Wmnepatop YyHMUH CTOSIJT BIIepeay ¢ MpayHEIM nuiioM. OH He XOTeNl CHOBa MTOJHUMATh TEMY CEKTHI
®ymm, HO He 0XKUaJ, YTO Ha IIYTHU C TOPHI €My IIPEMOJHECYT TaKOM «IIOJapoK».

TéMHO-KpaCHBIe MYPaBbU HEIIPEPHEIBHO OBUT'AJINCh, CJIOBHO TEKYIIIdA KPOBb, CO31aBasi CUJIbHOE
BHU3YyaJIbHOE BII€e4YdTJIEHUE.

L3sta JIun 3ameTun Csio III3HBIOHS B TOJIE, ¥ TOT TOXKEe YBUEI ero, OLICTPO MOMOMMIS.
— JluH, 3a4eM THI TPHUIIEN?
— 91 npuIeén ¢ JeBSITHIM IPUHIIEM ITOCMOTPETE.

Csio IlIaHBIOHB X0JI0HO ITIOCMOTPEIT Ha AEeBSATOTO MIPHUHIIA, U TOT MHCTUHKTUBHO BHIITPSIMUJICS, C
rpUMacoy Ha JIUIIE:

— 4 ToXe He 3HaI, 4TO YBUXKY TaKoe.

Temnepb OH POKJIMHAJ CBOE JTIOOOMBITCTBO. YBUIEB TaKyIO CIIeHY, OH 0053aTEIbHO YBUOUT KOIIMaph!!
— Yto npoucxogut? — L34H JIUH yKa3aa Ha OTPOMHBIN KaMeHb.

— 4 yXe oTIpaBuil JIIOe OCMOTPETD €ro.

KameHbs Haxomumics B CTpaTerndeCkKu BazKHOM MeCTe, IIPAMO Ha ITOBOPOTE, 9epe3 KOTOpBIfI OOJIZKEH
OBLT IIpoexaTh KapadBdH. CHYCTI/IBH.II/ICB C TOPHI ¥ ITIOBEPHYB, MO2KHO OBLIIO CPa3y ero yBuueTh.

CHauasla HUKTO He 3aMeTHU/I HUYero HeoObBYHOT0. TOM JOPOT0M OHU €3[U/IM KaXKObIK I'ofl, U JaXe
CEerofHs YyTPOM €€ IIPOBEPSIN, HO HUUero He Hanuti. OJHaKO, KaK TOJIbKO OHY IIOMOIIIH, ITOSBUIICS
KaMeHb U KpaCHblE MypaBby Ha HEM.

Kak oHM y3HamH, 4TO 3TO MypaBbu? KaMeHb HaXOOWIICS He TaK MajeKo, U MypaBby OBITA KPYITHBIMH.
Te, y Koro OBITIO XOpolllee 3peHue, MOTJIN UX Pa3rIsaeTh.

OXpaHHUKH, OTIIPABJIEHHEIE OCMOTPETh KaMeHb, OBICTPO BepHyMHuCch. OHM He HAIUTK HUKAKUX CIEO0B
YeJI0BeYeCKOro BMemaTenbCcTBa. KpacHbie MypaBbu OBITA TONTBKO HA KaMHE, B IPYTHX MeCTaX UX He
OLLIO.

CTOINbKO JI0oe BUIeNIH 3TO CBOMMH T'Jla3aMu, U uMIlepaTop YyHMUH He MOT OCTaBUTh 3TO 0e3
BHUMAHUS.

— IIycTh KTO-HUOYObh M36aBUTCS OT 9TUX TBape!

OXpaHHUKY yXKe FOTOBUIIUCH BHITIOTHUTH MIPUKA3, KOT{Ia HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK, OTIIPABIIEHHEIX paHee
OCMOTpEeTh KaMeHb, BHE3AITHO yTanyu 6e3 BCIKUX IPenynpexkneHnui.

— YTo cny4yunocs?

— [Touemy oHU ymanu? ITO U3-3a KAaMHSA?

— 9710 npenynpexnenue cpriie! HeyBaxenue kK 6oraM Haka3yeMo!
Cpernu mrofied 3TOT T0OJI0C IPO3ByYa 0COOEHHO Pe3K0 U HeOXKUIaHHO.

— B 3TOM M1pe [eNCTBUTENHHO eCTh 60Tu? — JIeBSATHIM IPUHI] TUXO0 ogouen 6nuxe K L3aa JIuny u



HacJegHOMY IIPUHILY, IIemya.
3su JIuH OTBEN B3TJISAM:
— ITaXke ecyii OHM CYIIECTBYIOT, OHU HE CTAHYT IIPOCTO TakK MPUUUHSATH BPEN.

— Torpa 910 371Ble Ayxu? — [1eBATHIY IPUHL] HEBOJILHO BCIIOMHUJI CTPAHHbIE 3BYKU, KOTOPHIE CIIBIIIAN
B ITyTEBOM [IBOpIle. — MOKET, 3TO CBSI3aHO C COOBITHSIMHU B ITyTEBOM ABOpIIE?

— OTU KpacCHBIe MypaBbU CTpaHHBIE. — [10 Mepe BoCcCTaHOBNIEHUS cBoeu nyiu L[3saH JIuH mMor
YyBCTBOBaTh IPUPOLHLIE SHEPTUHU, U 9TU MypPaBby BHI3BIBAIM Y HETO CTPAHHLIE OIIYIIEHUS.

— KoHeuHo, OHU CTpaHHEBIE. f HUKOTHA He BUAEN TaKuX OOJIBIINX KPAaCHBIX MypPaBbhEB, — COTJIACUIICS
OEeBSATHIN IIPUHII.

Henb3s GbII0 OCTABIIATH JTIOfIeH 3[IeCh, OmacasiCh, YTO KaMeHb U MypaBbU MOTYT HaBPEOUTD UM.
VimnepaTop YyHMUH ITpHKa3aal BCEM OTCTYNHUTh, IepKach IMOAAJIbIIe 0T KaMHS.

JItoou OCTENeHHO OTX0AuIy, U L1348 JIuH, MeJIbKOM B3IJISHYB, IPUIYPUIICS:

— Baire BbICOY€CTBO, TaM, KaXeTCs, KTO-TO €CTb.

C gpyroii CTOPOHHI KaMH$, CPEU NEPEBbEB, MeNIbKali HECKOILKO CUIIYITOB.

OxpaHHUKY HaClegHOIr0 IpuHIla, 1o npuka3y Cso IIsHBIOHS, 0OCTOPOXKHO MOAOIIIN TyAa.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPeMsI OHU BEPHYIIHCH, BeOs C CO00M HECKOJIbKUX MYKYHH, OfIeTHIX KaK
[lePEeBEHCKUE KUTEIH.

— Baiire BbICO4€CTBO, MBI HALIIJIA UX TaM, IPSYYIIUXCSA B KycTaxX. He 3HaeM, 4TO OHU [enai.
Bcero OvI7I0 TpOe IIEHHBIX. YBUIEB 0XPAaHHUKOB C MeYaMH, OHU MOOIeqHEIN OT CTpaxa.

— Mz Hudgero He 3HaeM! [ToxanyicTa, nomaguTe Hac!

— Ilomanute Hac!

— Yo BH 3aech fgenaete? — Cs0 II9HBI0OHL X0JIOAHO CMOTPETT Ha HUX CBEPXY BHU3.

— M&L... MBI IIPpUIINIKN CIOAa 3a JPOBaMHU. YBupmenu sTOT KaMeHb U pemunim IoCMOTPETh, 4TO 3TO, —
OTBETHUJI OJUH U3 HUX.

— Brl yacTo OnIBaeTe 30ecs?

— Her, He yacTo. MBI XKMBEM 3a TOPOM, HHOT A MMPUXOAUM CIOfa 3a APOBaMM MU OXOTUMCS. B
IIOCTIeTHUH Pa3 MBI OBIIIM 371€Ch... JeCsATh, HeT, BOCEMb JHEeH Ha3af. f XOpoIlIo IOMHIO, TOTIa 3TOr0
KaMH$ 3Iech He OBLIO.

3alaB HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, OHU TIOIYYUIIM BIIOJTHE HOPMaJibHbIe OTBETHL. LI3sH JIMH CTOSIT B
CTOPOHE, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, €ro B3TJIsA[ OB IPUKOBAH K OMHOMY M3 MYXKYMH.

9TOT YenoBeK OBLITT COBEPIIEHHO HE3aMeTeH cpedu Tpoux, Ho LI3sH JIun oOpaTun BHUMaHueE Ha 3710,
ucxopsiiee oT Hero. Eciiu oHU OeNCTBUTELHO ObITM He3HAKOMBIMHU NEPEBEHCKUMHU XKUTEIISIMH,
II0YeMy OH YyBCTBOBAJI K HUM BpaxkmeOHOCTh?



LI3san Jlun gepuyn 3a pykas Csio [IIsHBIOHS, ¥ TOT HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOBI CIIPOCHTD:
— Yto cnyuyunocs?
— Bae BBICOUECTBO, 9TOT YeJI0OBEK CTpPaHHBIM, — LI35H JIMH yKa3am Ha caMOro JIeBOTO U3 TPOUX.

Csio [IIsHBIOH IOCMOTPETT Ha HET0. YKa3aHHBIN YeJIOBEK CTOSIJI, OIIYCTUB T'OJIOBY, ¥ €T0 JIUIO OBIIO
CKpHITO. Ero oilexXga v BHEIIHUM BUM HE OT/IMYAJIUCh OT APYTUX, U, ecnu Ol LI351H JIuH He yKa3al Ha
Hero, Cso [II9HBIOHb OTHECCS OBl KO BCEM TPOUM OIMHAKOBO.

— BrI 3HAKOMEI APYT € Apyrom? [ToueMy TOIBKO ABOE U3 BaC rOBOPSAT?

IIBoe, KOTOPEIE€ OTBEYaJIX Ha BOIIPOCHI, IIEPETTIAHYJIUCEH, 3aTE€M IIOCMOTPEJIN Ha TPEThEero, U Ha UX
JInIIaX Ha MTTHOBEHNE II0SIBHUJIOCh 3aMEIIaTEeJIbCTBO:

— ME&I ero He 3HaeM.

910 OBIN0 cTpaHHoO. [0 Toro, Kak LI3sH JIuH yKa3asl Ha HET0, OHU [axKe He 3aMEeTUJIH, YTO C HUMHU
OBLTT He3HAKOMEI], CJIOBHO IOJICO3HATEIbHO UTHOPUPOBAIH €TO0.

OxpaHHUKHY, 110 yKa3auuio Cg0 [[IsHBI0OHS, TOATOIKHYIN Me4YOM YeJI0BeKa, OIYCTUBIIETO TOJIOBY:
— T'oBopu.

— Xa-xa-xa, — 4eJIOBEK BHE3AITHO 3aCMesICS XPUILIEIM ronocoM, — Hebeca Hucnocnanu Oymy,
BCTpeua ¢ OemcTBueM HendbexHa, BCIKOE HEITOBUHOBEHNE HaBIeYET Oeny.

OH NOBTOPSJI 9TH IIECTHAAIATh CJIOB CHOBa M CHOBA.

IIBOe mpyrux OTOABUHYIUCH OT HETO, C BEIpaXkKeHUeM CTpaxa Ha JIUIax:

— OH, mo/mXKHO OBITh, CyMacCIIeqIINi?

9TOT YenoBeK SIBHO ObLI He B ce0e, CIOBHO MapUOHETKA, yIIpaBisieMasi KeM-TO IPYTUM.
— Bairme BbicOYeCcTBO, OyObTE OCTOPOKHHI.

Iu Jle BcTan nepeq Li3sgH JIMHOM ¥ HacleOHLIM OpUHIIEM. He3aBUCHUMO OT TOTO, YTO 3TO 3a YEIOBEK,
OH He MO3BOJIUT MY IPUUYUHUTH UM BpE[.

11351 JIuH TOKe HUKOTHA He CTaJIKUBAJICS C MOMOOHBIM, C HEJJOYMEHUEM Pa3TIIIAbBas 00PMOYYIIIEro
MYyXKYUHY:

— MoxeT, OH CBsI3aH ¢ ceKTou Oymu? B TaKOM COCTOSHUYU C HUM HEBO3MOXKHO 00I1aThCcsi. MOXKeT,
CTOUT I103BaTh JieKaps YxkKaHa, YTOOR OH OCMOTPET ero?

OcHOBHas 4aCTh KapaBaHa yzKe OTCTYIIHJIa Ha HEKOTOPOe pPacCTOsIHUe. YBU[IEB, YTO HaClIeOHBIN
IIPUHI] He Bo3paxkaeT, OOUH 13 OXPaHHUKOB OTIIPABHUIICS 3a JIeKapeM.

HWwmnepatop YyHMUH, y3HaB 0 IIPOUCXOAAIIEM, I0CTIan eBHyXa LIgHd.
EBnyx lIgHb cHadana nokiaoHusics LI3saH JIMHY ¥ HaclleHOMY IIPUHITY:

— Ero BemMuecTBO IIOCHIaNI MEHS COO6H.[I/ITI: BaIlleMy BBEICOYECTBY, YTO, HE3aBHUCHMO OT TOI'0, CBA3aH



JIK 9TOT YEJIOBEK C CEKTOU CDYI.T.II/I WJIN HET, U KTO CTOUT 3a 3THUM, BEI JOJI2KHEI BCE BBISICHHTB. Eciu
HOTpeﬁyeTCH, I/IMHepaTOpCKai{ I'Bapaud roToBa IIOMOYb.

Cso IlIaHpIOHL KOMaHIOBAI apMUel, KOTopas Obllla paCKBapTHpPOBaHa B IpyroM MecTe. FiMmepaTop
YyHMUH DaBHO XOTeJ 0TOOpaTh Y HETO BOMCKA, II09TOMY He IIO3BOJIUJI €My OTKPBEITO Pa3MeIlaTh CBOUX
JIofied B CToNuIle. B myTeBo¥ gBOpeI] OH B35y ¢ CO00 TOJIBKO HOBEPEHHBIX TBAPAEUIIEB ¥ OTPSI/ IO
KOMaHIOBaHKWEM reHepana JIo.

[Tpuiny He TOJBKO JIeKaph YXKaH, HO U Apyrue nekapu. Jlekapp YxkaH 00bICHUI:
— 4 mogyman, 4TO OAWH MOTY He CIPaBUThCS, TI09TOMY IPUTIIACUI APYTUX JIeKapeu.

ITo IIYyTH OXPAaHHHUK KPATKO OIIKMCAJI COCTOSIHNE MYXKYHNHEI. YBupmes ero, JieKapu 00MEeHSIJIHCh
B3rjIdgaMy, IIOHKMaA, 4YTO CUTyallud HEIIPOoCTad.

— JIuH, KaK THI IOHSJI, YTO C 3TUM 4YeJIOBEKOM 4YTO-TO He Tak? — Cs0 [IIaHbI0Hb TUX0 cupocun Li3saH
JInna.

— MeHSsT HAaCTOPOKUIIO, YTO OH BCE BpPeMs MOJT4all ¥ OIycKas romoBy. Kpome Toro, ipyrue gBoe Bemu
ce0s1 Tak, CJIOBHO €0 He CyIiecTByeT. 2KUBOW 4eJI0BEK He [OJIKEH ObITh HaCTOJIBKO HE3aMeTeH.

— Tot mpaB, — Csio [II9HBIOHB TOO03Ba OXPAaHHUKOB, KOTOPEIE 3afepKalu 3TUX JTofeld. — YTo BHI
YBU[IEIH, KOTTla HAIlUTA UX?

— Barire BEICOYECTBO, MBI HAIIIJTH MX B KyCTaX ¥ Cpa3y 2Ke MPUBEINH Ciofa. MBI 0CMOTpPeNn
OKPECTHOCTH, ¥ 00JIbllle HUKOTO He OBIJIO.

OXpaHHI/IK cheJiajl I1ay3y, 3aTeM mo0aBHUIT:

— MEHI TaKKe 3aMeTHUIH HeYTO CTPAHHOE: B TOM MeCTe, TIe OHM HaXOOWINCh, He OBIIO KUBBIX
CYIIIECTB.

— He 0B1710 KUBHIX CyIIecTB? YTO 3TO 3HAUUT? — crpocun L3sH JIuH.

— OOBIYHO B TopaX, JaxKe eClIh He BUOHO 2KUBOTHEIX, BCEI'Ma MO2XKHO YCJIBIIIATh HACEKOMEBIX MIIN
YBUOETH UX HA JINCThAX. Ho tam, rge MBIl HaIllIx 3THUX JIIOAEH, He OBIITO HUKAKHUX 3BYKOB.

3T10 JIefICTBPITeHBHO OBII0 CTPAHHO. LI3sH JIuH, BprOCH.IPIfI B I'JIYIIIH, 3HAJI, YTO OXPaHHUK OIIKCAJl
HOPMAJIBHYIO CUTYyallHIO. Ecnu BOKPYT HET XKHUBLIX CYIIECTB, 7100 MX KTO-TO IIPpOTrHall, 100 TaM eCTh
4YTO-TO, YTO HX IIyTraerT.

Jlekaps YKaH U Ipyrue JeKapu, OCMOTPEB MYXKUYUHY, IPUIIIU K IPEeJBAPUTEILHOMY BHIBOLY:

— Baiire BEICOYECTBO, 3TOT YeJIOBEK, BEPOSITHO, IPUHSII IIperapaT, BIUSIOMNN Ha co3HaHue. Ero
KOHTPOJIUPYIOT.

YcnmiaB ato, LI3sH JIMH HEBOIBHO BOCKIIMKHYII:

— Kak LI3an foxya?
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