L13u 2KaHb mogymas, 4To CTapyxa, He CyMeB CMUPUTHCSI, CHOBA BEPHYJIACh, HO BMECTO HEE B KOMHATY
BOILIEJT BRHICOKHM KPEMKUH MyKYKWHA C TOJIBIM TOPCOM, HeCs B PyKax MUCKY C YeM-TO TropssuuM. Boums,
OH CHavaJia 3aKphIJI ABEPD U JIUIIb IOTOM HAIlPaBUJICS K KPOBATH.

V3-3a 3aKpHITOM JBEPU B KOMHATE OBIIO TEMHO, K TOMY K€ MYXKYKMHA CTOSJI CIIMHOM K CBETY, IT03TOMY
[13u 2KaHb HEe MOT pas3rsifeTh ero aumo. OJHAKO 0 CUIY3TYy OBIJIO BUIHO, YTO OH IIMPOK B IJIeYax U
cTaTeH. X0Tsd Ha HEM OkljIa MPOCTast KPEeCThTHCKAS OfeXKma, HepKaJiCs OH C HeOORYalHO
0J1arOpPOOHOM U BETUYECTBEHHOM OCAaHKOM.

K10 3TOT MyX4yMHAa?

3u 2KaHb TUX0PagovYHO Iepedupars B MaMsaTH BO3MOXKHEIE BAPHAHTHI, HO, CTPajas BPOXKIEHHOM
HeCToCOOHOCThIO 3allOMUHATE JIUIA, la ¥ BUepalIHssa cBafb0a MpoIlia Kak B TYMaHe, OH TakK ¥ He
BCIIOMHMJI.

— Trl HUYEro He eJ1 co BUepalrHero fHs. 4 cBapun Tebe namniry. BcTaBail, ToKa ropsdasi.

1131 2KaHb, KOTOPHIM IIPOCTO YCTABUJICS HAa MYKYKUHY, ObLIT OIIIEIOMJIEH €ro HU3KUM, OapXaTHEIM
rosiocoM. OH 4yBCTBOBas ce0si pa30UTHIM U He JBUTAJICS C MECTa.

MyKunHa I0CTaBUJI MUCKY Ha TabypeT y KpoBaTH, nomor LI3u 2KaHI0 cecTh, yCTPOUB €ro Tak, YTOOH!
OH MOT OTIepPeThCS Ha U3T0JIOBLE, @ 3aTeM NIPOTSAHYJ €My MUCKY.

— Ewmp, — cKa3as 0H, BJIOXKUB Iajlo4kKy B pyKy LI3u 2KaHa 1 MIATKO IIOATOIKHYB.

1I3u 2KaHb, M3ro0faBIINICS, HE CTal 0TKa3blBaThCAd U C JKAQHOCTBIO IPUHAJICA 3a efy. OKOHYUB C
JIATIIION U BHIIKB BeCh OY/IHOH, OH HAKOHEI] 3a7ajl BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIY NaBHO €Tr0 My4HIl.

— KTt0 THI?

MyX4rWHa He OTBETHII, JIUIIh MOJTYa IIPOTSHYJ PYKY, @ ero riy00KUH B3TJISA YCTPEMHUIICS IIPSMO B
rnasa 113u ZKaHs.

I3u XKaHb... 1131 2KaHb onemnsi, pacTEPIHHO MOpras U He IIOHUMas, YTO OT Hero XoTdaTt. Cugsa
6711Ke, OH CMOT Pa3TJIAieTh YEePTHI JIWIa MYXKYMHEL U [TOHSJI, YTO TOT OBIJT JOBOJIHHO
npuBekaTenbHeIM. [llnpokue 6poBu, OomblmKe rIa3a, TBEPALIE, YETKNME YEPTH U CMyTas Koxka — II0
OTIEJIbHOCTH 9TH JeTajIu He OBIJIM BHIIAIOIIMMUCS, HO BMECTE OHM CO3[aBajIi BIEYAT/ISIOMNKA 00pas3.
MyX4rHa U3/y4Yal YBEPEHHOCTh U CHUIIY, CJIOBHO M€Y, BIIOKEHHBIM B HOXKHEI. Ha COBpeMeHHBIN J1aj
MOXKHO OBIJTO GBI CKa3aTh, YTO OT HETO IIPOCTO BESITIO MYKCKOM Xapu3Moi, OB OH YePTOBCKHU
MyXKeCTBEHEH.

113u XKansb, 6ymyun reeM, MpeanoyuTal HeKHBIX U XPYIIKUX MTapHel, a He TaKUX MYCKYJTHUCTHIX 1
OOMMHAHTHBIX, HO 9TOT MyK4YHHAa 3aCTaBUJI ero 3amepeThb. ETo MO3Tr 3al0/IHUIIO OOHO-eAUHCTBEHHOE
CIIOBO — Kpacaselr!

He moxpaBimmch peakliuy, MyXK4Y/WHa HaKOHEL 3aTOBOPHUIIL:
— Jlail MHe MUCKY.

[I3u 2KaHb IPOTAHYII MUCKY.

MyxX4rHa B35J1 €€ U BCTa:

— Ecnu noxo ce6s1 9yBCTBYyelIb, IPOCTO oTHOXHU. Hara pa6oTa B mone nopoxmet. [IponycTuth



OEeHb-IPyTroil — He mpobieMa.
C 3THMHM CJI0BaMHU OH PA3BEPHYJICS U BBIIIE.

— Ilomoxpu! — 113u 2KaHb, OIIOMHUBIUNUCH, OKJIUKHYJI €r0, HEPBHO IIOKOCUBIINCH Ha IIOMUHAJIBHYIO
TaONIMYKYy, YKpallleHHYI0 KpacHOM JIEeHTOH, Ha cToe. — Thl Tak U He CKa3asl, KTO Thi!

MyX4rHa 0CTaHOBHJICS, He 000pa4YuBasiCh, IUIIL CIerkKa IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY:
— Jly Yk5Hb.
— JIy UYxkonb? — 1131 2KaHb noyecas 3aTblJIOK, IIBITasgCh BCIIOMHUTD, I'I€ OH CJIBbILIA] 3TO UMS.

[Toka OH pa3MBILUIAT, MyK4YKHa ucues. [IBeps Oblsia 3akphiTa, U L13u 2KaHb He criblma, 4To0s OHa
OTKPHIBAJIaCh UJIU 3aKphIBanack. [laxe maroB He ObII0 CNBIIIHO. OH IPOCTO UCIIAPHUIICS.

[13u 2KaHb yCTaBUICS Ha TO MECTO, THOE TOIBKO YTO CTOSJI MyXKUYUHA, a 3aTEM, CJIOBHO TOTYUHSACH
KaKOMY-TO BHyTpEHHeMYy [100yKeHUI0, IIOBEPHYJICS K IOMUHANIBHOM Tabnudke Ha cTone. Buepa, BO
BpeMs cBanbObl, OH He yCIIell Kak clieflyeT pasrisifeTh eé, a B UMIepPaTOpPCKOM yKa3e UMs
YIIOMHUHAJIOCh, HO OH €ro I103a0BbIJI.

V3-3a m10xoro ocBelleHus U paccrosHus Li3u 2Kanb He cpa3y cMor pa3obpaTh Hagmuch. [IpeBHUe
MeporuQsl OBUIM CIUIIKOM 3aMBICIIOBATHIMY, ¥ €MY IIPUIIIIOCH [OJIT0 BIISOLIBATLCS, YTOOH TOHATE,
YTO TaM HammcaHo. Y Kkorma oH HaKOHeI] pa3o0parl, ero 4yTh He XBaTUJI yaap.

— Jly... Jly-ny-ny... Yk9Hb? ... 4... HaBepHOe, omubes?

LI3u XKaub ocTonOeHesN, BHE3AMHO BCIIOMHUB, KaK MyK4YUHA Uc4Ye3. EMy CTamo X0NM0mHO, ¥ IPOXKb
npobexkana 1o Temy.

Jly Uxkansb, Jly Uk9Hb, JIy YXK9HE...

Ecnu oH He omm0OcCs B MIPOYTEHUH, TO... TOT IMAPeHb OB IPHU3PaKOM?!
Boxe! Heyxenu OH U BIPSMB XXKEHUJICA Ha npu3pake? YTo 3a yepToBIIUHA!
— IMomoxkmu, 3TO OBINT «IIPU3PAK Ha KPOBATU»...

[13u 2KaHb BCTIOMHUJI BYEPAIIIHIOI HOYb, TIOJHYI0 CTPACTH ¥ BONHEHHUS. B TEMHOTE OH BUIE JIUIIIb
CMYTHBIU CUJIY3T, UL OBIIIO HEPA3IUYUMO, HO TEJIOCIIOXKEHHUE. ..

Ter[epb, BCIIOMHKHAa4A, OH IIOHAJ, 9YTO 3TO OBLTT TOT Ke MYy2K4YHKHa. X0Tst OH He OBLI YBEPEH Ha BCe CTO
IIPOIEHTOB, HO MHTYUIIUA ITOCKa3kIBajla, YTO 3TO OH.

‘-IepT' Y10 MOXKET OBITH CTpalllHee, 4eM OCO3HATh, UTO THI OelCTBUTEIbHO KEHAT Ha an3paKe?

LI3u XKaHub CTIOTHY, OpoxKa OT cTpaxa. EMy cTasno He 1o cebe, u, HeCMOTPS Ha 00JIb B TeJe, OH
PELINIT He 0CTaBaThCs B KOMHaTe. C TPYOOM OfEBIINCH, OH CIIOTKHYJICS, yIal U, 3aCTOHAaB, MeIJIEHHO
TIOJHSIJICS, IepKach 3a Kpal KpoBaTH. Illar 3a maromM oH BEIOpAsCst U3 KOMHATHI.

— O#1, kT0 3T0 Y Hac TyT? COoJHIIEe elllé He B30III0, @ HOBOOpadyHas yKe BhIIIIa II0Ka3aThCs!

Pe3kuii xKeHCKU royoc 3acTaBuit L[3u 2Kaus B3aporayTs. OH 00epHYJICS U yBUAe 6epeMeHHYI0
JKEHIIWHY, KOTopas, Iy3ras CeMe4KH, C YXMBITIKOM cMOTpesa Ha Hero. Ei Ob110 4yTh O0JbIIIe



OBaAllaTH, U BHEIIHE OHa OblJTa CUMITIATUYHOM, HO €€ SI3BUTEILHOe BEIPpAaZKEHHE JINIa IBHO T'OBOPHUJIIO O
TOM, YTO OHaA HINET II10BO[ OJis CCOPEHI.

XoTs XKeHIMHa SBHO Obllla HacTpoeHa BpaxkaebHo, [13u 2Kanb obpamoBancs. HakoHeI-To OH yBUmen
KIBOTO 4eloBeKa!

OH mocmemus K He ¢ YIbI0KO:

— Kak mMHe Bac Ha3hBaTh?

XKeHIMHA IBHO He 0XKHuajla TaKOX peaKLUU U Ha MTHOBEHHE pacTepsiiach.
I3u 2KaHb IPOIOIKAM:

— B uMIepaTopcKoOM yKa3e FOBOPUJIOCH, YTO 9TO CBaAb0a C TOCMEPTHO HarpaXXgEHHLIM reHepasioM
cembu Jly...

Ha camoMm [fenie OH XOTeJl CIIPOCHTD, IIOYEMY, eCJIM 9TO TeHepaJsl, Y HUX HET PEe3UMIEeHINH, a TOIBKO
KAKOH-TO JKaJIKUK OOM B TTynrd. Ho oH He yclien 3aKOHYMTh, KaK KEeHIIWHA, 3aKaTUB TJ1a3a,
obopBaJa ero:

— Oii, Hy TH gaémb! Ha3Bascst reHeparsnblinei, Tak U Bef€emb cebsi! Ecnu Obl OH He MOACTaBUIICS IO
yhap 3a uMIepaTopa Ha 1mose 605, To Ob1 OB IPOCTO Ky4der KOCTeH, a He jexkan Obl 37[eCh C
nmouecTssMu. Y 94TO TONKY OT 9TuX Harpaa? Bcé paBHO BCE mOCTaNOCh XKUBBIM. BoT Takas cymnbal

fA3BUTENBbHO OPOCUB 3TO, OHA IIBBIPHYJIA CKOPJIYIKK OT CEMeueK U, He yaocTouB LI3u 2Kaus 6osbiie
BHUMaHUS, TIOBEPHYJIACh ¥ VIIIa, OOHOM PYKOH MOANepKKUBasi JKUBOT, a APYTO¥ OMUpPasich Ha
TIOSICHHUILY.

[13u 2KaHb CMOTpeI el BCief, II0Ka Ta He CKPBUIach U3 BULY, @ 3aTeEM II0YyBCTBOBAJ cebd
COBeplIeHHO onycToméEHHKM. Hy 1 nena! I'enepan 6e3 pe3uneHIy, KUBYIIHUH B TIYIIN C Ky4yen
OelHBIX POACTBEHHUKOB. VI3 IBYX Nofel, C KOTOPEIMU OH CETONHS CTOJIKHYJICS, HU OOUH He ObLI
IPUATHEIM. BMeCTO OTBETOB Ha CBOX BOIIPOCH! OH ITOJIYYHJI JIUIIb IOTOKY SI3BUTENIBHEIX CJI0B. IIpocTo
Kommap!

113u 2KaHb He pelrancs BepHYTbCS B KOMHATY, 4, TaK KaK CIIPOCUTD OBIIIO He Y KOT'0, OH PEIIuI
IPOTYSATHCS 10 ycambOe. [[oM, XOTh U MO COJIOMEHHOM KPHIIIeH, OBIT JOBOIBHO GOJIBIINM, HO
Kaxfas ceMbs XKHUJa 3a OTHEJIbHOM CTeHOMU, YTO CO3[aBajlo YETKNE IPaHULIb.

[TporynuBasich, OH 3aMETHUJI, YTO B loMax OO mycTo. Bupumo, Bce yiu paboTaTh B IOJIE.

113u XKaHsp, Oyoyuu HOBUUKOM, He 3HAJI, YTO AesaTh, ¥, He pellasich BEPHYTHCS B KOMHATY, PEIINII
IIPUCECTD Ha YUCTHIA KaMeHb U IOAyMaTh O CBOEH XKU3HU. YTO eMy Telepb AeaTh?

Cyns o BceMy, ceMbs Oblyia 6effHOM. CyOs 10 CjI0BaM TOM KEHIIKHBI, OHU MTOIYYUIIA Harpajbl OT
MMIIEpATOPa, HO TJIaBHBIM Irepoi OBbLI BCETO JUIIL IOMUHAIbHON TabIUYKOM, a Bce 60raTCcTBa,
BEPOSITHO, OCTANIUCh APYTUM.

— Ox! — B3poxnyn I3u XKanb. — JlafiHO, ecnu y HAC HU4Yero HeT, OyneM 3apabaThiBaTh. f Bedb
MYXKYHWHa, HEeYXKeJId He CIIPaBIIioch? [laxke eCciu HET Pe3U[eHIUU reHepasa, CTaHy XOTs Obl
3aKHUTOYHBIM KPECThSIHUHOM!

Yem GorbIlie OH myMasi, TeéM GOJbIe BOOMYLIEBISICSA. ECITH 30ech HUKTO HE X04YEeT C HUM



Ppa3roBapuBaTh, OH HOfIJIéT K cocendaM. HaBepH;{Ka Haﬁ}léTCH KTO-TO, KTO paCCKaXeT eMy t-ITO-HI/I6YJ:[B
II0JIEe3HOe.

PemuB Tak, oOH BCTal U HalIPpaBHUJICA K BBEIXOOY, HO BOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJ 3ad CIIMHOMU JIeOsSHOe

nyHOBeHHe. EMy II0Ka3amoCh, UTO OH YCIIBIIIAT TUXUNM MYKCKOHM cMex. OH pe3ko 00epHYyICs, HO
HUKOTO He yBUAET.
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