A IllaH mopomunta 6KXKe ¥ CIIPOCHUIIA, TOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO pe0EHOK et HeaHakoM. OHa 3Hajla UMeHa
OOJIBIIMHCTBA [eTel B IepeBHe, HO 9TOTO MaJIbUMKa OHa HE MOTJIA BCIIOMHHTh.

Pebenok IIOCMOTPEII Ha HEeE, eTo B3TJsy OBl p06KI/IM. OH He 0TBETHUI, a TOJIbKO YKa3aJl Ha CePegnHy
PEeKHu. A Ilan nocienosana ero B3rjidny U YBUOeId MaJIEHBKOT' O ATHEHKA, JleXkKalllero Ha 3aMép31HefI
IIOBEPXHOCTH PEKH, ONHA M3 €TI0 HOT"' 3aCTPsAJIia B TPDECHYBIIEM JIBAY.

JIuno A IlaH TyT XKe BEIPa3UJIO TPEBOTY.

B 9T0 BpeMs XKUTeIM JepEeBHU yKe BEPHYIUCh TOMOM C MOJieH, ¥ MOGIM30CTH He OBIII0 HUKOTO, KTO
Mor Obl TOMOYb. Bups, 4To 1€ 1o ATHEHKOM BOT-BOT IIOJIHOCTHIO packoinetcs, A IllaH, He
pasmyMeIBasi, Opocuia cBoo 0aMOYKOBYIO KOP3UHY U IIOIIIA II0 JIbAY.

HepaBHo 3aMépaIas peka He OblJla JOCTAaTOYHO KpenKoi. CeaB BCEro HECKOJIBKO IITaroB, OHA
yCIbIIIana TPecK baa mox HoraMu. E€ ceppile 3aburock OGbICTpee, ¥ OHA yCKopuia mard. Korga oxa
yKe MOYTH OOTSHYJach 10 ATHEHKA, JIE ITOJl HOraM{ BHEe3aIlHo TpecHY. OHa MHCTUHKTHBHO KPEIKO
o0HsIa ATHEHKA, 0XKKasi, YTO B CIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKYHY YIIafET B X0JIOAHYIO Bogy. OmHAKO BMECTO
3TOr0 OHa OKa3aJlaCh B MATKUX OOBITHSIX.

KeHIIIMHA B 3€JIEHOM OfeSTHUM IIOJIXBATH/Ia €€ BMECTE C ITHEHKOM U IIepeHecsia Ha Oeper.
OnymenHas Ha 3eMiio A Illan Obita BCé emmé B moke. OHa IOMpaBuia CBOM PACTPEIAHHBIE BOJIOCH U
no6yarogapuia XeHmuHy. 2KeHIIrHa, HOCUBIIAS LIS, 3aKPHIBAIOIIYIO JIUIIO, JIUIIb CJIeTKa
KMUBHYIa U coOpanack yiuTtH. A [Ilan 6bICTPO OCTAHOBUIIA €€.

— IeBymika! — A Illan crnerka cxkasa r'y0Obl, CJIOBHO K0Jie6y1sch. — He MOriu OBl BB TOMOKAATh MEHS
37ech?

A Illan mo6exkaa JOMOM, TOCKOIb3HYBIIMCH Ha MOKPOM CHETY U TIoIlaparnaB pykKy. He oGparmas
BHUMAHMUS Ha paHy, OHa CXBATHJIA YTO-TO U3 IOMa U IOCIeNIniIa 00paTHO K peKe.

VBumes, 4TO XKEHIIHHA B 3eJIEHOM elllé 3[eCh, OHA 00JIETYEHHO B3OOXHYIIA. HOHpaBI/IB ogexnay, OHa
IIOAOIIa Y IMTPOTAHYJIA IIJIATOK:

— JleByIKa, 3TOT IJIATOK 5 BHIIINMIIA caMa. Bo3M0oXHO, OH HeMHOro rpy6oBar... — OHa MOPTHYIIA,
CMylIaschk. — Y MeHsl HeT Hu4uero 6oee 11eHHOro... [ToXkanyiicra, He oTBepraiTe ero. Cracu6o 3a
BAIIly IIOMOIIb.

2KeHmuHa B 3eJIEHOM B3TJISIHYJIa BHU3, CHAYajla 3aMEeTUB IlapanuHy Ha pyke A IllaH, a 3aTeM
3eJIEHBIN IIJIATOK, KOTOPHIHM OBIST TOTO Ke IIBETA, UTO U €€ ofexkma. Ha yriy miaTka Oblia BRIIIUTA
Oemasi MarHOIUs, Ha KOTOPOM OBITM KaIlJIi KPOBH.

A IlTan 3TOTO HE 3aMeTHIIA, IepKa IIJIaTOK C IOKOPHOCTHIO. BUIST €€ HACTOMYMBOCTD, XKEHIIMHA B3s71a
IIJTaTOK. B 3TOT MOMEHT mo3agu HUX pa3faiiCh IECHU BO3BPAIIAIONIAXCS C IMOJIEM KPECThSIH.

[Tecuu GObiiu OecCBsI3HBIMU. 2KeHIIMHA B 3€JIEHOM MTOBepHYIach, a A IllaH ynbOHYyIaCh:

— JleByIKa, B He IIOHUMAETE, O YEM OHU IIOIOT?



— Ha camowm pene s Toxke He nmoHuMalo. — A IllaH mompaBuia BOJIOCH Y BUCKA, €€ B3TJISA[ CTall
Msrye. — 4 3mech yKe IMOYTH IO, HO TaK U He pa3oOpanack. CHavasa MHe OBIIO JTI0O0IBITHO, HO CO
BPEMEHEM S MOHsIIa, YTO, BOBMOXKHO, ¥ HE HYXKHO IMMOHUMAaTh. KaXX bl IeHb 5 BUXKY, KaK OHU
TPYOSATCS B IIOJIE, YXOMs Ha paccBeTe M BO3BpaIllasCh Ha 3aKaTe, HalleBas CBOU Mejloguu. [lyMaio, 9T0
¥ €CTb TO, O YEM TOBOPHUTCS B KHUTAX: MHOTTA MOJTYaHKUE CUJIbHEE CJIOB.

2KeHnmuHa B 3eJIEHOM, Ka3anoch, Ovlna ynuBieHa TeM, 4To A [llan genutcs 3TuM ¢ Hell. OHa
TIOBEPHYJIaCh ¥ BCTPETHUIa MATKYI0 yiEIOKY A IllaH, ocBemEéHHYI0 3aKaToM. E€ ria3a OblId CIIOBHO
Iar€Kue TOPHI, ClIeTKa 3aTyMaHEHHbIe, a YIR0Ka — KaK YTPeHHSSI Poca, OCBeKarouas myIy.

A llanH 3aMeTusa yAUBIIeHNE XKEHITUHEL U MTOCIEINIa 00bSICHUTD:

— [leBy1IKa, IPOCTUTE MeHSs... f TOBOPIO C BaMM O TAaKUX IMyCTSKax... — OHa cxkasa ryosl, poguHKa
Ha HOCY CJierKa CMOpIIUIach, CJIOBHO OHa Habpaiach cMenocTu. — [leByIIKa, BE MeHS 3HaeTe?

— 4 momHuto Bac. Korpa s BrepBhle O4UHYJIACh, BHl Obli psimoM. — A I1laH, BOCIIOTb30BaBUINCh CBOEM
CMEeTIOCThIO, TPOIOIXKuIa. — [10TOM 5 BUfesa Bac B lepeBHE HECKOIbKO pa3, ¥ B TOPOIe TOXKE...
Bo3MoxkHO, 3T0 MOM (haHTa3Wu, HO MHE KaXeTCs, UTO Bbl MeHS 3HaeTe... [leByllIKa, He MOTJIi Obl BBl
CKa3aTh MHe, KTO 4...

— He 3Haw0.

O ®s1 Bepuynacsk B [1aBunboH ['opHOro Py4bs, 4TOOH MOMOXKUTE O BHIIOTHEHHOM 3afaHud. Kak pa3
B 9TOT MoMeHT [Iu FOub ngpemarna. Korga oHa BoIlTa, ITOIHAS ¥ cOOIa3HUTEIbHAS XKEHIMHA XKeCTOM
IoTIpocHuyia e€ roBoputh Tule. Ly KOHD ekasna Ha KOJIeHSIX XKEeHIUHEI, elllé He TPOCHYBIINCE.

O ®sH B3TNISHYIA Ha MJIaTOK B PyKe U y&Ke cobupanach yUTH, Kak yciblmana ronoc Lu KOuHs.
— BepHyace.
— [Jla, rocroxa.

KO @31 nmoBepHYyIACh U MOYTUTEIBHO MOKJIOHUIACh. [l FOHb TeHUBO OMEpsIach Ha JIOKOTh, JaBast
TIOHSITh, YTO 3TO HE HYXKHO.

O ®3n pacckazana Ly FOHb 0 ToM, Kak A Illan puckoBaia, criacas ssirHEHKa. Ly KOHb paccMmesinace:
— Ia, 3TO OX0XKe Ha Ty KEHIIUHY.

[Mepen yxogom KO ®an mpoTtsuyna Lu FOub 3enénnit mnaTok. [lu KOHL He B3sina ero, NUIIh B3TISHYIa
Ha IO0SIC XXKEeHIIUHBI PAOM, T'ie BUCEJ U3SITHO BEIIIUTHIE MEIIOYeK.

— Ecnu ona mopmapua Te6e, octaBb ero cebe. Tem Gonee y Hac TaKUX BeIlei MHOTO, HE TaK JIU?

Bce rosopunu, uro XKyans Ceiroasb 4 A IllaH X0poIIo IOAXOOAT OPYT OPYTY, HAafesiCh, YTO OJHAKIBI
OHM COYEeTalTCsI OPaKOM.

— 9rort rocronuH XKyaHs...



A IMlan 3ayM4YXuBO CMOTpPeEJIa Ha KUIIAINYIO Ha IIJINTE BOOY. }KyaHI: CrIroaHb OBITI 06pa30BaHHBIM,
BEXKIJIUBEIM U BCErga 3aboTuics o He. Ho oHa YYBCTBOBAJI4d, YTO MEXOYy HUMHU YETr0-TO HE XBATAET.

— Yero xe He XBaTaeT?

Bopa Ha nmTe 3akunena, u3nasas Oyiabkatomue 3ByKU. A IllaH nIpoTsHyIa PyKy, YTOOB CHATh
YalHUK, HO 000KTJla KOHYUKHY [1a/IbLEeB.

— Oi1! — Ona HeBOJIbHO CMOPLIUTIACSH, IPUXKUMAa [alblbl K yXY.

Ho 3T0 BpeMeHHOe CPeCTBO He IIOMOTJI0. TpH Iaiblia Ha IPaBOi PyKe TOKPACHENH, U, BEPOSITHO,
CKOPO HAa HUX MOSIBSITCS BOJIIBIPH.

— YT0 Xe menark...

XoTsa 000XKKEHHEIe Halblbl cuiibHO Oojenu, A Illan Gosble Bcero 6eCIoOKOUIach 0 TOM, UTO M3-3a
3TOT'0 OHA MOXKET HE YCIIeTh 3aKOHYUThH BHIIIUBKY.

Ona nopgHecna 000KKEHHBIE TAJBIEL K Ty0aM, OCTOPOXKHO Ay Ha HUX. TEIIbIHM Tap CMeIIuBalcs C
3UMHHUM XOJIOOOM, ITpeBpalasch B 6emsie Kiyosl. OHa 3afyMYHBO CMOTpeIIa Ha HUX ¥ BAPYT IOHSIIA,
yTO Mexkay Hel u 2KyaHb ChlloaHEM He XBaTaji0 TOI'0 CaMOT0 YYBCTBa BITIOOJIEHHOCTH.

B KHHUTrax TOBOPHUIOCH, YTO KOTMla MyK4YMHA U XKeHIMHa BII00JIEHb, OHU TOCKYIOT APYT 110 APYTY,
MeuTaloT ¥ CKydaioT. Ho Mexny Hel u XKyaHnb CrltoaneM 3T0ro He Obito. 1o KpaliHeil Mepe, ¢ e€
CTOPOHHI.

Ecnu OBITH 4eCTHOM, OHa [laXke UCIHITHIBajIa CTpaHHOe conpoTuBeHue K XKyans CritoaHio. Korga on
HaMepPeHHO UM CIydaliHo Kacascd e€, A IllaH Bcerma 4yBCTBOBala OTBpAlleHNe U HENPUSI3Hb. ITO
OBLIO TOYTH MHCTUHKTHUBHO, OHA He JIto0ua, faxe 60s1ach 3TOT0 YyBCTBA.

— Kakas xe g cTpaHHad... — CupsaTas pyku 3a na3yxy, A llax onycrtuna rina3a. — [louemy Ttak?
— Me-e-e...

Co mBopa MOHECCS TOHKHUIM TOJIOCOK STHEHKA. A IllaH ouHYy/ach OT MBIC/IEN ¥ BCTasa, 3Hasl, YTO 3TO
IIPUILETT TOT CaMblli pe6GEHOK.

— CecTtpruka BaHbHSH.

Pe0GEHOK 3BOHKO 1103BaJl €€, ero KpyrJjioe JIWI0 IIOKpacHeso oT xojofa. A Illan nmocnemusnia
IPUTIACUTh €T0 B IOM, a OH, KUBHYB, He 3a0bIT B3SITh C COO0M STHEHKA.

— CecTtpruka BaHbHSH, TH TOTOBUIIIL?

YBueB KUMSIyo Ha IIJIKUTe Bogy, pe0eHOK pobko cupocui. A [llaH TyT XkKe CHSJla YaWHUK U HaJlua
€My TOpsSTYelt BOJIHL.

— Corpeii pyku. — A Illag ¢ Xa0CThI0 TIOCMOTpeJia Ha €0 TOKPacHeBIKe PYKU. Buas, 4To oH He
X04eT OTIyCKaTh ATHEHKA, OHa caMa B3sJa ero. — f momepxky ero 3a Tebs.

— Cmacubo0, cecTpuyka BaHbHSH.

PeGEHOK Ha3bIBaJl €€ «CECTPUYKOW», YTO HeMHOT0 cMyiaso A Illan. OHa He TOMHMIa CBOETO
BO3pacTa, HO YyBCTBOBAJa, YTO yKe aBHO HE TOTO BO3pacTa, UTOOH MajieHbKHE [NEeTH Ha3hIBalld eé



TakK.

— [Touemy THI Ha3bIBaelllb MEHS CECTPUYKOU? Pa3Be g He crapiue gpyrux cectpudek? — OHa
ofIipa3HUIIa ero, X0Ts IIOHUMasa, YTO «CeCTPUYKa» — 3TO KOMIUIMMEHT, ¥ TallHO pajoBaach.

PeGEHOK cremnan rmoToK ropssyed BOIb M MSTKO OTBETHIT:

— Mos MaMa cKa3aJlla, 4YTO CecTpru4yKa BaHbHSH elll€ He BHIIIIA 3aMyXK, @ He3aMyKHUX Ha3hIBaIOT
CeCTPUYKAMHU.

A [Tan moprayna. OHa 3Hasa MaTh peOEHKa, KEHIIUHY, KUBYIIYIO Ha 3allaflHONM OKpauHe JepeBHHU.
Ona Oblyia BOOBOM, MYy2K KOTOpOM moru0 ABa rofa Ha3af, padoTas B 1oje. Tenepb OHU C CEIHOM KUJIA
BOBOEM. JKeHIHa OblJla CKDOMHOM ¥ TI0CJIe CMEPTH MyzKa IOYTH He o0Ilanach ¢ cocegamu. MMeHHO
no3ToMy A IllaH He y3Hana peOEHKa.
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