XaHbCcKMi uMnepaTop o0HsI KpacaBiia, 1aCKOBO pa3roBapuBasi ¢ HUM. Kpacasel yIIOMSIHYJI, YTO
CKOpO HacTynuT [Ipa3sgHUK CepeluHBl OCEHU, U OH XOTeJI OBl MPOTYISAThCS 1Mo JIOSHY BMecTe C
MMIIEPATOPOM. YKe MHOTI'0 JIeT OH He TYJISIII II0 TOPOAY, ¥ eMy XOTeJIOCh, KaK B IeTCTBE, 3aXKUTaTh
dboHapuKyU 1 11060BATHCS THUOHAMH.

I/IMnepaTop, IorjazKuBas €ro KMNBOT, KOTOPOMY Y2K€ MCIIOJTHUJIOCH IIATH MECALEB, MATKO CKa3all:

— Xopoto, Bcé 6ymeT, KaK Thl 3axo4elns. Ho HaIll MaIbIII eIné He POOUIICS, MaBak MOOoXKIEM, ITOKa
OH MOSBUTCS Ha CBET, a IOTOM IIOUAEM T'yISATh, XOPOLIO?

B nocnenHee BpeMsi B JIosiHe ObIIO HECTIOKOWHO, ¥ UMITEPATOP HE XOTeJI BEITYCKATh €T0 M3 [IBOPIIA.
Kpacagsen Hamyn ryOku, BhIpaXKasi HEIOBOIBCTBO. FIMIIepaTop IoleioBajl ero MajleHbKUH POTHK,
JIaCKOBO yTOBapHBas:

— Bo mBopiie Toxke MOXKHO 3aKUTaTh GOHAPUKU. f 3aBTPa PacnopsKycCh, YTOOH UX 3aXKTIIH,
X0poIno? B uMmepaTopCcKOM cafy TOXkKe eCTb ITMOHBI, Mbl MOXKEM IIOUTH TyHa M0oII000BaThCS UMU.

Kpacagsern uyTh He 3amtakajl. bepeMeHHOCTh fiefiana ero pa3gpaxkuTeIbHbIM, U celdac OH ObII
r1y00Ko onedasneH. FiMiepaTopy IPHUILIOCH OLIEeJI0OBATh ero, 00HATH U CTPACTHO IIPUIBHYTH K €Tr0
ry6am. On cHsn ¢ KpacaBma XK€EmToe ofesiHre, YI0XKUI €r0 Ha JPAaKOHOBO JI0XKe ¥ MSTKO IIPUXKAJCS K
HeMy. Kpacagel, ¢ KpyTJIBIM XXKUBOTOM, Jiexkal 00OHaKEHHBIN, Ha0moaas, Kak ero 6paT Toxe
pasfencst ¥ CTPACTHO LieJioBajl ero HOTH. MiMmepaTopcKuil YieH OblT TBEPABIM U 00JIE3HEHHO
HaIpsKEHHBIM, HO OH CTapaJsics He IPUYUHSATEL Bpefla, CHayasa jlackasi ero S35IKOM, a 3aTeM B35 B
PYKY ¥ HayaJl MacCUpoBaTh. [ 151 Ha HeXKHoe NIUI0 OpaTa, UMIEPaToOp BCIIOMHUII I0HOCTh, KOTa
BIIEpBhIE TIOYYBCTBOBAN K HeMy I'TTy0OKyI0 cTpacTh. Kak Mor ero 6pat ObITh KpacrBee BCEX KpacCaBHll,
KOTOPBIX MaTh mopOupaa A ero yrex? OH He MCIBITHBAM K HUM HUKAKOT0 UHTepeca, HO OblT 6e3
yMa ot 6parta. iMmnepaTop mogHEC 4yeH K ryfaM 6paTta, XpUIIIO MPOLIEITaB:

— Ky#n'ap, momoru O6pary.

KpacaBell MOCIYIIIHO OTKPHIT POT, IPUHSIB B HETO TOJIOBKY, ¥ C YIOBOJIBCTBHEM 00/IU3all €€,
BBICACHIBas BBIIENeHUs. IMmepaTop TUX0 3aCTOHAJ, YYBCTBYS, KaK MATKUH S3bIY0K OpaTa CKOJIb3UT
110 ero royioBKe. OMHOM PYKOM OH ONEPCS Ha M3r0JI0OBbe KPOBATH, CTOSI Ha KOJIEHSIX Ilepell HUM, U
TSKEJI0 OBIIIA, TPOLIenTal:

— XKy#n'ap, KyH'9p...

BpaT 3aC0Call CUJIbHEE, 3aKPHIB I'lla3d, X BTAHYJI B POT IIOJIOBUHY YJI€eHd, U3[1dBas BJIa2KHBI€ 3BYKH.
I/IMnepaTop, HaClaXOasaCb, JPOKaAJI, ABUTASACh B €T0 POTHUKE:

— THI TaK XOPOIIIO COCEIh, MO xopolnui 2KyH'ap...

WmnepaTop 3aMeTHI, YTO YTONKK pTa OpaTa yCTasmu, a AkIXaHHe CTaso 60jiee TPEPHIBUCTHIM, M BEIHY
YJieH, HayaB OPOYUTH IEPEN ero MULoM. ['opsiuuil opraH XJIomaJt 1o ero ieke, a Kpacaser,
Pa3BpaTHO BBEICYHYB S3BIK, BPEMs OT BpeMeHU 00/I13kIBall ero. Bckope uMiepaTop OYpHO KOHYHT,
00/IMB €ro U1 I'yCcToM crepmoi. OH manbllaMu coOpas TEMTYI0 XKUAKOCTL U BTED €€ B poT Oparta,
KOTOPBIY C HAC/TaXKIeHNEM BCE MPOTTIOTHUIL.

3akoHYHUB, KpacaBel] pa3BpaTHO [TIePEBEPHYIICS, IIOACTABIASA CBOIO MOMKY:
— MMM... MMM...

HmMmepaTtop, YBUEB eT0 BIaKHOE OTBEPCTHE, CJIeTKa yIBIOHYIICS ¥ BBET iBa Masbila. Kpacaser,



YYBCTBYS IaJIbLIbl BHYTPH, IPOJOJIKAJ Pa3BpaTHO CTOHATh, HEOOBOILHO OOpMoyYa:
— MMM... MMM... He IIaJIbIHI...

HWMnepaTop yCMexXHYIICS:

— A yTo TOTHA?

Kpacasen, cMyIIEHHO OIyCTUB T'OJIOBY, IPOLIENITAT:

— Bpart, BBenu CBOU 4JieH...

EMy KaxX[blit leHb XOTEJI0Ch OIIyIIaTh YjieH OpaTa BHYTpU. bepeMeHHOCTh fefana ero 0Co0eHHO
HEHACHITHEIM, ¥ OH MeYTaJsl 3aChillaTh, YYBCTBYS €ro BHYTpU. HedpUTOBLIM OUIN0 HE MOT CPaBHUTHCS
C TETJIBIM ¥ TBEPOBIM YJIeHOM OpaTa, KOTOPHIHM BXOOUN Tak npusTHO. KpacaBsel] 4yBCTBOBa ce0st
pas3BpaTHBLIM, Belb €r0 TEJIO CTAJIO IYXJILIM, ¥ OH CTECHSJICS pa3feBaThcs. bpaT ocTaBancs TaKuM ke
CTPOUHBIM, U OH 0O0SJICS, 9YTO TOT HAMAET ero TeJo HelpUBIeKaTeIbHEIM. Ho uMIeparTop, moxoxe, He
pas3mernsis 3TUX OMTaCeHuM, TacKas ero IMOJTHYIO TPYAb ¥ BBOOS YJIeH, Hayasl Me[JIEHHO JBUTATHCS,
XPUILJIO IIPOIIETTaB:

— [ToueMy THI KaXKObIH OeHb HEHACKHITEH?

Kpacagel, Hacmaxgasich, IBUTa 0€IpaMy B TAKT, 3aIbIXasCh:

— Vyy, 9T0 HaIll MaIbIII X04YeT, a He ...

HMmepaTop paccMesinics, TOTIaXkuBasi €r0 XKUBOT, ITYTIUBO 3aMETHUI:
— Moii HacnegHUK He ObI OBl TAKMM HEHACHITHEIM.

Kpacager mokpacHes1, HO IpooJIKaJj CKuMaTh 0éapa OpaTa. JIoOOKOBEIE BOIIOCH UMIIEPATOPA
KaCaJIiCh ero BJIa?KHOTO OTBEPCTHUS, U OH, 3aIIPOKUHYB T'0JIOBY, POHSIS CIIE3HI YIOBOILCTBUS,
YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CHUIBHO JTFOOUT 3aHUMATHCSI CeKCOoM ¢ OpaToM. OH XOTeJl poXKaTh MY HETel CHOBa U
CHOBa. MiMImiepaTop TaCKOBO OBUTAJICSI BHYTPU HETO, CTapasiCh MPOIIUTH VIOBOJILCTBUE, YTOOH OH HE
KOHYMJI CITUIIKOM OBICTPO. KpacaBell Toxke momo0us Takrue HexHble Tacku. Cums Ha 6€mpax Oparta,
OH He MOT BU[IETh ero JIUI0, HO YKPagKoW CMOTpes Ha ero yjeH. OH Tak 0w 9TOT OpraH, KOTOPHIH
TOOBOOHUII €T0 [0 9KCTa3a. Bo mBopile OLIIO CTOJILKO KPacaBHll, HO 3TOT YJIeH BCeraa OBIII ero.

MMnepaTop CMOTpEIT Ha ero CIUHY, BUAS Oelyio U MyXJIyi0 MOTKY, OKPYTIUBIIUNCS XKUBOT U TSIKEII0E
Tes0. EMy GbIJIO TPYOHO ITOANEPKUBATH TEMII, X OH TSI3KEJIO [bIIIa:

— XKyH'ap.

KpacaBeu, C BJIa2KHBIMHU T'JIa3aMH, OﬁepHYJ'ICfI. I/IMHepaTop, TJIA0s1 Ha €er0 BCIIOTEBIIee XU PO30BO€E
JINIIO, TAZKEJIO OBbIIIall:

— O 4éM TH AyMaelb?
Kpacagern He cTajy rOBOPUTh, YTO AyMaeT O €r0 4ieHe, CMYIIEHHO IIPOIIEeNTaB:
— O Opare.

ViMmepaTop, TOHMMas ero, IPOJoJIXKaJl ABUTaThCs, YIIbI0asCh:



— Tebe HpaBUTCS?

Kpacagsen kuBHy. MMniepaTtop mo6aBui:

— TrI Tak mMOOUIIEL 3TO, YTO TBOM POTUK IIJIaYeT OT XKeJlaHU.

Kpacasen OrICTPO KUBHYJ. FMIiepaTop ceJl, IOoriaXkuBasi ero BlaXkKHOe OTBEPCTHE, TUXO 3aCMEsJIC:
— Tak MHOr0 BO[bl, KaK e Thl HEHaCHITEH.

Ero pa3BpaTtHasa HamoXHULA.

ViMmepaTop yIOBIETBOPHUI €0 JIUIIL Pa3, a 3aTeM YJIOKMUII crlaTh. Kpacasell, He HaCHITUBIIKUCH, OBIIT
paccTpoeH. MMmepaTop ofell ero B HOUHYI0 pyOalKy, 4ToOk OH He MCKYIIAJI, U JIET Ha Kpal KPOBAaTH,
He oO0HUMad ero.

[Tocpenu Houw Teno KpacaBila CHOBa pa3ropenoch. Bupsi, 4To 6paT KPemnKo CIUT, OH IIOHUMAJ, YTO
TOT CTapaeTcs pafu ero 61ara, ¥ TUXO0 BCTaJ, YTOOBI BEIMUTH YAIIKy XOJIOMHOTO Yasi.

B KoMHaTe ropesu 671ar0BOHUS, CO3[aBasi CTPAHHYIO THILIUHY.

Kpacasel1 mopomén K Konbibeay B 60KOBOM KOMHATe, YTOOBI TPOBEPUTH CBOETO IIOYTH ABYXJIETHETO
CBHIHA, HO KOJIbIOesh Oblia mycTa. OH UCIyTascs, HO IpeXke 4eM YCIell 3aKpudaTh, HIHbKa OBICTPO
TIOMOIIIA ¥ TOKJIOHUIIACh:

— l'ocmioxa, y MasleHbKOr0 rOCIIOAYHA IOAHANIAaCh TeMIIepaTypa.
Kpacasen TpeBOXKHO CIIPOCHII:
— Kaxk ato npousomuio? I'me moii peGEHOK? BHICTPO OTBEOU MEHS K HEMY.

Bo mBOpIle OH He MOBepsiI HUKOMY, KpoMe GpaTa, HO UMIIepaTop He JII0OHUIT ero ChIHA OT IIaHbIos, U
OH 9acTo 60s171CsT, 9YTO MajeHbKui Cypuie ogHaXKObl YMPET 6e3 IpeaynpekaeHus.

Hgaubka oTBeTuma:

— locmoxka, He BOJHYHTECh. MaleHbKOT0 TOCIIOiNHA y2Ke 0THECTH B MIMIIepaToOpCKyo n1e4e0HuUIy.
[Toxanyucra, CiefyiTe 3a MHOK.

Kpacagell, BepOSITHO, OT BOJTHEHUS U 3]I0CTH IIOTEPSIIT TOI0BY. Kak HSHbKA MOTJIa TO3BOJIUTh YHECTH
ero pe6éHKa, He CKa3aB eMy HU CJioBa? HsHbKA, yCIIOKauBasi €ro, MoBeja ero K BEIXOMY.

BHemHre BOpOTa OBOPIA OXPAHSIUCh KaBaJleprel, KOTOpasi MOJIYa IPOIYyCTUIa HIHBKY C
Kpacasuem. Ynaiiko, COpsITaBIIKCE B YTy, C VAUBIIEHUEM HabJTIoOfa 3a 9ToM clieHoM. CerogHsIIH s
HOYb B 3amagHOM ABOPIle Oblyla CTPAHHO HAMPsXKEHHOM. OH CKPHIBAJICS 3[I€Ch YK€ [NOJIT0e BpeMs, HO
HUKTO ero He 3aMeTus1. CongaThl Ka3aJluCh PaCCesTHHBIMU U HEPBHLIMHU, CJIOBHO OKUJas YETr0-TO
BazKHOTO.

Hsubka mpusesna Kpacasiia B ero KaOuHeT, Toe OH 00BIYHO TPOBOAMII BpeMsi. KpacaBen yxe Haudanl
YOUBIISATHCS, KOTAA YCIIbIIa a4y pe6éHka HaBepxy. OH IMOCIIEIIHO IOQHSJICS HaBePX ¥ YBUAET
CBOET0 MAJIHIIA, JIeXKalllero Ha CToJie B TOHKOM ofiexX[ie U Itauymero. Kpacaser TyT ke 3amnjakari,
OpOCHBIINCE K HEMY:

— Moii mansiu! Vyy...



B HOub nepep [Tpa3gHUKOM CepelUHBI OCEHY, Ha IIeCTOM IOy IIpaBjeHUsI UMIlepaTopa, B 3alagHoOM
[BOpIle BCIBIXHYI NMoxkap. OrHU oxBaTU/IXM KaOWHET, U TJlaBHOKOMaHyooumi VMiepaTopcKoin
rBapauy Mojda HaOofas 3a 9TUM, [10Ka 3[aHKue He PyxHYJ0. TOIBKO TOTAa OH JOJIOXKMUITI CISAIIEeMY
UMIIEPaTopy:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, BO ABOpLE oXxKap!

ViMnepaTop, COHHBIY U YCTABIIUY, TOTUPAs 100, CIPOCUITL:
— Kak 3To npousomno?

['maBHOKOMaHAYIOIINY OTBETHUIL:

— l'ocmoxa Yzkaou yurasna B KabUHeTe U CIIy4allHO OIIPOKMHYJIa MacIsHylo TaMiy. Becy KaOuHeT
3aropercs.

VimmepaTop He moBepua cBouM yiraM. Yxkaou? Kakas UYxkaou? Kak oHa morna OvITh B Kabunete? OH
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOIO KpOBaTh U BAPYT mobienHesn. ['TaBHOKOMaHIYIOUIUM, C TPEBOT0M TS Ha HETo,
CKaszal:

— Bamre BenuuecTBo, mougéMTe cKopee!

YupsMcTBO UMITepaTopa IIPUBEJIO K 3JI0BEIIUM II0C/IeCTBUSIM. Benukuit Mapias 3aXBaTuil KOHTPOJIb
HaJl TBapAuei, CKET ero Ykaou, a 3aTeM Caesajl BUI, YTO 9TO [eJI0 PyK XyHHY. YI9iK0 KaK pa3 OblI
B JI0osiHE, ¥ 9TOT KOBAPHBIY IIJTaH 0KA3aJICs TOUCTHUHE 3JI0BEIINM.
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