— Mlytums? Kakue mytku? Tel He Bepulih? He Bepuins — nonpobyi cam! — Lioi YxK3, rnsans Ha
KyCcOK 6eioro HedpHuTa Ha CTOJIe, pe3KO CXBaTHI ero. I'opsiunit Topy MOMEHTAIbHO PacCHIIAJCS B
Kpormiku, 06pei3raB Cio3 LI3kIaHs C TOOBHL 0 HOT.

Mosm4a BHITHpPas U0 OT OCTAaTKOB Tody, Cio3 L[3kiaHb TPOU3HEC:
— Baie BBICOUECTBO, BHI IIbSHBI, IOUAUTE OTOOXHUTE HEMHOTO.
— Or... — He ycnes goroBoputs, Ltoii YK3 ¢ MOKpacHEBIIUM JIUIIOM PYXHYJI Ha CTOJI, 3aCHYB.

C1o3 LI3piaHb HaKOHEI] 0071eTYeHHO B3JOXHYTI U Y2Ke X0TeJl TOMOYb eMy Ho0paThCs A0 KPOBaTH, KaK
BTOPOM IIPUHII B ITOJIyCHE CXBATHUII €T0 3a PYKY.

— Mwm? I'ernepan Cr3?

Hy BOT... BUAMMO, CHOBa Ha4yajuCh BUOEHUS.

— [la, 9T0 s, — MOAXBATUJI BTOPOT0 MPUHIIa ¥ HallpaBUJICSI C HUM BO BHYTPEHHUE IIOKOMU.
Lot YK5, MPUABUHYBIIKUCE K €T0 YXY, C 3allJIeTAIOMIKUMCS SI3BIKOM IIPOIIeNTal:

— Cnyuaut, Yxkoy UHb — Heropsiii, epKUCh OT HETO ITofanbIie!

9Ty (pasy OH CIbIIAN yKe He pa3, ¥ OHa BhI3bIBaJia Y HETO CMEeCh YIBIOKK U HOCafbl.

— Ecnu g ceriyac oTONAY OT HETO, Thl, HABEPHOE, yIafellb Ha M0JI?

LIro# Yka crerka yablOHYIICS:

— ThI cMeelIbCcst Hafo MHOM, 5 He TbsIH! 1 make MOTy 3alucaTh BCE, YTO UMIIEPaTOp CKa3asl CerofH.
— C 9TUMU CJI0BaMHU OH MOTSHYJCSA K CTOJY.

— JlagHo, magHO, TH He NbsH. CeromHs 3aluchiBaTh He OymeM, 3aBTpa Bce ycrneeM. — Ciod 1I3bIaHb,
yroBapuBas U IOAEePKUBAs €ro, C TPYOOM YJIOKUII IPUHIIa Ha KpoBaTh. — Ballle BLICOYECTBO,
OTJOXHUTE 37[eCh, 3aBTPa YTPOM S OTIIPABIIIO Bac 00paTHO B Pe3UAEHIHIO.

— Tr1 06s13aTEIBHO TIOCTYIIAM MeHs... — LI1o#t YK3, CXBaTHB €T0 3a PyKYy, IIPOAOJIKal:

— IIepXuCh MoOAabIlle OT 3TOro cobaybero ummneparopa... He eagu B Mo63ii... Hu B KoeM ciydae He
e3nu B Mo031i...

Croo 1I3B1aHb, XOTS ¥ He TIOHKUMaJI, 0 YeM MMEHHO IOBOPYJI BTOPOM IIPHUHII, 3aMETHJI, YTO B €T0
IIbSTHOM COCTOSIHUM CKPBIBAIOCh OECITOKOMCTBO, ¥ TUXO OTBETHUIT:

— Xopo11o, 1 He oexny.

Ycnpimas ato, Lroi YK3 HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUJICS.
— He nmoepgemns... 3To IpaBUIbHO...

— Baire BHICOYECTBO, OTABIXAUTE.

Croa L[SLIaHB IIPOBEJI ITOYTH BCIO HOYb Y KPOBATH, U TOJIBKO K YTPY BTOpOﬁ IIPUHII HAKOHEIT



ycrnokowuics. OH yxke cobupasics mpuedb Ha KPal KPOBAaTH, YTOOE HEMHOTO OTOOXHYTh, KaK CIa0bIi
roJioc mpobopMoTaIt:

— MeHS$ TOILIHHUT...

— Ilomoxnu, s IPUHECY...

—Vx...

He ycnen Cros LI3p1aHb BCTaTh, KaK BTOPOY NIPUHILI, CKJIOHMUBIIKCH, BEIPBAJ IIPSIMO €My Ha I'PYIb.

— Bamre Brico4ecTBO... — Cr03 LI3b1aHb OTBEPHYJICS, €[Ba CAepKuBas TOIIHOTY OT PE3KOro 3amaxa.
— KX-kx-KX... ¥x...

C103 lI3n1anb:

[Tocne HECKOIBKUX IIPUCTYIIOB PBOTH], KOTOPBIE AJIMINCH IOYTH 4eTBEPTh 4aca, L{oi Yxks
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO €r0 BHYTPEHHOCTH BOT-BOT BEIBEPHYTCS HAPyXKy, U HAKOHEI] OCTAHOBUIICS, C
TPYLOM IIOAHSAB I'Jla3a Ha I04YTH cJoMIeHHOro Cro3 LI3b1aHs, XPUILIO CIIPOCKUIL:

— [Touemy TEI B MO€# KpOBaTU?
— DTO MOS KpPOBaTh.

B ronose Llto#t YK Hayanu CKIagbiBaThCd OOPHIBKY BOCIIOMUHAHUMW: Be OYTHUIKK BUHA, TOQY,
IPUHSATHIY 3a He(DPUTOBYIO IeYaTh, HACTOMYMBOE KejlaHKe 3allicaTh UMIIePaTOPCKUe YKaskh, U,
KaxXkeTcs, OH roBopuJi, 4ToOw! Cio3 LI3riaHb He e3quil B M06ait?

[Moromu, pa3Be OH He MPHUIIEN CIOfa, YTOOL HATOMHUTL CTapoMy reHepany Cios o gokiame?
OrnsimeB KOMHATY, OH IIOHSJI, YTO 3TO IeMCTBUTEIFHO HE ero IIOKou!

[roi YK5 MOMEBITAJICS IIOTHSATHCS, HO TOJI0BA pPacKaslkIBallaCh, ¥ B TeJle He ObIIO HU Kamu cuil. IToce
HECKOJIbKUX TIONBITOK, OKOHYAaTeIbHO 00eCCHIeB, OH CHOBa yIai Ha KpoBaTh Ci03 LI3piaHs.

Cios LI3p1anb mepeopercs, HO 3amax nepeOpoauBIlIero BUHA BCe ellle BUTAJI B BO3yXe, He XKelas
1CcYye3arTh.

OH mymMmar, 4To BTOPOM NPHUHII, BEIPBaB, IIOCIEIINUT BEPHYTHCA B CBOIO PE3UIEHIINIO, Beb IbHCTBO U
pBOTa B JOMe MUHHKCTPa — He caMoe IpusATHoe 3penuile. Ho, BepHYBIINCL B KOMHATY, OH YBUTET,
YTO BTOPOU IIPUHL HE TOJIBKO HE YIlleJl, HO U CIIOKOMHO JiexKaJl Ha IIOCTEJIY, 3aJIUTOM PBOTOM.

Heyxenu oH He 4yBCTByeT 3amnaxa?

Ycnbimas mrary, o Yka c1abo IOBEPHYIT TOJIOBY, HE UMES CHJI JaXKe IOIIeBETUThCS, TOJIBKO CXKall
OpoBH, B3TJISIIOM BEIpaXkasi CBOI0 6€CIIOMOIITHOCTb.

Cio3 LI3npians, TNISAS Ha BTOPOTO MIPHHIIA, JieXkKallero CPeny IyKYU PBOTHL U C HafleK0M CMOTPSIIIETO
Ha Hero, CIIPOCHI:

— Baiire BbICO4ECTBO, HE XOTUTE BCTATh?



— T'onmoBa kpyxuTtcs... Het cun...
— Torpga st moMory BaM ITOFHSATHCS?

L1011 Yk9 KMBHYJ, IPOTSIHYB PYKY, KOTOpas 0e3BOJILHO Jieriia Ha niedo Ciod L[3kians. ToT
HaKJIOHUJICS, 0OHSB €ro.

[rorr YK5, MpUKAaBIIKCh, IOUYBCTBOBAJI TEIIJIO €r0 Tefa.
— T®I TAaKOM TOPSIUUH.

— Ia? IIpaBoa? — Teno BTOpOro npuHiia ObIIO0 MATKUM, KaK TECTO, U, TPUXKABUIUCh K HEMY, OH
HallOMHUHAJI KOTEHKA.

— IIa, a y MeHs PyKH xoJiofHble. — Lo YK3, 3aMeTHUB ero CepKaHHOCTb, C XUTPOH YIIBIOKON PE3KO
CYHYJI JIeIsTHBIe PYKU 3a BOPOTHUK Cro3 LI3bIaHs.

Xomon mpo6exar 1o Iee, ¥ OH HHCTUHKTUBHO B3[IPOTHYII, HO OCTOPOXKHO IPUTSHYJI BTOPOTO IPWHIIA
onuxe.

LIro1 Yka uyTh He KOCHYJICS ry0amu Cio3 1[3blaHs, TOOHSB I'Jla3a Ha ero 3Be3HbIE I'J1a3a U Clerka
CKaTkle TYOHI.

— Bae... BEICO4eCTBO... — C103 LI3bIaHb HEPBHO MOIEBENINII IIEel, TOPIO0 CTIIaThIBAIo, ¥ €ro TEJI0
HAIPSTIIOCh.

Hy KoHeYHO, I0HOIIIa, CTONIKHYBIIKUCH C TAaKOW CUTyaluel, nokeH ObITh pacTepsiH. He To 4To 0H,
IIPOXKUBIINY TPUALIATH JIET U TeTeph IOTyUYUBIINM BTOPOU aHC. Buas 3T0, OH HaxXooumn
Ipoucxofsinee 3a0aBHBIM.

LIro1 YKo crerka IPUKYCUIT HUKHIOW Ty0y, manbiisl 6ecrmokoiHo qobpanuch go yxa Cioa II3biaHs.
Oro, oH nokpacHen!

— Momnopoii rocnopuH C1093, s npuHecina Bogy! — CryxaHKa, HeCsl Ta3 C TEIJIOW BO[OU, BOPBalach B
KOMHATy, HO yBUAETA...

— Aaal!!

Ee rocnoguH oOHMMA MOIypa3meToro BTOporo npuHna! Y pyka BTOporo mpuHIila OblIa 3aCyHyTa IO
Ofexk My MOJIOMOTO rOCIOgHHA!

— 4... 1 HuYero He Bupena!
— Bbam! — [IBepb 3axJ10nHYyNIach C TaKou cuyiod, 4To Croo3 Li3blaHb B3OPOTrHYII.

— OX, 4yTb He OTJIOX, TBOM CITyTH CJIUIIKOM IIyMHEIE, — LI10i YK3 X0TEN pacCMesIThCS, HO TOPJIO
CKaJso, ¥ OH 3aKallIsIcs.

Croo LI3n1aHb, TOCAOUB €0 Ha CTYJI, MPA4YHO CKa3aJl:
— HpOH.Iy Ballle BEICOYECTBO HEe CMESIThCS Haflo MHOM.

— CmMmeaTsca? KX-KX, KaK 9 CMeIoCh Hall TO0O0?



— T&I TONBKO 4TO... — HEKOTOPEIE CIOBA AEHMCTBUTENHHO TPYAHO IPOM3HECTH, HETIH3S KE CKa3aTh,
YTO THl MEH$S Tporaji!

— 4 Tonpko uT0? TH CaM MPEeAIoKUII IIOMOYb MHE.
9X, KakK JIOBKO IIepeBepHY BCE!
— JlamHo, HUYero.

— Kx-kx-kx — L1011 YK3 X0Te Mogpa3HuTh €ro elle, HO IoJiIoBa 3aKpyKHUJlach, X B KeJIyoKe CHOBa
Haudanach Oyps. TolrHOTa IIOJKaTHIIa K TOPJly, ¥ OH CHOBA HayaJsl pBaTh.

— VX... KX-KX...

Yept! YTO0 3a 300pOBLE Y 3TOT0 coOaubero uMmmepartopa? PBet 6e3 octaHoBku! [laxe eciu OH
MOKUBET IO OBAAIATH TPEX, TO BCE paBHO OyIET KOPOTKOKUBYIIUM!

— Vx...

2Kenymok yzke OBUI IIYCT, ¥ TeIIePb OH U3BEPrajl TOIbKO BOOY U KeJT4Yb, OCTABJISAS BO PTY TOPbKUM U
TepIKuu npuBkyc. Ka3anocs, 0OH BOT-BOT OTIIPABUTCS B MUP UHOU.

— Baitmre BriCO4eCTBO, BHL B opsifgke? [loueMy cHOBa pBeTe?

TonmpKO 4TO OH OBIT ITOJIOH HEOBOJIECTBA, HO, YBUOEB, KAK BTOPOMU MPHHII, COTHYBIIUCEH HA CTYIIE,
npoxut, Cro3 LI3plaHb MOYYBCTBOBAJI Kal0CTh:

— 4 celfyac MOATOTOBIIIO KapeTy, YTOOK OTBE3TH BAC JOMOM.

— Hert! Mbicnb 0 TOM, 4TOOH TPSICTHUCH B KapeTe, BEI3LIBAET Y MEHS TOIITHOTY.

Cros LI3p1ans mogyMai ¥ KpUKHYIT 3@ OBEPb:

— IIpuroToBbTE KOHS!

[rorr YK5 B3MOXHYII:

— {1 He yMe10 e30UTh BEPXOM.

— Pa3Be npuHIEI He yyaTCs BEPXOBOU e3[e C AeTCTBa?

LIro#1 Yk9 MOCMOTpPENT HAa HEro ¢ YKOPOM U TUXO ITPO6OPMOTaIt:

— C petctBa? f ¢ meTCTBa y4MJICS MACTHA KOPOB U axXaTh 3eMITIO.

— Yro?

— B TakoM COCTOSIHMY KaK 51 MOT'Y exaTb BepxoM? Y Te0si COBCEM HET COCTpafiaHusd?
C1o3 LI3p1aHb MOJTYa CMOTPEIT Ha HETo, B3TJISA ero OB CJI0KHEIM U MHOTO3HQYUTEIIbHBIM.

— JlagHO, — Ka3aJioCh, OH IIPUHSJI CEPbEe3HOE PellleHre, CXBATHUII OfeXK Ay BTOPOro IIPUHITa U 6pOCH
ee eMy.

— Mum1 moejeM Ha OOJHOM KOHe.



—A?
CoOpaBuIuch, OHU OTIIPABUINCEH B PE3UAEHIINIO BTOPOTO IIPUHIIA.

Koup C103 LI3b1aHs 110 uMeHu YXKy7ail Obls1 6€I0CHEKHBIM, CTPOMHBIM M BEICOKMM. Uepe3 HeCKOIbKO
JIeT OH ITPOHECET €r0 Yepe3 MHOXKECTBO CpaxkKeHuM, HO, K COXKaJleHuIo, ToTuOHeT B M006aii.

CMOTpsI Ha 39TOT'0 BeTMYECTBEHHOT0 KOHs, LI10i Yk9 mouyBCTBOBa, OYOTO EPEHECCS B MPOIIIOE.
Bcé elle Ha MecTe, BCE B MOPSIOKE. DTO UYBCTBO BHI3HIBAJIO CTPAHHOE YMUPOTBOPEHHUE.

Cnyra:

— Bame BrICOUECTBO, CaguTECh Ha KOHS.

IBoe ciyT MoMOTJIX eMy B30OpaThCs Ha jomuians, a Ciod L[3blaHb 1ETKO CeJl 03aax HeTo.
— OX TBI! OTOT KOHB... CIIUIIKOM BEICOKUK! — Lol YK3 UCIIyraHHO OTKJIOHUJICS Ha3af.
— He 6oiicsi, OH TOCTTYIIHBIH.

Cro9 LI3nlaHb crerka cxkan 00Ka KOHsI, HO YKyI9i, B3BUBIIMCH Ha MBIOBI, 3apKall.
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