YepHOBOIOCHY MOJIOLOM 4eJI0BEeK HalpaBuiicsd K npyny bunus:
— IIpocTo x04y CMEHUTL 00CTaHOBKY.

LI3u JIu «crmy4aidHO» IIPOXOMKIT MEMO 3aHETO 3ajla ¥ 3aMeTHJI Ha CTYIeHsX Iepel HUM KOT0-TO
CEeporo, MelaHX0IUYHO CMOTPSIIETO B HE6O.

— [ToueMy THI 3[leCh CUAMIIL? — CIIPOCHUJI OH, OPOCHB B3TJIIM B CTOPOHY 3aHETr0 3ajla, B ero riasax
MEJIbKHYJIO TIOHUMaHuUe.

Manenbkuii OTHEHHBIY (PEHUKC, YCIIBIIIAB 9TO, YHBIJIO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HEero, BO B3rJIsfe YuTanach
obuma.

— Yuk-4yupuK! — IpOmUIaN OH, CJIOBHO OOBUHSS.
JIrogu Takue npotuBHLIE! Ero BhirHamu!

[Ipomno yKe HeCKOJIBKO 4acoB C TeX op, Kak LI3u Jlu yinen, 1 ¢ MOMeHTa ero otbe3na E AHb
Oonbile He pasroBaprBai ¢ KajmonHOM. ITO MoT4aHKe IIPOJO0JIKAJIOCh, TIOKA OH He BEPHYJICS B CBOIO
KOMHATY, He YMBIJICS U He JIeT B IOCTETIb.

OH He cpasy 3acHyJ, a JiexaJsl, yCTPEMUB B3IJISAL B IIyCTOTY, [I0JIOKUB I'OJIOBY Ha PYKH, CJIOBHO O YeM-
TO PA3MBILIIISS.

B TeMHOTe pa3pacs efiBa CIHIIHEIN 3ByK. OH y3Hall, 4TO 3TO OBIJT 3BYK OTKpHIBaolleics geepu. OH
He TIOIIEeBEeJIUIICS, COXPaHss IPEeXHIO 103y, CNylias, Kak JeTKue Iary MoCTeNeHHO
npuOIuKaoTCsA. B TUIIMHE, MUIIEHHON BU3YalbHBIX OILIYIIEHUHN, CIIyX CTAHOBUIICS €Ille OCTPEee, U OH
IIOYTH MOT CJIBIIIATH OhIXaHUE YeJI0BeKa, CTOSIIEro mepel KPoBaThio — OHO OBII0 HEPOBHBIM, CJIOBHO
TOT ClIePKUBaJl HallPsKEeHNe.

KpoBats cierka nporaysuack, KOrga KT0-TO OIIyCTUJICS PALOM C HUM Ha KOJIEHU.
— Kt0 ThI? — Hapyumun Mmonvyanue E fAHb.

OH, KOHEYHO, 3HaJI, 4YTO 3TO0 OBl pebeHOoK, KoToporo oH mpuBe3 u3 Jleca Tricsiun KaMHel, moaToMy
€ro BOIIPOC 3aKJI0YasICs B OPYTOM.

KarnouH 3Has, YTO OH He CIUT, U He ynuBuicsa. OH TakxkKe IIOHUMaJI, 0 YeM eTo CIIPAIIuBalOT, U He
cobuparscs CKpeiBaTh. Ellle B TOT MOMEHT, KOTIa OH BOCCTAHOBUJI IIAMSITh, OH XOTeJI pacCKa3aTh BCe,
HO CJIy4YalHO CTOJIKHYJICS C BHEe3allHOU IIepeMeHO! B XapakTepe E fAHs, u 3T0 3apepxkKaro ero.

— K»a7ouH, — OTBETUII OH U 00BSICHUIT:
— C mMouM TenoM IIPOXU30MIJIN HEKOTOPEIE USMEHEHHU S, II03TOMY...

E fup npomomyan. He motomy, uTo Obin yauBiieH. Ha camoM gerie, y HETo yKe ObLJIA TOAO3PEHUS C
TeX Mop, Kak 1[3u JIu ymoMsHyJ 0 ero S-ypoBHE OYXOBHOU CUIBL. PeIKOCTh S-ypoBHS OblJIa H3BECTHA
BCEM, U €OUHCTBEHHBLIM 3apEeTHCTPUPOBAHHEIM ciiydaeM B iMnepuu 61 cam uMiepaTop — Kanous.

Ero mosyanue OBITIO MMPOCTO MIOTOMY, YTO OH He 3HaJI, KaK ce0s BECTH C 9TUM YEeJIOBEKOM.
— A KTO TOTfIa TOT, KTO HaxomuTcs Bo [IBopiie Iapmenus? — crupocun E fHb.

Xot4 oH, Oynydu yennoBeKoM Oe3 amOuiuii, He 0c000 UHTePeCcoBaICs MOJIUTUKON, OH 3HAJI, YTO



MMIIEpaTOp HaxomuTcs BO [IBopue I'apaenus.
K»57101H 4eCcTHO OTBETHUII:
— JTO0 MO¥ Mexa BalsHb.

Hy 4To X, Temeps IOCIeNHUH BOIIPOC OTIIAJ, ¥ eMy IIPHUIIIOCH IPUHATH 3TOT (PakT. PeOeHoK,
KOTOpOro OH npuBe3 u3 Jleca Tricsiun KamMHen, BOPYT IIpeBpaTUiICS B CUSIOIIEr0 UMIepaTopa
Nmvnepun!

EMy coBceM He XOTeJI0Ch IPUHUMATE 3Ty IIepeEMEHY!

— Trl He BepHEIIbCS? — BAPYT CIPOCUIT OH, BCIIOMHUB paHee 00CyKIaeMyio TeMy.
Torga oH IOTYy4uJI OTPULIATENIBHBIN OTBET, U TEIePhb XOTeNl IIOATBEPAUTE 3TO CHOBA.
CHoBa K37101H He CKPBIJI CBOUX HaeX.A:

— TeI mouaenb CoO MHOK?

E AHb, HE 3ayMBIBASCh:

— Her.

KaowH 3aMorya u3-3a ero 6e30roBOPOYHOro 0TKa3a. Yepes HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, CJIOBHO YTO-TO
BCIIOMHMB, OH THXO IIPOH3HEC:

— Mucc Cy Toxe Bo3BpaiaeTcs B UMIepCKyio CTONIHILY.
E fIlnp mocMOTpen B €ro CTOPOHY, XOTS B TEMHOTE OH HUYETO He BULEN:
— Oro 3abora Jlu Ysubu.

MomnuaHue Teneps npuHamiexkano Kamouny. Ero yyBcTBa Obimu cimoxubiMuU. OH 3Has, 4TO E AHD —
ato JIy fIHB, ¥ B 3TOM He coMHeBascs. Ho 4enoBek, KOTOPOTo OH J00UIT MHOTO JIET, B €T0 OTCYTCTBUE
oOpaTusl BHUMaHUe Ha XKEeHIUHY.

OH HEeMHOTO 3aBHIO0BAJI, IPU3HAJI OH.

Y HeMHOr0 papoBascs, 4To, XoTs JIy dHb, KOTOPOTo OH J00us1, 06paT/I BHUMaHKE Ha XKEHITUHY, 110
Pa3HBIM IPUYUHAM OHU HE COILUINCH, U, CYOs II0 BCEMY, OH yKe OTKa3asics oT 3Toro. OH 3Hal ero, u
Jly dup npomnioro, u E Aub HacTosIIer0 — 9T0 OBIT YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIH, IPUHSB pellleHue, He MeHSI
€ro JIerKo.

Ipyrumu cjoBaMu, OHA yKe BHIObIIA U3 UTPHL.

B tumvine E Aub BOpyr cen. Y3-3a CMeHBHI II03bI PACCTOSIHUE MeXKIy HUMU COKPaTUJIOCh HaCTOJIbKO,
YTO UX ObIXaHUe IIePEIIeNnoch.

— 3a Koro TH MeHs nprHUMaels? — E AHb OblI clierka pa3gpaxeH YIOPCTBOM, C KOTOPHIM TOT
X0TeJl 3a0paTh ero B IMIIepCKyI0 CTOJHUIIY.

OH HepmoJTO MPOBETI BpeMeHU ¢ peOeHKOM, U ecyii OBl He OBITI0 APYTroil IPUYKMHEL [JIST €T0
HACTOWYMBOCTH, OH OBl HUKOT/Ia HE TIOBEPUJL.



— Jly fAug?

OH nmomHwUJ, Kak 113u JIu Ha3kIBaJ €ro Tak, I03TOMY HEeyOUBUTENbHO, YT0 KamouH, Oynydu ApyroM
L13u JIu, Mor Tak myMarTh.

Kamoun cierka ynuBuiICs, HO C HEOTIPeeIeHHBIM BRIPaXKeHUEM CKa3al:
— Ecnu 51 ckaxy Tebe, 4TO TH U €CThb OH, THl IIOBEPUIIIH?
— ThI MOXKelllb TPHKa3aTh MHE TIOBEPUTh, — OTBET ObLI ITOJIOH CapKa3Ma.

E fIub meficTBUTEIBHO OBITT HEMHOTO pa3fapaxeH. II0CTOSHHO OBITh IPUHSTEIM 3a IPYTOr0 YejloBeKa
— Yy Hero ObUIM IPUYUHEL 7151 pa3fpazkeHus.

Kamoun xe yneOHYICS:
— [ToaToMy He mymaii CIUIIKOM MHOTO.

E flup Gosbilie He TOBOPUII. K3/IOMH MPOTSHYI PYKY, YTOOHI B3SITh €r0 3a pyKy. Korma Temmoe, MIrkoe
IPUKOCHOBeHUe pebeHKa nepepanock emy, E Hb pedieKTOpHO [epHY manblleM, HO He 0TKa3acs
OT 3TOTO0 TeIlIa.

— E fAHb... — K9/10MH OHU3UJI TOJIOC, IPOU3HOCS €ro UM, U AEeTCKUU T'0JIOCOK pa3fasics B TEMHOTE.

B omHo MrHoBeHue E SAHb cMATYMICS, U MAJIeHbKOE pa3gpakeHue, KOTOPoe TOJIbKO YTO BO3HUKIIO,
ucyessno 6e3 ciena.

— Tel elie He mOMEIIb CIIATh? — CIPOCHII OH.

XOTsI OH 3HAJI, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK TOJILKO BHITTIAE] KaK peOeHOK, a Ha caMOM fejie ObLJT CUTbHEIM U
HEIOoCSITaeMbIM, B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BCE PaBHO He MOT He BOCIPHHMMAThL €r0 KaK BOCbMHUJIETHETO
pebeHKa, KOTOPOI'o OH IIPUBE3.

— Xopo110, — JIeTKUii, BeCebi TOH IPO3ByYa, U «pebeHoK» caM 3a0pasics mof 0fesiyio, IPUIeKHO
YCTPOUBIINCH PAXOM. — CIIOKOMHOM HOYH.

E fHB: «...» JT0 OBIJIO HE COBCEM TO, YTO OH cebe mpencTaBIsi!

[TockombKy OH moroBopuiics ¢ [[IBoitHoe [IepeBo] cHrpaTh B OUTBY Ha MeXa, B 9TOT AeHb OHH, KaK U
Ob1110 ycnoBneHo, Bouutk B CeTh. XoTs K30uH, BOCCTaHOBUB IIAMSTh, TOTEPSI HHTEPEC K TaKUM
Urpam.

TonbpKO BOM[S B BUPTYaIbHYIO CeTh, E fHBL momyunn nmaBuHy coobiienuit oT [a BaHa, KOTOPEIH ¢
BOCTOPIOM coo01as, 94To B KoMHaTe f127 mpoucxXomuT snudeckasi OMTBa, ¥ 3BaJl €0 MOCIIEITUTh
IIOCMOTPeTh. He B cujax BEIHECTH ero OOJITOBHIO M BHIS, UTO Ha3HaUYeHHOe BPeMs ellle He
HACTYIIXJIO, OH B35/ K30rHa U TeflenopTupoBascad B KoMHaTy f127.

Korpma oHu BOUIIM B KOMHATY, BEICOKHAY YEPHBEIA MeXa PYXHYJ Ha 3eMJIIO ITOCJIe Yoapa HOHHOM IYIIKU
IPOTUBHUKA, ¥ OMTBA 3aKOHYMIIACh. Pa3manuch KpUKHU, U obenuTensb, yopaB Mexa, C 3aCTEHYUBON
yNBIOKOM Ha JIHIIE.

9to Obin [[IBOMHOE [lepeBo].

— Twt ono3pan! — [Ta Baub 3ametun E Aug B yriy u 3akpudan. — Yept! Ecnu OBl TH IpUien



IIopaHbIlle, TH OBl YBUEN, KaK MacTep YHUXKaeT MaJIeHbKOro KpeBeTKy! Y KpeBeTKU HET IIaHCOB
IIPOTUB MacTepa, Th(y, OH axe He CMOT COMPOTUBIAThCS! A elrle caM BbI3Basicst Ha Oou! Xa, muiio
€ro ceryac ropuT OT CTHIAA...

HecmoTps Ha IyM B KOMHATe, TIe CMeIIMBaJIuCh pa3Hele rooca, [la BaHb CBOMM IPOMKUM T'OJIOCOM
IpoOuCs CKBO3b BCe, yoapuB o 6apabanHbIM nepenoHkaM E dHs. OueBUOHO, OH OBLT HE
eOUHCTBEHHBLIM, KTO IocTpaman. E fIHp 3aMeTusn, Kak ero pykaB OepHYJCS, U OH TOCMOTPENT BHU3,
yBUEB, 4TO K97TOMH yKa3kIBae€T B CTOPOHY.

E dHp mocmoTpen Tyma ¥ yBUAEN, UTO NPOTUBHUK [[]BoMHOe [lepeBo] yxKe BHIIIEN U3 MeXa U C
MpayHBIM JIUIIOM CMOTpen Ha [la BaHa. 9TOT MpayHblil MOJIOfOM YeI0BEK ObLJI eMy 3HAaKOM — 3TO
on1 JIu YsHBH.

E d#E: «...» ¥ Hero BOpyr mosgBUIOCSH IIJIOX0€ IIPEAYyBCTBUE. ..

EnBa aTa MBIC/Ih IIPOMEJIbKHYJIAa B €T0 T0JI0Be, Kak [la BaHb, MpoOUBIIKCH CKBO3b TOJIITY, OOHSI €To,
TIPUHSB M03Y «JIYYIIUX OPY3Eh».

— Jloy-moy, 0 4eM THI 3agyMancs?!
E d#p 9BHO OYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK B3r14f JIu YsHBY, ONTHBIM HEHaBUCTH, IIE€PEKIIIOYUIICS Ha HETO...
E dup: «...»

B atoT MoMmeHT [[IBoiiHOE [lepeBo] TOXe 3aMeTUN UX U APYKento0Ho yiaeOHyncs... E AHb
II0YYBCTBOBaJI, KaK 3TOT B3IJIAf, IOCTOSHHO HAIIPABJIEHHBIN Ha HUX, CJIOBHO IIPEBPATUJICS B HOX,
TOTOBBLIM COOPATh C HETO KOXKY!

Ha camowm fene, oH OBL1 COBepIIeHHO HEBHHOBEH. OH 6ecCTpacTHO MomyMarl.

[IIBoiiHOe [lepeBo] momoIieN K HUM, ¥ 3pUTEJIHM PACCTYIUIKCh, faBas eMy gopory. OH, Hac/laxkaasich
IIPUBUJIETUSIMHU MacTepa, CIIOKOWHO MPOIIeNl CKBO3b TOJIY U OKA3aJICs Iepel HUMH.

— Bel mpunuiy, XoTUTe HavyaTh ceryac?
Hauyats? ButBy?! Tosma B3opBanacs.

— 41 BrI3BIBalo Tebs Ha 60! — romnoc JIu YsHbu pa3pmancs 3a cruHoi [[IBoiiHOoe [lepeBo], MoTHbIN
CIOepX1BaeMOro rHeBa, HO HalleJleHHbIM Ha E AH4.

KomHaTa MrHOBEHHO 3aTHXJIa, TOpaXkeHHas 9TUM HeOXUJaHHBIM ITI0BOPOTOM COOBITHI.
E fup GeccTpacTHO CMOTpPEN Ha HETo, IIeBeIbHYB I'y0aMu:
— 4 He urpar B mMexa.

— Xa, HU4YTOXeCTBO!
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