— B Te BpemeHa s HUUero 3TOT0 He MOHSJ, TOJIbKO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO TeHepasl MHe He BepHT,
mpe3upaeT MeHs, — u ayJics. ['ocroguH Bait Gosibille HUYEro He cTal 00bSICHSTD, JIUIIh CKa3all:
«Kompé 910 mapio Te6e», — ¥ BBITHAJI MEHS U3 aJlaTKHU.

— A 4gT0 6BI7T0 TOTOM? — crpocuita JIu Yxkao, BUAS, YTO OH BOPYT 3aMOJTYall.

3aMeTuB, YTO MaJleHbKast TOCIIOXKa, KaXKeTcs, 0TTasina, YKoy YK0y pelusn, YTo MOKHO TePeUTH K
CYTH.

— IToToM 5, He Kejast COABATHCS, 3aTawI 00Uy ¥ KaXKIObIA OeHb pa3MaxuBajl 3TUM TSIKEIBIM
KOITbEM, YCEePIHO M3y4asi UICKYCCTBO BIaAeHUS UM, — ITOKJISIJICS MOKa3aTh TOCIOAUHY Baio, 4TO OH
omrubancs. Ho emré go Toro, Kak momnacTh Ha 1ojie 605, CTOJIKHYJICS C BaXKHBIM COOBITHEM.

Toit ocenbio B HaHII03 OTKYa HY BO3BMUCH ITOSBUIACH IIaika pa300iHUKOB. BOCmoIb30BaBIIKCh
foraTeIM ypoxkaeM, OHU pasrpabuniu HeOOJIbIION rOPONOK y peku LI103135H U OXUTUIIN TaMOLUTHUX
JKeHIIUH U feTel. ['ocrionuH Baii, y3HaB 00 3TOM, IMYHO IIOBEJI BOMCKA Ha BEIPYYKY, U 5 ObUI Cpenu
HUX...

OH cpenan naysy.

— 4 mymarn, HaKOHEI-TO CMOT'y TIPOsIBUTL ce0s, u MuKoBajl. OJHAKO B TO BpeMs TOCIIOAUH Baii ToMbKO
YTO TIOJTyYUJI BECTh O CMEPTHU €JUHCTBEHHOTO ChIHA, ¥ OH, KaK U BCS apMusi ceMbu Bali, mpeOrIBa B
cKopOu. Mosi pafilocTh TOXKe yracina.

¢ He 3HAJ TBOETO Aefa, JIUIIL CIIBIIIAN 0 HEM KpaeM yxa: OyaTo OB OH He XOTeJI HacJieloBaTh apMUI0
ceMb¥ Baii, moccopuicst ¢ rocmoguHoM BaeM, cOexkai U3 moMa ¥ HeCKOJIBKO JIeT He ITOfIaBaJl BeCTeH.
T'ocogus Baii He MOT OCTABUTDH CBOM IIOCT, [Ia ¥ 3JIMJICS, TAaK YTO MAXHYJ HA HETOOssT PYKOH.
[TevanpHO, HO CHEAYyIOIIas UX BCTPeYa CTala IPOLaHKeM HaBEKH.

Bups, 4uTo ero riasa HaBnaxkHUIH, JIn YKao Toxke cTalo He 110 cebe.

— HaBepHoe, u3-3a 60711 yTPATHl TOCIIOAWH Baii 0CO6EHHO 0CTPO YYBCTBOBAJI OTUASIHKUE PONUTEIIeH
TIOXUIIEHHEIX IeTeH U IOTOMY CTOJIb OTPOMETYHBO IIOBEJI OTPOMHYIO apPMUIO IIPOTHB KYUKHU
pa300iHUKOB. Te ObIIM TPOBOPHEI, MACTEPCKK 3aMeTaJIu CJIelbl — C IIePBOT0 B3TJIsAa OBITIO SICHO, He
IpoCThie 6aHOUTHL. HO cpenu MIeHHWKOB OKa3asCsl YMHMK, MOTafaBIIANACSI OCTABMISITE METKH. ..
HCIIPAKHEHUSIMH.

— HcnpaxueHusamu? — usymunacs Jlu Yxkao.
Yxkoy YKOy yCMEXHYIICA.

— HimeHHO. 4 XKe FOBOPUI — CPeH MOXUIIEHHBIX OBIJI0 MHOTO JeTel. A IeTH, KOra HallyTraHh,
CHOEePKUBATLCS HE MOTYT, 0COOEHHO €CJIM UX IyTaTh ellé cuibHee. Pa300MHUKY, MOXKET, U YMHBI OBIITH
B COKPBITHH CJIEJIOB, HO TOPOIMINCH ¥ MMAYKAThCS He XKejaiu. A eclii Kakoi peOEHOK elé u
HACTYIIHT B 9Ty I'PsI3b — BOT Tebe U sIBHAS METKa.

ME&1 6BICTPO HaNIXM pa300MHUKOB 110 3TUM CJIefiaM, U 51 pBaHYJI BIIePE[ epBLIM. YTO U TOBOPUTH —
rocroguH Ball oka3ascs mpaB: W3-3a MOel BHIXOOKU pPa300MHUKY YyTh He IPUKOHYUIIN 3aI03KHUKOB.
K cuacTsio, ogHa geBoYKa IIposiBUIa CMEKaJKy — TYT ke Opocunach Ha KOJIEHU BMECTe CO BCEMU U
cTajia yMOJISITh TOCIIOAMHA Bas He mpuuuHATL Pa3boiHKaM Bpefa. Te 0T HEOXKUTaHHOCTHU OTIEIIUIH,
a MOE€ KOIIb€ y2Ke IIPOH3UJIO TTIOTKY OOQHOMY U3 HUX, Clacas 3aXBa4eHHYIO XKEHIIUHY.

JIu Yxkao CliylliaJia, Pa3WHYB POT, MOpPrajia 1 He 3HadJla, YTO OyMaTh, JIUIIb CIIPOCHIIA:



— A xTo OBIJIA Ta ZEeBOYKaA?

I'nsans Ha Hee, YKoy UKOy OTBETUIT HU3KUM I'0JIOCOM:

— TBos MaTh, eIMHCTBEHHas BHy4YKa rocrnoguHa Basg — bait Vio.

— Mos4... maTs? — npomenTana JIu Yxao, ¥ B yliax CHOBa 0T03BajioCk: «Cracu Yao»...

— ITa, MayleHbKas roCmoXka. B Te OHM eMUHCTBEHHBIM CHIH OCIIOOUHA Bas main oT pyk rpabutenet, a
HEBECTKY ITOXUTHUIIM U MIPOJaK B MyONMUYHEIN IOM, THEe Ta yMepia B MyKaxX. ManeHbKYI0 TOCIIOXKY
BbIBe31a foOpas XKeHIMHa U3 TOTO MeCTa, HallpaBUBIINCEH HA CeBep. YBEH, cyabOa Onlna
HEeMUJIOCTHBA: 110 IIyTU XKEeHIIMHA [TI0AXBaTUJIa IUX0PagKy U CKOHYAsIach, a MaJeHbKYI0 I'OCIOXKY
ITOXUTUIIM TOPTOBLIH TIOABMU U NMPUBE3NH B JIMHbL3SH o YaHIi03. Hen3BecTHO, K CHACThIO U K
HeCYaCThi0, HO Yepes [Ba JHS II0Cie IPUOLITHS OHA ¥ CTOJIKHYJIAch C TeMU pPa3b0MHUKAMU.

— ... — JIu Ykao omycTua rojaoBy; B TPYOH CTAJIO TSKEJ0, HO B MaMSTH TaK U He BCILILII 06pa3
MaTepH.

— OX, 4 K CYaCThi0, ¥ K HECYACTHIO, TOCIIOANH B311 y3Han MajleHbKYI0 I'OCIIOXKY C IIEPBOr0 B3TIISAa.
Ho npu3HaTh €€ OH He IIOCMeJ: Befb r'ubeib ero ChiHa, 0 JaHHEIM pacclefoBaHus, YKa3biBaja Ha
€ro 3aKafbluHoro gpyra — ToxXe reHepana, Hu Xs.

— Yt0? — JIu YKao usdyMmunach, NOGHsJIA Ha HEro B3IJISAN, HE Bepsl yIIaM.

— He Bepuinib — 1 mpaBUIbHO, TOCTIOOWH [I¥ TAKOT'0 COBEPIIUTEL HE MOT. B Te [HU NOJ03pUTETEHEIN
umneparop I['sH omacasncs rocnoguHa Bast u rocrionrHa [y u, BUGUMO, XOTeJI, 4YTOO OHU ITOCCOPUIIHUCE,
Iaxe eciy He cobuparscs X yCTpaHaTh. BoT KoBapHEIH caHOBHUK E [Ilu 1 OACYHY 9Ty IOAJTYIO
YIIOBKY.

Ho rocnopgus Bait He ObIJT TpOCTaKOM, YTOOH Ha Heé KynuThcsi. OnHaKo, 0abkl YHATh UMIIEPATOPCKUE
IIOMIO3PEHUsI, OHU C TOCIIOAMHOM [I¥ CTOBOPUIIMCE COENIATh BUII, YTO PACCOPUIUCH. A YTOOR
MaJieHbKas TOCII0XKa He yrofuiia B 3TOT BOOOBOPOT BJIACTH, TOCIIOOUH Bali 1 0TIIpaBui €€ K CBOeMY
npyry bait Taubsny, TBoeMy fneny — B ['opHyto ycags0y Baiiwao B HaHIios.

YcmpimaB 3to, JIn Yzkao 3amordaia, BCIOMHMIIA 0 Tubenu battvao — u ceparne CXKaJloCh OT 6oy, Ha
JInge 0TPaA3ujiaChb CKOp6B.

— JIu Yxkao, g He x04y, 4TOOBI TH 00IIanack C TOM OeBYIIKOM n3 CHEXXHOT0 KJlaHa, UMEHHO 13-3a
HEeCYaCTHOM CymbOBI MasieHbKOM rocmoxu. OHa ¢ IeTCTBA pocia ¢ TBouM oTioM, ba# LluHIinaHeMm,
BMECTe UI'Paiv, BMecTe B3pocesnn. C Majbix JIeT OHa B HETo BiIIOOMIIach, ¥ X Opak omoOpuin u
rocrnoguH Bai, u TBoM men. YBEI, bali LluHIaHb, Kak U TBOMU [ie[l B CBOE BpeMs, OKa3aJsicsi OYHTapeM,
He TI0CJIyIIAaJICS BOJIK POAUTENIEN, a BO BpEMS CTPAHCTBUM CBA3aJiCs C AeBYIKOM U3 CHEXKHOTO0 KJlaHa
¥ TeM IIpefas TBOIO MarTk...

YcnrimaB aTto, JIu Ykao HaxMmypunach. CinoBa UYxkoy YKoy ObIIK e HETIPUSTHH, HO, KOCHOSI3BIYHAS,
OHa He MOTJla HUYero BO3Pa3uTh, JIUIIb UCIBITEIBala CUIbHLIM ArucKoMbopT. [la ¥ Bepuia OHa ero
CJI0BaM He TIOJTHOCTBIO: XOTh 00K MaTepu U He ITOMHMIIA, OMHO YYBCTBO MOMHMIIA OTYETIIUBO — B
Hel He OBIO HYU Kaliu OOUAB! MM HEHABUCTH, JIUILIL IIOKOU U YMUPOTBOPEHUE, a eIl TeIsIoTa U’
MSATKOCTB, CJIOBHO OT TEIJIOTO POOHUKA.

Ecmu OBl oTel u BIPSMb IIpefasl MaTh, IPUYUHMII e 00JIb — pa3Be ocTasach ObI OHa 0e3 TeHU rHeBa?
EnvHCTBEHHOE 00bSICHEHME, YTO IIPUIIO B T00BY JIu YKao: COOBITUS TeX NeT ObUIM He TaKUMHU, U B
HUX KPBIJIOCh MHOXKeCTBO TalH. A Uxkoy bo, HeHaBuns mMath [leBrl L][310HB, BO3MOXKHO, IIPOCTO



3aKPHIBAJI HA 3TH TalHHI TJIa3a.

— MarneHnbKas rocmoxa, Tebe, BUOHO, HEIIPUSITHO 9TO CIyLIaTh... HO g TOBOPIO MpaBAy, KISIHYCh
XKusHbio! — U Uxoy YKoy mOOHSA TPHU Iasblia.

Opnako JIu YKao nuilb S3HEPTUYHO 3aMOTasia F'0JI0BOY U CMEHUJIa TEMY:
— Uxoy bo, s nporonoganace, X04y eCThb.

Yxoy Yoy B gylie B3LOXHYJI, HO Ha CJIOBaX YCTYIIUIL:

— JlagHo, celiuac npuHecy Tebe m0eCTb.

OH momHSsJICS, TIOBEPHYJICS, HO, HE CHeJiaB ¥ [BYX IIIAroB, BOPYT YTO-TO BCIIOMHMII U Pe3KO 00EpHYIICS
— JUIIb BETEPOK IIPOMYAJICS, @ MaJIeHbKOM TOCIIOKHY U CJIe[ TPOCTHII. MebKOM 3aMeTHUB, YTO Ta
yXkKe B HECKOJIbKUX JIU BIIepefu, OH 3aKpuyalr:

— Croanp, gorousu-u-u!!!
Ero xpuk yHEC BeTep...

YcnbimaB 3TOT BOIIh, JIu UKao MBICIIEHHO mpolnenTana: «[IpocTu» — U, HEMPEPHEIBHO TOHS IU K
cTolaM, IoMyasach, IepenprruBas ¢ Jepesa Ha IepeBo, He 3aMesis X0fa.

CMmepkarnocs. JIu Yxkao Toponunachk u30 Bcex cujl. BripBaBuIuch u3 rop Yaoxy, oHa yBumena
MHOXKECTBO MeJIbKaIIIUX BOAId CUIYITOB — HECSATKHU THICSY Nofel. He TpaTs BpeMeHU Ha
yIOuBIIeHHE, OHa KCII0Ib30Bajla TOMIY KaK TPaMIUIUH U, CJIOBHO CTPeJia, BHITYIeHHAs U3 JIyKa,
IIoMyYaJjach K 3acTaBe BainuH.

IeBa lI310HB, KON MeHs!

— OTnuYHas MBICHB!
[Tnan Enu [yny u BOpssMb OBII IIPEBOCXOIEH.
Ha nune [Tao Mans BCE elé 60posiach HEPEUIUTEIbHOCTb, HO BHYTPU OH JIMKOBAJL.

B 51011 6e3BbixopHOM cutyauruu Enu [lyny yKasan eMy siCHBIY ITyTh. Pa3 y2K MacKu COpBaHBL U
OTCTYIIaTh IIO3[HO, JIy4Ille HEe OCTAHABIMBATLCS, HE [leJlaTh HAllOJIOBUHY — pa3fiesiaThCs CO BCEMH,
KTO B Kypce [fiea.

KoHeuHO, OTKPHITO IeMICTBOBATh HENIb3s, fa U yOuiilla HU B KOEM Clly4dae He OOJIXKeH OBITh CBSI3aH C
[lao ManeM, nHaue He oTOpexaembcsi. Kak ke ORITL? Pa3dyMeeTcst, YyKUMU PyKaMH.

Ho u «HOX» HYykHO BHIOpaTh nmoaxopsumii. Yxkao ®sHa 6paTh Henb3sgs — [lao Manb ero mob6auBaeTcst
¥ He IIOCMEeT CTPOUThH KO3HU IIPOTUB 3TOT0 3710r0 Ayxa. Ha mocinaHHMKOB PaCCYUTHIBATh TOXKE HE
CTOUT: cefiuac OHU HAueKy U MOHMMAIOT, YTO TOJIBKO JiepXKach BMECTe, UMeIOT IIIaHC BBIXKUTh, TAK YTO
CCOPUTHCS MeXK co0o¥ He cTaHYT. K TOMYy XKe y HUX HaBepHSIKa IIPUITaCeHbl KO3LIPH, U KO3BIPU
cMepTenbHbe. [Jlao MaHb He HAaCTOIBKO CMeJI, YTOOHI JIe3Th BIIEPEN.

Tak 4TO «HOXK» JOJKeH OBITh COBEPIIEHHO HEIIPUYACTEH K fIely ITOCTIAaHHUKOB, [a ellé U
OTBsBIIEHHEIM 37107eeM. Enu [lyy cKa3as: IOCIaHHUKY [IJTaHUPYIOT YCTPOUTE B 3acTaBe Balnun



Xaoc, 1 crroco0 IIPOCT — B MEeCTHOM TIOPBEME CUOUT 6aH11a IMPECTYIITHUKOB, CTOUT HX BEIITYCTUTH, U
HAYHETCS CyMsATHUIQ, d OHU CMOT'YT cOexaTth B CyMaToxe.

PasymeeTcs, OHU MOTYT U IOTHOHYTH BO BpeMs 1mobera OT PyK 3TUX 37I0[ieeB. A pa3 3To UX
coOCTBEHHBIN IJIaH — BUHUTH Llao MaHs He B ueM, 6ojiee Toro, LIsTHb CMOXKET axke 00BUHUTH
TIOCJTAHHUKOB B CTOBOPE U KJIEBETe Ha roCyAapCTBO. Tak KPU3UC U PA3pPELIUTCS.
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