Oka3sriBaeTcs, maxe Brmapgbika LI36IB3M MOXKET UCIBITHIBATH CTPAX.
3aTeM OH IOIHSI B3TJISAM Ha siCHOe Hebo.
ViMmepaTop MOYyBCTBOBAJ TPEBOTY, €T0 IIPaBOE BEKO Hayaso AEPraThCs.

OH IOCTIeXT YCIIOKOUTh ce6si: BCE B IOPSIKE, KOTa OH IIAaHUPOBAJT YHU3UTh CHIHA, OH CIIPAIIXBAl
He6o0, 1 He60 He BbIpa3uio rHeBa, 3HAUUT, 3TO HOMYCTUMO.

Bopyr B SICHBIN IeHb pa3falics TPOMKHM IpoxoT. ®uoIeToBO-4EPHEIE MOJIHUY C IPOXOTOM
yCTPEMUIIUCH C Hebec.

OHM pafioCTHO, C HETEPIIEHUEM, C SHTY31Ma3MOM, CJIOBHO IIpa3fgHysi, 00PYLUIUINCh BHUS.

[TepBBIN IPUHIIL:

— ... 9TOT TPOM...

Y meHs mpo6iaeMsl co ciyxoM? [ToueMy s CIIBIITY B 9TOM IpoMe 3BYKHU ITpa3mIHUYHBEIX OapadaHoB?!
355 CHHCIO TOXKe 3TO yCIbIIIa.

OH npoUrHOPUPOBAJI IEPBOTO NIPUHIA, TTIIAA Ha MOJIHUY, CJIeTKa KallIgHYI:

— Kxm.

ViMmepaTop MOKa He JOJIXKEeH yMepeTh, JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOH! OH OBIJT HAIlOJIOBUHY MEPTB.

OFpOMHbIe MOJIHHMHY BOAPYTI OCTaHOBUIIMCH B BO3IyX€E, a 3aTEM, BOIIPDEKK BCEM 3aKOHaAM IIPUPOIEI,
HEOXOTHO paCCesucCk.

Ocrasnachk U OfHa HeOOobIas MOIHUS, KOTOpas yaapuiaa B UMIepaTopa.

I/IMnepaTop PE3K0 BCKOYHII, IIBITAsACh YBEPHYTHCA, HO MOJIHUSA MI'HOBEHHO JOCTHUTIJIA €T0, HpOIZI[H oT
MaKYHIKX OO0 IIAT.

ViMmepaTop OIIeIOMIEHHO CMOTPEJT BIIEPE, eT0 TeJI0 OKYThIBAJ OEJIBbIN IBIM.

EMy Ka3ajoch, 4YTO OH CJIBIIIMT UCIyTaHHBIE U OTPSICEHHBIE Tonoca: «HebecHas Kapa... He6o
rHeBaeTcs... Bnagsika 1[3bBai... [IpemHayepTaHo cynbOoi.. . »

OH He mopiBeprueTcst HeOeCHOM Kape!

HmnepaTop X0Ten KPUKHYThH Ha HUX, OIIPOBEPTHYTh, TPOAEMOHCTPUPOBaTh «rHeB ChiHa Heba», HO OH
JIMIIb TIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK Iepeq rjaa3aMyu I0TEMHENO, ¥ TOTePsiyI CO3HaHUe.

L35t CHHCIO, Cy[is TTO BHIPAKeHHI0 Ha 00YTTIEHHOM JIMIle MMIIepaTopa, MOTafascs, 0 YéM TOT AyMall:
«...0 uéMm oH Bo0OIIIe? B 9TOM CUTyallMy HUKTO HE TOCMeeT TOBOPUTE NUIITHer0. Kpome mepBoro
IIPUHIIA, 9TOT0 AypakKa, ¥ MeHsI, BCe JPOKAT Ha KOJIEHIX».

WmMnepaTop Ol TOpakE€H MOIHUEH, HO He yMep. OH GBUT TSAXKeJI0 PaHeH U HaXO#uics 6e3 CO3HAHUSI.

WMmepaTpuiia-MaTh MOCIIEIIUIa B3STh YIIPaBIeHue B CBOM PYKHU, HO OHa He Oblyla TOM KEHIIUHOH,
KoTopas o0nasfana Ol rIIyOOKMMU 3HAHUSIMHU, CUIIBHBIM XapaKTePOM U IOJIUTUYECKOM



IIPOHUIIATEJIbHOCTRIO. Onac TPYOOM CIIPABJIAJIACh C Ae€jlaMHi, B OCHOBHOM COTJIalllasiChk C TEM, YTO
TOBOPUJIX MUHUCTPHI, HE UMES COOCTBEHHOTO MHEHMSI.

351 CUHCIO IIPOCMOTpeEII MoCjiefHrne HOBOCTH C 3aCedaHNd OBOPA U IIOKa4dall TOJIOBOM.

Te, KT0o 0O6aman 60/1bII0N BIaCThio, HO He OBIIM 0COOEHHO IIpefaHbl UMIIEPATODPY, YKe Hadalu
IIPOABUTATh CBOMX JTIOJIEM Ha BHICOKHME TIOCTH — HE3aBUCUMO OT UX CIIOCOOHOCTEIH.

— BoT mouyemy s mo cux nop He youn ero, — 113ssH CHHCIO MTOIOXKHUJT IOKYMEHTHL Ha CTOJI U MOXKaJl
nnedyamMu. — Kak ceiyac: Kak TOJIBKO CTAJIO SICHO, YTO MMIIEPATOP MTOPaXKEH MOTHUEH, BCe PEIIHIIH,
YTO OH KOHYEH, ¥ TYT e II0JIe3/IU BCSIKKe TBapu. MMmepaTpuiia-MaTh He MOXKeT YAepKaTh [BOP,
HACJIETHUK MTPECTOJIa OTCYTCTBYET, IPUHIIE 3aHATH 00psO0H APyT ¢ ApyroM. Kak TyT MoXKeT GHITh
CTabOHIIBHOCTD?

[TaTeiit TpuHL [Y-XyaHI3bl] IOy THIT:
— MoxeT, Te0e CTOUT BEICTYIUTD Kak Brambika L3197
I3sgr CuHCIO 3aKaTH I'jla3a:

— Ko OymeT cnymaTs? MHe Bcero BoceMb JieT. CMOTPH, B UTOTE IIEPBLIM IPUHIIEM OyIOEeT YIIPaBIsTh
CTPaHOM.

B3pocieli IpuHL, CTaplliui, u... TIYIbIA.

[TaTHIM TPUHI MEOJIEHHO OYHUIIANT OpPex:

— OH Bcerpa ObUT HE CITUIIKOM YMEH, [IeHCTBOBAJl HEMHOTO...
OH BBIOpAJ MSATKOE BEIPAXKEHUE.

— Hy, npaMonuneiino. UMnepaTop paHee gepxaj MeHd [0 JOMAalllHUM apeCcToM, Telleph, Koraa OH
yIIpaBJIsSeT CTPAHOU, OH 00513aTENIbHO II0f] IIPEJJIOTOM «He MOXKET OCJIYIIaThCS BOJIM OTI[@a» OymeT
nepxkKaTb MeHS B3allepTH.

351 CHHCIO OCMOTPE MATOr0 IIPUHIA:
— 4 Buxy, OpaT, THI BIIOJTHE KOM(POPTHO KUBEIIb B CBOEM [IOMe, CTaJl flaXke IOJTHEe.

— Hy THI maémrb, — MATHIE TPUHI] PaCCMesJICS U OPOCUIT OUHINeHHEIH opex B [I3sH CuHCI0. — MOXKHO
JIX TaK TOBOPHUTH O cTapiieM OpaTe?

13511 CHHCIO ToMaJl OpPex U MOJIOXKUJI ero B poT. OH BCTasl, IIONPaBUI OfEXKAY U IIOKJIOHUJICS:

— ¢ Bo3BpamaCh B 9K3aMEeHALMOHHEIM JBOD, 3ar/ISHYJI HeHAONTy, YTOOE YOeOUThCS, YTO HUKTO U3
ciyr He cMeeT Tebs1 06uxKaTh. MHe ellé HyKHO ITPOH0JIZKATh TPOBEPSTH PAOOTHL.

VimmepaTop Obin 6€3 CO3HAHUS, HO Pe3yIbTaThl KAI310M BCE PABHO MOJIKHEI OBITH 0ObSIBIICHHI.
CBUOETENHCTBOM CITYKUIH YePHUIbHEIE 00€3bSTHKY, U TTOCTIe HeOOIbIIOTO NaBIeHUS Ha
UMIEPATPHUIly-MaTh OHa U3[ajla YKa3, 4YTO C 9TUM 9K3aMEHOM BCE B IMOPSIOKE, ¥ PE3yNIbTaTH OyOyT
00BsIBIEHEI KaK 0OBIYHO.

Takum 00pa3oM, yCUIUs CTYOEHTOB He IIPOnagyT JapoM.



— Wpu, mycThb B foMe IPUTOTOBAT TeOe MuTaTenbHylo eny. He Gecrnokorics 060 MHE, TH ¥ MaTh €IIIE
He TIO0TEPSITIA CBOETO IOJI0KEHNUS.

[Tsatei npuHI, Korga L3sa CuHCIO yKe coOMpaiCs OTKPHITE ABePb, BOPYT CKa3a:
— IyTku myTKaMu, HO s AyMalo, UMIIEPaTopy BCE-TAKU HYKHO 0YHYThCA. Kak mymaernn?

L3575 CHHCIO OCTAHOBHUJICS y ABEPU. BCIIOMHUB HENABHIOI CAMOYBEPEHHOCTH ITEPBOT0 IIPUHIIA, €TI0
6e3yMHOe yCTpaHEHWEe CONIEPHUKOB, OH YITBIOHYICS.

— HMMmepaTop KPemKoro 3[0POBhs, yaaya Ha ero CTOPOHE.

Ha TpuHapamaThii feHb IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK UMIIePaTop IMOTEPSII CO3HaHKe, ObIIU 00 bSIBIIEHE
pe3ynbTaThl Ka13ioM, 1 baiinu 2KaHb — TOT caMblli, KTO IIEPBHIM PEIINI 3aflavy, BHIBELIEHHYIO LI35H
CuHcIo y BX0Ja Ha 9K3aMeH, — CTaJl YXKyaHbloaHEeM [4KyaHbIOaHb].

Ha ueThIpHAAIATEIM JE€Hb IIOCIIe TOTO, KaK UMIIEPATOp IOTEPs CO3HAHUE, TI0 IIPUKa3y IEePBOT0
IIPUHIIA BCE TIOMMAaHHBEIE HA CIIUCHIBAHUY 9K3aMeHyeMble OBIIM OTIIPABJIEHB! Ha TPAHUITY [OSHII3SIH]
71T TSIKENBIX PaboT.

9K3aMeHyeMHe ObIIM B OTYaSTHUM. JIKIIb OIOVH, PaHEe TIOfTaBJIEHHBIM, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO €ro OTIIPABIIAIOT
Ha I'PaHuIly, BOPYT OXKHWJI, BCKOYHUJI, KdK p1>16a W3 BOOHI, U B €r0 I'/la3aX 3aropejiCd OroHb HageXKIbI:

— Ha rpanuny! ¥ meHs ects masc ctaTh mmnuorom! OTen, maTh! 2KaouTe MeHs, s BEPHYCh CJTaBHBIM!

Ha mBaguaTtelil JeHb IIOCTIE TOTO, KaK MMIIEPaTOp NOTEPsI CO3HaHNE, y KEHHI ITOr0 IpUHIa
oOHapyxunu 0epeMeHHOCTh. 2KeHa naToro npuHiia Ovlia TOM caMol, K KOTOPOU IepPBhIM IPUHI]
IIPUKJIABIBAII CTOJIBKO YCUJIMM, HO OHA OCTaBaslaCh HelIPeKJIOHHOU. Korga oH y3Hasl, 4To OHa BHILLIA
3aMyX 3a [ATOro IPUHIIA, KaJleKy, OH 4yTh He II0Ceell OT 3JI0CTH.

[TepBbI# TPUHI] BHUMATEILHO IIOCMOTPENT U MTOHSJI, YTO 3TOT JOMAIITHUYN apecT HUYero He 3HAYuT,
OMMHHAMALATHIY TPHUHI] BXOOUI ¥ BEIXOAUII, UTHOPUPYS 3ampeT. Toraa, mog IpenioroM «CTPOTroro
coOoIeHrs BOIU OTIa», OH 3ampeTui L3sH CHHCIO ocemaTh ISTOTo MPUHIIA.

Ha mBapmiaTh BOCEMOM [IEHb IIOCJIE TOT0, KaK MMIIEPATOP IOTePs co3HaHue... O, HeT, He OBIIO0
ABafLaTh BOCHMOIO JHS, UMIIEPaTOP OYHYJICH.

Kak Tak? Ero xke ynmapuna monaus! Y B ronosy!

CTOpOHHUKY IIEPBOT0 MPHHIIA ObIIM B TAHUKE, OPYTUe XKe PaJoBajIUCh.

W3 gBoplia mpuIiia HOBOCTh, YTO UMIIEPATOP ITEPEHEC yaap

1 OBbIJT YaCTUYHO Mapajn30BaH, He MOT YIIPaB/ISTh TOCYOapPCTBOM.

WmnepaTop u3han YCTHEIN YKa3, YTO MEePBbIH MPUHI] IIPONOIXKAET YIIPABISATh CTPAHOM.
CTOpOHHUKY IIEPBOT0 MPHHIIA JIMKOBAJIH, TOYTH 00BABIASI obeny B 60phbe 3a IPECTO.

[TepBbIlt TPUHI] HOYBIO OTIIPABUIICS BO IBOPEL], ¥ HEM3BECTHO, O YEM OH JJOTOBOPUIICS C
MMIIepaTOPOM, HO Ha CJIeYyIOUIUl NeHb UMIlepaTop Bh3Bas 1[3ssH CHHCIO U, C TPYOM BHITOBapHBas
CJIOBA, CIIPOCHII:

— BoeHHEBIe Ha rpaHulie... 3alUIAIOT CTPaHy... UM TAKeno. Ceryac ... He MOTY ABUTaThCS, II€PBBIX



IPUHI OyAeT yIpaBIsaTh CTPAHOU. THl COrIaceH... OTIPABUTLCA Ha I'PaHUI... X CTaTh Haf3upaTeyieM?
OH roBopUJI 0 OKHOMY CJIOBY, IOCTOSSHHO IOTJIsIAEIBas Ha He0O0, XOPOIIo, HUKAaKOU peakLUu.

OH BCE 3T0 BpeMs II0CIe MPoOyKOeHusT Pa3MEIIIIL, IPHUYKHA, IT0 KOTOPOU ero yoapuiia MOJTHUS,
BEPOSITHO, HE B TOM, YTO OH HAPYIIUI KJISITBY, @ B TOM, YTO OH OTpHIla, 4To L3sH Ilai —
BOIIJTONIeHKe Brambiky [[36IBoM, IEITAsICh OUEPHUTDH €0 KaK HU3KYIO 3Be3[y HeylmadH, YTO ¥ BEI3BAJIO
raes He0a.

Ecnu oH OymeT melicTBOBaTh B paMKax 0OBIYHOU MOJIUTAYECKOU OOPBLOEI, BCE OyOeT B MOPSTKE.
[13sa1 CuHCIO OYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK I10 KOXe mo0exkaay MypallKHy.

VMmnepaTop HUKOTA paHbllle He OBLI TaK JoOpoXKenaTeseH, CIpallriBas ero MHEHHE.

Ho...

1351 CHHCIO C TO03PEeHNEM IIOCMOTPEI Ha UMIIEpaTopa.

Ero ymapuia MOJHUS, ¥ OH IOBpeaus Mo3r? CobupaeTcs maTh eMy BOEHHYIO Bl1acTh? OTIPaBUTh Ha
TpaHUIly Hag3upaTh 3a CcojifjaTaMu, He OOUTCS, YTO OH HAYHET coOMpPaTh CTOPOHHUKOB?

[Tocne TOro, KaK OH 3alllUTUI HEBUHHEIX 9K3aMEHYEMEIX, OTHOIIEHNE YHNHOBHUKOB K HEMY y2K€ CTaJIo
OOBOJIBHO OBYCMBEICJIEHHEIM. Ecnu oH elllé ¥ 3aBOIOET CUMIIATUX BOEHHBIX...

I/IMnepaTop BHEIITHE OCTAaBaJICS CIIOKOWHEIM, HO BHYTPH... BHYTPHU OH OBLI TaK XK€ CIIOKOEH.

Benb 9T0 MepBEHIE MPUHIL TPEMJIOKUI OTIPaBUTh LI3sH [last HA rpaHUIly, HE OH, TaK 4TO
0ECIIOKOUTLCS HE 0 YeM.

31 CuHcIO:

— Oremn, g He X04y.
HWwmmnepatop:

— ...

Bcem u3BeCTHO, KOT{la Ha4YaJIbHUK CIIpaIldBaeT: «X0Yellb JIX ThI?», 3TO He 3HAYMT, YTO OH
IEeNCTBUTEIHHO CIIPAIIMBAET, a CKopee: «4 roBopio Tebe, 94To 3TO OYHET TBOS 3afaya, Tak 4ToO
IIOTOPOIIKMCE B3STh €€ Ha cebs u mo0IarogapuTh MeHs 3a JoBepue». MmepaTop He UCKITIOUeHHe.

He oxupgas oTKa3a, UMIIEPaToOp ClerkKa HaxMypHuJycs, HO OBICTPO IIOOaBUJl HEIOBOJIbCTBO:
— ThlL... TOUHO He X0YelTh?

— TouyHO He X0uy.

— Conpatsl HyXKaaloTcs B Tebe...

— MHe BCero BOCEME JIET.

— Ecnu THL... HE MOUAEIIb... TOTHA MYCTh UAET... TBOM IATHIN OparT!

LI3ss5 CHHCIO 3aIyMarcs.



WMnepaTop 00pagoBacs, HO 3aTeM yBUme, Kak 11351 CUHCIO CMOTPUT Ha HET0, OCMaTPUBAs C
TOJIOBHI IO HOT. BOPYT OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI HEYTO HETIPHUSATHOE.

I3san CuHclo:

— [IsaTeii OpaT — He NTy4muy BEIOOP. f BUXKY, OTell, THl celidac IOJIOH CUJI, COBCEM He TaKOH C1alblii,
KaK roBOPSAT Bpauu. MoxeT, g BeIOepy HECKOJIBKO COTEH XOPOIIuX OOMIIOB, a 3aTeM CKaxXy IIepBOMY
IIPUHITY, 4TOOB! OH U3[all YKa3, U BaKHble YNHOBHUKY CONPOBOAMIN Te0S Ha IpaHUIly?

HiMriepaTop MIKPOKO PACKPHIT I'JIa3a, ObIXaHWe Y4aCTUI0Ch. ECIHM 3TO IPOU30UAET, TEPBLIM IPUHII
TOYHO IIPUOYMaeT, Kak YOUTh ero 1o Jopore, BeOb yIIpaBiIeHue CTPaHOM — 3TO He TO XKe caMoe, 4TO
BOCXOXKOEHWE Ha TPOH!
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