— Xouers yATH? — ycMexHyncs Cy FO#, ero nauio, MOKPHITOE MPHIaMH, BEITIISIIENI0 OTBPATUTEIIBHO.
— THI CITPOCHUIT MOETO pa3peIleHus?

E AHb mOCMOTpEN Ha HET0 C HeJOYMEeHUEM:
— Pa3Be 4 He cnpamuBalo Te0s ceriyac?

Cy HO# 3amep, ero nuiio UCKa3uioch emie 6omnbie. He roBopst Oosblilie HU CI0Ba, OH IIPUKa3ajl CBOUM
JIOSIM Ha4yaTh APaKy. TH JIOAU OB MTPOCTO (GU3NIECKH CUIIbHBIMU OOBIBATEISIMU, HE MacTepaMu
(GhaHTOMHEIX 3Bepell U He MUIOTaMK MeXH, HO MX CHJIa U JKeCTOKOCTh KOMIIEHCUPOBAJIX HEIOCTAaTOK
HABBIKOB, OHHU OUIM 110 XKU3HEHHO BaXKHBIM TOUKAM.

E fIup, Bommpeku cBoeMy D-ypOBHIO TeHOB, BOBCce He Obln ciabakoM. Ero ymaps! ObUIM TOYHBIME U
OBICTPBIMHU, YKIIOHEHUST — I'PAlMO3HEIMU U 9P GeKTUBHEIMU. CyOs 110 3TOMY, OH He ITOXOIUIT Ha
obnagarenst D-ypoBHS T€HOB.

Pa3o6paBIich C OCIeIHUM IPOTUBHUKOM, E fIHL OyCTUIT PYKU U TOCMOTPETT Ha OLIEJIOMJIEHHOTO
Cy HOs.

— V BTOpOr0 I0HOTO TOCIIONKHA eIlé eCTh Heria?

Cy 01t 6n1n B moke. Heyxkemnu 3TOT 4eI0BeK OeNCTBUTENIbHO ObII HUKYEMHBIM 06J1afgaTesem
nBorHoro D-ypoBHs? IToueMy OH OKa3aJjiCcs He TaKuM, Kak oH cebe mpencTaBisn? ['me xe ommnbka?

E fIup Gomnbirte He obpalan Ha HEr0 BHUMAHUS U HAIIPaBUIICS OOMOM. BRIOS U3 Mmepeyka, OH
3aMeTHJI YeJIoBeKa, IPUCIOHUBLIET0CS K CTeHe, KOTOPHIN, Ka3aloch, Ha0monan 3a TPOUCXOIIIIuM
yKe HEKOTOpoe BpeMs.

— He oxwupmarn, 4To y Te0s eCTh KeJlaHWe UTPaTh B NETCKUE UTPHI.
E dHb ocTaHOBUIICS, ClETKa YAUBIEHHBIN:

— Tor oOpataelbcst Ko MHE?

YenoBek HaXMypPHUJIICH:

— Trl CHOBa IPUTBOPSEIILCS, YTO HE 3HAEIIb MEHS?

E AHb oTBETHI:

— 41 mericTBUTENbHO TeOs 3Ha10. HecKombKOo mHeH Halap s motpaTtuil 200 3Be3MHBIX MOHET, YTOOB!
IIOCJIyIIaTh TBOM YPOK, KOTOPHIM OKa3aJscs AJIs MeHsI OeCII0Ie3HbIM.

— Jly 418, s He oXupas, YTO TH CIIpPsAYellbCcsd 30ech, — CKa3as Li3u JIu, 3By4asno 3T0 C HeTeplIeHueM.
— A rme ummepatop?

— Ecnu THI HMeellb B BUAY TOTO XK€ UMIIepaTopa, 4YTOo U 5, TO, BEPOSITHO, OH HaXOAUTCS B MMnepckou
cronutie, Bo gBopue I'apaenus? Moxet ObTh? KTo 3HaeT? — E fAHBL TepmenuBo 00bICHS YeJI0BEKY C
TUTYJIOM «MacTep», KOTOPHIM, Ka3anoch Obl, He NOJIKeH ObUT UMEeTh C HUM HUYero obugero. — U eg,
Mos pamumnusg — E.

LI3u JIu HaXMypHUIICS eIlé CUTbHee, YBUIEeB HCKPEHHOCTD B T7Ia3ax co0ecemHrKa. ITO 03HAYaJ0, YTO
TOT TOBOPWJI ITPABAY... 3HAYUT, OH OIIUOCS YeTI0BEKOM?



Ho onu O6bUIM TaK IOX0XM, KakK [Be KallIk BoOwl, Ha Toro JIy fHs, KOTOPOTO OH 3Hal.
MoxeT ObITh, TOTEPS MaMATH?

E fup, 3aMeTUB ero 3aMelIaTeIbCTBO, CIeTKa YCMEeXHYJIICA:

— YV MeHs HeT [IOTepY aMATH, MOM BOCIIOMUAHAHMS B IIOJTHOM IIOPSIIKE.

— Kt0 THI? — cnpocun Li3u JIu, He 3Has, BEPUTHL €My UJIU HET.

— E dus.

3pauku LI3u JIu cy3unuck u3-3a CX0XKECTU UMEH.

E f1Hb XOTEJ YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT MPUOIHKAIOIIUECS IIary mpepBanu ero. OH
TIOBEPHYJICS ¥ YBUOEN, UTO K HUM UAET E fH.

— Yro TH menaems? — npuOnu3uBIIKUCh, E dH 3aMeTnnn HeOonbIIoN cuHSK Ha nulle E dHS U cpasy
ke 3abecnokouncs. — Trl paHeH?

— JTO BCEro JIUIIG lapanuHa, — E dHb ocTaHOBU peOEHKA, KOTOPHIU XOTET HAKJIOHUTh €T0 TOJIOBY,
4yTOOH paccMoTpeTh. — Bcé B mopsimke. Ha camoMm merne, 370 gaxke He paHa.

PeGEHOK HaxMypuics, mocMoTpen Ha LI3u JIu ¢ mogo3peHneMm:
— 9T0 0oH Tebs paHuUN? — B3T/IsIHYB Ha HETO, OH TOXKe YOUBHUJIICS, BEIb 3TO XKe€...
— Her.

L3u JIu, rngas Ha nosiBuBLIEerocs pebeHKa, a 3aTeM Ha E fIHs, He MOT CKpBITh CBOETo youBjeHus. OH
3aMep Ha MTHOBeHHUe, TpoOOPMOTaB:

— OueHb UHTEPECHO...
OH mepecTan My4YUThCSI BOITPOCOM O TTOTepe namsaTu E JdHS u npefcTaBUicsS 000uM:

— 3mpaBCTBYUTE, MeHS 30BYT LI3u JIu, 1 u3 UMmnepcKo CTONMULEL, S 30eCh pafgy siilla OTHEHHOTO
dennkca. Hagetocs, Bl He OymeTe MPOTHB MOETO ITPUCYTCTBUS.

E dHb, BUAS, 4TO OH BCE MOHSJ, U He IpHaBas 3HaueHUs IPOXU30IIeqIIeMy, CKa3al:
— dia orHeHHOTO eHUKCa 3[ech 6oblle HET, ero Kynumna ceMmbs Cy.

— XM, — LI3u JTu, Ka3anock, OB PAaBHOAYIIIEH K CBOEH IeIl — SIHIly OTHEHHOT0 (eHHUKCa, He CTal
3a7aBaTh JIUIIHUX BOIIPOCOB, HO CKA3aJl:

— TToka OHO He BBITYIIUTCS, HUYETO Hellb3s yTBepXKaaTh... MOXKeIllb pacCka3aTh MHe 0 PeGEHKe
psmoM ¢ To6oii?

Ha o6paTtHoM myTu B3rnsg E fIHa MOCTOSTHHO BO3Bpalllaics K MaleHbKOMY CHHSKY Ha nute E dHs,
ero ryia3a ObUIM MONTHEL 3a60TH U OeCrmoKoicTBa. UyBCTBYS €ro B3IJIAH, «paHeHb» E AHb coxpaHsn
KaMeHHOe BEIpazkeHue Julia.

— Ha 4T0 THI CMOTpUIIIL? — HAKOHEL OH He BhIAepKall U CIIPOCUIL.



E fH He cTan CKphBaTh:

— Ha Te0s.

E AHb oTBETHI:

— Heyxenu THl BOPYT HOHSJ, YTO S [I0OX0XK Ha XPYIKOE CTEKJIO?
— ... — E 91n 3amep. — 1 mpocTO BONHYIOCH 3a Tebs.

E fIup HUYero He cKa3aj, IPOTSIHYJ PYKY ¥ B3BEPOLIU ero BojaoCH. E fH BEIPBAJICS U3-TIOM €r0 PyKU
U CEepLE3HO CKa3al:

— He oTHOCHCEH KO MHE KaK K Pe0EHKY.

YcnrimaB 310, E b cnerka ynei0uysncs. Y E dHsT 06br9HO OBIZIO MajIo 3MOITMH Ha JIUIe, I03TOMY ero
ynbIOKa 3acTaBUiia KOT'0-TO 3aCTHITh HA MECTe.

[Tox mpucTanbHBIM B3rIsAa0M E fIHL BEIDOBHSII T'y0ObI, TOCMOTPEN Ha HETO U IIeBeJIbHYII rybaMu:
— CKOIBKO TebOe JIeT, TI0-TBOEMY ?
E du: ...

Oxu Oombllle He pa3roBapuBaIy, MOI4a JOLIIK 10 OMA, KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[ja U3 COCEHETro
roma BhIIen [la BaHb B ogHUX TpycaxX. YBULEB UX, OH Cpa3y XKe YIBIOHYIICS, ero JIUI0 ObUIO IOKPHITO
OTPOMHBIMY TEMHBIMU KpyraMu Iof rna3aMu. HecMoTps Ha 00/le3HEHHEIN BUJ, €T0 JIUI0 BEIPaXKaso
yIOBJIETBOPEHUE.

— Ho, oy Hoy...
— CKOIBKO BPEMEHH THI IIPOBETI, CMOTPS IIOPHO? — TIpepBan ero E AHb.

[Ia Banb 3aMep C MOOHATOM IIPaBOM PYKOM, OH MeXaHU4Y€eCKU IIOBEPHYII III€I0 U IOCMOTPEN Ha
acketnyHoe o E dus:

— Kax ThI MOoxKeIIb OBITh TAKUM TIOLUTHIM ¥ HETIPUJIMYHBIM?! — ejBa OH IIPOU3HEC 3TH
00BHHUTEJIbHBEIE CJIOBA, KAK CHOBA 3axuxuKayl. — CKaxu, KTO Tebs TaK UCIIOPTUI?

E fIup He cTan obOpaliaTh Ha HETO BHUMaHHUS.
[la BaHb, He OIy4uB OTBETA, NepeKIounics Ha E fAHa:

— 3aMeTu i TH YTO-TO CTPAaHHOE B CBOEM OpaTe? OH CMOTPHUT KaKue-HuOyIb HEMOOXO/sInye
cauTe? OH CIUIIKOM OJIM3K0 00II[aeTcs C KeM-TO...

E dup B3an E fIHa 3a pyKy u 3aBén B noM, [la Baub mocnemoBan 3a HUIMH, HO TOJIBKO OH ITOOHS
IIpaByIo HOTY, KakK MeTaJlInyeckas IBepPh 3aXJIOMHYJIAach IIepef ero HOCOM, TIETKUM BETEPOK
B3BEPOIIUJIT €TI0 BONIOCHL.

Ila Banb 3aMep B 1103€e «30JI0TOTO IeTyxa» C MOAHATON HOTOH.

Yepe3 HECKOIHKO MUHYT Pa3falich SPOCTHHIE CTYKU B JBEDb.



E fnv oTKpELI ABeps, U [la Ba"s BopBasica BHYTPS, I1a4a:

— oy [Ioy, KaK Thl MOXKeIIbh OBITh TAaKUM KecToKuM! Takol Kpacasel], Kak 5, KaK Thl MOT 3aKPHITh
OBepb nepen MouM HocoM? Kak Tel MOT?!

Ero npeyBenuyeHHas urpa He TPOHYJa JiefsiHoe cephle E AHs, HO ero BOIIK OBLIM HACTOIHKO
TPOMKHKMH, UYTO BEI3BIBAJIK T'0JIOBHYIO 00Jib. E fHL He BEIAEpIKal U IOTEP BUCKU:

— 3ayeM TH BOOOIIEe TPUIIET?
Ia BaHb gpaMaTH4YeCKU TPEKPATHII ITJIAKATh U IUPOKO YIIHIOHYIICS:

— ¢ mpuIén mogemuThCS C BaMU CBOEH pamocThio! Most Mexa HaKOHEI[-TO BHIIITA U3 HU3KOTO YPOBHS
¥ TIOJIHSJIACh 0 YETBEPTOro! ITO pe3yabTaT Moei 6eCCOHHON HOYM!

E fIub He mposBIsAI 0co00ro HHTEpPeca K ero Mexe, 3aTo Mon4aBuuil E AH BOCXUIIEHHO axHYI.
— Mexa? — CIpoCHuI OH, Tlla3a CBePKallk OT HHTEpeca.

Ia BaHb CaMOIOBOJILHO YIILIOHYICS:

— Himenno! 3aBupgyemb? Ha3oBu MeHs cTapinuM OpaToM, U s MOKaxy Tebe, Kak 3To paboTaeT!
E dHb CIOKOWHO CKa3an:

— DTO0 BCero Ul BUPTyasibHasd Urpa.

K ero oxnmaxparomeMy KoMmMeHTapuio [la Bass yXe IPUBLIK, B TAKUX CUTYalUsAX JIy4Ille IPOCTO
UTHOPUPOBATE €ro cjioBa!

Ho E dHb ObIT IIpaB, 9TO AENUCTBUTEILHO OBbIJIa BCETO JIAIIL BUPTYalbHasd Urpa, HO... 04EHD
3axBaThIBalomast! Y Kaxmoro rpaxmanrHa MMmepun eCTh MeuTa 0 KPOBaBHIX OMTBaX, ¥ MexXa
BBI3HIBAET CMEIIAHHEIE YYBCTBA JII00BU U HeHaBUCTH. OOHAKO M3-3a OTPAaHUYEHUH Ha yIIPaBIeHUe
MeX0H1 He BCe MOTYT IIOJIy4YUTh JOCTYII K Hel, I09TOMY OHJIalH-UTPEL C MEXOU Cpa3y Ke 3aBOeBajlu
MIONYJISIPHOCTh CPEU UTPOKOB.

Wrpa menutcs Ha OMMHOYHEIE ¥ KOMaHOHEE 601, T00efa B KOTOPHIX IPUHOCUT OYKH, ITIOMOTaoIINe
yIy4muTh Mexy. KomaunHEle 601 IPUHOCAT O0JIbIIE 0YKOB, YeM OOUHOYHEBIE, UTPOKU MOTYT
CaMOCTOSITEJIBHO OPTaHKW30BHIBaTh OO UK CHCTeMa MOXKeT IIOA0MpaTh COIEPHUKOB Ha OCHOBE UX
pEeuTHUHTa.

E fIup He mio0uUI UTpaTh B BUPTYaIbHYIO MeXy U HAKOTHA He Ipo0oBas, B oTinuure oT [la BaHa,
KOTOPHIM OblT paHaToM. [10 ero cioBaM, OH «HacCJaxmancs YyBCTBOM IIPEBOCXOMCTBA Haf
IIPOTUBHUKAMM», XOTS, 110 MHeHUI0 E fAHs, ero yaie 6umnu.

— f Toxke xouy urpats, — r7a3a E fIHa 3aropenucs, y3HaB IpaBuiia UIpel, OH cMoTpesl Ha E fdHg,
IIOJIHBIA OXKUOAHUS.

E flHp He X0Tes MIPOU3HOCUTE CJI0Ba OTKa3a.
Hrak...

Tpoe OmHOBPEMEHHO BOLIJIYA B BUPTYaJIbHYIO ceTh, E f1H 3apeructpupoBacs B urpe u BMecTe C [la
BaneM Bouen B mycTyio KoMHaty, E dHb ocTancs HabnogaTeneM.
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