— KT0 9T0 ORI, KTO THCTUII MHE, TOBOPS, UTO, CTAB UMIIEPATOPOM, s OyAy eIUHCTBEHHEIM, KOMY BCE
noguyuHsoTcsa? — Csio FOumans 3aan BOIpoc ¢ HeOpexkHOM JIETKOCThIO, eT0 TOJI0C 3ByYall IEHUBO,
CJIOBHO BHE3aIlHO HaJIeTeBIINY BeCEHHUM BETED.

[Tpo1io HeMaso BpeMeHH, a B OTBET OH IIOJTyYHII JIUIIL 3TOT 6€300uIHbIH Bompoc. EBHYX BaH He
3HAJI, IIJIaKaTh MY WJIM CMESThCS — Halll UMIIepPaTop, C CaMOT0 POXKAEeHUS MpefHa3HaYeHHbIHN ObITh
HaCJIeMHUKOM IIPECTOJIa, C JeTCTBa 06J1afas BhIalolneiics BHELITHOCTHIO, @ CIIOKOMHOE U
IIpoliBeTallee TOCyapCcTBo, 60raTCTBO U CllaBa, Ka3ajoCh, CaMy 1A eMy B pykKu. To, Uero gpyrue
He MOTJIU [IOCTHYh 32 HECKOJIBKO XKU3HEH, OH MOJTYUUII C CAMOT0 poxaeHus. OmHaAKO ero Xxapakrep
CTAHOBUJICS BCe Oojiee HEIOHSTHBIM.

Anp ®oH, TEeJIOXPAaHUTEJIb, KaK BCETrda O0CTaBaJICA XOJIOOHBIM, KdK JIE[, 1 HpHMOJ'II/IHefIHI:IM, KakK
HHUKOTro4a:

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, 9710 661 crioBa Ee BenuuectBa MMnepaTpuiis-MaTepH.

Cso HOiimmaHb 0CTaHOBUIICS, TOOHST B3rIaA Ha AHb O9Ha, ero MpeKpacHbIe r'aa3a, I0X0XKKWe Ha IIBETH
IepCrKa, HaOJIHUIIUCh HEBRIPA3UMBIM CMBICIIOM, HO OH HAYEro He CKa3all.

Korma Ha Tebs MO0 CMOTPST, MaXKe TaKO¥ XOJIOOHBIM YelloBeK, Kak AHb ®3H, He MOXKET BHIIEPKATh.
OpHaKO OH BCe ellle YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 HEBUHOBHBIM, lepXkKa Med B PyKaX, OH IIOKJIOHUIICS U
IIOIBITAJICS OIPaBAaThCA:

— 910 meWcTBUTENBHO ObUTH cioBa Ee BennuecTtBa MiMmepaTpuis-MaTepH, s He Omu0Cs.

Cso HOumanb yKa3asn Ha AHb ®3Ha, yipi0Ka He ITOKKUaia ero Jinila, Ho U3 eT0 YCT BHIPBAJIUCh ABa
CJI0Ba, ITOJIHBIX CKPHEITOTO CMBICIIA:

— YecTHHIH.

YBupes, uTo umnepaTop yxonut, EBHyx Bau nocrnemun 3a HuM. 3aMeTUB PACTEPSAHHOCTD Ha JIULE
Aub ®3Ha, 0H He y[epaKaJics 0T TOro, YTOOH IaTh EMY COBET:

— Thl gerCTBUTENBHO AyMaellsb, 4To Ero BennyecTBo He MOMHUT 3TOr0?
— Ecnu OMHHUT, 3a4eM TOrfa CIpalinBaeT?

— Heporena. — EBHyX BaH MaxHy/1 CBOel METEJIKOM, B3OXHYB, YTO 3TOT YeJI0BEK COBEPIIEHHO
Oe3HamekeH, MeUCTBUTENLHO Oe3HameKeH.

Tak Ha3kIBaeMoe «CHamoObe HEOOXKUTENIEH C TOPH [JyHIN» — 9TO MU0, KOTOPhIEe U3TOTOBISI 1a0C
LlanbsH B Xxpame Cioixs Ha rope [IyHNIH. A TPOUCXOXKAEHHE 3TOT0 «CHa00bsI HeO0KUTeIeln» TECHO
CBSI3aHO C HBIHEITHKUM uMnepaTtopoM Cso KuiraHeM.

Korga Csio IOiimanio ObIIO IECTH JIET, OH TsIKeso 3aborer, y Hero Obljia BEICOKas TeMIlepaTypa, 1
7eKapyu He MOTJIM IIOMOYb. B oTYassHUM MMIepaTpuila, HECMOTPS Ha HACMEIIKHU OKPYKAIOIIHX,
pelIuIa OTIPaBUTh MaJIeHbKOTO HAc/IeMHMKa B XpaM Co#x9, YTOOBI «CTaphIi HEOOKUTEIb» 0CMOTPEIT
€ero.

9TUM «CTapeiM HeboxkuUTeeM» ObIT Jaoc LIaHbsH.

Bo3MoxHO, cTaphi HE0OOXKUTENL NEVCTBUTENLHO 001aian HeKOM 00KeCTBEeHHOM CUIION, U
HACJIeHWK, KOTOPBIYA OBITT HA TPAHKW CMEPTH, ITOCIe JTeYeHus BePHYJICS K XKu3HH. C Tex mop



MTOKOMHBIN HMIIEPATOp CTajl emie OoJjiee 6J1arOCKJIOHEH K JaocaM XpaMa Cro11x3, ¥ BO BCeX BaXKHEIX
menax oH 00s3aTeNbHO 06paH.IaJ'IC$I K TaoCy HaH"bﬂHy 3a IIpeaCKa3aHuAMH.

I[Tocne Toro, kak Cso FOiimans craccs 0T CMepTH, OH TakKXKe CTaJl Bce O0JIbllle BEpUTh B laoca
llanbsiHa ¥ KXl Ipa3gHUK JIMYHO 1oceltan xpaM Crouxa.

Korga npo3By4as TpeTuil yTPeHHUE KOJIOKOJI, CEJOBIACH CTapel B CONPOBOXKIEHUN MOJIOHOTO
Iaoca BoIIesI BO fBopel. CHapyKy XOOUIIH CIyXH O eT0 YyIEeCHEIX CIIOCOOHOCTSX, U JIIONU BO JBOPIIE,
€CTeCTBEHHO, ObITH KpaiHe MIOOOIBITHH K «CTapOMy HEO0KHUTETI0», HEBOJIbHO PA3TJISALIBAS €T0.

Craperl, XoTs u OBIT CEIOBIIACHIM, BHITTISIAEN OOIPHIM, ero OcaHKa Oblyla MPSIMOM, ¥ OH He Ka3aJIiCs
yCTaJIbIM, IEUCTBUTENILHO OTIMYASsCh OT OOBIYHBIX HAOCOB.

Mornopo#t maoc, clefoBaBIINii 3a HUM, OBUT IOHBIM ¥ KPACUBEIM, €TI0 B3TJISA OBIJT CHOKOWHBIM U
OTpeIIeHHBIM, a 0OCaHKa — CTPOMHOM, KaK OfMUHOKas COCHa. XOTs OH OBIJI OJIeT B IIPOCTYIO CEPYIO
OfIeKMy, er0 BHEIITHOCTh BhI3BIBa/la BOCXUIIIEHUE, OH BRITJIAMEN KaK HaCTOSLUN HeO0KHUTEIb,
BBIJEJISISACH CPEOY APYTUX.

— T'oBopsT, Ha 3TOT pa3 Ero BenuyecTBoO MPUTIIAaCUIT CTAPOTro HEOOXKUTE ST, YTOOLI TOT IMPeacKa3arl
cyns0y Cynpyru Xyai.

— Ecnu el meiCTBUTENBHO CYXEHO CTaTh UMIIEPATPUILEN, CTaphii He00XKHUTENb He omubeTcs.
— A ecnu HeT?

Cnyxu, HeM3BECTHO OTKYMa B3SBIIKECS, 3a NeHb PACIPOCTPAHUIUCE IO IBOPITY, ¥ KOT'a AaoC
LlaHBSIH C YYEHUKOM BOIIITA BO JBOPEI, Ka3aoCh, BCE MOATBEPIUIOCE.

B 3ane ¢ KkpaCcHBIMY KOJIOHHAMU U 3€JI€HOM Yepennullel apuil apoMaT CaHIaIOBOTO IEPERa,
npuaaBasi 60raToOMy ¥ POCKOIIHOMY MECTY OIIyIIeHHe CIIOKOMCTBUS U YMUPOTBOpeHus. EBHYX Ban
1ofiasl cTapoMy He0O0XKUTEIIo Yal, IOYTUTEIbHO MTOKJIOHUIICS ¥ OBICTPO yHalIuiIcs.

Csio FOiimaHb IpemioKui cTapily nonpo0oBaTh Yaii, He TOPOISACh YIIOMUHATH O NIpefiCKa3aHuu
cymp0n1 Cynpyru Xysii. OTnuB 4dai, faoc LlaHbsAH yABIOHYICS:

— Yaii mocne DoXKnas.

Il5st rocTed 0OBIYHO MOJAIOT Yak, COOpaHHEIN N0 JOXKMIs, TaK KaK ero apoMaTt 6ojee HeXKHEBIN U JOJITO
coxpaHseTcs Bo PTy. Yaii, coOpaHHBbII 1OCTie JOXKAS, XOTh U He TaK M3BICKaH, HO uMeeT 6onee
HACHIIIEeHHBINA BKYC, YTO OOJIbIIE TIOAXOAUT TIOXKUIIBIM TI0ASIM. BO3MOXKHO, TOMHSI O MUJIOCTH,
OKa3aHHOU eMy B meTcTBe, Cs0 HOuimmanb ObIT 04eHL BHUMATEJIEH M UCKPEeHHe yBaXaJl faoca
LlanwsHa.

[Tocne vamky yag Cso HOiians HakKOHeI U3JI0KUJI CBOO IIPOCHOY:
— Crapsiit He60XKUTeJb, CETONHS Y MeHs eCTh K BaM IIpockOa.

[To myTH OH y2Ke CIbIIIaa MHOXECTBO CIIyX0B, U X0Ts Cs0 FOulnans ele He CKa3aJll, 0 Y4eM pedb, Jaoc
LlaHbsAH yXKe BCe MOHSI U B3MOXHYII:

— Teneps, korga Baiie BenruecTBo OTKPBIIO POT, Kak s MOTy oTKa3aTs? Ho...

— Ho ropa [IyHnu — 3T0 MeCTO [Jig JaOCCKUX ITPAKTHUK, ¥ OHa He [OJIKHa ObITH BOBJIeYEHa B
IBOPIIOBEIE UHTPUrU. — CKa3aB 3TO, CTapell BCTaJl ¥ MOKJIOHUJICS UMIIepaTOpy C Beludaniien



Cepbe3HOCThI0. — [locre 3TOro s Hafeloch, 4To Bae BenmuuecTBo 6yneT cuuTaTh ropy [yHIIH JIUIIH
MECTOM [IJIst MOJTUTB ¥ JKePTBOIPUHOIIEHUH.

Csio HOtinaHs MOCIEIHI IIOIIPOCHUTE CTapla He KIIaHATHCHA, CHa4adJla COTJIaCUBIIKNCE C €ro CJIOBAMH, a
3aTeM JIETOHBKO YJ'IBI6HYJ'IC5{:

— Ho pa3Be MOZKHO IIPOXKUTH XKN3Hb, HE 3allavkaBInuck? — Ero YHI:I6Ka OnlTa HpKOfI, KaK BeCEeHHUU
IOBETOK, HO B €TI0 CepAle TanJiaCb UPDOHUA, XOTA OBLITO HEIIOHATHO, Ha KEM OH CMeAJICA — Ha[ coboit
WX Hagd OPYTUMH.

T'opa [Iynnu u xpam Cioixa He ObUIM paiiCKUM YTOJIKOM UM 00uTenbio HeboxuTenel. [laxe ecnu
KOT'la-TO OHU TAaKOBLIMU SIBIISIJIMChH, C TOT'O MOMEHTa, Kak fgaoc llanbsaH Beuteunn Cgo KOumausa, oHu
y2Ke He MOTJIA BEPHYTHCS K IIPeXKHEN XKU3HU.

Haoc ITaHbsH BCIO XKHU3Hb TOCBITUII IYXOBHBIM ITPAKTUKAM, 3aCITyKUB TUTYJI «CTApPOro HEOOKUTES»,
¥ He X0TeJl, YTOOHI JTIoH C rophl [IyHM BTSATHBaNIKChL B 60ph0y 3a Bi1acTh. Ho Ha aToT pa3 Cso
FOtimans ucIonb30Bal Npefcka3anne CygbObl KaK Ipeasior nepeq KHsa3eM L[3uHbaHb, ¥ TEIleph ropa
Iyunu Hen30exkHO OyOeT BTIHYTa B 3Ty 00pHOY.

[Tocne HECKONBKUX YacOB 00CYyXKAeHUs, KOT{la BCe BaxkKHbIe fena Oy 3aBepiueHs], Cso Krmanb
BIOPYT YIOMSHYJ APYTOro YeaoBeKa:

— Yy 1IutoHb CIIYCTHUIICS C TOPHI BMECTE C BaMU, CTaphlii HEO0XKUTENb?

Haoc llanbsH 3amucal Npefcka3anne CyabObl 1 II0JI0KUTI €T0 B IAPYOBBIA MeIIo4YeK, KOTOPHIH C
TIOYTEHUEM TI0fajl UMIIEPATOPY, ITOCIIe Yero OTBETHII:

— Barie Benu4yecTBO TUYHO IIpUKa3aJio, U [I1i0Hb HE TOCMET OCJIyIIaTbhCA. Ceropns YTPOM OH BOIIIE
BO ABOpPeIl BMeCTe CO MHOH M celdac XIeT CHAPYZKHU, HE OCMEJINBAACh BOMTH 0€3 IIpHUKa3a.

Cso HOfimaHb, mepka MelIodeK B pyKax, OblI 0O4eHb I0BOJIEH, ero peKpacHbIe Tla3a, T0X0XKue Ha
IIBETHI IEPCHKA, CUSNIU YNIBIOKOM, KOTOpas feflaja ero Mo elrne 601ee TPUBIeKaTeTbHEIM:

— Ilocne Toro, Kak MBI pa3bepeMcsi C BOIIPOCOM O Ha3HAYEHUU UMIIEPATPHULEL, S XOUY ITOTOBOPUTE C
HUM TI0 AyIIaM.

— Xopotiio.

3a mpefgenaMu IJIaBHOTO 3ajla MOJIOOU [aoC B Cepo OfexXe, epxKa B pyKax MeTeJIKy, CTOSJI Ha
CTpaxe y KpblJiblia, He OTBOAS ri1a3. Ero yuuTesns yKe ABa yaca OeceoBall C UMIIEPATOPOM B 3alle.

Cnyru, TpoxoOuBIINe MUMO, BpeMS OT BpeMeHU 00MeHUBaIuCh KpaTKUMU pernukamu, 1 Uy LuioHb
MoJi4a ciyian ux. Cnyxu Oblmy mofoOHbI yparaHy, ¥ TOT, KTO OKa3hbIBaJICAd B IIeHTPe BHUMaHUS,
PHCKOBAJI OBITH CMETEHHBIM.

Ha 3TOT pa3 oH He 3Hal, KTO OKaxeTcs B Oefe. B maHHBIM MOMEHT ero 60JIbIlle BCEro 6€CIIOKOUIIO TO,
YTO TOJIOM MYYHJI €T0, CJIOBHO OTOHb B KHUBOTE.

Cyns mo BceMy, ©MIlepaTop He cobupascs nogaBaTh o0en?

BmecTe ¢ HUM CHapyKU XKAalu IBOe MyKUYMH B TOJIOBHBIX yOopax U opuimaabHEIX ofexaax. dy
LIvtoHb He 3HAJ WX, HO MPEeJIosiaras, YTO OHY MPUIIUIHA U3-3a CITYXO0B.



XOJTOMHEIN TETOXPAHUTEb V IBEPH OCTAHOBUI MX, CKa3aJl JIEASHLEIM TOHOM:
— Ero BenmuuecTBo cefiyac COBETYETCSI CO CTapPhIM HEOOKHUTEIEM, ITPOILIY BAC MOJ0XKAAThH HEMHOTO.

— CoBetyetcs? — KHa3b L[3uHbBAHB CTOSJI, 3aJI0KUB PYKHU 3a CIIUHY, U yCMexHyncd. — Ha Mou
B3TJIAM, 9TO CTAPHIX JA0C C TOPHL [yHIN IpHUIIeN NONPOIIaliHNYaTh.

PsamoMm BepxoBHEIN BoeBofa YzkaH yIbIOasics, MorlaxkrBas 60poAy, HO He TOBOPHII HU CJIOBa, XOTS B
€r0 MOJTYaHUY OBITT CKPBIT TTyOOKUM CMBIC]I.

Anp ®3H CcTOSAN Y IBEPU, HE OTCTyIlasd HU Ha IIar:
— Ilepen Ero BennuectBoM, Batie BricouecTBO, TaK TOBOPUTH HEJIB3S.

— Bcero nuik ctapsiit 601TYH, S X04y IIOCMOTPETh, YTO OH CMOZKET IpefcKa3aTh. — B riasax KHA3s
lI3uHbaHs yBIeYEeHNE UMIIEpaTopa JaoCu3MOM ObIJI0 ITPU3HAKOM 3a0I1yKOeHUS, a Ja0Chl C TOPHI
IyHnu, cOuBaroIIue €ro C MyTH, 3aCITyKUBAIA CMEPTH.

Yy LlutoHbs M3HAYaIbHO He coOMpasCs CIIOPUTh, HO 3TOT YeJIOBEK ObLI HACTOJIBKO pa3fpakalolliuM,
YTO OH He MOT MOJI4aTh, KOT[ia TOT OCKOpOsn ero yuurtens. OH IOTHSI METEJNIKY U IIarHyI BIEpe:

— OTO HEeIpPaBUIIbHO.

Kus3p [[3uHbaHb faXe He B3TJIAHYI Ha MOJIOLOTO0 faoca, fep:kach C BEICOKOMepUeM 1 06paTuics K
Anp O3HY:

— Yro0 9710 3a WITYyKa?

— 910 paoc Yy u3 xpama Crouxs Ha rope [yanu. — AHb O3H 3HaJ 3TOr0 4eloBeKa, TaK Kak OHU
OBLITH 3HAKOMEHI.

Xotst Uy LiutoHb BHITTISIAEN KaK HAaCTOSIINI He00XKUTEIb, €T0 XapakKTep OblsT coBepiieHHO ApyruM. OH
MOT 3alyTaTh co0ecefHNKa CBOMMU cjoBaMu. OH IMOYTUTEIHHO MTOKJIOHUIICS KH310 1[31HbaHb, a
3aTeM cIesas BUM, 4TO 00eCIIOKOEeH:

— 4 TonmpKO 4TO yCTblnai, Kak Baiie BeicouecTBO rOBOPUIIA O MOEM yUHUTeJle, U MHE CTaJIo OY€eHb
TPEBOXKHO.

Kusa3pb 1I3uHbaHb CIIPOCUIT:
— O yeM TH TpeBOXHUIILCA? U 3a KOT0?

— 3a Bac, Bame BricouecTBo. — Uy LIuioHb ITOKJIOHUICS ellle pa3. — TUTYN «CTaporo HeOOoXKUTeIsI»
OBLT JTaH MOEMY YUUTEJII0 IOKOMHEIM UMIIepaTopoM 0ojiee IeCsaTu JeT Ha3al B 3HAK IIPU3HAHUSI ero
MacTepCTBa B MeJUIIMHe, KOTTla OH CIlac XXKW3Hb HacCJIeJHUKA IIPecToia.

[OTcyTcTBYIOT]
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