Ce KOanpmu, B3TJIAHYB Ha IIOPTPET MbosH JlaHbCH, BBITAIIUI U3 SIIUKa Opyrue CBUTKHU. Cy,'LT,H I10
BCeEMY, BCe€ OHHU OBLIH pa60T01?1 OOHOT'O M TOT'O XK€ XyOOXKHHUKA, 1 KaKObIu H306pa}KaJI HepCOHa}Keﬁ
HEeBEPOATHO 2KHUBO.

Heyxenu Crapeiimmmaa CyH xoueT, YTOOBI OH OTIIPABUJI 3T CBUTKH BO [BOPEI] Ha CYO UMIIePaTopy?

VimmepaTop Ha HEro, KOHEYHO, He PA303/IUTCS, HO B MPOIIILIA pa3, efBa epecTyIuB II0POT [BOPIIA,
OH yrogun B noBymKYy [IIsxs FOMYKY ¥ COTTIaCHIICS Ha KAKYIO-TO HEITOHSTHYI0 KOMIIeHcaIuio. Eciu
MOMIET CHOBA, HEU3BECTHO, YEM 3TO OOEPHETCS.

Ce OaHb1I¥ BHYTPEHHE COIPOTUBIIAJICS U OCTOPOKHO HaMEKHYII:

— CTapefIH.IPIHa X04YeT OTIIPABUTh 3TU CBUTKH BO OBOpeEI OJIsA HMnepaTopa? I/IMr[epaTop IIEHUT
mpou3BegeHus KCKYCCTBa U, NaxKe €CJIIM HUKOI'o He BbI6€peT, HEIIpeMEHHO IMOXBaJIUT MAaCTEPCTBO
XyHOOXKHHUKaA.

OH HaMepeHHO cIean akIeHT Ha CII0BaX «CTapeUllIrHa OTIIPaBUT».
Opnako CrapeimuHa CyH ImoKayai IoJI0BOM:

— Barre BBICOYECTBO, BEI MEHS HE TaK IOHSIH. ITOT CTAapPHUK He C06I/IpaeTCH OTIIPABJIATH BO ABOPEI]
BC€ IIOPTPETHI.

YroBuB B ero ciioBax uHo# cMeici1, Ce KOaHbiu ¢ 06eryeHreM BEIIOXHYI. [ TTaBHOE — HE 3aCTaBIIATh
€ro 9TO [eJaTh.

— CrapeliimuHa He OTIPABIISET UX BO ABOpeI? Torga Ojis 4ero Bhl X IOOTOTOBUIIN?

Crapeiimuta CyH IPOTSHYJI eMy CBUTOK, 4TO ObLI B ero pykax. Ce KOaHbIu 3aMep, a CTapernHa
IIPOOJIZKHUIL:

— YeCTHO rOBOPS, OHU NIOATOTOBJIEHH! AJ1S BaC, KHA3b LIUHE.
Ce Oanpmu: ??

IInsa xoro?

[ToBTOpPHUTE-KA?

Hernemno.

OcepnmnaTe KOHs! Baul KHg3b efeT BO ABOpeL!

CrapenmvHa CyH cKa3all... AJid Hero?

Yro aTo 3HauuT? Heyxenu oH xo4eT, 4TOOH TOT caM mofgo0Opas KaHguaaTypy HacienHuka ans [Isub
HOnuxy?

Bo3MO0KHO, BEIpaXkKeHMEe TIOJTHENINEr0 HeJOyMeHus U oKa Ha juile Ce FOaHbIy OBIIO CIUITKOM
saBHEIM, ¥ CTapelimyHa CyH 0CO3HaI, YTO BhIpa3usics HescHO. OH MOCIEIIHO CTal 00bICHATh:

— HerT-HerT, Ballle BLICOYECTBO, 3TO HeOoopa3yMeHue.

Bripaxenue nuia Ce KOanbInm mocTeneHHO pacciiabunock. Bumumo, oH ommbcest. M mpaBaa, Kak 0H



MOXKET BHIOMPATh KOT'0-TO IJIsT UMIIEpaTopa? ITO HEYMECTHO.

Ia 1 B IpouIki pas, efBa ynoMsaHyB [Isubs FOMYKy HECKONBKUX JOOPOAETENbHEIX U TalaHTIUBBIX
IeBUIl, OH TYT e YIOOCTOUJICSA HEJOBOJIbHOX OTIIOBEH, a 3a YKUHOM TOT TaK [JOJIr0 Bopyal, YTo Y
KHS35 YILIU 3aJ10XKUJI0.

Ce KOanbIu gaxe BHIYYUI TY peYb HAaU3YCTh.

Yro-To Bpope: «Kak THl MOT BCTaTh Ha CTOpPoHY CTapelmuuel CyHa U TOMOYb eMy?», «Pa3Be MbI He
camble 6nu3kue?», «MHe OT 3TOT0 TaK 60JbHO», «THI BCE €I1I€ MOM NMYYLINY APYT?» U TaK Aallee...

Hapmo nockopee o6cynuts ¢ Llenzopom YKaHOM BOIIPOC O KPAaCHOPEUUH.
Crapeiimuta CyH, He [IOTOBOPHUB, CHOBa YyTh He BTSIHYJI er0 B mofo6Hoe. Ce FOaHbIIM aXK B3OPOTHYII.

— 9TO0 cTapHUK BBIpA3uIICS HesCHO. 7 He TO uMes B BUOy. 4 He coOMpaioCch Bac CBaTaTh, Ballle
BLICOYECTBO, U HE X0Uy 3aCTaB/ISATh BAC KEHUTHCH.

XoTs KHs3b LIuHb eIlé 1 He XeHaT, HO OH Ha HEeCKOJIBKO JIeT MOJIOXKe uMiepaTopa. He crour
TOPONUTECS. Yepes napy JIeT OH HelIPeMEeHHO ITOMOXKeT KHS310 MOALICKATh CaMyl0 JIy4Ilyio Iapy.

Craporo kHA34 LIuHb y2Ke HeT ¢ HaMU, U [J19 BCeX CTapEUIINH HEIHEIIHUM KHA3b — KakK POOHOU CHIH,
naxe OMKe KPOBHBIX!

— Ho ecnu y Baiero BbICOYECTBa yKe €CTh IPEAIIOYTeHNs, MOXKeTe CKa3aTh MHe 3apaHee. 4
ITPUCMOTPIOCH.

— A ecnu eCcTb KTO-TO, KTO BaM HPABUTCSH, — TaK U BOBCE IIpeKpacHo! 1 moMory BaM OLI€eHUTH
KaHOUAATYpy, JaXke caM CX0XKYy CBATOM, a IOTOM MOXKHO Oy[eT HCIIPOCUTD y UMIIepaTopa
paspeleHnus Ha Opax...

Ce FOanpmu: ...

Crapetimuna CyH, BaM He MeCTO Bo BHyTpeHHeM KaOuHeTe. B TIHLCAHBIIOY, KaXkeTCs, He XBaTaeT
CBaxu.

— [laBaiiTe nydle BepHEMCS K BoIpocy 06 uMIiepaTtope, — cierka KamsaHys, Ce FOaHbIM BoBpeMs
npecek nojet Gantasuu Crapenmuns CyHa.

Benb XXEeHUTHCS-TO JOJIKEH UMIIEPATOp, a He oH. OH U TaK MMOHKUMAJI, YTO CBUTKY ITOATOTOBJIEHE] HE
IJIST HETO.

CTapefILHHHa Cy'H, KOHEYHO, HE HAaCTOJIBKO HEIJI€II, YTOOBI IIBITATHCS XKEHUTH €T0 B Hapgexpge
IMOATOJIKHYTh UMIIEpAaTOpa.

CrapeimrHa CyH COTIaCHO KUBHYIL:

— OTOT CTapUK Iojaraj, YTo B C UMIIEPATOPOM BEIPOCTIM BMECTE, Balll OTHOLIEHUS TTTy0OOKY, U BEL
IIPEKpPacHO 3HaeTe ApYT Apyra. [103ToMy g X0Tes, YTOOH B IIPOCMOTPENH 3TU CBUTKY U BHIOPaH
HECKOJIBKUX [I€BUILI, KOTOPbIE, BO3MOXKHO, IIPUAYTCS UMIIEPATOPY I10 AYIIIE.

Ce KOanpmmu: !

Ha aToT pa3 oH He omubCs?



Ce F0aHbmu yCOMHUIICS B COOCTBEHHBIX yIaX:

— Crape#mmHa Xo4eT, 4TOOH! s BEIOpan 3a uMIeparopa?

Crapetimuta CyH ¢ {o0poii 1 UCIIOJTHEHHOM OXKUAaHUS YIEI0KON Me[JIEHHO KUBHYIL:

— MMeHHO Tak.

Opnnako ero ynsiOka 3actaBuiia Ce FOaHbIIM OYYBCTBOBATh 3HAKOMBIH 3y[I KOXKU T'OJIOBHIL.
— CrapeiimmHa, IPOILIy IPOIIEHMs, HO S HE MOTY 3TOT'0 CHeaTh.

CrapenuvHa CyH yOUBUIICS:

— [Touemy?

Ecnu roBopuTh 0 TOM, KTO B MUPE JIy4Ille BCeX IOHUMAaeT XapakKTep UMIIepaTopa, TO 3TO, BHE
coMHeHu#, KHA3b LIuHb. CTapeiimuaa CyH CUMTall CBOU IJIaH IIPOCTO TeHUaIbHbIM.

CHauana KH43b LIuHL 0TOEPET [IeBUI], KOTOPhIE MOTYT IIOHPABUTLCS UMIIEPaTOpPy, 3aTeM Ha [Iupy cTa
IIBETOB UM IIPEIOCTaBSAT BO3MOXKHOCTE OJIECHYTh TaJlaHTaMHU, II0pa3uB UMIIepaTopa.

OrmpenenyB KaHOUAATOK, MOXKHO OyIeT YCTPOUThL HECKONIBKO «CITy4alHBIX» BCTPeY, YTOOEl pa3BUTh
OTHOIIEeHUS. YyBCTBa — [EJI0 HECIIEIIHOe, TOPOIUTHLCS He CTOUT. Korga uMmnepaTop mOCTEIIeHHO
IIPUBSIKETCSI, 4ero Tormga 60saTecsa? Y Benukoi [l HaKOHEI-TO MOSBUTCS UMIIepaTpHIial

CrapeimvHa CyH HaXMypUJICH:

— MoxeT, cpefy HUX €CTh IEBYIIIKA, KOTOPas HpaBUTCS BaM? Huuero, CKaxkuTe, Mbl €€ TUXOHBKO
ybepéem.

— Baie BrICOUECTBO U BIpaBay yXkKe B TOM Bo3pacTe. He cTeCHAUTECH, CKaXXUTEe CTAPUKY, 1 YCTPOIO
BaM CBaTOBCTBO. [Tociie :KeHUTHOH BhI, KAK YEJIOBEK OIBLITHHIM, CMOXKETe IaTh UMIIEPAaTOPY COBET.
MoxeT, ¥ IBOVHOY IPa3gHUK YCTPOUM. — OTa Ules IoKa3ajach eMy BeCbMa HeIJIOXOU.

Ce KOanpmm: ...
Henenwiit ABOMHOM Pa3gHUK.

Kaxnpiii pa3, Korfa eMy Ka3anock, 4yTo CrapeiumHa CyH He MOXKeT ObITh eIlle abcypaHee, TOT
CBOUMM OEVCTBUSIMU [I0OKa3kIBajl: HET HUYET0, YETO OH He MOT OBl CHENaTh.

Ce KOaubiix BOBpeMS OCTAHOBUJI €70 JOMBICIIH:
— Hert, HU4ero nmomo6GHOTO ST He UMETI B BUTY.
Crapenuvaa CyH He IOHUMAJT:

— Torpma moyeMy BBl OTKa3bIBaeTech? MEI Ke qyMaeM o OynmyiieM uMiepaTopa. Korma ol Bcé
OCO3HAET, OH HellpeMeHHO OyfeT BaM OarogapeH.

Ce HOanpmu mogymart, 4yTo KakuM OymeT Oymyllee — HEM3BECTHO, HO OH TOYHO 3HAET: €CJIU ceryac
He 0TKa3aThbCsl, 3aBTPa eMy, BO3MOXKHO, IPULETCA nepenuchBath g 11sxs KONuXy COTHIO CTpaHuULL
IIPOIKCEN.



— I/IMnepaTop HHUKOT'Ia HE IIPOSABIIA MHTEPECa HUA K OJIHOIZ XKeHmuHe. A HNCKPEHHE HE 3Hal0, KaKoH
THUII JEBULl EMYy MOXKET HprITI/ICB II0 OyIime.

Ce KOaHbIIM TOBOPUI UCKPEHHE U CEPHEIHO:
— YecTHO, He 3HAI0.

Crapetimuta CyH oka3asics B 3aTpynHeHuu. CrioBa KHg3s5 Obl/id He6e30CHOBATEbHEL, HO U OT IIJlaHa
OTKa3BIBaThCS TOXKE He X0TeNiock. OH yXkKe ycnesl 00MeHAThCS MHEHUSIMHU C IPUHIIECCON XyasuH.

Ecnu HaligyTca nooxonsuye KaHAUAATKY, IPUHIecca XyaauH HeIPEMEeHHO CyMeeT II0pPa3uTh
uMminepaTopa. B atom Crapeiimraa CyH He COMHEBaJICS.

CrapeimvHa CyH IPUHSJICS pacxaXuBaTh 10 KOMHaTe, moka y Ce FOaHbIIu B rja3ax He Ha4auio
psa6uTh. BHe3amHo OH XJIONHYJ cebs o Oexpy:

— ITousan!
Ce KOanbmu ucmyrasncs, MbICIEHHO MOJISI, YTOOBI TOT HUYEro He TIOHSIL.

Crapetimuta CyH CTPeMUTENIbHO IOJOIIEN K KHSI310, BHUMATEIbHO €T0 OTJISAMeNl ¥ HECKOJIBKO pa3
YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHY]L.

3HAKOMOe OIIyIlleHKe MOJI3YIIKUX MypallleK II0 KOXkKe T'0JI0BE He 06MaHYIIO.
Co6pas Bomio B Kynak, Ce KOanbiy n3006pa3ui Ha Iulle HeloyMeHue.

— Baire BHICOYECTBO U UMIIEPATOP CXOXKHK XapaKTepaMH, BO3MOXKHO, ¥ BKYCH V Bac coBmamaioT! Pa3
BB He 3HaeTe, YTO HPABUTCS UMIIEPATOPY, U Y BaC CaMUX HUKOTO HET, TPOCTO BHIOEPUTE Ty, UTO
OorbIlle BCero MpUrisHeTcs BaM! Mnu Ty, 4To, Ha Balll B3TJISA[, Iy4llle BCETO MOAXOOUT UMIIepaTopy!

Ce HOanbwmu: He Mory, He TOTOB, He CMEIO.

Ce HOanbmu ormnspencs, rafasi, HeT iU I00NIU30CTH TalHEIX CTpaXxkel. Ecnu ecTs, He MoOriu OBl OHU
nepepats [[Isup FOWUXKY, YTO OH BCE BpeMsI OTKA3LIBAJICS, @ BUHOM BCeEMY — OOITIMBOCTD
Crapeiimussl CyHa?!

B ronoBe mpoHECTHUCh Pa3IMYHEIE OTTOBOPKK. Ha ero nmuile mosiBUIIOCh MOOXO/sINee BEIpaXkeHne —
obupa, rpyCTh U JIETKAsI MeJIaHXOJKs, TpH3BaHHbIe pa3xkanoouts Crapenmuny CyHa.

— CrapelimuHa, Bbl He 3HaeTe, HO BYepa, KOTfa s 10 BallleMy COBETY OTIIPaBUIICS BO IBOPEI]
yroBapuBaTh UMIlIepaTOpa JKEHUTLCS, OH OTYUTAl MEHS U BeJlell He JIe3Th He B CBOE [fieno. 4 Oomblie
HEe CMEI0 BMEUIUBATLCS B BOIIPOC O XKEHUTHOE, He TOBOPS YK€ 0 TOM, YTOOHI BHIOMPATD HEBUIT [
uMIIepaTopa.

— Yrt0?! — Crapeumuta CyH BCKOUWJI, YOAPUB KYJIaKOM I10 CTOJIy.
Ce OaHb1IY B3OPOTHYI OT HEOKUAaHHOCTH.

Yro Takoe?

[ToueMy Takas peakuus?

Heyxenu CrapelillinHa Tak YBJIEKCS YTOBOPaMU O XXKeHUTHOE, YTO HaXKe Pa303/IUIICS, YCIHIIaB 00



3TOM?

CrapeimrHa CyH CXBaTUJI €r0 3a PYKY U IIPUHSJICS BHUMATEIbHO OCMaTPUBATh:

— HimmepaTop Bac He mo6un? Kpome oTYMTHIBaHHKS, OH Bac elllé yeM-HuOynbs o0upmen? Bam He mmoxo?
Ce HOaunmu ocTosibeHes1, OLIeIOMIIEHHEIN:

— H-mer...

CrapenrHa CyH 3aKuIle/l OT HErOfOBaHU:

— Jla kak oH cMeeT?! Kak OH cMeeT Bac OTYMUTHIBAThH?!

Y u3-3a Takou... TaKOU epyH[bI!

Ha! UmenHOo epyH[b!!

Ce KOanpmmu: ?

Ecnu Bo3HUKaT pa3Hornacus, pa3se [sas 04Xy Kak ©MIepaTop He BIIpaBe €ro OTYUTaTh?
[Toyemy ux ¢ CraperunHord CyHOM MBICIM BCerfa UAyT Pa3HBIMU My TSMHU!

[[IpuMedaHUS OTCYTCTBYIOT]
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