B3arnap JIu Ykao HEOTPHIBHO criefoBai 3a [leBoii L3t0Hb. Ta B3sd/1a AEPEBSIHHYIO PAaCUECKY U
HalnpaBuiach K He? Cepale BHOBL IIPefaTelbCKU 3aK0JI0TUIIOCE.

— IloBepHuCh. He cMOTpY Ha MeHS.

HexHb111 ronoc npo3sydan B yuax, u JIu Yxkao I0oCIyLIHO IOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY. B crnepyroiiee
MTHOBEHHE Ha BOJIOCaX OLIYTHJIACh JIETKasA MPOXJIafia, a 3aTeM — HeXHble IBUKeHUs pacyecku. Ee
JIUI[0 MTHOBEHHO 3aJIMJIOCh PYMSHIIEM, a TeJIO 3aCThIIIO.

— JIu Yxkao... pacCKaxu MHe, KaK IPOIIJIA TBOU ITOCHIeNHNE THU.
9tu cnoBa 3actanu JIu YKao BpacIioxX, U OHa Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMoJjIyaia, He Bepsl YCIIbIaHHOMY.
— He xodeIs — He Hafo.

[Toka3zamnoch nu e, unu B ronoce [eBwl LI310Hb Mpo3ByYasa neérkas oduma? Ho, 6yab TO Tak UK HET,
JIu Ykao He 1no3Bojuia Obl el TPYCTUTS.

— Xouy! Ecnu TH X04ellb — g pacCcKaxy!
— He Oynbs ToBOP/IUBOM.

YcnnimaB 310, JIu Ykao riymno yneiOHyIach U oBegasia 0 COOLITHSAX MIOCTIeIHUX THel. PasymeeTcs,
OHa yMoOJT4ajia O TOM, KaK TOCKOBaJa I10 Hel KaXAyl0 MUHYTY, COCPeNOTOYHBIINCEH Ha YPOKax
6abymku [y, mpa3mHoBanuu HoBoro ropa B ['opopke YXKye 1 HEKOTOPHIX AejlaX CBOETO YUUTES.

IeBa LI310Hb, CyOs 0 BCeMY, Cllyllajla BHUMaTeIbHO. Pacyécka B e€ pyKax TO 3aMefisiia, TO
yCKOpsisia Xof, oTdero JIu YzkKao moyyBCTBOBasa JIETKUH 3y[ B TOJIOBE, KOTOPHIK OYATO Iepemancs u
CeprLy — OHO 3aHBLI0, CJIOBHO €T0 JlIaCKaJld IEPOM.

Kak x0Tenoch CXBaTUTh €€ PYKY U He OTIIyCKaTh HUKOTHA. ..

Ho MbIicib TYT ke Oblta nofgaBneHa. JIu Yxkao, Kak Bcerya, ciepkaa IOphIB, U €€ paccka3
IIOCTEIIeHHO CMOJIK.

Borapunack KopoTKasi 1ay3sa, IpepbiBaeMast JINIIb TUXUM LIIOPOXOM pacyécKu, 0epexkHO MPUBOOsIIeH
BOJIOCHI B TOPSIHOK. TOT, KTO iepKa rpe0eHs, mepekuBalt CJI0XKHYI0 TaMMy 4yBCTB.

Ona He oxupaa, 4yTo JIu YKao mpolina yepes CTOJIb CYPOBLIE UCIIEITaHUSA. Kak ke 0OHa
ycepactsoBana! [Touemy?

E# Op1710 ¥ TOHATHO, ¥ HeT. Ceplle CKUMAJIOCh OT O0JIH.

XOoTsI OHa ¥ IpeArnosarana, YTo YXOO MaTepy CTAHET [JIs 9TOM TIYIILIIKY TSXKENBIM yIapoM, HO He
IyMalia, 94To [eJio 3aiaéT Tak maneko. K cuacTeio, KuTtenu I'opogka YXKye yTelland U MOAgepKuBaIu
eé.

Baub 1[310HbY ITOYYBCTBOBaa 00JIeryeHue 1 IopafoBanach 3a Heé — Ta oOpesia JIofei, CTaBIINX en
IIOYTH CEMBEH.

Ho B TO ke BpeMst €€ He MOKUOAIN CMYTHEIE ITOIO3PEHUS — He MTOJapUI JIM 9TOT apOMaTHHIH
MEII0YeK KTO-TO U3 €€ MPOLIIOro, APYT AeTCTBa?

XoTs 3afiaBaTh TaKOM BOIIPOC OBIJI0O HeyMecTHO, Banb LI310HbM He ymepkKaacs:



— JIu Yxkao, paHbllie TH He HOCUJIa Mellovek. IToueMy Teneps...

— Memoyek? — JIu Ykao Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aflyMajiach, a 3aTeM YJIbI0OHyIack. — ITO TETYIIKa JIu gana
MHe, 4TOOBl XpaHUTh MeJKue Belullbl. OH TeOe HpaBUTCA?

[TonsB HaMéK, Banb LI310HBYM He CTajla HaCTauBaTh — OHa He J1I00uIIa 0TOUPAThH TO, YTO HOPOT0O
OPYTUM.

— He Hy)HO, — GBICTPO OTBETHJIA OHA, & 3aTEM CIIPOCHIIA:
— [ToueMy OBl IPOCTO He TOJIOKUTH UX B PYKaBHBIY MeIIo4YeK?

OOBIYHO, eCTTH Bellld MeJIKKe, HO BaXKHbIE, [JIST HUX 3alllMBalOT OT[Ee/IbHEIN KapMallleK B pyKaBe. Unmu
XOTs OBl IPSIYYT CaM apOMaTHHIN MeIllo4yeK Tyoa — Beflb Ha II0siCe BEIH JIETKO MOTEPSTh, 0COOEHHO B
CTPAHCTBUSX.

— 39-3... To, 4TO BHYTPH, O4YEHD [JII MEHS BaXKHO, — CKa3ana JIlu Yxkao. OHa He MOrjla IPU3HAaThCH,
YTO YaCTO CMOTPUT Ha MeIIOYeK, BCIOMUHAS €€, ¥ YTO, CIIPSITaB ero B pyKaB, OHA JIUIIIb OCTPee
OLIYTUT €€ OTCYTCTBUE U BIIQAET B YHHIHUE.

YenbimiaB 970, BaHb LI310HBY He CTalla MOIBITEIBATHCS Maibliie — €€ COOCTBEHHEIE MBICTIH OBIIIH B
6ecropsimke. He cTouso crmpamuBaTh 000 BCEM 9TOM...

3ametus, uTo [leBa LI310HR 3aMOJT4aIa, a pacyécKa yKe IMOKHHYIa €€ BoJock, JIn YKao 0CTOPOKHO
TIOBEPHYJIACh U BITJISIHY/Ia Ha Heé. XOTs BHIpaXkKeHue JIMIa TOM PasTiIsafeTh He yIaraoch, OHa yJIOBUIIA
JIETKOE HEeIOBOJILCTBO.

[Touemy? JIu YKao 3apymarnach. ETMHCTBEHHOE, YTO IPUXOAUIIO Ha YM, — 3TO «MelIo4yek». Ho oHa
He MMoHKUMala, moueMy [leBa L[310HL UM 3aMHTEPECOBAJIACh, fa ¥ OblIa M 3TO BOOOIIE IPUYHHA.

Kaxk 0nI TaM HU OBLJIO, CceiYac OHA mOJIXKHAa ObLIa...

— [leBa LI310HB, g Xouy Tebe KOe-4To oKa3aTh, — CKa3asa JIu Yxkao, X0Ts ¥ ObIJI0 HEMHOT'O
HEJIOBKO.

YcnrimaB aTo, Bans LI310HbY B3T/IsIHYIa Ha TOBEPHYBIIYIOCS K Hel JIu UYKao ¢ 1erkuM
He#oyMeHHeM. 3aTeM OHa YBHUeJa, KaK Ta CHIMaeT MeIIoYeK U, KaXeTcs, COOUpaeTCsl er0 OTKPHITh.
B eé cepnue 3aTeNNUINCh U CTPaX, ¥ OXKUNAHUE.

MrHoOBeHHUE CIIYyCTA — HUJIK, MOXKET, I1eJlad BEYHOCTh — COOEPXKUMOE MEIIOYKa IIPEeaCcTalio mepen
T'Jla3aMH.

I'nuHsHas GUrypka u OUHTHI?

— OTo HOBOTOHMI ofapok oT 6abymku [Ty. OHa crenuia MOEro y4uTessi, — IIporoBopua Jiu
Ykao, He pelnasichk CMOTPeTh Ha [eBy LI3ioHb. E€ yneiOKa BeigaBana HePBO3HOCTh. OHa IPOTSIHYIA
GUTYpKY, HafiesiCh, UTO Ta He 00paTUT BHUMAHUS Ha OUHTHL.

OpHako, B3sB ¢Gurypky, [leBa LI310Hb OUTH Cpa3y CIPOCHUIIA:
— A 3a4eM TyT OUHTHI?

— 9-9... — JIu Yxkao cnerka OIIyCTHIJIa I'OJIOBY, CXKaJla FY6BI, Y Ha JIUIIe e€ MOSBUIaCh HEJIOBKOCT.



OTa peakius... Baub LI310HBM CIIPOCHIIa CKOpPEe MHMOXOMIOM, HO TeIeph el NeHCTBUTEILHO CTaJIo
JII00OIBITHO.

— Tl Ke TONMBKO 4TO CKa3ana: «Eciu TH 3ax04ellb — g pacckaxy». Heyxkenu 970 Oblia myTKa?
— KoneuHo, HeT! — JIu YXkao TyT XKe Bo3pa3uiia, HO 3aTeM 3amsanack. — IIpocro... 4...

— JlagHo, g He x04y Tebs MpUHYKOaTh, — CKa3ana Baub 1[3toHbu. XOTS e#f ¥ BIpaBay OBIIO
MHTEPEeCHO, OHa He JKejlajla CTaBUTh Ty B HEJIOBKOE IOJIoXKeHue. [la u cebsl 0Ha cefiyac He y3HaBalla
— YyTb JIX He IPUHYK/ala e€ CI0BaMHu...

Ho JIu Yxkao BCé XKe OTBETHUIIA.

— 9Tu OGUHTH OCTAJIUCH C TeX Nop, ¢ CHeXKHOM ropkl. MHe OBIIO JKaIK0 UX BLIOPOCUTH, U 51 XpaHUIIa,
HO ITOTOM... CIy4YHUJICS HeOOJIBINON NHIMAEHT, UX IIopBasia cobaka... Toraa s mompocuia TETYKY JIu
cOenaTh MHE MeIIo4eK, YTOOBl XPaHUTh UX. BOT, COGCTBEHHO, U BCE...

OHa To-TIpekHEMY He IIOIHMMaJsIa I'OJI0BH], ¥ Pa300paTh €€ BeIpaXkeHue nulla OblIo TPYIHO.

— ITouemy Tebe OvL0 XKanko? — Crpocus 3To, Baub LI310HBY MIHOBEHHO II0XKasesa, HO CJI0BO He
BOpoOeH.

U perictBuTensHo, JIu YKao mopHsIa TONOBY. B e€ rina3ax 3aropeicsi MATKHUM CBET, B KOTOPOM,
Ka3aJI0Ch, TAUJIOCh HEUTO HEBBICKA3aHHOE... YTO-TO, Yero HesIb3s OBUIO IIPOU3HOCUTD BCIYX.

OHa crerka MpUOTKPELIA TYObI, HO MPeX[ie YeM yCIesa YTO-TO CKa3aTh, BaHb 1[310HbM CTPEMUTETIEHO
TIOJHSJIa PYKY U MIPUKPHITIA e# poT.

Korpga Té€nnele u MsArkue ry0bl KOCHYJIUCE €€ TafoHH, 110 Tely Baub LI3t0HpM mpoOeskana BoIHA Xkapa,
CMeIllaHHasi C YeM-TO OCTPBIM, CJIOBHO TOK. OHA TYT e OTHEPHYJIa PYKY, ORICTPO MOBEPHYIACh
CIIMHOM ¥ IIPOM3HEeCa APOKaIliuM I0JI0COM:

— 4 ycrana. Thl... genai, 94TO XOYellIb.

EnBa 3akoHYUB (Ppa3y, OHa yXKe Jiexkasa Ha KPOBATH, YKPHIBIIUCEH OfIESITIOM ¥ ITOBEPHYBIINCH CITUHOM
K JIu Yxkao.

JIu Ykao TakzKe IIOKpacHesa ¢ rojioBH 0 HOT. OHa efBa ClepxKajach, eqBa He BTsIHYya [leBy LI310Hb
B 00bsATHS. K CUaCThi0, HOT'TH BIIUIUCH B TAJOHH, ¥ 00JIb TOMOTJIa COXPAHUTE PACCYMIOK.

Temeps €€ OXBAaTUIM 3aM03[ablid CTPax H... IETKOE COXKaJleHue.
OHa He MOrJia He JyMaThb O TOM, YTO ObLJIO ObI, TOAAMCSA OHa TOTAa MOPHIBY.

— IleTka, BOT TeOe COBET: HUKOTTIa HE TepSIU XJIaflHOKPOBHUS. [JaxKe eCJiu TBOIO JIIOOMMYI0 YObIOT y
TeOs Ha riasax.

Pe3ko TpsSXHYB rojioBoii, JIu Ykao NMpuHsIach lenTaTh 3akJIMHaHNAE OYUIIEHNS pPa3yMa, IbITasiCh
TIOJIaBUTh 3TU MBICIIH.

[ToBTOpPUB €ro JeCATKU pa3, OHa HaKOHEeL YCIIOKOUJIaCh ¥ OCMeJIUIach B3rNIAHYyTh Ha [leBy LI3toHb. Ta
Jlexasa HeIOBUXKHO — Ka3aJocsk, ycHyna? Toraa JIu Yxkao oTBesna B3rJIsAh U OCTOPOXKHO 3afyia
CBeuy.



JIErKu# mRIMOK ITOMHSJICS B BO3[YX, CBeda moracia. OgHaKO B 3TOM KOMHATEe HUKTO He CIIall.

Ha cnepytomiuii JeHb, eiBa 3aHAIach 3aps.

Bepayncsa [lao LI3vie, nCKaBIIMY ClIedbl CBOEH CTapIlel CeCTPh-yuUuTensa. B pykKax oH HEC HECKOJIBKO
CBEPTKOB C J1eKapCTBEHHLIMU TPaBaMU — OHM ObIIA HYKHHI cecTpe. OH IIJITaHUPOBAJI CETOOHS BMECTe
C Hell OTIIPaBUTLCSA B TOPHL 3@ TpaBaMM, a II0 BO3BpallleHUH 3arjIsgHyTh K MiafAiieMy OpaTy, KOTOPBIA
XU B roctuHule ¢ JIgue 13413, OH moiarar, 4To Te, JOIKHO ObITh, COOpany HeMalo CBefeHU! 0
npyrux [1aTépkax, u 65110 ObI HETIJIOX0 BCE 06CYIUTE.

Yro Kacaetcs LI3sgup FOs, To [Ilao LI3kle He MKUTaI K TOMY HY MaJieHIneld CUMIIAaTHX — 9TOT Ja0Cell
STBHO CTPOWJI TJIa3K# ero cectpe. [la u ToT, Oyayun «cTapimmm OpaToM» cpegu Monoaéxu TaixaHa,
BEYHO OBIT 3aHAT U PEIKO MIOKa3kIBaJICS.

Paswmermsis 06 aToMm, [lao Li3sie mpubIu3uIcs K XuxKuHe U, B3TJISHYB BIEPEH, HUKOTo He yBumen. OH
PE3K0 OCTaHOBUJICS, TOYYBCTBOBAB HellafHoe. OOBIYHO B 3TO BPEMSI €T0 CECTPA YKe IIPOCHITIAach, u
13 CKPOMHOM KYXHHU yKe [OKeH OBIJT OJHUMATLCS ABIMOK...

Heyxenu 4T0-TO CIIy4YUIIOCH?
[TpuiurypuBIIKCh, OH ORICTPHIMU IIaraMU MOMOIIEN K JBEPU XUKUHBI U TPUKIHI IOCTyYal.
— TyKk-TyK-TyK.

IIBe KEeHIINHEI BHYTPH, He CIIaBIIXE BCIO HOYE, HpeGBIBaJ'II/I B IIOJTHOM CO3HAHWHU U YK€ 3daMEeTHUJIN
HpI/I6HI/I}KeHI/Ie rocts. OgHAKO obe He 3HaJIk, KaK cebs BE€CTH, U IIOTOMY 3dCThIJIX B HEIIOOABU2KHOCTH,
CJIOBHO BKOIIaHHEIE.

CHOBa TpH CTyKa, Ha 9TOT pa3 COMPOBOXKAAaeMbIe TOJT0COM:
— CecTpa? — B HEM CIBIIIANOCh HEOOYMEHHE.

Ha KpPOBaATH, COXPaHsAd OOHY U Ty 2Ke II03Y, Baubp L[3IOHLI/I, YZXKe yCTaBlllasd 1 OHEMEBIIad, TIOHKNMaJla:
€CJIn He OTBETHUTH, TOT, 3a OBEPBIO, BEPOATHO, BOpBéTCﬂ BHYTPE.

Torga craHeT ellé HenoBYe. [I09TOMY OHA MPUIIONHSIACH, COOMPAsICh OTBETHTh. OTHAKO U3 €€ Tyh
BBIPBAJICS JIMIIH MIEMOT, XPUIIIBIA U e[Ba CHIHIIHEIA. TOTEKO cedyac OHA 3aMeTHIIa, YTO TOPJIo GyaTo
ropeso, u 00k pe3aja IPU KaxkKaoM JIBUKEHNH.

— Kx-kx-kx! — BHyTpeHHUY Kap BEIPBAJICS HapyXKy KallljleM, KOTOPHIM, Ka3aJloCh, PBajl €€ TOPJIo
U3HYTPH.
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