O6a 00epHYIUCH B U3YMIIEHUH, VBUMIEB, KaK B IIEHTPE ABOPa B3METHYJIOCH IIJIaMsi, CJIOBHO METEOD,
CTPEMUTEJILHO HAITPABISBUIUKCS MPsSMO K HUM. OTHEHHas! CTeHa BOpBaJlach Yepe3 IBeph, ¥ X035UH
BaH mazxke 3a0bIT KpUYaTh, JIUITH HIMPOKO PACKPHIB I'/Ta3a, Habmogasi, Kak OrPOMHBIN Med,
IBITAIONINY OYXOBHBIM I1JIaMEeHEM, BOPBaJICS BHYTPb.

Xo3stmH BaH GBI HACTOJIBKO HaIlyraH, YTO HE MOT' BELIMOJIBUTE HU CJIOBa. HOBepHYBI.T.II/ICB, YTOOBI
IIOIIPOCUTH IMOMOIIMYU y TOTO MYKYKMHEI, OH 06Hapy}KI/IH, 4YTO TOT CJIOBHO IIPH3PaK MCYE3I 0e3 ciiepa.

— Yépr, cbexkan Tak OBICTPO... — mpobopMoTan Xo3sguH BaH, yxke cobupasich MyCTUTHCS HAYTEK, HO
nepeq HUM BO3HHKJIA CTeHa OTHs, CJIOBHO IIperpasa, 3aCTaBUBIIAsI €ro 00JIMBATHCS IIOTOM.

Jlo UIH netes Ha Meue C HEBEPOSITHOM CKOPOCTHIO, CJIOBHO Nafawllas 3Be3mga. Ero mey paspymun
IBEPH, a AYXOBHOE IJIaMs 03apujo KOMHaTy. BHyTpu oH yBugen Lo JIsHS, CBepHYBILIETOCS B
KJIyOOK Ha cTose 6e3 CO3HAHUS, a PANOM — MyKYHHY C OTTaJIKUBAIOIIEN BHEIIHOCTEIO,
MIPOTSTUBAIOIIETO K HEMY PYKY.

— TBor mate! — B3pesen JIo UH. — Tl TOCMeII TPOHYTh MOEro YejioBeka!l
Ceprnue Xo3suHa Baza €xHyno. OH pa3Bén pyKaMH, IHITasCh OIIPaBAaThLCS:
— VBaxkaeMbIit 6eCCMEePTHHIN, 3TO HeJOpa3yMeHHe...

He ycmeB 3aKOHYUTH, OH GBI OTOPOIIEH B CTOPOHY.

Ero Teno Bpe3anoch B CTEHY, CJIOMaB CTOJI0, ¥ OH C CUJION BBIMIJIIOHYJT KPOBb.
Jlo VH c mbUTaOLUMMY TJ1a3aMy CXBATUI €T0 38 BOPOTHUK:

— YTO0 THI XOTEN CHenaTh C MOUM... C HUM?!

— Hepgopa3symenue... KX-KX... — X035iuH BaH, cTUCHYB 3y0BI OT 00JIH, C TPYOM BBIIABUII CJIOBA. —
Mornomo# roCrnogruH He CMOT CIIPaBUTHLCS C BUHOM... ... I IIPOCTO MPOJAaBel BUHA...

— IIpopagers BuHa, 61s1b! — Jlo ViH ¢ cuiol MIBEIPHYT €T0 B CTEHY. — {1 oTIpaBio Te0s B
3arpo0HBIi MUP ITPOMIaBaTh BUHO!

OH yxXKe cobupascs IPpUMEeHUTh CUIY, KaK BAPYT KOJIbIIO Ha €T0 JIeBOM PYKe BCIIBIXHYJIO KPaCHBIM
CBETOM. JJIEKTPUYECKUM Pa3psfl, CJIOBHO 3Mesl, IPDOH3UJI er0 TeJl0, 3aCTAaBUB BEHHl Ha BUCKAX
B30yThCA. Pyka ero gporuyna. Xo3suH BaH, CJI0BHO [10Jy4UB BTOPOU IIAHC, 3aKpHAYall:

— BeccMmepTHEBIY, BH HE MoXkeTe yOuTs MeHs! Yuenuku [IBopia O6maunsrx HeGec He MOTyT
IPUYUHATE Bpen cMepTHEIM! Bhl oTipaBuTeck Ha Matepuk Ouuienus ot I'pexos!

Jlo WiH, 0XBauyeHHEIH SPOCTHIO, IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAaK KOJIBIIO TPOIO0JIKAI0 OUTh ero TOKOM. CTHCHYB
3y0bl, OH oTImycTun Xo3sivuHa BaHa u mpo6opMoTai:

— [Taxxe HakKa3kIBas 3710, IOJIyYaellb yoap TOKOM.
Xo3suH BaH, gpoxKa OT CTpaxa, yraa Ha KOJIEHHU, YMOJISAs O TIOIIafie:

— Hemopa3ymenue, BCE 3TO Hefjlopa3yMeHHe... {1 BCEro JIUIIb YeCTHHIN TOPTOBEL... KaK s MOTY OBITh
3nomeeM?

— Te1 emié roBoputib? — Jlo UH, CTHCHYB 3y0Bl, CHOBA CXBaTUJI €r0. — C ero BHEITHOCTHIO THI



3aMaHuJI ero Cloga IIUTh BUHO... YTO THI 3a)1yMan?!

Xo3suH BaH, gpoxa, He ocMenuBascs 601bine TOBOPUTE. JIo MH GBIpKHYI 1 OPOCUT €ro Ha 3eMITIO,
3aTeM XJIOTIHYJI B JIQ[OLIH.

Ecnu Ovl 0H IpoCcTO OB IbsIH, KpoBaBhili 00€T He Ipenynpenns Obl ero.

Jlo YiH nmopmusn 6e3 co3Hanus Llioi JIsHsS co cTona u OPOCUIT Ha HUX THEBHBIN B3TJIS:
— Kngu, s ormpasmio CurHanbHyto OalHio XaHb49Ha pa3o0dpaThcs ¢ TGO,

CkazaB 3To, OH BhITamu Med By6ao u yuéc Lo JIsHsS ¢ coO0H.

— Lront JIsiup! Lto#t JIstas!.. — Ha ynune Mun Mub OblT B TaHuKe, Oeras Tymga-ciofia ¥ CIpallInuBasi, He
BUMEJ TU KTO-HUOYIb I0HOIIY B GeoMm.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B TOJIIIE TMOOHSIICS LIyM. JIIomu CMOTpeNy Ha KPaCHbIHM CBET Ha TOPU30HTE, 00CyXKaast
ero. MuH MHb 0CTaHOBUIICS. ITOT OTHEHHBIN OPAKOH, CTOJIb BEI3HIBAIOIINY U IBHO HE CKPHIBAIOITUM
CBOEro MPUCYTCTBUS, — pa3Be 3T0 He bybao JIo MHa? Heyxenu Lo JIsHb cTonkHYyNCS ¢ JIo MHEM 1
OBbLII YHECEH UM?

MuHn WHb Hayan 6e3yMHO nepefaBaTh coobiuienus o JISHIO, HEBOIHHO MyCTUBIINCEH B IIOTOHIO.
OpHako ero HaBHIKY yIIPaBIeHUSI Me4oM OBIJTM HACTOJILKO CJIabbl, YTO OH HMKAK He MOT JOTHATh
By6ao JIo Mua. Ho mocye coTeH MOMBITOK IepefaTh COOOIIeHNE OH BAPYT MOIY4YUII OTBET:

[He nmepenasaii 60mnbine, Hagoeno. OH y MeHS.]

9to0 6111 ToT0C JIo UHa.

Mun V=B B30pBancs:

— [Touemy oH y Te6s1?! UTO THI C HUM CcHenaes?!

[...]

OTH CjI0Ba 3By4YaJIk CTPAHHO 3HAKOMO, CJIOBHO OH CaM HEIaBHO MX IIPOU3HEC.

MuH HMHb, TOPOISICh, YCKOPHUJICS, HO OTHEHHBIH IPAKOH 0CTABAJICS HelocsTraeM, Kak 3Be3fa Ha Hebe.

[MoxeTe 11 BBI, HAKOHEII, TPUCMATPUBATh 3a 9TUM AypakoM? & mpoCTo B IOKE, OH MOMEHTAJIBHO
morafaeT B HEMPUSITHOCTU. ETo mogMerianu, s OTBE3 ero, YTOOBI CHSTH OeWCTBHE JIeKapCTBa. 3aBTpa
BEpHY.]

— Hert! — 3akpuuan MuH HMuab. — OH ellé peOEHOK — HEJIb3s OCTABISAThL €T0 Ha HOYb!
[...]

MuH HMHB, HECMOTPS Ha yCTaJIOCTh, IIPOA0JIXKAJI JIETETh Ha MEYe:

— CHavaa CHUMH [eMCTBHE JIEKapCTBa, g [103xKe npueny B becenky 3acTriBinux Bop.

[Touemy no3xe? KoHeYHO, IOTOMY YTO €T0 HaBLIKM YIIPaBJIeHUs Me4oM ObUIH c1alkbl, ¥ ecyu OBl He
OTCYTCTBHE MECT [JIs1 OCTaHOBKH, OH Obl, BEPOSITHO, IPU3EMJIIUJICS OTIOXHYTE.



[JTamHO, KAaK XO4YeIs. |

Jlo UH BOpyT 0CO3Has, 4TO eMy He X04eTCs Bo3Bpauarhcs ¢ Lo JIsHEM, YTOOH HE TEPSITh JIUI0
nepen APyrUMH.

C 3TOi1 MBICTIBIO OH PE3K0 OCTAaHOBUJICS. Med pa3BepHYJICS, U BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOBI OTIIPaBUTHLCS Ha
BOCTOK B becenky 3acTriBimix Bop, oH HanpaBusics K CkIoHy 3B€30HOM Peky 3a 10KHBIMU BOPOTaMHU
IBopua O6maunbix Hebec.

Octpos ITnwiByIero CBeTa uMen KpPyriyio ¢GopMy, C PaCTUTENIbHOCTHIO, BOIIOMIAIOIEN UHD U SH.

I Bopern O6naunbix HeGec ObUT KBagpaTHEIM, ¢ 4eThIpbMsi HeGecHbIMU BpaTaMu. 3a BOCTOUHBEIMU U
CEeBepPHBIMU BOPOTAMH pacIIojlaralich Pe3UNeHIUN 3HATHEIX ceMel, HarmpuMep O6uTesnb 3aCTHIBIINX
Bog, yctpoenHas 1o o6pasiy AHbYKO0Y. 3amnafgHble BOpoTa ObIIM MECTOM IIPOKUBAHUS Pa3pPO3HEHHBIX
IPaKTUKYOUINX, C HeOONbIIUMY ycagb0aMu. A 3a 10KHEIMU BopoTaMmy, Bparamu Hebecuoro OtBeTa,
IpocTUpaach o0IIMpHas MIomaaka, rae ObII0 Masio JIiofiel, HO MHOXKECTBO YyLOeCHbBIX Ieii3axkel,
IyXOBHBIX PACTEHUU U (PaHTaCTUUYECKUX CYIIECTB.

Jlo YH penko OniBan Ha CroHe 3B€3gHoM Peku, 00b4HO Haxonsch nubo B [IBopiie O6naunwix Hebec,
nu6o Bo3Bpalasick B becenky 3acTriBinux Bop. Ceifyac nyHa CTOsiia BLICOKO B HeOe, CKIJIOH OB
TIOKPBIT TYCTOM TPaBOM, py4erKy Kypydaju, U BCE ObIJI0O OKYTaHO CepeOpuCTO-XKENTHIM CBETOM. berbie
IyXOBHbIe 6A00YKY IIOPXAJIH, Pa3/ieTasiCh, Kak JEMeCTKH, OT ero IIaros.

JIo UH nonoxwun Lo JIsHa Ha TpaBy. Ero Teno ymano, HaCTOIBKO XyA0€, YTO OHO IIOYTH UCYE3JI0 B
neTHel TpaBe. babouyKy B37eTeNH, CIIOBHO 3BE3MH, 1 JIo NH Ha MTHOBeHUE HcIyrajcs, 4To L{on
JIssHb IpeBpaTUTCs B 0a00UKYy U YIETHUT.

OH OBICTPO HALIET MPOTUBOSIANE B CBOEM MEIIKe U yKe cobupasics nath ero Lioi JIsiHIO, HO BAPYT
OCTaHOBMJICS.

Lroit JIsSHB JTe3Kan ¢ 3aKPHITHIMU T'Ia3aMu, ero 6poBu OBITK pacciiabieHsl, a Ia3a, 00LIYHO
ynbI0atoIIrecs:, Ternepb OBUTM CKPHITHL. PECHUIE TPEMETAaI Ha HOYHOM BETPY, U, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a
IeNCTBUS JIEKapCTBa ero I'yOsl Clerka MPHUOTKPHUIHCH, 00HAXKAasI BIAXKHBIA KOHUMK SI3BIKA.

Jlo VH ymapui KyJlakoM II0 3eMJie.
[ToueMmy 9Ta CIleHa YepTOBCKM 3HaKoMa? HeyKenu oH BUfET €€ BO CHE?

— Tl XKe yMeelllb HaBOOUTH IIOPYY, KakK Thl MOT II0TIACThCS Ha JIeKapCTBO, Aypak? — Jlo MH
IIPOJOJIKAJI PyraThCsl, OMHOM PYKOM 00XBATUB €0 3a TaJIUI0 U IMIPUIIONHSB.

B sToT MOMeHT Genasi TKaHb Ha Iee Lo JIgHs, ¥ Tak yxKe cBoOOmHast, COCKOIb3HYa, 00HAKUB
PO30BHIH LIpaM.

Jlo UH B3OpOTHYIIL.

C nepsoii BcTpeuu Lrou JIgHb Bcerga HOCUI NOBA3KY, U JIo MH B myllle HacMexascs, 4YTO OH II0X0XK Ha
meHkKa. OH mymaJ, YTO 9TO IIPOCTO HebGosbiasi paHa, HO Telephb YBUAEN, HAaCKOJIbKO OHa CEpPhE3Ha.

JIérkoe MPUKOCHOBEHKE K PO30BOMY IIpaMy BEI3Basio ¥ JIo MHa TsAKEnble MBICIH. TOT, KTO HaHEC
3TOT yHap, SBHO XOTeJI eT0 YOUTb.

KT0 ke Mor xejlaTh CMEPTH 3TOMY HaUBHOMY, XKUBYILEMY B Topax IIyIiy?



Jlo WH 3amymarcs, mepKa B pyKe TabNeTKy U MPUKIagbiBas €€ K ry0am Llion JIsHs.

Llro#t JIsHB, He 0CO3HaBask HUYETO, JiexkKal C paccnabieHHEIMI OPOBSIMYU U, €eCTECTBEHHO, He MOT CaM
IIPUHSTH JIEKAPCTBO.

Meicnu JIo MHa Havamnmu O11yKOaTh, 1 OH He 3aMEeTHJI, Kak ero B3TJIS IPUINI K 9TUM BIaKHBIM,
MSTKUM ry6aM. JIamoHu ero BCIOTENH.

OH ormsperncs, yOeIUBIIKCh, YTO BOKPYT HUKOT'O HET, U CHOBa IIOCMOTPe Ha Lltoi JIsiHs, Konebsich.

['yOn1 Lro¥t JIsiHS ObIIM M3SILIHEL, BePXHAS I'y0a clerka HallOMKHaIa CEPHedko, YTO I0YeMy-TO
BBI3BIBAJIO ACCOLMAIMY C HEOMEPUBIIUMCS MITEHIIOM.

MoxeT, nyyie nopoxnath Mus Uusa?

[Tocne monrux KoneGaHUW OH PYTHYJICA U, IPOTONKHYB TabneTKy B poT Lltoi JIgHI0, OIIyTUMI MATKOCTh
Y BIIAXKHOCTb.

Jlo YH pe3Ko OTOEepHY PYKY, ero muilo meiiano. OH BeITep PyKy o0 omexny Llioi JIsHS:
— Cn1oHU ypakKa, Mep30CThb.

HewnsBecTHO, UTO MM [JBUTAJIO, HO OH IIOOHEC PYKY K HOCY ¥ BIOXHYJ. B TOT ke MOMEHT Kap, CIIOBHO
o ¢puTumIIo, mpobekas OT Ceppla a0 yIIeHn.

OH, CJIOBHO MOPakKEHHBIN MOJIHMEH, CHOBA Havasl BLITUPATh PYKY, 0opModa cebe mox Hoc. IIpomo
HeoIpeaeIeHHOe BpeMsi, ¥ BOPYT TEJI0 B ero 00BATUAX HEPHYIIOCH. LI0i JISHE MeIeHHO OTKPHII
riasa.

— O... ato Th. — [IepBoe, UTO OH CHeal, MIPOCHYBIINCH, — CHOBA YILIOHYJICS, HO TYT Xe
IIOYYBCTBOBaJI AUCKOMOOPT.

JlekapcTtBo u3 [TaBunboHa Becennux TpaB geicTBoBano OBICTPO. JIo MH TYT Ke 3aMo4al, He
IIPOM3HEeCs HU CIIOBa.
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