— Omna Oymet OecrokouThcst 000 MHE? — crpocuna AHb fH, oOpalasick K cebe camoi. iMnepaTpulia
W LluuxyaHb OblIa ellle MOJIOHa U JIETKO Morjia 063aBeCTUCh COOCTBEHHBIMU OETHMHU. B 3TOM
OTPOMHOM MUpe HaBepHsSKa Hau[eTCs TOT, KTO CMOXKeT TPOHYTh ee cepaue. OgHako B gyiie AHb dH
olryiana cTpaHHoe 0ecroKouCcTBO. [TpoIIIo yKe OBa rofla C MOMEHTa e€e BOCIIECTBUS Ha IIPECTOI, U,
ecnu OB OHa BbIOpasia Cympyra, y Hee y2Ke Mor Obl ObITh peOeHOK.

Ecnu OBl Bce OBITIO TaK, TO OHA, KaK MPEeOCTaBUTEIbHUIIA KI1aHa AHb, MOTJia Okl OBITH OTOPOINIEHA B
cTopoHy. Ho Takue melCTBUS He IPUHECYT UMIIEPATPHUIIE HUKAKOH TI0JTb3HI.

Hampumep, B 3TOM cliy4ae OHa Morjia Okl OTIIPAaBUTHCS OffHA. BU3UT UMIIepaTPHUIIE B IOM ITOAaHHOTO
IIPOTUBOPEYUT IIpaBUIIaM 3TUKETA.

Wy, BO3MOXKHO, OHa BCe ellle UMeeT IIeHHOCTh, Bellb, lepKa ee II0[l KOHTPOJIeM, IIPeNCTaBUTeNN
KJlaHa AHb OynyT BecTU ce0sl CIIOKOMHee. ITO eNUHCTBEHHOE pa3yMHOe 00bsICHEHHE.

Lluupaii, BUAA ee HeOOyMeHUe, TUXO0 B3[IOXHYJIa ¥ CKa3alia:

— Bo gBopue Mmryii, roe Bac o0CIyKUBAIOT, BCe CIYTU paHblile paboTanu B aBople LIuHX3 mpu
“MIepaTpulle. Bamm oTHOIIEHUS ¢ UMIIEPATPUIIEN, TOCIIOKA, MBI BCe BUOKUM. Bl CTTOBHO MaTh U
[0oYb, KUBYIIME B rapMoHuU. Teneps Be n30eraete UMIEPATPHUIy, U, XOTS OHa HUYETO He TOBOPUT, B
Oylie ey, HECOMHEHHO, TSXKeJlO.

Jluno Aup fu nobnenHeno. OHa cupena neper 3epKanoM, ITISAS Ha CBOE yCTaBIllee OTpakeHue, U C
TPEBOrOM IIPOU3HECTIA:

— Cryrs, KOTOpBIe yOupamu... Pa3Be He TOBOPUIIH, UTO ITOCIIE TOTO, KaK MATEXKHWKHU BOPBAIMCH BO
IBOpel], oHU yOounu Bcex? Kak 2kKe KTO-TO MOT yIeIeTh?

— BBIKUIM TONBKO Te, KTO HaXOAUIICS B XOJIOMHOM ABopLe. Tam OBIIO CIAMIIKOM TJIyX0, BCE 3apOCIIO
TPABOM, ¥ BEIATH OBIIO HEBO3MOXKHO. TOIBKO TaM MOXKHO OBIZIO YKPHITHCS. BCe, KTO MMeJ XOTh KaKOH-
TO PaHT BO ABOpIIE, HE CMOTJIX CIIAaCTHCh. HAampoTUB, MEI, ITPOCTHIE CTYTH, 3aHUMAaBIINECs YOOPKOH U
yepHOU PaboToi, cMOTIM H30eKaTh CMEPTH.

— Brl Torga yxe 6b1u B X010gHOM fiBOpLe. Eciu OBl He BbI, MBI OB YKe€...
— Ilopoxnu... [Touemy 51 oKa3anack B X0JIOOHOM ABOpLE?

AHb fdH MoYyBCTBOBaJIa 0€CIIOKOWCTBO, €€ MBICIIA BRIXOIUIIN U3-110[ KOHTPOJIsI. OOuH 3a JpyruM
BOTIPOCHI BCIJIBIBAJIM B ee rojioBe. [Ipembimyiiast 061agaTeIbHUIIA 9TOTO Tejla 3a IepBhe
YeTHIPHAOIATD JIET CBOEH XKU3HU COBEPIIIUIa MHOXKECTBO IIOCTYIIKOB, He pa3 IIOKMPOBABIINX
OKPYKaloIUX, ¥ He pa3 OKa3hiBajach B X0JIOMHOM OBOpPILe. OTO OBIIIO CTPAHHO.

[luupai, Ka3anoch, yIUBUIIACh, YTO MajleHbKas I'OCIIOXKa 3ajalia Takoit Bompoc. OHU He OblIH
67113KH, ¥ B X0JIOMHOM [IBOPIE OHA OKa3aslach JIMIIb AJISI TOTO, YTOOBl YKPHITHCS. Beb TaM HaXO[UIICS
BHYK 3HQTHOTO pofa 13 L[3gH031, 1 MATEKHUKHU, 005ICh HUCIIOPTUTD pemnyTanuio [[3gu0631, He
pelanuch yCTPOUTh TaM MacCCOBYI0 pe3H10. B X010OHOM OBOPIE OHA JIUIIL MEJIbKOM yBUAETIa ee 1
Oosblie He BCTpevasa.

ITo3xke, Korma MalleHbKas rOCIIoxa Oblyia TSIXKEJo PaHeHa, UMIIepaTpulia, He JOBEPsd IIOCTOPOHHUM,
CHOBa IIPH3BaJla CJIIyTI U3 OBOPIAa Luux3.

— KaxeTcs, Br IIPOSABUIIN HEIIOYTUTEJIbBHOCTE B CBOUX CJIOBAX, U UMIIEPATOP Bsub pa3rHeBa’ic4,
JIMIIXB BaC THUTYIJIA.



AHb fH moTepiia TOJI0BY, YYBCTBYS BHYTpeHHee 6ecroKoiCcTBO. Eif cTano m000MbITHO, YTO XK€ OHA
TAKOT'0 CKa3alla, YTO UMIepaTop BaHb peumnn MumuTh ee TUTYa. Ee cepplle ymano, HO 3aTeM OHa
ycrnokounack. Ctapast Uy yze B IIPOIIIOM, HOBast YK0y — 3TO HHIHEITHSS BIIACTh, ¥ HE CTOUT
0eCIIOKOUTHLCS O IPOIIIOM.

HeKOTOpHe Bellly CTOUT JIMIIL CJIerKa 06HYM8.TL, He IIPHHHUMasd UX CIUIIKOM OJIM3KO0 K cepany.

Ona cupena, noka LluHpan 3amieTtana ed BOJOCH. [I0CKOJIBKY el TPefCTosI0 IOKUHYTh OBOPEL, ee
IJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH! ObITM COOpaHE! B ITy4YOK U 3aKpeIyieHsl He(PUTOBOM 3aK0IKOM. CeromHs Ha Hel
OB a/IBIN XasiaT, IPOCTOM U 3yleraHTHEINM. OHA IIy00KO B3[IOXHYJa ¥, 3aKOHUUB TPaIesy,
oTnpasunack B YepTor FOHB XKOaTh UMIIEPATPULLY.

Cnyru IpoBeJiu ee B IOKOW MMIIEpaTPHULLL. Bolas, oHa cena B CTOPOHE. YTPEHHUN [IPUEM YKe
3aKOHYHUIICS, ¥, BEPOSITHO, UMIIEpaTpHUIla MOIIlIa ITepeofeThcsa. Houb OHa MpoBena I10X0, U, CAIS
3mech 6e3 mena, Hadasa KJIOHUTHCS B COH.

CHYCTH HEKOTOpO€ BpeMs OHa OelCTBUTEIIHHO 3aCHYIIa. 3By'K IIT1aroB 3aCTaBHUII €€ BCKOYUTEL B
PaCTepssHHOCTH, ¥ OHa 0eCIIOMOIITHO YCTaBHJIAaCh Ha UMIIE€PATPHUIly, OOETYIO B IIOBCEAHEBHYIO OJEXKY.

Y LluuxyaHb, 3aMeTUB 0eCIIOKOMCTBO AHB fH, cHeNaa IIar BIepes, MITKO ITOJI0KUB PYKY Ha ee
ny1e40. HaKJIOHUBIINCH, OHA OPYTro¥ PyKOU IIpoBesia NasiblieM oA Iyia3aMu AHb fH U C JIeTKUM
YIIPEKOM CKa3aja:

— IToyeMy THI IIJTOXO CIaja MPOULION HOYBIO? S TIOMHIO, YTO TH BCETA XOPOLIO CIIasa.

Annb fH 6bi1a paccTpoesa. OKa3aBIIKCh B IIEHTPE BIACTH, B MUPE, TIOJTHOM B3JIETOB U MAfAeHUH, OHa
6osimack gaxe crnath. OHA He OCMEJUIACh OTTOJIKHYTh UMIIEPATPUILY, 3aTauB JbIXaHUE U ONYCTUB
TOJIOBY:

— Becna HeMHOTr0 XKapPKad, HOYbIO TPYOHO YCHYTh.

— Trl cama roBopulIilb, 9YTO BecHa. Bo gBopie Wiyt moBonbHO mpoxiagHo. Eciu Tebe kapko, TO 4TO
ke Oynet nerom? [TpupeTcst 3a6upaThCs B TeGHUK? ECu THI MJI0X0 CIUIIIb, IYCTh Bpay IPOIMHUIIET
Te0e YCIIOKOUTEIHHOE.

OpHuUM B3rI9A0M UMIlepaTpulia pa3ragaia ee J10XKb. AHb dH clerka U3MeHUsach B JIulle, He 3Had,
pamoBaThCs el UK OeCIIOKOUTHCS.

VimmepaTpuiia moxjormnasna ee 1o Ijiedy, IOHUMas OaBjieHue, KOTOPoe Ta UCIEITEBaia. Ee
IIPOHUIIATEIIbHEIE T7Ia3a, Ka3aa0Ch, MPOHUKAJU B CaMyio AyIny AHb fH, HO 3aTeM CMSTYHINCE, KaK
0OBIYHO, ¥ OHA C JIETKOM yJIBIOKOM CKa3aJa:

— He mepexuBail CIUIIKOM CUJTbHO. JIydllle s caMa paccKaxy Tebe HeKOTOphle Bellld, YTOOH He
BO3HHUKJIO HEJOPA3yMEHUU.

— Her, s He HemoyMeBaio, — oTBeTuna AHb fH, Teneps yxke 6oJiee CIIOKONHO, XOTS €€ PECHUIIB
IIPOMIOJIZKAJIKA TPEIeTaTh, a BT u3beraa BCTPEYH C UMIIePATPUIIEH.

[TaMsATh U3MEHHUJIACh, HO MEJIKHE IMIPUBBEIYKH OCTAIUCEH IPeXXHUMHU. MIIepaTpulla 3aMeTHIIa 3TO |,
KaK paHbllle, TKHYJIa ee MajbleM B 7100, yIbI0asich:

— CMOTpH Ha MeHs, yero Tkl u3beraenib? YyBCTBYyeIh ce0s1 BAUHOBATOM?



YcnrimaB 970, AHb SH CHOBA IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK Cepale EKHYIO. [1eI0 ¢ MPUABOPHOMU CITy?KaHKOH,
BEPOSITHO, BCE €llle 0CTABaJIOCh TaHo. Ee ria3a cHOBa 3a0yiecTeny, ¥ OHa He3aMeTHO OTCTYNUIA Ha
IIar, MPUIIYPUBIINACE ¥ YIILIOHYBIIUCH:

— Barirre BenuuecTBo, BB mIyTHTe. YTO MHE MOXKET OBITh CTHIIHO?
WMnepaTpuiia, TIAs HA MyCTOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO Ha II0JTy, OCTABJIEHHOE €10, CIIOKOMHO CKa3asa:
— Korma THI meaelb YTo-TO HeMPaBUIbHOE, THl BCETHA OTAASeIIbCs OT MeHs.

YcnrimaB 3T0, AHB fIH pemmnTeNbHO MIarHyja Bliepel, OKa3aBIINCh elle O6/11xKe, 4eM paHbIle. B ee
r7a3ax IMosBUJICS OJIeCK, CIIOBHO OHa XOTeJjla CKa3aTh UMIepaTpulle: «f He 4yBCTBYIO ce0s
BHHOBATOH, 51 67TU3KO K TeOe».

OHa II04yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO IPOUTPHIBAET. DTa MATKas HMIIEPATPUIA 3HaJIa MHOKECTBO IPUBLIYEK
IpensayInei 06IaaTeIbHUIE Tella, ¥ HHOTTA ee NeiCTBHS OBUIM IPOCTO HHCTUHKTUBHEIMU. Ee Mo3r
He yCIIeBaJl pearupoBaTh.

A oHa caMa COBEPIIEHHO He 3Hala IPUBLIYEK UMIepaTpulbl. Eciu Ol 3HaQ, 3TO CIKOHOMUIIO OB e
MHOT'O XJIOTIOT.

VimmepaTpuiia, ¢ yIeI0Ko# B Tlla3axX, MITKO CKa3asa:
— TwI Takas MOCNYIIHAS, TOPA3M0 MOCAYIIHEee, YeM paHblie. [laBal BEIAOEM U3 OBOPIIA.

WmnepaTtpuiia, IOTy4YUB KelaeMoe, B3siyia AHb fH 3a 3alsICThe U BEIBETIA €€ U3 3aa. YIIpaBIIsionas
Luub u3 Yeprora KOHD mocmemniuia K HUM U, YBUIEB, YTO OHU AEPKATCS 3a PYKH, CHavaja 3aMepJa,
a 3aTeM HaXMypHuIach U TUXO CKa3asa:

— Baire BenuygecTtso, FHaBHOKOMaHJIYIOHJ;I/II;I Xo CPOYHO XO04EeT BUOETH BacC.

WMmepaTpuila clierka BCTPeNeHyIach, CKUMas TEIIoe 3alsiCThe B CBOEH PyKe, U CO CIIOXKHBIM
BBIPAKEHUEM JIMIIA CIIPOCHUIIA:

— OTO CPOYHO?

Yrnpasnawomas LIuHs Ha MTHOBEHNE IOCMOTpeIa Ha AHb fH U KUBHYIIA:

— I'maBHOKOMaHAyOmMUM X0 BHIISIAUT OUEHb BCTPEBOKEHHBIM, II0X0XKe, 9TO YTO-TO BazKHOE.
HWMnepatpulia cjierka 3acThljla, C COXKaJleHUEM B3TJISHYB Ha AHb AH:

— Anb 4H, g momporry rocroarHa YxkaHa cOnpoBoxXmaTh Te0s. IIpocTu MeHs.

Opmnako AHb fH, ¢ cusomei ynei0Koi U 671eCKOM B TJIa3ax, MOCIENIHO BEIePHYJIa CBOe OHEMEeBIIee
3amsCThe, KOTOPOE TOPeJIo, CJIOBHO B OTHE, ¥ CKa3aJa:

— Barme BenmuuecTBo, He 6€CIIOKONTECH. FOCYI[apCTBeHHBIe moena BaxHee. Ecnu Tax, TO g HOfII[Y OnHa.

He moxumnasick otBeTa M LluHxyaHb, MaleHbKas GUTYPKa OBICTPO BEIOEXKAIa U3 3ajia, HCYE3HYB B
MTI'HOBEHHE OKa, Becejio yoeras ObIicTpee 3aliia.

I/IMnepanHua CMOTPeEJIa Ha CBOIO JIaAOHB, I'le ellle COXPaHAJIOCh TEIIJIO, U C HEYOOBOJIbCTBUEM
CKa3aJla:



— YT0 XKe Cny4usnocs, 4to Xo JIMH Tak Crnemmr?

Xo JIun, npepBaBIlas IaHbEl UMIIEPATPULEL, C TPEBOr oM Xkaana B Ueprtore IOHL. YBUIEB
MMIIepaTpully B IPOCTOM OfeXkIe, OHa Ha MIHOBEHUE 3aMepiia, a 3aTeM IIOKJIOHUIACh, IIOHUMas, 4To,
BO3MOXKHO, BCE UCIIOPTHIIA.

B mymre oHa yyBcTBOBasa ce6st mogaBIeHHON. Ee IBOIOPOAHAS CecTpa B MPOIIJIOM Bceraa Oblna
CIIOKOWHOH ¥ HEBO3MYTHMOH, PeIKo MposiBisisa rHeB. OHa He yMesa CKPEIBATh CBOU YYBCTBA, M €CJIH
3JIMIIaCh, TO 3MTUJIACH, axkKe Mepe[ TPUIBOPHEIMH.

OHa 1mo4yBCTBOBaJla, KaK BOJIOCH Ha 3aThUIKE BCTAIOT ORIOOM, U CKa3asa:
— Bamme BenuuecTBo, s cxBatuna Xo LluHa, OLIBIIET0 CIyry ©UMIIepaTopa BaHb.

Xo LluH GBI Y€7I0BEKOM, KOTOPOT'0 TOMHUITA MHOTHE YMHOBHUKHY cTapoi Uy. Korpma-To oH cayxkum
IIPU UMIIEPaTOpe, HO 1M03kKe OBLT OTIIPaBJIeH B IIyTeBoM Bopell. ITocie ocHoBaHus Bemukoi Yxoy
€ro CJIefbl 3aTEPSIIUCE.

— 41 TOMHIO, YTO OH OTIIPABUJICS B ITyTEBOU ABOPEI] 10 TOT0, KaK MATEXKHUKHU BOIIIK B TOPOM. 3a4eM
THI €70 CXBaTHJIA?

JIutio U LluuxyaHs noTeMHes1o. Jlrofgei u3 ctapoir Yy oHa oMHuUIa CMyTHO, HO X0 LluH, X0Ta 1
CIIYKWJI IPU UMIIepaTope BaHb, M03xKe mepenien Ha CTOPOHY AHb dH. OmHAKO UMIIEPATOPH! OBLIH
HellpenCcKa3yeMbl, X eT0 CChUIKa Obllla OOBIYHEIM [IEJIOM.

Bripaxenue nuua Xo JIuH ctano mpayHbiM. OHa IIPOCTO CiIefoBajla TauHOMY YKa3y U BMECTE C
Apmueti IIIaHb13 apecToBasia XKeHIIUHY C TIOPTPEeTa, Ciay4daiHo o6HapyxuB Xo LluHa. OHa cxBaTHIIa
€ro, ¥ OH MoTpPeboBas BCTPEYH C UMIlepaTpuliel, yTBepxkKaas, 4YTO 9TO KaCaeTCs MPUHIIECCH
YKaomuH.

YkaomuH — 3TO0 O TUTYN AHB fIH B cTapou Uy.
OHa He MOr1a IPUHATE pelleHre CaMOCTOSATEIbHO U IOTOMY IIPDMBeIa ero K UMIIepaTpule.

— Xo Llun yTBEepXKpOaeT, 4TO 3HAET YTO-TO, Kacallleecsl MaJeHbKOU I'OCII0XKY, HO He X04eT TOBOPUTh
MHe. OH 3asBUJI, YTO MEKIY UMIIepaTOpoM BaHb U MasleHbKOM T'OCII0KO0M OBIJIO CoTTallleHue, HO,
yTOOB COXPAHUTDH CBOIO XKH3Hb, OH HE CTAJl PACKPHIBATh €T0 COEPKAHHUE.
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