Oronb. Bc€, uTo Bumen rina3, — 0b710 orHEM. OTOHB IMOXKHUPAI TPaBy U OePEBbs, MOKUPAI J0Ma,
TIOZKMPAJl Tella, MOXKUPaJ BCE XKUBOE, KOpUallleecs B MyKax...

— Mama, mama! Mama... — ManeHbKas IeBOYKa CXKUMaJlla yKe 0€3BOJIbHYIO PYKY MaTepH, TIISIIs B €€
notyxiue ria3a. Cyxue, 00:KUTaIOIIME CIE3B PYYREM TEKIH 110 1eKaM. Ho CKOJIbKO HU Jiel Clié3 —
He 3a/IUTh 3TOr0 SIPOCTHOIO IIJTaMEHU, He BePHYTh K XKU3HU POOHOI0 YeJI0BEKa.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa-xa! bocc, npaBuiIbHO, 4TO He o moMorats Hauenu3uny! [1aBHO yXKe Tak He
OTPHIBAITHCH!

EouHCTBEHHOE, YTO HE MOT IMOXKpaThk OrOHBb, — 3TO 3JI0.

— XM, 9T0 TONbKO Havano. Korma s 3aitmy nepBoe kpeciio B Kpemoctu Cepria, Moé miaMsi CMOXKeT
CTIAJIUTh HE TOJIBKO 3Ty JKAJIKYI0 OePeBYIIKY. Torga ¥ caM UMIIepaTop, CTaphlil méc, 6yaeT KOPYUTHCS
B MOEM OTHe, OyIeT KJIaHsAThCS MHE B HOTH!

— Xa-xa-xa-xa! bocc, BbI — UCTUHHBIN IPUMED [T BCEX TOPHEIX Pa300MHUKOB! Oif, a 3TOT
HUK4YeMHEIN [1aBunboH HaHBI3KH €11€ CMOTPUT Ha HaC CBBICOKA, OMyThIBAET CBOMMHU TyPalKUMU
npaBunamu! Korma-Hu0Oygs MBI 3aCTaBUM 3THUX HAHBLU3UHCKUX IICOB MTOHATh — KTO HACTOSIIUY X035UH
Ha epeTu4yeckoM I[lytu!

— XM. U KTO X%e€?
— Koneuno xe BH, 60cc! EnuHcTBeHHBIN npenBoauTenb Kpenoctu Cepna — rocnopus He Csio!
— Kxe-kxe-xa-xa-xa! Xopoiro. 3Ty XKaJKyo OeBUOHKY U3 OTHS S XKalyio Tebe.

KpOXOTHaH OEBOYKa, U30 BCEX CHUJI 3aXKHMas POT TaJOIIKAMHK, BEITAPAIlIXJIa I''ia3a. Jluuo eé
NCKa3HUJIOCh OT y2Kaca.

— Brnarogapto, 6occ! — I'omoc 3By4as AMKO, IOJIHbIM BOCTOPTa U IMTOXOTH.
— He Topomnucse, 3abaBnsiics. 4 OIBUHYCH K Clenyloleh qepeBHe. M cMoTpu, BCio mobuiuy cobepu.
— Tak Touno! CuactnuBoro myTu, 6occ!

2KeCTOKMii TOMOT KOIBIT TOCTETIEHHO YOAJICs. A 37I0BEIIHe Iary y2Ke pa3fgaBajuch I'e-TO PSIOoM,
IIPSIMO 3a CIIUHOM.

— Xe-xe-xe... I'me Xxe ThI, KpacoTka?

IeBouKe OBIJIO CTPAIIHO OO0 ApoXku. Ho e€ Tpscylnascsd pyYoHKa BCE XKe Halllymasa pPsooM C
MaTEepPUHCKOM JIAJOHBI0 PYKOSTh KyXOHHOT0 HOXa. OHa MeMJIEHHO TOOHsIach, 06eMMU pyKaMu
BIIETIMBIIKCH B PYKOSITh, TJIyOOKO BOOXHYJIA U M30 BCEX CHJI 3aCTaBHUIA OPOXKb YTUXHYTh.

[Taru npubIMKaIUCh.

IITaxc OBLT TONTBKO OOUH. MUr.

Kak Ovl HU OBIIO CTPAIIHO, YTOOH! BBIXKUTh — HY2KHO BOH3UTh 9TOT HOXK B I'PyOb Bpara.
— T#HI... 3mecy?

I nvHHAs TeHb 37I00HOTO 1ca o6pera GopMy, ¥ Ha HEW PacIblIach Mep3Kas yCMeIIKa.



*JIa3r!*
TyHTyH pe3K0o pa3BepHYJICS B BO3OyXe, Tapupys AJIUHHBIY Med, 3aHeCEHHBIY Ball FOHbIaHb.
Mpayras, npuspayHas Menofus GIeiTH BCE elllé BUTasa B BO3MyXe.

JIn Y>Kao OTHPHITHYJIa Ha3ajl, MTHOBEHHO YBeIMYUB AUCTaHIMI0. Kak oHa U mpeprnosarana, B
cnefnymollee MTHOBeHHNE Med, OIICaB F'OPHU30HTAJIbHYIO IYTY, C TPOMOBBEIM CBUCTOM PBaHYJICS BIEPEN,
HAHOYET Kool ynap. Ho mpoTuBHMIIA yKe MMpeBUesa 3TO OBUKEHUE, U yaap, IyCTh U
MOJIHUEHOCHBIH, ITPOILEIT BIIYCTYIO.

Ho ato 0n110 eIié He Bce.

Baii FOHBIaHb OTTOJIKHYJIACh HOTOM, HO Ha CepefuHe IlIara Pe3K0 CMeHusa TPaeKTOpHIOo, €€ TeJo
3aMepiio psagoM c JIu Uxkao, U TyT XKe [OoCciefoBal COKPYIINTENbHEIM PyOsIui yoap ¢ pa3BopoTa!l

BHOoBb npenyrapas gBuxenue, JIu Ukao TOJTYKOM HOCKA 0TOpBAsiach OT 3eMJIH, [IOKaB HOTHY, U
KJIMHOK ITPOCBUCTEN BIYCTYI0. [T0Ka MpoTHBHUIIA He yCIlesa IPOAOIKUTE aTaky, JIu Yxkao, CIIOBHO
OTIyIIIeHHAsT TEeTUBA, PE3KO0 BHIPSIMUIIACH, ¥ TYHIIYH C CHJION OOPYLIUIICS CBEPXY Ha rOJIOBy Bai
HOuwnans. [IpaBaa, yoap ObUT HaMepeHHO HEOBICTPEIM,

YBupes 9To, Bait KOHbIaHb OCHENTHO OTCKOYMIIa Ha HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB, JIETKO 6JI0KMpoBaia Mey, Ho,
Oynmyuu B moyybecco3HaTeIbHOM COCTOSTHUM, He OXKHIaa TaKOM YyJOBHUIIHOM CHUJIEL. Ymap, 6yaTo
OOpYIIUBIIAsCS TOPa, IPUTBO3MAUII €€ K 3eMJie, 3aCTaBUB IIPUCECTb Ha OOHO KOJIEHO.

MeicieHHO TpoOopMOTaB «IpocT», JIn YKao pe3ko ocnabuia JaBjieHue, MpoBepHyIa Med. TyHIyH
IIPOCKOJIB3HYJI B Y3KUM 3a30p MEXKY J1€3BHeM IIPOTUBHUIIL U €€ COOCTBEHHOI 1Ieel, a OHa caMa
IIaTHYyJIa BIIEPEN, COKPATUB AUCTAHIHIO.

Bait FOHBIaHb, BCE eI€ IpUCeBIIas Ha KOJIEHO, IIOCIIEITHO 0TBEeJIa MeY, YTPOXKAIOUIUM €€ TOPIIy, U Ha
MTHOBEHMe yIIyCTuJIa U3 Buny camy JIu Yxao.

B cnenytomee MraoBeHue pedpo nagoHu 00pyIuIock Ha 60KOBYIO YacTh €€ men. Bait FOHbIaHb TYT
JKe moTepsiyiia co3HaHue. K cuacTtoio, JIu YKao ycresna MOAXBaTUTh €€ 3a IJIeYH, He [1aB yIacThb.

[TpuspauHas Menonus ¢haeiTsl 000pBanach Tak Ke BHe3allHO, KaK ¥ Hayaslack.

JIn Y>Kao HaxMypuiiack, OrIsAbIBasICh 10 CTOPOHaM. YyBCTBO OBIJIO CTPaHHOE, HeoObsicHuMoe. OHa
He OIlyIllasia HUYbero IPUCYTCTBUSA, HO 3BYK 000PBasICs CIIUIIKOM YK BOBPEMSI.

BompocoBs 6r1710 MHOT0, HO JIi YKao moHUMarsa: 30ech Hellb3s 3afepKuBaThcsa. OHa BIOXKHUIIA MeY
Baii FOHBIaHDb B HOXKHBI, B3Bajiujia 0€CUyBCTBEHHOE TEJIO Ha CIIMHY, Kpende cxkaJja B pyke TyHIYH H,
BOCTIOJTb30BABIINCH JIETKUM IIIarOM, pBaHyJIa BIepEN, Hayraf BEIOpaB HalpaBjIeHUE. ..

TeMm BpemeneM Yxoy CioaHio 1 BaHb 1310HBY TOXKe NPUITIOCH HECTIAAKO.

Llao MaHns, BUIUMO, IPEBULEII, UTO OHU MOTYT IIEPEONEThCS B CTPAXKHUKOB, U IOTOMY
IEeNCTBUTEILHO BBEJ YCIIOBHBIY MTapojib. HeBepHHIN OTBET HEMUHYEMO BIIEK 3@ CO00M CTHIUKY.

Bonee Toro, nyTk K [TaBumboHY YK0s OB yCESH JTOBYIIKaMH. B TOT MUT, KaK OHU Jajlid HEeBEPHHIH
OT3BIB, CO BCEX CTOPOH XJIBIHYJIU AECATKUA CTPaXKHUKOB, IIJIOTHHIM KOJIBLIOM OKPY2KUB UX.

Y Bawnb L3tonby, 1 Yxkoy CioaHb He JTIOOUIN IUIIHKX CJIOB ¥ TEPIIETh HEe MOTJIM, KOT{la UHUIIMATUBY
nepexBaThBaIM Apyrue. I109ToMy B MOMEHT NOSBJIEHUS CTPAXXHUKOB OHM CUHXPOHHO BBIXBATUJIU



Me4H, MEJILKOM II€PECEKIIUCh B3rjidaaMu — 1 0e3 Masnenen 3a0€PXKKHN aTaKOBaJIM OJHOT'O 13
FBapJIefII.IeB, elle He YCIIeBIIETO KdK ClieJyeT BCTATh B CTpOfI.

WX KnMuHKY OBLIH CTPEMHUTEJIbHEI 1 CMEPTOHOCHHI. HecuacTtahi CTPAaXKHUK IIOJIYUYHUII IBa yoapa. HYCTI:
He CMEePTEJIbHBIX, HO BEIBEOIINX €TI0 U3 CTPOA HaBEPHAKA.

Bcé IIPOMU30IIJIO TaK 6HCTpO, 4YTO OCTAJIbHBIE 3dMEPJIK Ha MECTE, CJIOBHO OEPEBSAHHEIE 00JIBAHKH, HE
3Had, KdK pearupoBaTh.

Korpga ke oHu onmoMHuIKCh, Yk0y Croanb u Baub L[3t0HbM OBIIH yKe Hanmeko. CTpaKHUKYA OPOCUITHUCH
B IIOTOHIO, HO CTPO¥ uX Obln 6ecIopsimoYeH, ¥ OHU OOJIbIIIe MeIIad OPYT APYTY, YeM MpecienoBaIn
OerJeros.

OTHU [IBe BHe3allHbIEe IIepeCTPeIKi HaKOHeIl-TO 3aCTaBUIM OCTaJIbHYI0 oxpaHy KBaprana FOuwon
0CO3HAaTh: B KOMIIJIEKC TPOHUKIIM HEIPOILIeHkIe TOCTH. Meun OblTM 0OHaXKEeHBI ITOYTH CUHXPOHHO, U
CTpaxa, momo6Ho MOpCKOMY Npub010, pacIiblIach 10 KOPUAOpaM, COXpaHss Mexkay coboi
HeOoJIbIIe, HO YETKME UHTEPBaIbl, 00pa3ys T'UraHTCKYI0 pacCTaBIeHHYIO CETh.

Cnyx y JIz YkKao ObIJT OTMEHHBIN. ITOT «I1yM Ipubos» OHa CIIblllIajia OTYETINBO. bojee TOro, oHa
SICHO OLIyIlaia, Kak JIIONX C Pa3HBIX CTOPOH CTPEMUTENLHO CONUKAINUCH C €€ TIO3UIUEN.

MoXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO BAPUAHTOB OCTABAJIOCh BCETO [IBa: 3a6paThCs Ha KPHILIY UM HEIPDHYTH B ONHY U3
KOMHAT. My e, eCIy YK Ha TO TIOIIJIO, MOMKITAaThCS MMPOPBATHCSI CKBO3b OKPYXKEHHUE, UTPast CO
cMmepThio. OgHako JIn Yxkao oTmaBana cebe OTYET: ¢ OECIIOMOIITHLIM TEJIOM Ha CIIMHE U IEPBHIU, U
BTOPOM BapHaHT OBITN CIIUIIKOM PHUCKOBAHHEL.

Bri6op, 1o cyTu, OBLT ONKH.

Ona B3m0xHYyNMa. He pa3myMbiBas, monarasich Ha MHTYUIMIO, BEIOpaa ABEPh, C HOLIEH 3a CIIMHOM
BOpBajach BHYTPb — U MOYTH JI00 B JI00 CTONKHYJACH C... TUYUHON IIpU3paKa.

[Tpu3payHas MacKa Tak Hamyrana JIu Yxkao, 4To e€ pyka ¢ TyHIYH OI€pHYIach caMa COOOM.
[TpOTUBHUK 3aMETHII 9TO OBUKeHUE. JISI3T BEIXBATHIBAEMOTO U3 HOXKEH KPUBOTO Meda 3aCTaBUII
COOPOTHYTHCSA CaM BO3OYX.

KnuHOK OBII IOKPHIT OIECTSIIMM cepeOpSTHBIM ITOPOIIIKOM, U ero 0TOnecK 3actaBun JIu Yxkao
3akMypuThCsA. OHa MOCIEIIHO TOAH A MeY [AJIs 3alUTHL. JIe3BUSl CTOJIKHYJIUCH C YUCTHIM, 3BOHKUAM
ns3roM. JIu YxKao oTieTesnia Ha IIar-gBa, Y4apuBILIKACh CIIMHOU O JBEPHOU KOCSK. XOJIOOHBIU IIOT
BBICTYIIUJI Ha JI0Y.

YecTHo roBops, JIu Ykao mouyBCTBOBasia, YTo ObIJIa Ha BOJIOCKE OT CMEPTH. YeJloBEeK B MacKe-
IIpu3pakKe SIBHO IOLIAJUII €€, MHaue KPUBOM KIMHOK yKe cpe3a Obl C Heé MsCo.

— Kxe-kxe, LI3UHIL31H, 3a4eM XKe TakK IyraTb IOCTHI0?

BHe3amHo pa3pancst HU3Kui, MATKUHM U cerka ciabeiit ronoc. JIu YKao moBepHYIa I'oJIOBY Ha 3BYK,
U €€ B30pYy IpeficTalia XKeHI[MHA B HAallOJIOBUHY 3€JIEHON MackKe.

Ona cupnena y cBeun. TyCK/IBIM CBET CBEUU MONYEPKHUBAI 00JIE3HEHHYIO0 OJIEJHOCTH €€ NTHIla — SBHBIN
IIpU3HaK 3aTsSKHOM xBopu. K ToMy XKe KeHIMHA Oblna yIUBUTEILHO XyAa, CJIOBHO OT OOHOTO
HEJI0BKOTO MMPUKOCHOBEHMS MOTJIa PacChIIaThCs.

Ycnuimmas 310, 4eI0BEK B MaCKe-IIpu3paKe BIIOZKUII KpPIBOfI Med B HOZKHBI 1 MOJI49a BCTaJl psAgoM C



JXKEHIIWHON B 3eJIEHON Macke.

JIu Ykao crmegumia 3a €€ ABUKEHUSIMU B3rIsgoM. JIMIIs KOTJa Ta 3aMepJia Ha MeCTe, OHa BBIIOXHYIIa
¢ o6neryeHueM U MOIpPaBuila Che3KAIOIIYI0 CO CIMHE Baii FOHbIaHB.

B 9TOT MOMEHT 3a ABEPHIO MOCIIHIIIAIKNCH TOPOIIMBEIE IIATH, KOTOPEIE Pe3K0 000pBaIUCh IIPSMO
niepeq CTBOPKaMH.

*TyK-TyK-TyK.*

JIu Ykao MmoHsIa: 9TO, CKOpee BCETo, IOTOHS. BripaxkeHue e€ nulla cTano MpayHeM. OHa
IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha XKEeHIIUHY B 3eJIEHOM MacKe — U BO B3TJIsAMle €€ YnTajaach 0€3MOIBHas pockba.

Ta XKeHIIMHa yILI0OHYIACh, TOOHSAIACh M HallpaBUiach K aBepu. [llaru e€ OblJIM HETOPOILIUBEL U
CIIOKOHHEL. YeI0BeK B MacCKe-pu3pakKe 0CTaJICS Ha MeCTe, He [IBUTAsICh.

Korpga xo3siika mpubnu3sunack, JIu YKao mOCIeNnIHo TOCTOPOHKIIAachk. Ta JKecToM yKa3asa Ha
CTOSILIYIO B yTJy mupMy. JIu Ykao MTHOBEHHO coo0Opasuiia, UTO OT HEE XOTHT, ¥, HeCs Ha cuuHe Bai
FOHbnaHb, 6eCIIyMHO I0PKHYJIA 3@ YKPBITHE.

Y6equBIIKCh, YTO OHY CIIPSITAHH, XXKEHIIKHHA B 3€JIEHOH MaCKe IPHOTKPEIIa IBepbh — BCET0 Ha
HeOO0IbIyIo IeNb. CHAPYXKH, KAaK OHA ¥ MIPEIoJIarana, CTOSIA HeCKOJIBKO CTPAXKHUKOB C
03a004YEeHHLIMU JIUIIAMU.

— Yem Mory OBITB ITOJIE3HA? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA U, TPUKPHIB POT PYKOM, CJIeTKa KaIITHYIa.

CTpaXXHUKM Nepernsauynuch. OOuH U3 HUX, CJIOKUB PYKU B IPUBETCTBEHHOM XKECTe, TOYTUTEIHHO
IIPOU3HEC:

— OcmemnmuMcs crpocuTts, [eBa I'y, He 6eCIIOKOUIH JIK BaC MOCTOPOHHKE? BO3MOXKHO, B OfEsSHUSX,
OJOOHBIX HAIIUM, C XXKEeHIIUHON., MyKYKWHa U XKeHIIMHA.

— Hert. XKenaeTe BONUTH U 0OCMOTPETH MOKOU? — OHa yIBIOHYIACh, ONEPEIUB UX BO3MOXKHOE
IIpefjIoXKeHue.

YcmpiaB 3T0, CTPaKHUKYM CHOBa IeperasgHynuck. CTapmui 13 HUX OTBETH:
— Hert Heob6xoguMmocTu. IIpocum npoiieHust 3a 6eCIoKOMCTBO.

— Hwuuero crpamHuoro. Eciu Koro-to 3ameuy, 0053aTeIbHO U3BEITY BaC, — CHOBA OIEPEOUIa OHa WX,
He JaB JTOTOBOPUTE.

CTpaXXHUKH Ha MTHOBEHHME OHEMeJIH, JIUIIh IIOYTUTEILHO MMPoO0PMOTaIH CI0Ba 61arogapHOCTH.

2KeHmuHa B 3eJIEHOI MacKe cJieTKa KMBHYJIA U 3aKphljla IBEPh. BCKOpe 3a JBephi0 BHOBL 3a3ByUalll
IIaT#, OCTEIIEHHO yAalIssCh.

BrIKaB eIe€ HeMHOT0, JKeHIIMHA 1mo3Basia JIu YKao BEIWTH U3-3a IIUPME], a 3aTeEM HaJluila ey JaliKy
cBeTJIoro yasi. Pasymeercs, He 3a0rbita u 0 ce0e, ¥ 0 CBOEM MOTHAIMBOM CIyTHUKE. [Tox0oxke, OHa
HaMepeBalach 3aBECTH HECIeIIHYI0 6eceny.
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