— CBIH MO, XKH3Hb BazKHEe BCEro, eCIIM Thl Ceryac OTPEYEIIbCs OT MPEeCcToa, Thl CMOXKEIIb CTaTh
IIOYETHHIM UMIIEPATOPOM, ¥ IIOJ MaBJIeHWEM CHIHOBHETO [0Jjira OH He ITOCMeeT CHesaTh Tebe 4To-TO
ms10xoe. Ho ecnu TeI HE OTpeYelbCes, MaTh... 3aBTpa IOJIYUYUT U3BECTUE O TBOEU BHE3allHOU CMepTH!

Pyku uMmiepaTopa ApozxKaiu, KaK B TUXOPagKe.
— Heropgii... Herongsu... Herogsai... — Heropsii!
VimmepaTpuiia-MaTh, HEYKJII0KE BHITUPAs CIIIOHIO C JIMIla UMIIepaTopa, IPOoAoJiKaa yroBapuBaTh:

— CBIH MOH, TIOCJTyIlIali MaTh. Bl BCerya roBOPUTE, YTO YMHBIM 4eJI0OBEK IIpHUCIocabnuBaeTCs K
obctogrenscTBaM. OTpedeHue B M0Ib3y Brnageikul LI36IB3H — 9TO HE II030D.

— TIo.

Pa303uBIINCE 10 Ipefesia, UMIIEPATOP BHIIIIOHYI TEMHYI0 KPOBB, 3a0phI3TraB JIUI0 UMIIEPaTPULIbI-
MaTepH.

HMmepaTpulla-MaTh IeHCTBUTEIbHO HCKPEHHE JII00MIIa CBOETO ChIHA, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO [OJIr0e
BpeMs XKUJla B POCKOIIX U HE UCILITHIBATA TAKUX YHUKEHWH, OHA HE CTalla yIIpeKaTh UMIIEpaTopa.

CrnoxKo#HO BHITEPJIA KPOBH C JIMIIA IIJIaTKOM U IIPOAOJIKUIIa YyTOBapHUBaTh:

— OcTanock HeCKOIBKO AHEeH, ONUHHAAUATHIM IPUHL BEPHETCS, CHIH MOU, ITI0AyMail XOPOIIEHbKO,
XOYelllb JIX THl OBITh MEPTBBIM UJIH KUBBIM.

I7s uMIlepaTopa OTpedYeHue OT IIpecTosia ObIJI0 IIOYTH PAaBHOCUIBHO CMePTH. MIepaTop yIpsiMo He
COTJIAINAJICS, ¥ UMIIepaTPUIla-MaTh HUYETO He MOTJIa ClelaTh, TOJIBLKO Hafesnach, 4To LI3ssH CHHCIO
OKaXKeTCsI CHIHOM, 3a00TSIIMMCS O CBOEH pelyTalluy, ¥ He IPUYUHUT Bpefa CBOEMY OTIIY.

[TepBbIil IPUHII, TOOAABIINCE MOJIbOAM CBOMX KpacaBHIl, IIOTyMaJl, YTO eCJIM OH YMPET, 3T HeXKHbIe
I[BETHI CTAHYT BAOBAMH, ¥ €T0 MO3UIIKS HEMHOT'0 CMSTYMIIACE.

OH He 6bl1 06pa30BaHHBIM YE€JI0BEKOM 1 He MOT COUMHATH U3LICKAHHBIE TEKCTHI, HO y HETO ObIa
TalaHT/INBAS XKEHIIWHA, KOTOPYIO OH COOJIa3HUII CBOEM UTPOM Ha (yieliTe. YCIHIIIaB, YTO OH I'OTOB
YCTYIIUTh, OHA 00paoBasachk ¥ OLICTPO HAIKCAsa [OJIsS HET0 TEeKCT: «f He CUJIeH B TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX
menax v He o01afaio CIIoCOOHOCTHIO HAXOAUTh M MCIIOJIb30BATh TalaHTH], 60I0Ch, HE CMOTY HECTH
OTBETCTBEHHOCThH 3a yIIpaBJieHHe CTpaHou. Mol oguHHaALaTHY OpaT, 001agaioumi MyIpoCThIO |
CIIOCOOHOCTHIO YIIPABIISATh, HE YCTYNAeT APEBHUM MyOpelaM. f, HeqOCTONHLIH, TT03BOJIHII
IparoleHHOCTH MOKPHITHCS IBIIBI0, HO O1arofaps NpeaynpeXaeHusIM MUHUCTPOB, CETOTHS 5
IIOJTHOCTBIO 0CO3HAJI CBOO OLIMOKY U JOOPOBOIBHO POITy HaKa3aHUs, IIepefaBas roCyoapCTBeHHbIE
merna OMMHHAAIIATOMY IIPUHIY — MYK, BEIyYH 3TO ObICTPO!!!»

[TepBri#t npuHI BEIOpocus 6ymary. OH BCIO HOYb Pa3MBIIIISIT U PEIINUIT COTIPOTUBIISITHCS.

Bopyr... BOIPYT OH BeIUTpaeT? Benb ecny OH CHACTCs, OOMHHAAATHI IPUHI] He OyOeT emMy
6maromapeH. PUCKHYTb — ¥ BEJIOCUIIE]] CTAHET MOTOLMKIIOM, ITIONPOO0BATh — U [IZKUII IPEBPATUTCS B
MapTuHU!

Hy, noka 6ymem mepzaThCs!

Ha CJ'IeJIy'IOH.II/Iﬂ OEHb HepBBIfI IIPUHII C GHGI[HHM JINIIOM ¥ TEMHBIMU KPyT'aMU I10[ I''la3aMHU
OTIIPABHUJICA HAd ayOUEHIIHUIO.



[To IyTH OH yCIIOKauBasl Ce0sT CII0KHBIME MBICTISIMHU: fazKe eCJIM MPOUTPato, ObITh ITPa3THEIM IPUHIIEM
— 3T0 TOXKe Hem1oxo! Pockomrs u 60raTcTBO 00ecreyeHt!, 60Jblle He HY2KHO paboTaTh C OEBATHU 0
IEeBSITH, KaXKIBIM JeHb MOXKHO ITPOBOOUTH C KPACaBUIIAMHU, TOBOPHUTH O JIIOOBY, COUMHSITH CTUXU U
TIOKa3bIBATh CBOM TAJIAHTHI, ¥ TOJIIIHI IATEPATOPOB OYAYT BOCXBA/ISITh €T'0 TEHUATIBHOCTE, 9TO Ky/a
Jydlie, 4eM XKU3Hb [0 IepeHoCca.

[Ipupsd Ha aymueHLNIO, IEPBBIM IPUHI] CEl U KaJsl, I0Ka, HaKOHeIl, He 0CO3HaJl, YTO 3aJjI IIyCT.
[IepBbIM IPUHL:

—..7?7?

I'me Mmou MUHUCTPHI? { OCTaBUI UX 3[€Ch, MHOT'O, MHOTO, LIEIyI0 Ky4y MUHUCTPOB!

[TepBhIM MPUHI CIIPOCUN €BHYXA:

— Koroperiii gac?

EBHyX oTBeTUIL:

— Vxe meBaTHI Yac.

JINIT0 IEPBOTO IPUHIIA MO3€EIEeHENO.

IeBATHIN Yac, ayTIUeHINS yKe J0IKHaA Obl/la 3aKOHUYUTHCS!

Ero MHOrO4YHCIEeHHbIE MUHUCTPHI, CTOS MO MM COJTHIIEM B AECSATHU JIM OT TOPOACKUX BOPOT,
BECh [IeHb BBIXKMMAJIA CBOM MOKpPBIE OT ITOTA OfeKIbl, KakK OYITO TOJIBKO YTO BHIIIIU U3 BOOL. OmuH
Y3 HUX IOOHSAJ royioBy U yBuen LI3sH CuHCIO, BeAyllero BOMCKa, U Cpa3y 0XKUBUJICH:

— ...AX, Bale BLICOUECTBO~ Brl HakoHel] BepHynuck! Balle BEICOUECTBO~ ~~
3By4aso Jaxe clalllaBee, YeM KOrfia OH 3Bajl CBOIO KEHY.
YcmpiaB 3TO, OCTANIbHBEIE TOXKE YBUIENH ero, OLICTPO MOMOIIIH U, YIIaB Ha KOJNEHU, Havyalu JIbCTUTh:

— [IpuBeTcTBYy€eM Ballle BbICOYECTBO! MEI IPUIINTK BCTPETUTD BaC, YTOOH! BB BEPHYJIUCh~
yIpaBisATb~ CTPaHOU~!

351 CuHclo:

— ...Iloxany#icTa, BcTaHbTe, ORICTPO BCTAHbTE. ITO OEUCTBUTENILHO HEe HYKHO, ITpaBaa He HyKHO.
M=ue He 110 cebe.

Takum 06pa3oM, MOCTIeNHSS ayAXeHINs IIeEPBOTO IIPUHIA CTajla eTo IOCIefHeN.
AynveHuus: 3TO IPOCTO 3amMedaTesibHo!!!

ViMmepaTop He OXKU[aJ, YTO IIePBHIM IPUHI] 0KAXKEeTCSI TAaKUM OeCII0JIe3HBIM.

OH Hapescs, 4To OHM OyayT 60POTHCS, HO, TOX0XKe, MPUOETCS eWCTBOBAThH CAMOMY.
HWwmmnepatop:

— Kxe-kxe, Ma... Ma Curyi...



Ma Cury# 6bICTPO ITOAOIIEN U OMYyCTUJICA Ha KOJIEHU ¥ KPOBaTH:
— l'ocymaps, 4TO mpuKaxeTe?
— [Tougu... Kxe-Kxe... IO30BH... I030BU [paroueHHyo cynpyry Ciou...

HmnepaTop ¢ TPyOOM BEIOABIUBAJ CII0BA, CJIOBHO XKeJjlasi OTKYCUTD ce0e S3bIK, YTOOB He OBITh TAKUM
0eCIIOMOIIHEIM.

Ma Cury# 6bICTPO IIpUBE AparoleHHyio cynpyry Ciol, 1 uMnepaTop, I'/Isiad Ha Hee, UCIIBITHIBAI
CMelllaHHBIE YYBCTBA, HEKHOCTh U 0OUTY:

— JTio0uMas HaIOXKHUIIA. ..
[IparouenHas cynpyra Coii, ¢ MATKUM CepALieM, CKa3asa:
— l'ocymapb~ He 60iicsi, TH IOTIPABUILILCS!

TonpKo oHa UCKpeHHe mobumna ero! ITocme ero HHCY/IbTa HANIOKHUIIE CHAYaIa KaXIbIi TeHb
yXaXkK¥UBaJlu 3a HUM, HEXKHO U KOKETJIMBO Ha3bklBas ero rocygapeM, HO KOra Bpadyu CKa3ajld, YTO OH
Oobllle He BHI3TIOPOBEET, IOUTH HUKTO He IIPUXOIUT K HEMY, TOIbKO oHa! OHa Oblyla BEpHA C CaMOT0
Hayvasa!

VimmepaTop OB TPOHYT UCKPEHHOCTHIO AparolleHHon cynpyru Ciol u, 3aMHasiCh, BbICKa3asl CBOO
IPOCHOYy —

OH xoTe, 4ToOH OHa yrpozKaja cBoel xku3Hbio [[3s5H CuHCI0, YTOOB OH OCTaBaJICS IIPOCTO
OIVHHAIATHIM IIPUHIIEM.

I paroneHHas cynpyra Crou:

— ...Ilpomry mpoineHus, HO, TOX0XKe, HHCYIbT MUIIUT Te0s pa3yMa.

— JIro6bruMast HamoXKHUIA?

IparomenHas cynpyra Cio# ¢ 03a604eHHBIM BUIOM CKa3aja:

— l'ocymape, omMHHAALATHIM IPUHIL JeHCTBUTENIBHO MTOYTUTENIEH KO MHE, HO 9TO K€ TPOH...
HWwmmnepatop:

— T®l Bepib... paHbllle CAyllajaach MeHs, KOTfia... OTIIPaBJIsAiach Ha TPaHUILY.
I paronennas cynpyra Ciou: Tedy!

IparomenHas cynpyra Cio# ¢ m000BbI0 IIOCMOTPENIa Ha UMITepaTopa:

— Bce, uTo moXkenaeT rocynaps, s caenal BCe BO3MOKHOE.

OpHako COOBITHS IOWINTK HE TaK, KaK 0XKHUIaJl UMIIepPaTop.

OnuHHAAIATHY IPUHIL He TTOAAJICS YyIpo3aM aparoneHHou cynpyru Ciol u He 0TKa3ascs OT TPOHa,
a, Ha00OPOT, MPUTPO3UII €M, YTO eCid OHa OymeT BecTH ce0st CIIOKOMHO, TO IOTYYHUT TUTYII
MMIIePATPUILI-MATEPH, @ €CJIU HET, TO OTIIPABUTCS OXPAHSTh TPOOHUITY MIPEIbIOYLIET0 UMIIepaTopa.



HWwmmnepatop:

— Heropgsii!

OH npeKpacHO MOHSJ, YTO ero y2Ke Ha3blBaloT IPEebIAyIIuM UMIIepaTopoM!
BoT 5T0 HACTOSIINH CHIH.

JTrobuMast HaIOXKHHUIIA yIIajia B ero 00bsITHS, IIIava:

— Tl'ocymaps, s 6Gecrosne3Ha!

WmMmepaTop meicTBUTENbHO ObIT HEMHOTO pa3gpaxkeH Ha Hee, I0YeMy OHa He BOCITMTAsIa
OOWHHA[IIATOT0 IPUHIA MOCTYIIHEIM? Torga Obl OH He 0KA3aJICsi B CUTYAI[UH, KOTJIa eMy IPUXOOUTCS
OTPEKaThCS OT MPECTOa.

Iaxe BUAs, KakK KpacaBulla PhIJaeT, OH CYUTal ee OECIoIe3HOM, TONHKO MPUYUHSAIOUEN eMy
0eCIIOKONCTBO.

...Ho, XOT$1 OHa u TJIyTa, B Hel OBITIO TO, Yero He OBIIO0 y APyruX. ITO Obl/Ia ee MPefaHHOCTh EMY.
— Bmpouewm... 9TO He TBOS BHHA.

OH ykasan gparoieHHou cynpyre Croi KomnaTs.

— Komnartse... roe?!

IparomeHHas cynpyra Cioll IIOCNIyIIHO CIIPOCHIIA, B AyIlle Pyras ero ¢ HOT [0 I'OJIOBHL.

Komats? Konats?! Trl X04elns, 4ToOH 5, cnabas xKeHIIMHa, Konana?! [Touemy 6bl Tebe He TOIPOCUTH
MEeHS IIoJIeTeTh Ha Hebo?

— Tperuii... Tam... Tam! BricTpee... OvicTpee!
ViMmepaTop Ha4asl TOPOIUTh, AyMasi, YTO HETONSH MOXKET IPUUTH B JTI0O0M MOMEHT.
[IparouenHas cynpyra Croii, IOKOPHO B35B IIOACBEYHUK, Hayaja KONaTh.

3a BpeMs, [T0Ka ropeJia OfiHa 1ajloyKa 671ar0BOHUM, UMIIEPATOp CIPOCHII CEMb MJIX BOCEMb Pas,
rOTOBa JIM OHA, U AparouneHHas cynpyra Cio#, BEIKOIaB IOYTH Ha QyT, XoTesa OPOCUTL KUPIIUY eMY B
JIUTIO.

4 npoxuna TpUALATH JIET, U HUKOTJa He UCIBIThIBajla TaKOTro YHUKeHUs1! Thl IOCMOTPU Ha MOU
HeXHBIe PYKH, pa3Be OHU IJISI TOT0, YTOOH KomaTh? Cobaunii MyK4yuHa!

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs OHA HAKOHEI[ Hallljla 2KeJITHE cBepTOK. Clenyst yKa3aHUsSIM UMIIEPaTopa,
OHA OTKPHI/IA €T0 U YBUMIeNla UMIIEPATOPCKYIO [TeYarTh.

HWwmMmnepatop:

— Jlro6uMast HaJmOXKHUIIA, TH JOJIXKHA... [JOI2KHA COXPAHUTh 3Ty Ie4aTh, HU B KOEM CJTy4ae... HU B
KOeM Cjly4yae He I03BOJISIM Herofsi HauTu ee!

[IparouenHas cynpyra Croiu:



— Ho BOKpyT BCe ero oAy, Kak s CMOT'Yy BBIHECTU I1e4aTh?
Barnsapg umnepartopa ynan Ha OOHY U3 MHTUMHBIX 4acTed Tejla AparoueHHou cynpyru Crou.
I paroneHHas cynpyra Crou:

— ...Yept! 3Bepsn! [TocmoTpu BHUMaTenbHO! [ToXKanyicTa, IOCMOTPU, KAKOr'0 pa3Mepa 3Ta
MMIlepaTopcKas nevyath! 3acyHyTh Tyma? T OeHCTBUTEILHO ITEPEOIeHUBAEIIbL MEHS, T0YeMY Obl
Tebe caMOMy ee He IIPOTJIOTUTH?!

IparomenHas cynpyra Ciol, onpaBuB HCKaXKeHHOE BhIpazKeHue JIlla, IIOgHsIa ITedaThb, U3SIIHO
IIOKJIOHUJIACH, C HEXXHEIM B3TJIANOM U MATKUM I'OJIOCOM CKa3aa:

— Bbrnarogapio rocynaps 3a noBepue. 4 06s3aTenbHO NepefaM ee ONWHHAAIIATOMY IIPUHIY B LIEJIOCTH
1 COXPAaHHOCTH.

HMnepaTop Ha MTHOBEHUE He IIOBEPHUJI CBOUM YIIaM.

JIuiio mMIepaTopa CMEHUIIOCh BCEMM OTTEHKaMU 3ejieHH, 6e10ro 1 (roJIeTOBOr0, OH CMOTPENT Ha
nparolieHHyio cynpyry Ciol ¢ HefloBepreM, THEBOM U 60JIbI0, TIHITASICh TOAHATHCS, €T0 TOPJIO0
M30aBasio XPUILIIEIE 3BYKU:

— Heropstika! Tel gyMaels... eClid celyac Inepeiels Ha ero CTOPOHY, OH caefiaeT Tels
uMIepaTpuliei-MaTepbio? !
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