— BeI 3a6b1TH 0 CTpaTeruu, KOTOPYI0 MBI H3Ha4aNnbHO onpenenunu? — [Iu JIa#ks BRTIAOEN Tak,
CJIOBHO ObITT pa3049apoBaH [0 TIyOUHEI OYILIH.

— O Kakou CTpaTeruu peusb?
— [ToMHU: ¥ HacIeOHBIU [IPUHIL], ¥ TPETUY [IPUHI] B KOHEYHOM UTOTe CTaHyT TBOMMU Bparamu!

[Toxoze, 3TOT MPOKJISATHIM UMIIEpPATOP yKe JaBHO HadaJjl IJJaHUPoBaTh 00pbO0y 3a mpecton. Lon Yxa3
moyecals yXo U 3eBHYIL.

— Pa3Be MHI He TOBOPUIIM, YTO CHa4asa HyXKHO MCIOJIb30BaTh CUITy, YTOOBI CBAJIUTh OOHY CTOPOHY, @
IIOTOM pa300paThCs C APyTou?

[Troit Yk Ka3aJicsi COBEPIIEHHO HETPOOUBAEMEIM.
[ITu Jlaiiks pe3ko 00epHYIICS, eT0 BhIpaXkKeHMe JIUIa CTal0 JKEeCTKUM.

— Cenyac caMoe Ioaxofsiiee BpeMsi, YTOORI OIePeThCS Ha TPeThero npuHia! Hacnegubii TpUHIL 10
CHX TI0p He COBEPIINJI HUYero 3HaYUTEJIbHOT0, K TOMY 2Ke OH M3Ha4aJIbHO BEICTYIIA/l ITPOTUB
npepnnoxeHus. Thl 3HaeIIh ero ciiabble MecTa, U ceiidac, 00beJUHUB YCUIUSA C TPETbUM IIPUHIIEM, MBI
CMOKeM J0OUTHCS ycIexa OOHUM ymapom!

[rort YKo npunopHsit 6poBb. BoT 9To melCTBUTENBHO 0€CIIPUHIUITHOCTD.

— Baire BHICOYECTBO, S AyMaJl, UTO BBl MTOAEePKaJIHU IIPeIoKeHNe TPETheTr0 IPUHIIA, YTOOH
YKPEIUTh OTHOIIEHUS] MEXK/Y BaMM U CBAIUTh HACJIeOHOTO MpuHLa! — OroHb CBeYM UT'Pajl Ha JIUIe
[Iu Jlaika, ero aMOUIINY U KeJTaHUs OBIJTM HACTOJILKO CUJIBHEI, YTO HaKe MCKaxXKaJld YePTHl ero JIuiia.
— Ho Kax BBl MOTJTH CETOmHS OBITH HACTOJIBKO TJTYIIHI?

— Yro, uT0, yT0? — Ilf0it Yk3 mokauasn Horoi. — Ecnu s He ommbarock, OpaT JIafika, pa3Be TH He
TOBOPHUJI HECKOJIBKO JHEW Ha3af, YTO PelleHus IPUHUMAIO 5, @ METOIbI IPUAYMEIBaelllb Thl? Kak
IIOJIYYUIIOCh, UYTO BCETO 3a HECKOIBKO JHEH ThI Y2Ke Hadall YYUTh MEHS KU3HU?

— OT0 OBIJIO B TOM CJly4ae, €CJIU THL He OTKJIOHSEIILCS OT OCHOBHOTO HampaByeHus! — [Ilu Jlaika
CJIOKWJI PYKH 3a CIIMHOU. — Balre BEICOYECTBO, BHI JOIKHEI IOHUMATh, YeT0 JeUCTBUTEIHBHO XOTUTE.
Ecnu B IPOJOJIKUTE TaK IIaJIUTh, TO TOIBKO HaXkuBeTe cebe HEHYKHBIX BParoB U YIYCTUTE JTy4IIHi
ImaHC. A [J1g BaC 9TO MOXKeT OBITh CMEPTENLHO!

— A, g nmoHsan. — Lo YK3 BCcTan ¥ MOTAHYJICSA. — BO3MOXKHO, TH He 3Haelllb, Yero g Xo4y. Bce, 4To
s TOBOPUJI paHblile, CYUTal IIyCTHIM 3BYKOM, KOTOPHIM UCYE3HET, KaK TOJILKO 51 ero Mpou3Hecy. A
Telepb 3allOMHM.

OH MONyTPUKPELT T'J1a3a, MOJIHOCTHIO MOTPY3UBLINCH B CBOM OecreyHb 00pa3.

—4d X049y OBITH CYACT/IUBLIM U KUTH B YOOBOJIELCTBHE. MeHsd He WHTEPEeCYIOT HU BJIaCTh, HA
nosioxenue. [ToHsn?

— Bairre BricoyecTB0! UTO BB roBOpUTE?! — PaHbllle CTpeMIeHre BTOPOro IPHHIA K BIACTH
BOOxHOBIIsIO [Iu JIaliks 1O TaKOX CTENEHHU, YTO OH CaM HayWHAaJIl TOPEeTh 9HTY3Uua3MoM. IMEHHO u3-
3a 9TOT0 rOpSIYEero XKejJaHus U PEeIIMMOCTH HOOUTHCS yCIleXa OH PEIIUIT CJIEN0BaTh 3a BTOPHIM
nprHIeM. U Teneps Takue ciosa?

Lrort UK5 MaxHyJl PyKOU.



— YXe m030HO, TT0pa OTHOXHYTh.
[IIu JIa¥Ka 3aCTHUI IOCPEIH 3aja, TEHb OT CBeYr Kojebasiach 3a ero CIIMHOM.

OH OBIJT OMHUM U3 JIYYIIWX CTPATETOB B rocynapcTBe HuH. B cBoe BpeMsi HECKOJIBKO IIPUHIIEB
TIBITAJTMCh ITPUBIIEYH €T0 Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY, HO OH BHIOPas BTOPOTO MPHUHIIA, HAAEesICh JOCTUYb
BEPIIUHHI BIIACTH.

Ho Temepb BTOPO¥ MPUHII TOBOPUIT TaKUe Beld. MOXKeT, OH CIMIIKOM HaBUI Ha Hero? Hapymmin
IIpaBUjIa OTHOIIEHUH MeXIy TOCTIOOUHOM U OTYMHEHHBIM? VH... OH YTO-TO CKPHIBAET?

Ha cnepytomiee yTpo Llfo#t YK5 crian KaK yOUTHIM, KOTAa KTO-TO Hadas ero OyguTh.
— Baire BbICOYECTBO, ITOpa Ha YTPEHHUM IIPHEM.

— MwMm? — Il1oit Yk3 HeBHATHO OYPKHYJI, CMyTHO pasriisnaeB, 4yTo 9To Obun [lu Jlakka! — Bnun! Th...
THL... KaK THI CIOMA IToman?

[Ty Jlatiks yke He OBUI TAKUM BJIACTHHIM, KaK HaKaHyHe, U CHOBA Ka3aJiCd CKPOMHEIM, Kak IIpH
IIePBOM BCTpeye.

— Bairme BbICOYECTBO, ITOpa Ha YTpeHHUM npueM. U g mogyman: pa3 yX 5 pellusl CTyKUTh BaM, TO
IOJXKEH MPHUIOKUTD BCE YCUITHS, YTOOBI TOMOYb BaM, u30erast BRICOKOMEPHS ¥ CIIEIIKH.

LTro# Yka BRIOpaAsiCcs U3-TI0T ofesisia, yMas, UYTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK IENCTBUTEILHO yMeeT ObITh THOKUM.
CrpaliHo.

— Bpart Jlaiiks, TH IpeyBenuyuBaelb. f IpocTo X049y KUTh KOMpopTHO. KOHEYHO, ecnu TH
CMOXKeIIb TOMOYb, 3TO Oy[IeT 3M0POBO, HO €C/IM HAIllM IIYTU Pa30UyTCs, TBOE IPUCYTCTBUE 3[ECh
OymeT 6eCCMBICTIEHHBIM.

Ha nute IlIu JIa#ka He OBLIO ¥ TEHU 3MOLUM, JIUILE JIeTKast yIeI0Ka.

— Korpa 51 mpucoemguHUIICS KO BTOPOMY IIPHUHITY, 00 9TOM 3HaJ IIOYTH BECh OBOP. Bo-TIEPBHIX, 5 HE
cTaHy OpocaTh CBOETO T'OCIIOAMHA ¥ MCIIOIb30BATh BAIlld CEKPETH KaK KO3LIPh, 3TO MO/I0. BO-BTOPHIX,
s 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPHIY MOBOJUT [IEJI0 10 KOHMa. [IyTh OBUT BEIOpAH C CAaMOT0 Hayasa.

Ox, Mep3aBel], ellle ¥ yrpoxaeT MHe? CKOJIbKO OH 3HaeT CEKPETOB 3TOT0 IPOKJIITOT0 UMIepaTopa?
Lo YK3 IPUILITYPHICS U YIBIOHYIICS.

— Xoporro, 6pat JIa#Ka, TH AeHCTBUTEIbHO TAIAHTIIUB, U 51, ECTECTBEHHO, pajl MPUHSITL TeOs!
[TpocTO MO¥M CTUIb XKU3HU MOXKET OBITH HEMHOI'0 9KCIIEHTPUYHBIM, HafIeI0Ch, THl CMOKEIIh C 3TUM
MUPUTHCH.

[IIu Jlai#ika OBIJI CTPATErOM BTOPOTO IPUHIIA, ¥ 00 3TOM 3HAJIX [IOYTH BCe BIUSATEIbHEIE JIIOOU B
cTonulle. XOTS OH CTPEMUJICS K BEICOKOMY IIOJIOKEHUIO, HO, 3Has xapakrep Yxkoy UHd, ecnu
OIHAX[Bl OHU PA30UIOYyTCs, OH HE OCTaBUT €r0 B KUBHIX!

— Baiiie BEICO4YECTBO IOyTUTE, 1 IIPUIJIOXKY BCE YCUJINUA.

Ox, OBITh IPUHIIEM — 3TO OEUCTBUTENILHO YTOMUTENbHO. Ellle He MPOCHYBIIKCH, YKE HYXKHO IyMaTh.
LIroit Yk3 moTep Ii1a3a, BCTaj, YMBIICS U IPUTOTOBUIICS K YTPEHHEMY IIPUEMY.



Ot YCaI[bﬁbl OO0 OBOPIIa Oblla TOJIBKO OOHA Jopora, 1 3aHrMMaJlla OHa OKOJIO II0JIy4daca.

Llro#t Y3 cumen B TOBO3Ke, 3eBasi BO BeCh POT. CeromHs Ha yiulle ObIIO TACMYPHO, ¥ TIOBCIOAY
1apuia neHb. OH OTKMHYJ 3aHABECKY U BHITJITHYN HapyXKy, HaXKe YIUYHbIE TOPTOBIIH, 0ORIYHO
3aIOoJIHSBIINME 000YMHEI, CETOOHS OTCYTCTBOBAIIU.

— Tupy! — [ToBo3Ka pe3Ko ocTaHOBUIACh, u Lol UYxks uyTh He BeeTen Buepen. OH yxe cobupancs
OTPyraTh Ky4depa, Kak yCJIbIlIaa KPUKHY ¥ IIyM CHapyXKH.

— YTto npoucxonut? — OH OTHEPHYJ 3aHABECKY U YBUJIEI, KaK Kydep MafiaeT, IPOH3EHHBIA HOXKOM,
KPOBb OPHI3HYJIa BO BCE CTOPOHHL.

— Aa! — OH B yXkace OTIPSHYJ Ha3af.

— Barre BricoyecTBo, 6erute! — CHapyku Hayaslach CXBaTKa, HECKOIBKO MIPUOIMKEHHBIX
CHepXKUBaju HallafaBLUINX, Kpuya eMmy.

JIsaar OPYyXKH4d, HEKOI'la OyMaThb. L[IOfI Uxo, IIPUKPLBIB I'OJIOBY, BBRITIPBITHYJI M3 IIOBO3KH.

Ha ynuue napun xaoc. HeCKONIbKO €ro CIIyTHUKOB, KOTOPHIE COIIPOBOXKIAIN €r0 KaXKAbIU OeHb, YKe
7eXXay B JIy>KaX KPOBH, a HallaJaBIInX OBIJIO BCETO BOE.

— Barmne BricouecTBo! Berure!

LTro1 Yxko BrIOpas y3KyI0 YII0UKY M Imo0exkaj u30 Bcex cuil. Ecnu oH He ommbarcs, Buepenyu Obiia
ynuila MUHCSIHB, THe HOMXKeH OBUI HaXOOUTHCS MaTPYIbHbIH OTPSA!

Ho npexpe yeM OH ycIes BbiOeXKaTh U3 Mepeyiika, eped HUM ¢ Heba CIycTuiach GUrypa, nepekpr
nyTh. BEICOKMI ¥ MaCCUBHBIN, OH CTOSIT KaK CTEHaA.

— Krt0 BHI Takue?!
YenoBek OBIT OJIET B YEPHOE, HO €T0 MOIITHOE TeJIOCJIOXKEHKEe BhIaBalo B HEM He KUTaHIIa.

['poMun gepzkaj B pyKe KOPOTKHUM Med, ero I'la3a CBepKaju 3710001, CIOBHO 3BEPD,
BBICMaTPHBAIOIINIL JOOLIYY.

— Aaall!!
Yeprt! Ltoit Yk3 pa3BepHyICs U mobexkan o0paTHO.

Pa3Be Buepa oH He u30exkasl MOKYLUIEHUS OT TPEThero mpuHIa? [loyeMy ceromHs yTpoM 3TO CHOBa
mpou3onuio? Ceyac pPsimoM He OBIII0 OXpaHbl HACIEOHOTO IPHUHIIA, a €70 HeMHOTOYKNCIeHHBIe
CITyTHUKY HE MOTJIU NIPOMEPKAaThCSI U MUHYTHI!

Llroit Yk3 BepHYJICS K IIOBO3Ke. [I9TEPO CIIYyTHUKOB U Kyuep JieKalu MepPTBEIMU. YIuila Oblia IycTa,
a KpoBb Ha ()OHE ITacMypHOM IOTOMH Ka3asach elrle 601ee MpayHO.

— CBuct! — Jle3Bue Meya IIPOHECJIOCh y HET'O 3a CIIMHOM, pa30pBaB ofleXkAy, ¥ 601b Havaia
Me[JIeHHO HapacTaThb.

OH He yMeJ cpaXaThCs, a Telephb 3a HUM THAJICS TPOMUII. Pa3Be 3To He mpexdBemano 6emqy?

OH Gexxas 130 BCeX CUJI, CXBaTHB 110 IIYTH M€Y, BaJIIBIIANCS B JIyKe KPOBH.



Ho unorma 6opb6a TOJIBKO YCUJIUBAET OTHadHHE. Kak cenyac... HpecnenOBaTenb C3aaH, a Bliepenu
3acCafa.

I pyroi rpoOMuUII, TOJIBKO YTO 3apYOUBIIKY CTapUKa, KOTOPHIM He ycmesn yoexaTh, MeIJIeHHO
npubnuxancs K Liron Yxa.

— TTopmoxnuTe... [JaBaiiTe moroBopuM. Bam HyKHO cepeOpo? Y MeHs ero moiHo!

HUKTO He MOXKET CKa3aTh, YTO He OOMTCS CMEPTH, 0COOEHHO €CJIH yKe OgHaXk I yMep. [Iporias
JKU3Hb OBbITa JOCTATOYHO YHU3UTEIbHOM! A 3Ta TONHKO Ha4yasack.

[Tockonb3HyBIINCE, L1011 YK5 ynan B TyXKy KPOBHU, JepxKa Med nepeq co0o.

— He... He nogxonure!

— Xa, yOnio Te0s1! — ['pomun mopotesn 651uxe, HACTYNIUB Ha Kpau omexkarl Lioi Yxka. — CmepTh!
Ero pyka, ToncTas Kak 6peBHO, 3aHecsia Medy.

LIro# YKo MOOHSIT Med, TIBITasiCh 6JIOKUPOBATD yaap.

— Kro! Kto nocnan Bac youth MeHs?

'poMun ¢ ymoBOIbLCTBUEM HAOIOOAN 3@ UCIIYTaHHOM MOOBIYEl, 3TO YyBCTBO €ro BO30yxKmao!

3aKOH [XKYHTIJIEW: KOTla CUJia CJIMIIKOM HepaBHA, CUJIbHBEIY JEePKUT KU3Hb B CBOUX PYKax, U 3TO
OlLIyIIeHNe BIaCTH Haf CJ1a0bIM IPUHOCUT HEBEPOSTHOE yIOBOIbCTBHE.

[ pyroii TpOMUII 4YTO-TO CKa3a/l Ha HEIIOHATHOM si3biKe, U 1101 YK yCrbliian TOIOT KOIBIT Ha YIIULe.
— ITomorure!!! 9 3mecn!!!

— CwmepTtb! — I'poMun cxBatuil pyKy Llitor YkK3 1 pe3Ko AepHyJI Ha3af.

— Xpyct! — KocTh cnomasnach, IpopBaB KOXy, 1 00JIb MTHOBEHHO OKyTajla CO3HaHUE.

— Aaal!!

Meu ynan Ha 3eMJII0, a KpOBb, CJIOBHO py4del, IOTeKJIa 10 PyKe.

'pomurn 3aHec Med, ¥ B 3TOT MOMeHT L{roii YK yBUen Ha PyKOSITU CTPaHHbLIE CUMBOJIHL.

— Bame BricouecTBo! — C103 LI3bIaHb KPUKHYJI, MYach Ha KOHe UYXKyJoi u3-3a yria.

LIro#1 YK9, BOCIIOIH30BaBIINCH 3aMelIaTeTbCTBOM IT'POMUJIA, YIaPHUI €ro HOTOM B JKMBOT.
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