XaHbCKUH UMIIEPATOP, OOETHIHA B 0JI0-PO30BEIM XaIaT, YKPAIlleHHEIH BHIIATEIMHA I[BETAMU TPYIIH, C
30JI0TOM KOPOHOM Ha r'0JI0BE U TJIaJKUMU YEPHBEIMU BOJIOCAMHY, HUCIIAAABIIMMK Ha CIIMHY, CUOEN IO/
T'PYIIEBHIM IePEBOM, TIEPENTUCTHIBAS KHUTY. Bce HalIOXKHUIIE, YBUEBIIKE 3Ty CLIEHY, He MOTJIH
chepXkaTh BOJTHEHMS, UX CEp/lla OMIKNCh KakK OelleHbie. FiMIepaTop CYUTAJICS MEePBEIM KpacaBIieM
Benukoi XaHb, ¥ laxke HECMOTPS Ha €0 XOJIOOHBIN XapaKTep, KOT{a OH 0CTaBaJICs Y HUX HOUEBaTh,
OH JIUIIb TOBOPUTI 0 «KHUTe TeceH», 006CyKaal M033ui0, a 3aTEM, YCTaB, 3aKPHIBAJI I'Ta3a AJIs
KOPOTKOI'O OT[IbIXa, He IMO3BOJISIST UM IIPUKACATLCS K HeEMY. TeM He MeHee HaJIOKHUIIE BCE PABHO
CTPEMUIUCH K HeMy. OHH CJIBIIIAIHN, YTO FOCIoXKa YKaou B 3amaflHOM ABOPIIE TOXKEe XKHUJIa He JydIIe
— MMIIEPATOp He TPOTaJl €€ ¥ He Pa3roBapUBall C HEH, U, Ka3aaoCh, IepxKaj eé TaM TOJIBKO II0
TTPUBBIYKE.

HanoxHulbl He MOTJIM MOHSATH CEpAlla UMIepaTtopa. HeKoToprle mpeamnonaramy, YTO OH, BOSMOXHO,
XOTeJI IOC/Ief0BaTh MPUMePY ONHOTO M3 IIPEeXHUX [IpaBUTEJIeN U BCTaTh Ha IIyTh
coBepIIeHCTBOBaHUS. Ero urypa BIrjIsgmena 1erkKoi U CBOOOOHOM OT MUPCKUX JKeJIaHU, 4To
BHI3LIBAJIO Y HAJIOKHULL TPEBOTY.

HmnepaTopa MOCTOSTHHO OECITOKOWIIM HAIOKHUIIH, IIPOXOOUBIIKME MUMO, ¥ OH ITPUKa3all 3aKPHITh Caf,
paspeluB BXof TonbKo cebe. Kpacasel], KOTOporo BepHyIu B XaHbCKUI JBOPEL], TPOBEI TaM MOYTH
Tof, U yXKe IMOJIr0Jja HaXOAUJICS B XOJIOOHOU BOMHE co cBouM OpaToM. HUKTO U3 HUX He TOBOPUT APYT
C IpyroM, 4 ero 6paT, Ka3anock, Obl1 60siee TepnenuBLIM, YeM OH. Ka3anock, 3T0 COCTOSIHUE MOTJIO
IIPOIJIUTHCS 10 KOHIIA UX KU3HMU.

Kpacagse1 uyBcTBOBas cebs IOaBlIeHHbIM. B CTen OH ToXKe 4yBCTBOBa ce0s MOAaBI€HHBIM, HO MOT
XOTs1 OBl €3[UTh BEPXOM, TYJISITh, a PaHbIIE HaXe ApaThCs. B 3amagHOM OBOPIE OH YyBCTBOBAJ CE0S
emé 0osiee 3amepTHIM. [IBOPIIOBBIE CTEHE! OBUIM Y3KUMHU, He00 Haf TOJI0BOM Ka3aloCh TaKUM
MaJIeHbKMM, OH He MOT €3[UTb BePXOM, I'yJIsTh, IPAThCS, ¥ Y HETro He OBIJI0 JOBEePEeHHHIX CIyT. Bce
CIyTH B 3arafHOM OBOpIe GBI I'JIa3aMy U yIIaMKU UMIIEPATOPa U MOOYUHSIIMCEH TOJILKO eMy.

OH MOT TONTbKO OOHMMAaTh CBOET'0 ChIHA M YaCTO YKTajl KHUTH. OH He ITOHMMaJ, Kak ero 6pat mMor
BBIHOCHUTD TaKyI0 XKH3Hb, IEHb 3a [ITHEM, TO[ 3a rogoM. PaHbIre 6paT ObUT IPYTrUM — OH YJIbIOasiCcs, B
ero ryja3ax OB CBET, ¥ KOTa OH CMOTPEJI Ha Hero, B HUX OBIJIO CTOJIBKO HEXKHOCTH, YTO Ka3aJloCh,
OHa BOT-BOT IepeNbeTCcs. BcrioMuHas MpoInoe, KpacaBell Havall MIOHMMAaTh uMneparopa. 2Ku3Hb BO
OBoOpIie OBINIa CIIUIIKOM TSIXKEJION, 3TO OBIJIO KaK MOTHIA, KOTOPas 3aTo4dajla MBICIIH, JTF0O0Bb ¥ MEUTHI,
IpeBpallias JIIofe! B 3aCTHIBIINX, CKyYHBIX U 3aKOHOIIOCIYIIHEIX. B IeTCTBE OH He YyBCTBOBaJI 3TOTO,
BEPOSITHO, ITIOTOMY 4TO TOorfa OpaT He OBUI UMIEPATOPOM, @ OH — IIOBTOPHO BHIIIEAIIEH 3aMYyK
Ukaomn.

Kpacasen cMOTpesI Ha XOPOLIYI0 IIOTOAY 3a OKHOM U C pa3fpaxKeHueM CIPOCUII CIyTy:
— I'me umneparop?
Cnyra MenbKOM B3TJISIHYJI HAa HETO ¥ HeYBEPEHHO OTBETHI:

— Barie BrICOUECTBO, UMIIEPATOP B UMIIEPATOPCKOM Cafy, HO OH CKa3aJll, YTO HUKOMY HeJlb3s Tyda
UIOTH.

Kpacagell, KOTOPEIY TOTBKO COOMPAJICS BHIMTH IPOTYJISITLCS, CHOBa ITOTPY3UICS B YHEIHUE. Beuepom
MMIIEPATOP BEPHYJICS PaHbIIe, TaK KAk MHEM He OBbIJI0 TOCYIapCTBEHHHBIX [Ie]l, ¥ OH BECh J€Hb YUTAl
HUCTOPUYECKHE 3aIHUCH, YYBCTBYS YCTAIOCTE.

MMmepaTop, IPUHSB BaHHY, PaHO JIET CIIaTh, HO KpacaBel] He MOT YCHYTh. Ero Teo G0 TOPSIIuM,
BEPOSITHO, U3-3a BECHEI, ¥ OHO TaBHO He 3HAJI0 MY2KCKOT0 IIPUKOCHOBEHHUS, XKaxkmas ero. Kpacasels
CMYyIIAJICS MacTypOUpOBaTh mepPeN CBOMM OpaTOM-MMIIEPATOPOM, BOPOYAsICh B TOCTeNH. [lonexaB



HEMHOI'O B Pa3apaXeHnu, OH C mocaJol cel Ha KPOBATH U YBUIEJI, 9YTO €T0 6paT CIIUT B JE€CATH
IITaraX OT HET'0, KaXKeTCsdA, O4E€Hb KPEIIKO.

KpacaBell B THEBe IIBLIPHYJI IOAYIIKY Ha 1Mo, Ciyra, YCIBIIIaB IIyM, UCITYTaHHO 3aTJIsIHYT 3a
3aHABECKY U, VBUIEB, UTO UMIIEPATOP CIIUT CIIOKOMHO, a 6€CIIOKOUTCS TOJIBKO UkKaou, ¢ 06aeryeHuem
OTBEPHYJICS, feNlasi BUJ, YTO HUYETO He 3aMeTHI.

B cmanbHe GBITIO THXO, TOJIBKO POBHOE MEIXaHHE MMIIepaTopa U CTPEKOTaHKMe CBEePYKa y OKHa.
Kpacagel, ycnbiliaB CTpeKOTaHKEe, BHE3AIMHO Pa303/IUJICS, ITOAOLIEN K OKHY U IIBHIPHYJT YEPHBIN
TIMHSHBIA TOPIIOK Ha I0J. DTOT 3BYK HAIyraj CIyTy u pa30ymoun uMnepaTtopa. Ciayra gpoxai oT
CTpaxa — 3TOT CBEPUYOK OBIT HEAaBHUM COKPOBHUIIIEM MMIIEPATOPA, KOTOPOT'O OH Ha3kIBaj
«BeuHomo6exmanIIuM TeHepanoM», 1 Jaxe CrIaTh 6pai ero ¢ co0oi B crianbH0. MmepaTop, gepxa
TIOAYILIKY, CHAeN Ha KPOBAaTH U CMOTPEJI, KaK CITyra JIOBUT CBepYKa II0 BCel CllayibHe, a KpacaBell
IIPOOJIKAJ KPYIIUTE BCE BOKPYT. Illym pa3bymun Cypuie, KoTopoMy ObIII0 4yTh GOJbIIE TOfla, ¥ OH
T'POMKO IIJIaKajl B CBOEH KOJIBIOEITH.

HsiHs nocnemuna yHeCTH MJIafIIero chiHa Yxkaou, 4ToOw n30eKaTh 3TOU HEOXKUTAaHHOU Oefbl.
VimnepaTop cMOTpern, Kak KpacaBell IOYTH Pa3pyLIn BCIO CIANbHIO, a CIIyra, HaKOHel, TouMarl
CBepuYKa Cpefy OCKONKOB U C PAfOCThIO 3aIIUTHUII €r0 B CBOUX JIaJIOHSX, CKa3aB UMIIEPaTOpPy:

— Baie BennuecTBo, TeHepas B IOPSIKe, BCE XOPOIIIO.

WmmepaTtop ¢ 6eCIOKOMCTBOM ITOCMOTPENT Ha CBOET'0 MaJIEHbKOTO CBepYKa, KaK Ha ChIHA, U MOCIEITHO
CKasa:

— BrICcTpee mo10kKKTe ero B TOPIIOK U HAKOPMHUTE MSICHBIM ITIOPE.

Cryra nocIeIHo KUBHYIL:
— IIa! Ia!

Kpacaget, Bufis, KaK BCe€ B KOMHATe CYMTAIOT €T0 HUKYEMHBIM U UTHOPUPYIOT €TI0, He CMOT CepXKaTh
HAKOIIUBIIENCS HEHABUCTH ¥ BHE3AITHO, KaK 0e3yMHBIN, OPOCUIICS BIEPE[, BEIXBATHUII Y CIIYTH TOPIIOK
CHOBA C ITOMMAaHHBIM CBEPYKOM U IIBBIPHYJI €T0 Ha I10JI, CPa3y Ke Pa3[aBUB BHITPLITHYBIIET0 CBePYKa
CBoe 60COM HOTOH.

Cnyra ollemeHe, ¢ yXKaCoM T Ha KpacaBlla, Ha Pa3gaBIeHHOTO CBEPYKa IIOf ero HOTOM, a 3aTeM
CHOBa Ha UMIeparopa. MMmepaTop, Ka3aaoCh, TOXKe He 0KHMIall 3TOTO, C U3YMJIEHHEeM CMOTPEN Ha
cBoero Gpara, ry0Bl ero OpoxKasu, ¥, HAaKOHEIl, OH BHIJABUII OJHO CJIOBO:

— T#HI... THL..

Kpacaselr, Ka3ayioch, MOYyBCTBOBAI cebsi TOOENUBIINM TeHEePAIoM, HaKOHEeI] 3aCTaBUBIINM eT0
3ar0BOPUTh, X C BEI30OBOM CMOTPEI Ha Hero. JIKIo uMIeparopa mo0JeaHesno, OH, Ka3alochk, He MOT
crmepkaTh ce0si, B ero riaa3ax MeJIbKHyJa KeCTOKOCTh, KOTOpasi TO IOSBIISIIach, TO HCYe3aa.

KpacaBel mpooiizkaa CMOTPETh Ha HETO C HEHABUCTHIO, YYBCTBYSI OTPOMHOE yIOBIeTBOpeHue. Eciu
Obl chIH OpaTa OBITT 3[eCh, OH, BO3MOXKHO, TOXKe pa3fgaBuil Okl eT0 — OH CXOOUJI C YMa OT HaBJIeHUs
Opata. UMmepaTop, 61egHBEINA, CMOTPEST HAa HEro, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBA, 3aTEM IIePEeBEPHYIICS U JIET
CIIMHOM K HeMY. KpacaBell ToKe paBHOOYIITHO BEPHYJICS Ha KPOBaTh, He oOpalllasi BHUMAHUS Ha
KPOBb, CTEKAIOIIYIO0 K3 II0pe3a Ha HOTe OT OCKOJIKOB TOPINKA.

Crnyra, Bups, 4To 006a rOCIOfKMHA HAXOASITCS B 3aTHUINLe eper Oypel, Moiiya yopas KOMHATY,



OYMCTHUB IIOJI OT OCKOJIKOB. Teno «BeuHomoOexkawIiero reHepaia» OBITIO C TOYTEHUEM BEIHECEHO
CJ'IYI"OfI " IIOXOPOHEHO B 3€eMIJIE, YTOORI NMIIEPATOpP B 6YJIYH.IGM He CIIpalllnuBall O HEM.

Ha cnepytomuii JeHb UMIIEPATOP BCE eIme oTaeixan. OH paHO YyTPOM BCTall U YBUAEN, YTO KpacaBel]
pacdéechBaeT BOJIOCH Iepef 3epKajoM, YKpagKou MIOCMOTPEN Ha Hero mapy pas, a 3aTeM OTIPaBUIICH
B UMIIEPATOPCKHUMU Ccaf.

B uMnepaTopckoM cany ObLIO MHOTO I[BETOB 1 0a004eK, 1 UMIIEPATOp, Pa3fpaxKEHHbIN UX
TIOpXaHueM, He MOT COCPENOTOUUThCS Ha yTeHuu. ETo ManeHbKUM CBEPUYOK YMED, U ClIyTa cKasall,
YTO OH ITOXOPOHEH IIOf MMOHOBLIM J€PEeBOM B cafy. MiMmepaTop gake IOIIEN TIOCMOTPETh Ha 3TO
MECTO.

BeyepoM uMmepaTop B ODMHOYECTBe NOYXKUHAI U C KoJe0aHUAME BEPHYJICS B CIIasibHIO. B crianbHe
HUKOTO0 He OBlI0, KpacaBell, Ka3aioch, OTIIPaBUJICA B KaOuHeT. iMriepaTop, 4yBCTBYS 0€CIIOKOMUCTBO,
TOXKe TIOIIEN B KaOUHeT, u3naneka yBUAEB, Kak KpacaBell C PpagoCThi0 UYUTaeT CBUTOK. MiMiiepaTop He
cTan ero 0ECIIOKOUTH U CHOBA ITOLIEJ IPOTYIISATLCS B Cal, e OBUIO TEMHO, HO YyBCTBOBAJICS apoMaT
I[BETYLIe} I'PYLIN.

[To3mHO HOYBI0 UMIIEPATOP, HAKOHEI], BEPHYJICS B CIIAJIbHIO, TIe CJIyra CKasaj eMy, YTO KpacaBell
yXe CIuT. IMIepaTop, TUXO IPUHSB BaHHY, BEPHYJICS U, 3aTauB [ObIXaHUe, COOUpPACs Jiedsb B
IIOCTEJTb, KaK BAPYT pa3fasics TPOMKUM 3BYK.

Kpacagser mBBIpHY Bady K ero HoraMm. OCKOJIKY Ba3kl IIOMAIN Ha UMIIEPATOpa, U OH, He BHIEPXKas,
00EepHYJICS U CIIPOCHIT:

— YTo0 TH Oeaenin?

Kpacagel mpogoskan CMOTPeTh Ha HETO C HEHABUCTHIO, CXKUMAs PYKH TakK, UTO OHHM YyTh HE
KPOBOTOYHIX. IMIIEpaTop CMOTPEJ Ha HeT0 HeKOTOPOe BpeMsi, 3aTeM, BHe ce0si OT THeBa, MOJOIIEN U
TIpU2KaJ ero K KpoBaTh. KpacaBel| c HEHABUCTHIO OMJT eT0, HO UMIIepaTop He oOpallay BHUMAHUS, Ha
ero JIHIIe TOSIBUIIOCh HECKOJIbKO KPOBABLIX IlapallyH, OH TOJIBKO CTAPAJICS CHSTh C HETO INTAHEL.
HMmepaTop Toxke OB B OTYASTHUY, OH TaK [ONTO CAEPKUBAJICS, U TEIePh, Koraa OpaT caM HaBIEK Ha
ce0s1 9T0, OH He coOupascs OBITh MATKUM.

OHH, Ka3aJi0Ch, BEPHYJIUCH K IETCKOM CUHXPOHHOCTH, IePsICh U IIePeKaThIBasiCh, OHU CHOBA
OKasanuch BMecTe. Tesno Kpacasija ObII0 TOPSIYUM, U, Oyayuu rpy6o MpUKaTHM, OH O0JIblIe He
IyMaJl, Cliellla paCCTErHYTh CBOU IITaHHL. FIMIlepaTop TOXKe TOPONUJICS CHSTh CBOIO OfI€XKY, OHU TaK
[IOJIT0 HE 3aHMMAJIMCh 3TUM, 4TO 00a Kaxkganu 9Toro. Kak TONbKO mTaHk ObITH CHSTH, OHU KPEIIKO
OOHSIMCH, M UMIIEPATOp, HE YCIIEB IIOATOTOBUTD €TI0, BBEJ CBOM TBEPMBIH YJIEH B €T0 Y3KUU IIPOXO[I.
Kpacasel1, mo4yBCTBOBaB IIPOHUKHOBEHHUE, C YIOBOJILCTBUEM 3aCTOHAJ, YYBCTBYS 6O0JIb U IPUSATHOE
TIOKaJILIBAHUE.

Crnyra, yCIIBIIIaB CKPHUII KPOBATH B KOMHATE, TUXO YIILIOHYJICS, IPUKPLIB POT PYKO#. I'ocmoga Bcé Tak
Xe HeTepnenuBel. Ha KpoBaTH KpacaBell CTOHAJ, HaKOHEI IIOJTyYUB XKejlaeMoe, O0HSIT ATOTUITEI
OpaTa ¥ TOPOIIUII:

— ITaBaii... GLHICTpEE... MM...
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