CrnyTu, yCIHIIIaB 1IIyM, BOeKanu B KOMHATY LeJoi Tomnod. CHapyXKu MOOHSJICS BT, CJIOBHO KYPHI
pas3bexanuce, a cobaku 3anasnu. OnHu mobexkany 3BaTh OXpaHy, OPYyTrue — JOKJIagkBaTh
uMIepaTopy. [lecsiTOK 4eJI0BEK BOPBAJICS BHYTPh ¥ HAKOHEIl Pa30pBa B KJII0Ubsi 3aHABECKY,
o0BHBaBIIyIo 11e0 [l Yxka.

— Balmre BBICOYECTBO, UTO BHI feaeTe? — YxKaH, IPUABOPHBIM Bpay, BEICTYIIXII B XOJIOGHOM IIOTY.
— Kx-kx... — o1t Yk3 c TpymoM mmepeBoOun obixanue. — CTapuk, S X04y CIIPOCUTH Te0s KOe 0 YEM.
— IloxamyiicTa, Ballle BLICOYECTBO, TOBOPHUTE.

— Ckax#, eciy 4eJIoBEK YMUPAET, a IIOTOM IIPOCHITIAeTCs, 00HAPYXKUB, YTO CTAJl APYTUM YeJI0BEKOM,
YTO ITO 3HAYUUT?

Y>KaH MOJIOKUI PYKY Ha 3alsCThe BTOPOTO MPHUHIIA, YTOOH TPOBEPUTH MyNbC. PUTM GBITT POBHEIM, 6€3
TPU3HAKOB 6ECITOKOMCTBA, HO TOYEMY JKe TOTZa IIOBeeHNe IPUHIIA CTONIb CTPAHHOE?

— Baiire BHICOYECTBO, €CJIM YEJIOBEK YMHUPAET, TO OH yMupaeT. HeBO3M0OKHO BOCKPECHYTE, a YK TeM
0oJiee IPEBPATUTLCS B KOTO-TO APYroro. — CTaphlil Bpad MOYTUTEIBHO CIOXKUI PYKH B MIOKJIOHE. —
[Tpomry Bac, 6eperute cebst u 6ombIlle He MHITAUTECH CHENIATh OmoOHOe.

— L-u1, HeT, g He NHITAOCh! f YYBCTBYIO, YTO 3TO JEUCTBUTENIHHO TaK.
CTapuk HaXMypPHIICS.

— Baitie BBICOYECTBO, Ballla roJioBa HeJaBHO IMoIy4uiia Cepbé3HYIO TPABMY. He06omnbiire 0TKIOHEHUS
— 3TO HOPMaAJIbHO.

— Her... — Lio# YK3 4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO XOTh ¥ HETO ¥ POT HapacTH, 0OBSICHUTH BCE PaBHO He
noyyuutcd. HuUKTo He moBepur!

— §1 cocTaBIIO AT BaC yCIoKauBawoIuii perenT. OTOOXHUTE XOPOIIeHbKO, ¥ Yepes MOJIMECSIa Bhl
TIOTIPABUTECH.

[rort YK5 MaxHyJl pyKOU.

— JlagHo, MagHO, UOY yXe.

EnBa Bpay BHIIIEN 3a IBEPD, KaK CJIeqoM 3a HUM Bories Ciod II3kaHb.

[Troi1 YK3, C TOJIOBOM, TI0X0KEW Ha T'OJIOBY HOITOXKHUTENSA, C YIUBJIEHUEM IIOCMOTpPEJI Ha HETO.
— Cro3... Komaunup Cwo93, pa3se ThI He yuien? [ToueMy Thl BEpHYJICS?

Cr03 LI3b1aHb MOYTUTEJIBHO TOKJIOHUJICS.

— Vkas HMIIepaTopa. Ero BennuecTBo IIPHUKA3adJl MHE JIMYHO OXPAHATH BTOPOI'O IIPHUHIIA, YTOOBI BEI
00JIbIIIe He MEITAIMCH TIOKOHYHUTE C COOOMH.

C 3TUMHM CJIOBaMHU 3a HUM BOIIIX emé IMeCTh 9eJIOBEK, BEICTPOUBIIHKCE B IBE MIEPEHTHW B KOMHATE.

— Heyxenu umnepatop Tak 6sicTpo y3Han? — Lo Yxka Taxeno B3noxuyi. C Cioa L[3biaHeM u 9Tou
TOJITION [aXKe YMepeTh He MOIy4YuTcs. — [loueMy UMeHHO Tebs Iocamu?



Cros 1I3baHb Jaxke He B3T/ISHY Ha HeTo.
— He 3Ham0.

[Trout Yxa ckpuBuncs. CelH cTaporo reHepana Cio3 MelCTBUTENBHO BEICOKOMEPEH. [laxke C IPHUHIIEM
OH BemeT ce0s TaK CBLICOKA.

Huuero He nmogemnaents. Kak 661 HU OBITTO HEIPUATHO, LItoi YK3 Temeps ObIT BTOPHIM mpuHIEM. OT
III0Ka, KOTa OH TOJIBKO OYHYJICS, Yepe3 XaoC U A0 OTYassHUS, OH HaKOHel] YCIIOKOMUJICS.

[ToBepHYBIIUCE, OH JIET Ha KpoBaTh. OH BCE BpeMs fAyMal O TOM, YTo ThpaH Yxkoy VHb fomKeH
yMepeTh, HO Teleph OH cTan uM. OH IPpUMepHO 3Hall, YTO TOT feJiajl paHblle. Eciu BCE U3MEeHUTE, He
CTaThb CIEAYIOIIUM UMIIEPATOPOM, TO TOCYHapCTBO HUH He maféT, MUHUCTPH He MOTUOHYT, U OH
CMOXKeT IPOXKUTH eIl€ OOHY XKU3Hb. Pa3Be 3T0 He mpeKpacHo?!

— Touno! 3auem BooOIIE yMHUPATh?

C1o3 LI3piaHb MIaTHY BIEPEN, XOIOOHO TSNS Ha BTOPOTO IPUHIIA.

— Baire BrICOYeCTBO, He iyMaiiTe 60bille 0 caMOyOuKCTBE. Y BaC He IOJTYUYUTCH.
— Vry, He ympy, He yMpy. 2KUTH — 3TO XOPOLLIO.

C1o3 LI3p1anb crierka IMOMOPIIUIICS C OTBPAIleHUEM, PEIIUB, YTO 9TO IPOCTO Opef, U MOBEPHYIICS
CIIMHOM.

OmpenenuBIIKChH C InaHoM, Lo Yk HakoHel paccnabuics. BHe3amHo OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MY
HY2KHO B TyaJier.

— U, KTo-HUOY[Ib!

LIro# YK9 C eTCTBa poC B KPECTbSIHCKOM ceMbe, e He ObII0 ciayT. [laxe Mmo3Ke, 0Ka3aBIIUCh BO
IBOpIlE, OH M3-3a CKPOMHOTO XKaJIOBaHbsI He MOT IT03BOJIUTh cebe HaHSTh MPUCITYTY. Temepb, CMEHUB
JIMYHOCTH, OH HEMHOTO PaCTEPSIICS.

Manenbkul ciayra nogdexkan MeJIKUM IIaroM.
— Bartie BHICOYECTBO, YTO IIPUKaxKeTe?

ITro0i1 Y23 THXO CKa3al:

— MHe HYKHO BBIUTH I10 HYK€e, MaJIbIIIL.

— IloxamyicTa, CnegyuTe 3a MHOU.

LIzo1 YKo MOIIEN 3a MaJleHbKUM CIIyTo#, U, mpoxoas MuMo Cio3 LI3klaHs, TOT BAPYT MOCIe0Ball 3a
HUM!

— { upy no masnou HyXfe, 3a4eM TH UEIb 3a MHOU?
— Kyna Obl BBl HE 1TOIINH, g OyAy CllefoBaTh 3a BaMu. TakoB yKa3 UMIepaTopa.

LIro1 Yka yneIOHYICSA Yepes3 CUily, TTISAsS Ha 3TO XOJ0AHOe JUI0. BEITh MPHUHIIEM — 3TO APYToe AEJo,
Maxke B TyaJeT XONUIIb C ABYMS JTIOAbMHU!



[TpuHI] — 3TO MPHHII, faXke yOOopHas y Hero ocobeHHasi. OH yKe coOMpPaiCs HEMHOTO OCMOTPEThCS,
KaK BOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO IIOSIC HA Tanuu ocyiab. OmyCTHB B3I, OH YBUOET, YTO MaJIeHbKHUH
CJIyTa y2e CTOUT Ha KOJIeHSX Iepel HUM, TOMorasi eMy Pa3Bsi3aTh IOsIC.

— Ou! 4 cam.

Cnyra yOpasn pyKd, HO ocTajcs Ha KoJleHsx. Lo YK3 HeMHOT0 pacTepsics.
— Tet... Kak g 6yny nucaTs?

— ¢ momory BalemMy BEICOYECTBY.

[Tomoub? [TaxKe mucaTh HYKHO C TOMOIIbI0? Ero Mo3r Hauan 6bicTpo pabotaTts. YépT... Ykoy UHD
IEeNCTBUTEILHO OBIT M3BpalleHIeM!

— 9-3-9... Panbine y MeHs OB TaKve IPUYYOL, HO ceryac s ux u3MeHus. Tol... [Toxkanyicra, He
CTOM Ha KOJIeHSIX Tepefo MHOM, 1 He Oyny mucaThk Tebe B pOT.

— A? — Cnyra B yXkace OTIIPSIHYJ Ha3afl, Ipuas B ce0s UL Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO CeKyHA. — Baiie
BBICOYECTBO, BHI OIbaeTech. 1 IPOCTO... IPOCTO AePKY HOYHOM T'OPIIOK.

— KxM... Ax. — LIio#t Yk9 cMyIIEHHO 00/113a I'yoh.

Crnyra nopHsAJI HOYHOU T'OPILOK C 30JI0TOX OTHEJIKOM.

— Baiue BrICOUECTBO, 3TOT... HyKHO 111 MHe IepxkKaTh ero Ajis Bac?
— Jlepu, pa3Be THI X0Yelllb, YTOOH 5 ucan Tebe B poT?

— KxM... Kxm...

CHapyXu pa3fasics Kalleb.

[Toxoxke, C103 LI3pianb yembiman 3To? 1oit Yk3 cTucHyn 3yOnl. CemoBaTh 3a HUM B TyajleT — 3TO
OJHO, HO ell[é U MOACIyIIUBaTh?

— Komanpgup Cro93, 3T0 HEe COBCEM YMECTHO, He Tak JIu?

— Bare BBICOYECTBO, Xopoiine IIPUBBIYKHY IIOJIE3HEI OJIAd 300POBbS. [Inoxue IIPUYyObl BaM JIy4IlIe
IIOKa HEe OyMaThb.

— Kakue npuuyne? Kakue y MeHst npuuynbl? TH, TEL He 60nTai epyHAY!

C1os LI3pianb laxke He CTall ero CayuiaTh. [Ioka BTOPOM IIPUHII He TyMaeT 0 CaMOyOHUNCTBE U He
fesaeT TIyIoCTel, OH BEIIIOJIHUT CBOIO MHUCCHIO.

— Yro 3a mogu? — [rou YK5 3aKaTHII riasa, OTKPhIBas IITIO3H.

Cro3 LI3b1aHb OEeUCTBUTEIIBHO CTPOr0 CIefoBall yKa3y UMIlepaTopa, HEOTCTYIIHO HaXOdsCh PAAOM C
[Tro1t Y2k3 HECKOIIBKO THEU. KaX bl MeHb OH IMYHO IIPOBEPSII IPUTOTOBIIEHHOE JIEKAPCTBO,
y0exmasich, YTO OHO He OTPaBJIEHO, IpPexXfe YeM mepenaTh ero Lo Yxa.

B sToT nonpens, nocne obena, 1ok YK3 mOUyBCTBOBA CUJIBHYIO YCTAIOCTh U YCHYT Ha KyIIeTKe y
OKHa.



BHe3aImHo 0H ITOYYBCTBOBAJ IPOXJIafy Ha JI0Y U JIETKOe TIOKaIbIBaHUE.
— Ccc...

— Bame BrIcOUYeCTBO, g Bac 3agen? — Croa LI3riane DogHAN PYKy ¥ Hadal MATKO AyTh, CO3haBas
IIPOXJIaHBIM [IOTOK BO37yXa.

[Tro#t Y2k3 OTKPEHLT I'Ta3a ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hero. Moofior reHepan Ka3alcs He TaKuM, KaKdM OH ero
nomHMUI. Benp Korga Lo Yxka Bunen Cios Li3eians, TOT yKe 01 KOMaHAyiomuM Jlarepsi [IpakOHbUX
CKaKyHOB, CMEHUB CTaporo resepasua. XoTs OH ¥ ObLJI MOJIOOLIM TaJIaHTOM, HO B HEM OBLIO O0bINe
arpeccuu.

A ceitgac Cio9 1I3b1aHb, C TOPOBIM BUIOM, C YHCTBIMHU Tjla3aMu, 0e3 TO# arpeccuu, Ka3ajcs Jaxe
TEIIBIM ¥ IPUSATHBIM. B coueTaHuu ¢ ero JTUIIOM, pe3KUMHU OPOBSIMU U TTyOOKMMU, KaK 6e3[Ha,
rJla3aMH, a Teleph ellé U ¢ HagyTeIMU I'y0aMu, OyIOIMMY Ha Hero, Lio# YK3 mouyBCTBOBAT JIETKOE
BOJIHEHHE.

— Kak npusTHO...

C103 LI3p1aHb BRITPSIMUIICS, JIETKUM BETEPOK M3 OKHA pa3BeBasl ero yCH, a CJieTKa HaXMypPeHHbIe
OpoBu BhIpaxkKanu gocany u Oeccunue.

— [, He ocTaHABIMBAKCS, THl TOIBKO UTO MEHS 3afell, nponon}Kaﬁ OYTkb.

— Eciu Balie BHICOYECTBO IPOCHY/IKCD, JIyYIlle CaMyi HaHeCHTe JIeKapCTBO. 1 Yell0BeK BOGHHEIH, He
3HAI0 MEPHL.

C 3TUMHU CJI0BaMHU OH CYHYJ MaJIeHbKYI0 KOPOOOUKY C JIeKapCTBOM B pyku Lloit Yxka.
— THI TOJTBKO YTO HEIJIOXO CIpaBuiIcs. I xouy, uTobsl KoMaHaup Ci03 HaHEC MHE JIEKApCTBO.

LIroit Yk3 06bIYHO He OBLT HATJIEIM, HO TEMepb, HOCS KOXKY THpPaHa, OH PEIINII IOWTH Ha BCE. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, BCe OyOyT rOBOPHUTH Iy1oxoe 0 Yxkoy HMHe, a K Lot YK9 9TO He ©UMEeT OTHOIIEeHHS.

— Hy naBaii, momyii emie HeMHOTO.

— Tet! — Cro3 L[3bianb HaxMypuics. BTopoii mpuHI geliCTBUTENIbHO IIepelien Bce rpanulibl! OH
OCMEJINJICS U3[eBaThbCa Ham HUM?

— Xopo11o, 1 HaHeCy JIeKapCTBO BallleMy BEICOUECTBY, TOJIBKO He y0eraure.
— Kypa s y6ery? — Lloit Yk3 IIOANED TOJOBY PYKOM, AyMasi, UTO 3TO CKOPEee YIOBOILCTBHE.

C1o3 LI3p1anb B3sJT HEGPUTOBYIO MANIOYKY, 3a4ePIIHYJT OOJIBINYIO ITOPIIKI0 YEPHOM Ma3y U C CUJION
HaHEC €€ Ha MIMIIKY Ha 10y BTOPOTO IPHUHIIA.

— Ait! 910 ke cMepTh! — Lo YK3 BCKPUKHYI OT OO ¥ PE3KO MOTHSJICS C KYIIETKHU.

— Baime BbICOYeCTBO, He yOeraiiTe, Ma3b elllé He pa3Ma3aHa. — Ci03 LI3rlaHb mpuxKart 1mjiedo BTOPOro
IIpYHIIA ¥ [TaJI0YKOW IIPOBEJ 0 IINIIKE, CAeJIaB IOIHBIA KPYT.

Hapmo cka3aTb, OH pa3Ma3sal [I0BOJIbHO aKKypPaTHO, HO Ma3Hu OBIJIO CIIMIITIKOM MHOT'O, ¥ OHa IIPUJIUIIIA K
cepenuHe 10a, CIOBHO TOTOBSICh OTKPHITh TPETHH Ta3!



— Af... Ccc... Cros LI3bians! Te cnenuansHo, ma?!

C103 LI3b1aHb CcrieTKa IpUNOgHS OPOBb, B35 KyCOK OyMaru ¥ BHITED abIbl OT Ma3H.

— 4 He cMmero. Ecniu BanreMy BEICOYECTBY HEKOMGOPTHO, MOXKET, S HaHECy Ma3b elllé pa3?
— An... Ccc... — Lroir Yk3 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK y HETO MYyJIbCUPYIOT BUCKU. — HeT, HeT.
Kpacasiiel — 970 4T0-TO, C YeM JIy4llle He CBSI3bIBAThHCA. ..

— WmMnepaTop mpubsin!

['omoc eBHyXa CHapyxKu 3acTaBui L{oi YK5 olLlelleHeTh.

VimnepaTop? UmMnepatop Hun? Yto genats? Uto menats? YTO, €y OH MOUMET, 4TO 5 He Uxkoy VHB?
Yro, ecnu OH 3alaCT BOIIPOCH], HA KOTOPHIE 51 He CMOT'y OTBeTUTH? U erme...

— Komanmup Cio3, Kak MHe 06paIiaThCs K UMIIepaTopy?
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