u He MOYUTaeT
crtapuux. B utore crapyxa Jly He TONBKO pHKa3asia CHIHOBBAM, YaH ['aHy u Yan L{uHy, BEIHECTU BCE
Betu 113u 2KaHs, HO ¥ IIpUTIacKlia CTapOCTY, YTOOb 00EPHYTh BCE IPOTUB HETO.

Cnosa JIau CsiHnsgHb cTanu uckpoi. Ctapyxa JIy mpuHsinack OuTh cebs mo 6égpaM, MpUYUTAs:

— Ox, MaTyIKH, 4TO 3a HamacTk! HecyacTHas Haira ceMbs JIy, 4To B oM TaKyio Oedy HakIuKasa!
[Mornsgoute Ha 9Ty Mep3Ky0 poxy! Ila OH IMpu CTApOCTe OTIIa C MAaTePhI0 YOUTHL X0ueT! CHIHOK THI
MoH, Yk3Hb! 3aueM XKe Thl TaK paHO MOKKUHYI Hac! ['JITHb Ha CBOIO XKeHy, He X04YeT OH HaM KU3HU!

[13u 2KaHb CMOTpeJI Ha 3TO IPefCcTaBlieHue, pa3uHyB poT. CBEKPOBb U HEBECTKA TaK AY3TOM
BBICTYIIAJIM, YTO II03aBUO0BaN ObI 1I000M aKTED.

«Hy v Hy, pa3omnuck», — IOOyMaJl OH, HO BHEIIHE OCTABaJICS XOJIOHEH.

— MHe BC€ paBHO, 4TO BBl TYT 3aTesnu. CKaxy OJHO: KaK BEIHECIIH MO BEIlld, TaK U IPHUHECETE
obpaTHO. MHaue meHsiTe Ha cebs!

— TBou Beum? Kakue eme TBou Belmu? — crapyxa JIy BcKodmia ¢ MecTa. — ThH K HaM B ceMbio Jly
IIPULIEN C OOHUM Y3€eJIKOM, JaxkKe IPUOAHOr0 He IIPUHEC, a Telleph 0 CBOEM TOJIKyellb! Kak pas
CTapoCTa 371eCh, IyCTh pacCymuT. Tl C CaMOro IPUX0Aa TOJIbKO KHPHEEIIb, B I10JIe He XOOHUIIIb,
paboTH He Jefaelllb, Ja elllé 1 Bopyelllb, T0Ka Hac HeT! Mbl CO CTapUKOM TOJIBKO CJIOBO IIOMEPEK
MOJIBUJIY, @ TH yKe pyKHU pacmyctuin! CTaplinx He YTHIb, CHIHOBHUM JONT 3a0bl1, He YesoBeK Thl! 1
elé cMeelrs CBoé TpeboBaTh! MEI BceM JOMOM XKUBEM, HE NEUIUCh, BCe Pagy ITPOMUTAHUS
ropOaTsaTCs, a THl IIPUIIACH MPUIPSATHBaelb! Tkl Hac, CBEKpPa CO CBEKPOBBIO, B I'POII He cTaBuilb! He
AyMaii, pa3 MyKUK, TaK U IIpaBuJI XKEHCKUX He KacaeTcsi! Bpak TBou ¢ UK3HeM UMIIePaTOPCKUM
yKa3oM OnarocnoBnén! Henpusitue aToro 6paka — 3Ha4YUT, COMHEHNUE B pellleHUU UMIIepaTopa,
HETIOBMHOBEHUE yKa3y, KapaeTcs cMepThio! A Konb Opak MpUHSJ, 3HAUUT, TH XKeHa YKIHSA, MyKa
(bamMuInio HOCUIE, ¥ TBOM JONT — 3ab0TUTHCS 0 ero pogutensax! Y Kkyma Obvl 1 HU TIOIIIa, Be3e
npaBay Haugy!

I3u 2Kaub He HepeGI/IBaH CTapPyXy, IIOKa Ta He BEIAOXJIdCh. Jluiik TOTa OH, BCE TaK XKe IIOCTYKHUBaAA
CKAaJIKOM, ITOTHSII HOJI60pOJIOK:



— 3aKOHUUIIN?

Crapyxa Jly He oxupana TaKOU peaklU¥ U Ha MUT OIellna.

B 3T0T MOMeHT cTapuk Jly cXBaTUICA 3a MOSICHULY U 3aCTOHAI:
— Omu, cnuHa Mos cTapas!

Jly UK3HIO y2Ke HeBMOT 0Ty OBIJIO CMOTPETh Ha 3TO, OH ABUHYJICS BIEPEN, YTOOH IPOYYUTh UX, HO LI3u
2KaHb 0CTaHOBUII €r0 B3rIsigoM. Beero mumb 6abby y10BKU. ECTIU OH ¢ TaKUM He CIIPABUTCS, TO
KaKOH Xe OH MyXK4uHa!

— Yro BYepa CIIy4Yunoch, Bce BUOEU KaK Ha NTafioHu. KTo 1paB, KTO BUHOBAT — JTIOX pa3bepyTcs.
CrapocTa — 4enoBeK MyOpPHIM, HaBepHsIKa O MIPOMCIIECTBUU CIIbIIIA U Y2Ke BEIBOLH CHienal, —
cnokoiHo mpousHéc LI3u XKaub, KUBHYB cTapocTe. — 4 B moMme JIy HelaBHO, BCE MHE TYT BHOBE.
Iaxe ecymu OBl 5T ¥ B3SI7T YTO-TO, YTO C TOTO? B Moeii KJeTyIlKe U 04ara-To HeT, SICHO, YTO eqUM U3
OJHOTO KOTJa. [Iporonomasncs — cebe ey IPUTOTOBUII, pa3Be He B MOPSIIKE Bellei? A BBl Cpa3y
Habpocunuck, 6yaTo Ha Bopa! Ecnu moecTs B BallleM JoMe — 3HAYMUT, BOPOBATh, TOT{IA 51 caM cels
npokopmtio. I[Ipumnackl B 00KOBOM KOMHATe 51 Buepa y JepeBeHCKUX Ha IUYb BEIMeHsI. [1o KakoMy
IIpaBy BBl BCE IIpubpanu? A Temeps ellé u cyaunuile ycrpauBaete! Tak, MOXKeT, IPIMO cerdac u
paspenumMcs? O clipaBedIMBOCTH TOBOPUTE, @ CaMU BCE IITMBOPOT-HABLIBOPOT!

— Ara! Tak TH ¥ BIIPSIMb SHIla fa MyKy yKpasn! — crapyxa Jly, He ciocoOHas BeCTH pa3yMHBIN CIIOD,
pelna, 4TO IOKMasa ero Ha CJI0Be, ¥ 00epHyJach K cTapocTe. — CrapocTa, criblmanu? MEl ero He
okynesertanu! OH u ecTb BOP!

Eé rnynocts 3actaBuna L[3u 2Kaug paccMmesaTscsa. OH caM U3 KPECThAH, BCAKOE TOBUOANl — U 38 MEXKY
[paJiich, ¥ U3-3a NYCTSIKOB CCOPUIIUCH, U KYp BOPOBAH, U r'ycel Tepsimu. Ho 4ToOB CBOEro Xe u3-3a
enBl BOpoM 003bIBaid — BIIepBhle. ECuM He CYUTAIOT CBOUM — OJHO LeJI0, HO 9Ta CTapyXa TO TOBOPUT
«THI B CEMbEe», TO KpUUUT «Bop»! UTo 3a Kaira B ronose? Cama cebe MPOTUBOPEYHUT, MOKET, Mapa3M
HaCTynumn?

KTo rpomye opéT, TOT u mpaB? Tak, MOXKeT, eMy CHayaJia BCEé pa3HECTH, a IIOTOM ITIOTOBOPUTH?

— JlagHo, — BU[IS, YTO CTAPOCTa MOJITUMUT ¥ NUIL HabmonaeT, 113 2KaHb ef1Ba 3aMeTHO YCMEXHYJICS.
OH OKHHYJI B3TJISA0M BCeX IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIKUX U OCTAHOBUJICA Ha cTapyxe Jly. — 3anuKiIuauch Ha
OJIHOM sIiIle fia LIeT0TKe MyKu? X0po1uo, Bo3Melly. Ho ogHO ycrioBre: pa3pensieMcsi OKOHYaTEebHO.
Kak BBl kUTh OymeTe — Batie meno. A s, [13u 2KaHb, 3asBIsI10: C 3TOr0 OHS MBI OTHEIbHO. Heuero Tyt
IIPO «CeMbSI HOJIKHA OBITH BMECTEe» TOJIKOBAaTh. EC/IM, KakK B TOBOPHUTE, Pa3 S B CEMbIO BOIIET, TO BCE
3apaboTaHHOE JOJIXKEH OTMaBaTh, a IIOECTh — 3HAUMT, YKPACThb, TO KaK MHE XUTh-TO? CeromHs
CTapoCTa Ha Hallle IIpeCcTaBJIeHre CMOTPUT, a 3aBTPa, TJISIUINb, XOPOHUTh MEHS IPUIET?
HHTepecHO, HOBeeHKe 10 FOJIOOHON CMEPTH — IPECTYIJIEHHEM CUUTaeTCs?

Stumu cimoBaMu 1131 2KaHb JTOBKO 3aTKHYJI POT U cTapocTe. [10Ckn OB ICEH: CMOTPETh MOXKEIIh, HO
€CJTM BMelIllaellbCcsi — MeHsIH Ha cels.

Crapocra, ©3Ha4aJlbHO COOMPABIIKNCS OCTAThCSI B CTOPOHE, TIOUYBCTBOBAJI HEJIOBKOCTh. B myIie oH
mpe3upan nosefgeHue ceMbr JIy, HO Kak oQUIIMATEHOE JIUII0 CTAapaJICs COXPAHSATh HEUTPANIUTET.

— Kxe-kxe! — HaKOHeIl IPOKAIIISBIINCh, CTAPOCTa TPOU3HEC, CTAPasiCh OBITh O0BEKTUBHBIM. —
Crapyxa Jly, HempaBa TH. §1 ciyman-ciyInai, a BRIXOOUT, THl Ha HOBYI0 HEBECTKY 3a TO, YTO IT0€eJIa,
o0ukaeIncs. A OHa X TOJIbKO B IOM BOIIIJIa, He OCBOUJIACH ellé. CBEKPOBLIO Oyoy4u, Moria Obl mo-
moOpoMy HAaCTaBHUTh, a Tl CPa3y BOPOBCTBOM [a PYKOIPHUKIIAACTBOM ITyraeiib. CMeX fia ¥ TOJIbKO!



CaMma X rosopusia — B CEMBIO BOIIJIa, 3HAYUT, CBOSA. KOJIb CBOSI, Tak 4TO TAKOT0O-TO 1oecTh? He
BOPOBCTBO 3T0. BUXYy 5, THl Ha TeX AUllaX ¢ MyKOU 3aluKiuiack. Ho HeBeCTKa yxke cKasal —
BO3MeCTHUT. [lyMalo, BaM KaXI0My YCTYIUTb HALO, Aa U [eJI0 C KOHI[OM.

— CTapOCTa, Oa KaK XKe TdK, OH XKe...
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