— He Tak yx ObICTPO, MBI IITK OOJIbIIIE JECSITH NHEH, KakK ¥ Ha NyTH Tyda, — A-HUH He MOHSAIL.
Kaxpeiit meHb OH BUAeJ, Kak TOCIOAMHA 3aCTaB/ISI0T Pa3roBapyBaTh ¢ KHa3eM Cs10, OT 4ero ToT
BBITJISIET U3MOXKIOEHHBIM, ¥ IyMaJl, UTO BPeMs [JIsl HeT0 TSIHETCSI MyYUTeNIbHO Me[iJIeHHO. Kak ke
TIOJTyYUJIOCh, YTO OHO IIPOJIETEJI0 MTHOBEHUEM?

JIto CroaHbaHb JEUCTBUTENILHO YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BPeMS TSIHETCS Me[JIEHHO, HO JIMIIL U3-3a 60K B
ropne. Ero MeIC/H, 0OOHAKO, 3aCThIIN, X OH HE CUUTAN BPEMS TATOCTHHIM. B ero XXU3HU HACTyIUI
penKuil Ieprof, Korna eMy He Hy>KHO ObIJIO My4YUTEIbHO Pa3MBIIIIATE O TOM, KaK BepHyTh HebecHoe
IJao Ha CBOE MeCTO. Y Hero IpocTo He OBITIO HA 9TO BpEeMEHH, IIOTOMY 4TO II0 HACTOATEIbHOMY
TpeboBaHuI0 KHSA3g Cs10 ero AHU OBUIHM MOYTH IOJTHOCTBIO 3aM0JTHEHBI BOIIPOCOM: «AX, O KaKOH YIIUIle
CerofHs paccKa3bBaTh?»

JIsu I_Hy CHOBa Imogbexal Ha jomanu, U A-HuH, ClI0BHO IMogMa3aB HOOOIIIBEI, 6I>ICTpO CKDPGHIJICA B
CaMOM XBOCTE OTpsOa.

JTIro CloaHbaHb MTOCIIEITHO TIOJIOXKWII B POT JIefeHell [AJIs TopJia ¥ 3aKalllsaics, n300paxas KpanHIO0
cJ1a00CTkh.

OH HHKOTTa TaK CUJIbHO HE XOTEeJ BEPHYTBLCA IOMOM.

Ho, moxoxe, gaxe noMa eMy He ygacTcs n3bexkaTh y4acTH paccKasuuka. JIto Oy4uxu 3apaHee
Hamucasn 6paTy o TOM, 4TO KH3b Cs10 cobupaeTcsl BbeXaTh B TOPOJ, T0O3TOMY MECTHbIE YMHOBHUKY U
npenctaBuTenu [lomectss: bBenoro 2Kypasiis yKe X[Oalu y BOPOT B Ha3HaYeHHHIN feHb. [Io mpaBuiam
JIsn Iy gornkeH OB OCTAHOBUTHLCS B TOCTHHMUIIE, HO r1aBa [ToMecThbs JIi0, CTaIKUBasICh C 3TUM
«BOEHAYaJIbHUKOM, KOTOPHIY, BO3MOXKHO, JKEHUTCS Ha ero fo4epy, HO jy4ile OB 3TOTO He
CIIY4YUJIOCH», OOJIKEH OBII IPOSIBUTDH NOJIXKHOE YBaXKeHNE U BeXKJINBO IIPEAJIOKHUTI:

— B IlomecTtbe benoro XKypasnsa o Bairero BeicouecTsa OATOTOBJIEHEL IOKOH.
JIgu Iy KuBHYI:

— OTnuyHo.

Taxk u OBITIO pelleHo, I'ie OH OCTAHOBUTCS.

EnBa JTto CroaHbaHb IMePeCTyIuI IOPoTr IToMecThsl, Kak ero TYT XKe yTallliiia CIyKaHKa TPeTheln
rocroxu. JIto HaHbioaHb [ajia ero B CBOel KOMHaTe, BCS B BOJTHEHUH, U, YBUIEB OpaTa, Opocuiach
K HeMy, CIIepBa [JIs BUa PACCIPOCUB O IMOXUIIEeHWH. YOEIUBIIKNCh, YTO OH IIeJT ¥ HEeBPEIUM U B
3[IpaBOM yMe, KaK ¥ MKCa [Os/is, OHA Cpa3y Mepela K TTaBHOMY:

— KH$3b IeiicTBUTEIPHO He COOMPaeTCss Ha MHE XXKeHUThCS, ITpaBaa’?

— JleiicTBUTEILHO He cobupaeTcs, — o6bsicHuI JIto CroaHbaHb. — OH 0CTaHOBUIICS B [ToMecThe,
yTOOBI IPOBECTH BPEMS CO MHOM, HO cedyac 5 yKe He 04eHb X049y C HUM IIPOBOIUTH BPEMS.
[Tocny1ma# Moii TOOC, OH eHCTBUTEIHHO OOJIHUT.

— Her, HeT, TH HOJIKEH €ro COMPOBOXKAaTh. BApyT, ecnu TH He OyAelh, OH 3aX04eT, YTOOH 5 ero
compoBoxpaana? UYrto Torma genatsh? — JIto HaHbloaHb IPUHSAIACH PHITHCS B SIIUKaX U JOCTalla
6onbmiol naket yag «CepeOpsiHas numonsg». — bpat, ymonsio Tels.

JTio CioaHbaHb OB BHIHYKEH IIPUHATHL 3TOT IIOAAPOK 1, 0OHSB €T0, BEPHYJICS B CBOM BOIHBIN
maBuIb0H. OH HaMepeBaJICs XOPOILIeHbKO IIpUieydb, HO YBUEI, YTO CIYTHA HOCATCS TyHda-Ciofa, Hecs
nocTebHOe 6efbe U CTyNbs. — A-HUH? — ymuBHUIICS OH.



— T'ocnioguH, rocionud, — A-HuH, Bech B 1OTY, ABUran mkad. — KHs3b 0TKa3asncs oT
TIOATOTOBJIEHHBIX IJIST HETO ITOKOEB U MOTPe0OoBa OCTAaHOBUTLCS B HallleM MaBuIboHe. Ho 3mech
CJTUIIIKOM TPSI3HO, HY2KHO CPOYHO yOpaTh. I'oCIIOfuH, NTydille ITOKa OTHOXHUTE B APYroM MecTe. AX 1a,
rnaBa [loMecThs 3Bajl Bac.

JTio CroaHbaHIO IPUIIIOCH CHOBA TOOPOIUTD 110 IOPOKKAM, BEIHYKIEHHBIN IIOCTOSTHHO XOIUTb.

Ot maBuIbOHA [0 KabuHeTa OBIIO HeMajioe paccTossHue. K aToMy BpeMeHU BCe YUeHHUKHU B IOMe YiKe
y3HaJH, YTO «KHs3b CsI0 I0Kesal OCTAHOBUTHCS BMECTE CO BTOPHIM I'OCIIOAMHOM», ¥ OBLIM KpaiHe
YIOUBIIEHBL. ITO OBITIO Jaxe 0ojiee IMOKUPYIONIUM, YeM ecyiu Obl 0€3r0JI0BEIM TPYI BAPYT BCTAJl, BETb B
TPyIe MOTJIU ObITH 37IBIE MYXH, @ BOT BHe3amHas Apyxk06a KHsa3s1 Cs0 ¥ UX BTOPOTO TOCIIOAWHA HE
mopgaBanach 00bsICHEeHUIO. Bce ¢ MI000IBITCTBOM CMOTPEIIH Ha HEro, a OgHA CMejasi CIyKaHKa Jaxe
CIIPOCHIIA:

— BTOpOfI TOCIIOOWH, HAAOJITO JIM KHA3b Csio octanoButcs B ITomecThe?

— Bo3MO0XHO, Ha TpU-TISITh OHEl, — xputio orBeTun JIio CioaHbaHb, BTallHe HagesCh, YTO 3TO Oy#eT
MakcuMyM. MiHaue, naxe ecnu oH OygeT eCTh IIJIOOH CTEPKY/INH KaK OCHOBHOe OJII0[[0, €T0 TOpJIo He
BBIIEPKUT.

T'ocmoxka JTio ToXe XKmana B KabuHeTe. YBUOEB ChIHA, OHA CHavdasa paccipocuiia O IMOXUINEeHNH,
THIATEJIBHO OCMOTPEB €ro TPHU-YEThIPE Pa3ad, IIpexXKae 9eM CKa3dTh:

— Wmu, oTel Xo4eT MOTOBOPHUTD C TOOOH.

Peus, ecTecTBenHO, ma o KHg3e Cs10. Y JIo CroaHbaHa 601710 TOPJIO, U OH He XOTeJl IPOU3HOCUTD
JIMITHUX CJI0B, IO3TOMY OIYCTHJI BCE, 4TO mpou3ouwno oT 'opoma Benoro XKypasns no ['opoga Anbix
O061akoB ¥ OT IepeBHU Y OOHOXKUS ropkl o0paTHO 0o ['opopa Bemoro 2Kypasisi, KpaTKO OTBETUB:

— MEI IPOCTO HEIJIOXO JIafuM.

JIro @ymy cripocurn:

— O 4éM 00OBIYHO TOBOPUT C TO0OM KHS3b Cs0?
JIto CroaHbaHb OTBETUIL:

— O T'opoge Benoro 2KypaBsiis u 0 BUHE.

JIto OyIy youBUIICS:

— Tomnpko 06 aTom? — T'opop Bemoro 2Kypasnst ObUT 3aypsigHEIM TOPOOKOM, @ BUHO He IIJIO HY B
KaKoe CpaBHEHUeE C IBOPLIOBEIMU HalUTKaMU. Pa3aBe MOXKHO Ha 3TOM IIOCTPOUTH TaKyio OIM30CTh,
YTOOH! IIOCENIUTLCS B OMHOM JIBOpPE?

JTio CroaHbaHb B3[OXHYJI, IOHKMas, YTO OTEI] CHOBa He BepUT. YT0oOb n36exkKaTh JaTbHEeNIINX
PaccIpocoB, OH mo0aBwI:

— HWuorga M1 roBopuM 0 HebecHoMm [lao. — UM o KymaHuu, HO 3TO OBIII0 HEYOOOHO OMUCHIBATS.
JIto @ymy yKa3all Ha CTyJ HallpOTHUB:

— Kakoe Hebecnoe [1ao? Ecnu y Te0st 60JTUT TOPIIO, HATKIIIH.



JIuno JIto CroaHbaHa CMOPIIUIOCH, CIIOBHO TOPbKas THIKBA.
He xoueTcs nucats.

Torga oH cka3zal:

— Ho, B03M0XHO, KHA3b Cs10 KOET MEHS.

JTio CroaHbaHb YCIIEIIHO BEIOpascs U3 KabuHeTa, HO, eBa ClejlaB HECKOJIbKO IIaroB, YBU/IEN, YTO
OSiOs COMIPOBOXKAAET caMoro KHs3s1 Cs0. OH TYT Ke MOBEPHYJICS, YUTOOBI CKPHITHCS, HO OB
OCTAHOBJIEH:

— CroaHbaHb, U CIOfIa, KHI3b CI0 X04eT IMOrOBOPUTE C TOOOM.

«,.»

Bropou rocrnogus JIto Ha 9TOT pa3 ¥ CepALieM CXKaJjiCs, CJIOBHO ropbKas ThiKBa. C POXKOEHUS U [0
CEeTOIHSIITHETO OHS OH HUKOTTA He OBII TaK 3aHSAT B CBOEM moMe. CHavasa cectpa, IOTOM MarTh,
IIOTOM OTeIl, a Teleps ellé u KHI3b Cs0. [ToueMy BOPYT BCe XOTST €T0 CIyLIaTh?

He xogeTcs roBOpUTH. YCTal.

JIan Lly, yBuneB ero CMOPILEHHOE, CIIOBHO YBSALINN OBOLL, JIUI0, COEPXKAHHO YCMEXHYJICSA U Ha 3TOT
pa3 He oTpebOoBa paccka3aTh B UETBEPTHIN pa3 UCTOPUIO O cBagbbe MSICHUKA, a IPOCTO CIIPOCUITL:

— I'me THI XKUBEMIL?

— Ha ceBepe, — KopoTko oTBeTun JIto CioaHbaHb. — TaM certyac ybupaioT, HeygoOHO IPUHUMATh
rocTeu.

— Torma nokaxu MHe [TomecTse, — JIgH Iy He oTcTynuin. — Ha BOCTOKe, KaKeTCs, KpaCHUBLIE
Imer3axu.

JTio CroaHbaHb C HafeXKIoM ITOCMOTPEeI Ha CBOETO IS0, TaK KakK 00JIbIasi Y4aCTh BOCTOYHOM
TEePPUTOPUM NIpUHaAIexkana eMy. X0391H, COIIPOBOXKAAIIIUYN BEICOKOT0 TOCTA, — OTIMYHO. Ho JIo
®yuxku sIBHO Tak He cuuTasa. OH OB IOTJIOIEH U3yUYeHNEeM HOBOTO JIeKapCTBa U [NOJIKeH Obl
IIOCTOSTHHO HaXOAUThLCSA Y IIeUn, y Hero He ObII0 BpeMeHHU pa3BlieKaTh IOCTEN, 0COOEHHO TaKUX
BLICOKOITOCTABJIEHHBIX, HO COBEPIIIEHHO He Pa30HpaloIINXCs B MEOUIIMHE, KOTOPHIE SIBHO MTPUILITH
IIPOCTO ITOCMOTPETh. [lepemaTh ero CTOIb XKe MPa3gHOMY IJIEMSHHUKY OBITIO Uea bHEIM pelleHrueM
— OHM Ka3aJIMCh CO3MAaHHLIMU APYT IS APYyTa, HacTosIas mapa 6e3neIbHUKOB.

TakuM 06pa3oM, BTOPOH rocrmopuH JIro OblI BHIHYXKAEH B3ATh Ha ce0s 9Ty 3afgady, uTo ero KpaiHe
PaCCTPOHIIO.

[Tocne Toro xak JIro Oyuxu ymen, JTro CroaHbaHb Me[IeHHO nonsaTuics Ha3an. JIsgH ly ¢ ycmemkon
CKaszai:

— TrI rOBOpHUII, YTO XOYellIb IT0Ka3aTh MHe ['opox benoro XKypasis, a Teneps, €Ba BOUASA B
[TomecTbe, yxKe xouelb cOexkaTb? TaKOBEI TBOM MaHEPH 'OCTEIIPUHUMCTBA B YETHIPE THICSUU
BoceMbCOoT JieT? Uném!

JIo CroaHbaHb HE CMOT COIIPOTUBIIATHCA U, CIIOTHIKAACh, IIOTAIIIUIJICA 3a HUM:

— OX.



[TomecThe benoro 2Kypapnst ObIJI0 OTPOMHBIM, ITOYTH KaK IIOJIOBUHA ropofa. Ecnu no0aBuTh K HEMY
JIeKapCTBEHHEIE IOJIST ¥ OOJTMHEI B TOPAaX, TO OHO CTAHOBUIIOCH OeckpaiiuuM. JIio CroaHbaHb, ITPOUMIS
HECKOJIbKO IIIar0B Ha BOCTOKE, COBEPIIEHHO 3allyTasICsA ¥ TPUKABI IIPOIIEN II0 OOHOM U TOU XKe
pa3buToi TPSI3HOM TPONMHKE, TAaK U He Hakas BeIXOAa. Torma OH ¢ MCKPEeHHEeH JIEHBIO B T0JI0Ce
CKasall:

— Bot, noxanyu, u Bcé. JIagHO, MOLIIN.
JIau [y gépHyn ero 3a OpsAab BOJIOC:
— Tot ¥ B COOCTBEHHOM [OMe He MOXKEIllb HalT! IOpory?

— ¢ HuKorma He OBIBAJI HAa BOCTOKE, — C ropeunio oTBeTun JIto CioaHbaHb. KOHEYHO, OH TaKXKe
HUKOTHa He ObIBaj B OOIIMPHEIX 3eMJIsIX Benmukoit fIHb Ha ceBepe, 10Te, BOCTOKE U 3araje, HO IIoYeMy
JKe OH TaK XOPOIIIO 3HaeT PacloJioKeHNe rop U PeK 3a Teicsaun nu? KoHeuHO, TOTOMY 4YTO YUTal
KHUTHU. A BOT caf AsiHA — 3TO APYroe Aejo. B KHUrax ero He ONKCHIBAIY, fa X JOPOTH TaM ITIOCTOSHHO
IepecTpauBaloT.

Ero ropmo Bce€ e1é 60s1ero, I03TOMYy OH TOBOPHJ THXO U cJ1abo, C yCTaIbIM U JIEHUBHIM BhIpaXKeHUEM
TUIla, HallOMKUHAS OeyI0 KOIIKY U3 MMIIEPATOPCKOTO Cafia, KOTOPYIO CIIUIITKOM 4acTo riaaunu. OH
BBITJISIIe/T HECYACTHBIM U MTOHABJIEHHBIM, C ONMyIeHHbIMY OpoBsiMu. JIsH Iy mocMmessicst Haf HUM
HEKOTOpPOe BPeMs, a 3aTeM, HaKOHell, He CTaJl HaCTauBaTh Ha IIPOHOJIXKEHUU MTPOTYJIKH, CKa3aB:

— TTorigéM OCMOTPUM, THE TH XKUBEIIID.
JTio CroaHbaHb C 00/I€er4YeHUEM B3OOXHYIL.

Y oHU CHOBa IpPOIUIN JOITUU-TOITUY MyTh.
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