CpryrI/I O6ecemoBanu, u rnepen HMMH, CJIOBHO PeKa, Pa3aesIdioilaa OBa 6epera, PaCKUHYJIINCH
OBOPILOBEIE BOPOTaA.

[Tanryans AHb ynbI0ancs ¢ eiBa YIOBUMBEIM CapKa3MOM.

— Meicnu Ero BenudecTBa TJIyGOKI/I " HEIIOCTUXKUMEI, HaM H€ MJaHO WX yraaaTh. OcTaeTcs JIHIIb
XKpaTe. Korga otenn BEpPpHETCH, OH, IIOMHS O 1106p0Te TEeTYIOKHW, HX 3d 9YTO He JOIIyCTHUT, yTOOHI BBl
IMOCTpaAalu. JTa Ky3WHa BeCbMa coo6pa31/ITeana.

ToT, Koro oH Ha3Baa cooOpa3uTEIbHLIM, BepHYJICS B YepTor FOHB, Te yKe 3aXKTIHUCh OTHU BIOJb
rajeped, oTOpackeBasi Mepliaoliye TeHHU, CIIOBHO CTPEJIEl 3BE3HOT0 CBETaA.

Ynpagsnsiomas L{uub npoBenia AHb JH BO BHYTPEeHHUE ITOKOU, CaMa IIPUTOTOBUIIA e Yal U C yIIbIOKOMN
CKa3ana:

— Ero BenuuecTBo BepHETCS IPUMEPHO Yepes nojiyaca, Balre BeicouecTBO, IONOKOUTE HEMHOTO.
AHb {H npuHSAIa 4YallKy, cOejlaja MaJleHbKUY IJIOTOK U CIIPOCUJIA:

— Yupasnsawmas Luas, BE 3HaeTe, noyeMy Ero BennuecTBo pemns, 4To s JOJIXKHA IIOCTYIIUTD B
[TaBunboH XyHB9HSB o uMeHeM Illanryans HiaHb?

— Bo3MoXHO, 3TO CBsI3aHO C 0€30macHOCThIO0 Baiiero BricouecTBa, Beib TOCYJapCTBO TOIHKO YTO
o0peno cTabuIbHOCTh, — OTBETHIIA yIIpaBisiomas LIuHb, CKIIOHUB TOJIOBY.

Ona CIIyZKHJla UMIIePpaTPpuUiie MHOTO JIET U Ha6mo;1ana, KaK pOCJia Anp fAH. OHa MoHKMMAaJIa BCce
TOHKOCTH CUTyalliH, HO ceryac He MOrJja TOBOPUTH OTKPEITO.

,]:[eBYU_IKa BBIPa3uJIa HEJOBOJIBCTBO, OIIYCTUBIIKUCE HAa CTOJI X BEIAAB CBOU UCTUHHEIE MBICIIH.

— Ha camowm fene MHe coBceM He 00s3aTeNbHO UATH B [laBuiIboH XyHBIHb. CMOTpPHUTE, OHA BOT-BOT
BeIOEpeT cympyra. [louemy OBl IPOCTO He OTIPABUTH MEHS B yhesn? ITo OblsIo Ob Kyfa JIy4Ile.

— Baime BricouecTBo, He roBopHuTe 00 yaese. YTo xopoiiero B yaene? TaM HeT CBOOO[HL.

— Ho 37mech ee elile MeHbIne. f He Xxo4y UMeTh HUUero obuiero ¢ genamu Crapoi Uy. Ynpasnsiomias
LluHb, g 3HAI0, YTO MPUABOPHLEIE CYUTAIOT, UTO S CKOPO yMpy. [loueMy OB He BOCIIOIh30BaThLCS
CUTyalueu...

— Baime BricouecTBo, 6yibTe OCTOPOXKHEL B CJI0OBaxX, — yIpabisiomas LluHb Oblyia IOKUPOBaHa CTOJb
CTPaHHBIMU MBICTIIMU.

B mupe, raoe Bce cTpeMATCA K BiIacTé, AHb fH BAPYT 3aroBopuia o riynoctsax. OHa MOnbITanach
YCIIOKOUTH €ee:

— He TOBOpUTE 00 aTom Oosnbiie. Ero BenuyecTBo 6YJIeT HEeOOBOJIbHA, U OHA HU 3a YTO He IIO3BOJIUT
BaM yexaThb B yOEII. BBIGOp CyIIpyra — 3TO JIMIIb JaBJI€eHHWe CO CTOPOHEI IIPUIBOPHLIX. y HMMIIEPATPUITBL
€CTh CBOHY IIPUYMHEI, ¥ BBl HE MOJIZKHEI el MellarTk.

— Memats? KT0 KOMy Melraet?

OTu croBa 3acTaBunid AHb fIH BCKOuuTh. CBeUM B 3aJie 3aTpPeIlau, TerKUil BEeTEPOK KOJIBIXHYIT
n1aMsi, 0TOpachiBasi TEHU Ha YCTanyioo QUTYPY, OUepuuBasi ee YUCTHIN U MSATKUHM CUITYIT.



Y 1IuHXyaHb BOIIIA BHYTPb, €€ B3TJIAM OB YCTPEMJIEH B HOYHOe He0o, yChIaHHoe 3Be3gaMu. OHa
yNBIOHYTACh:

— B mocnepnHee BpeMst TH YacTo mpuxonuilb. CeromgHs nekapu 6uiu B [[Bopiie My, 4TOOH
0CMOTPEeTH Tebsi, HO Te0sI He HallIH.

Anb fH BepHYIach Ha CBOE MECTO, TOATEPEB IIeKy pykoi. OHa CMOTpesia Ha UMITepaTPHULly, B YbUX
rJ1a3ax Ijeckasnach rnybokasi HeXKHOCTh, Tellas U r'ycTasi, Kak Bofa, CTPYSLAsCs C TOPHBIX BEPIINH,
HUKOITIa He uccsikas. Eil moKas3anock, 4TO OHa OCJielia, OHa NpoTepiia rjasa, Ho, Koraa OTKPHIa UX
CHOBa, TO! HEKHOCTH yKe He OBLIIO.

— §1 ceromHs BrIe3Kasla C JeBSITEIM ASOed U3 JIBOPIa, TO3TOMY 3a0klia O MpueMe.
— THI Tak yBJIEKIIach, 4TO 3abbiia 060 BceM. 3aBTpa OCTAHbCS BO OBOPIIE, JIEKAPH MPUOYT CHOBA.

VimmepaTpulla CMeHuIa OflexX Oy, Ha Hel OBITI0 3eJIeHOe IIIaThe C BRIITUTHIMU JIOTOCAMHU, IIIest CJierka
OTKpBITA, 00HaXKas 6eyio 1 HexHY0 Koxy. OHa rmoponuia K AHb f1H, 3aMeTUB ee PacCesTHHBIN
B3TJIA.

— ThI BRIMNIAOUIID TOTEPSAHHOU. YTO-TO HENIPUATHOE CIIYYUIIOCH?
— Kak TrI y3Hana... Het, g xoTena cka3ate... — AHb {H 3allHysIach, He 3Hasi, 4TO CKa3arTh.

Eif Ka3ayioch, YTO ee MBICTIH ObIIA IPOYKUTAHE C IIEPBOT0 B3TJIsAAa. I1ocae HeToBKOM may3sl OHa
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK CepJlle Havyamo OUTHCS Yalle, U, MOTHSB Tla3a, CIPOCHUIIa:

— ThI, KaxKeTcs, 04eHb XOpOoIIio MeHsA 3HAEIIb?
I/IMHepanI/II_Ia paccMedanacs, I'iidnd Ha ee CMEHAIOIIUMECd BEIPA2KEHN A, U CeJla HAaIIPpOTHUB.

— Mt ¢ ToOo¥ BMecTe yKe O0Jblille OeCsATH JIeT, KOHEYHO, 5 TeOs 3Hato. Korma s BepHynacsk, B
O6ubnuoTeKe CKal3ajy, YTO TH U3y4ajia UCTOPUYECKHe 3aliucy BpeMeH uMmepatopa Baub u3 Uy. Ecnu
TBI XOYEITb YTO-TO Y3HATh, MOXKEIIb CIIPOCUTH MEHS HAIIPSIMYIO.

YcneimaB 370, AHb H HEBOJIbHO B3TJISHYJIA Ha UMIEepPaTPUIlly. beITh IpaBUTENIEM HETTPOCTO,
TPeOYIOTCS UCKITIOUUTENIbHEIE CITOCOOHOCTH, 0COOEHHO [/ KEHIIUHEI, KOTOpas MPOoIIljia Yyepes
CMYTHBIE BpeMeHa, Cpazkajach C BparaMu u objafiaza CTpaTern4yeCKUM MHIIIIeHUEM, HeIOCTYITHBIM
IJIs JTIofdel KjlaHa AHb.

[IpaBas PyKa yCTaJla, © OHa CMEHHIIa €€ Ha JIEBYIO, IIOAIIEPEB HOJI60pO)IOK, 1 4YeCTHO IIPH3HaJ1acCh:

— AHb {H X0Tena y3HaTh, OTPEKAJICS I UMIlepaTop BaHb OT CBOel CynpyTrH, HO HE CMOTJIa HaluTh
“H(pOpMaIHIo.

Houb yxe omycTunach, CHapyku OblJI0 TEMHO. []ake B TaKOM 0XKUBJIEHHOM MeCTe, KakK ropof
JIuruxkoy, TpeboBaCs CBET JyHBI, YTOOR 0CBETUTH MyTh. U LIuHXyaHb Oblla 3TOU JIYHOM OIS HOBOM
YKoy, cusis spue o601 3BE3[HL.

— HimmepaTop BaHb He oTpeKasncs oT cynpyru. 1o aToro Oviyia uMmneparpuna Mus, TBos Math. 5
JIUIIH YCBIHOBHUJIA Tebs1, Korma Tebe Ol oguH rof, AHb JH. BO3MOXKHO, Thl CUMTaEIllb, YTO TH HE MOS
KPOBb, IT0O3TOMY $1 IpeHe0perai TBOeil KU3HEIO.

U lluaxyaHb CHenaia Iay3y, Urpas Cc 4alkou 4asi. Ee TOHKMe nasbiibl ObIIM 0COOEHHO 3aMEeTHEL, U
Aub fH npuUCTaIbHO CMOTPeia Ha HUX C MCKPEHHUM JIt000nbITCTBOM. OHa He MOTJIa IIOHSTh, Kak



YeJIOBEK, JaxXKe IIOTEPsB IIaMATh, MOT"' U3SMEHHUTH CBOH B3rJIsfm.

Y umnepaTopa Baub ObI7I0 Majo geTel, u Bce oHU ObuIM ctapine AHb dH. Bo Bopile y Hee He OBIIO
Ipy3eH, a CIyXH 0 JI0AAX U3 MOTUlIIero rocygapcTBa CAelall ee XapakTep CIIOKOMHEIM U
peumTenbHEIM. HeKOTOPEIE ABOPIIOBbIe UHTPUTH OblTM HeM3BeCTHH M L{uHXyaHb, U UMEeHHO AHb fH
Hayyusia ee uM.

Ho cemtyac oHa Morja JIETKO O6I.T.IaTI:C${ C TMOEMEPHBIMU IIPUOBOPHEIMHA, 3dMeEYad MebYauInme
JeTalli, B TO BpeMsi KakK Anb fH Xuna Taxk, 6YI[TO HHUKOTI'Ia He CTaJIKhUBaJIaChb C IBOPLOBBIMHU
NHTPUTaMH.

Pasuuia Onl1a CIUIIKOM BeIUKa.
— YTto eme? — Aub fH, BUOSI €e MOJTYaHUE, MSITKO HAallOMHHIJIA.

TOT, KTO JONMKEH OBLT OBITH IMOTPSACEH YCJIBIIIaHHBIM, OKa3aJICA CIIOKOUHee Hee. U ]_[I/InyaHb
O4YHYJIaCh OT BOCIIOMMHAHUM U CKa3aa:

— Anb 4H, ecnu TH X0YeIlTh 9TOT TPOH, 5 MOT'Y BEPHYTH ero Tele.
— CMeHa BJIaCTH BBI30BET Xa0C, AHb SIH HEe X0YeT 3TOrO.

OHa y7neIOHYJIach, ¥ B TJla3aX UMIIEPATPULIBI 3TO BHITTISAEIIO KaK TyMaH, CKPHIBAIOIINM UCTUHY.
IeByika Oblla OKyTaHa apoMaTOM aJIOMHOTO [epeBa, Kak U paHbllle, U IpU OnuKanem
PacCMOTpPEeHUN ee IPUBLIYKY He U3MEHUIUCH, JIULIL €€ OTHOIIEHUE K JIIOASAM CTajlo OPYTUM.

MokHO OBIJIO 3aMeTUTh, YTO AHb JH He UCHHITHIBAIA K HEH BPaXOkbl, HO 1 JOBEPHUA TOXKE HE onlmo0. Ux
OTHOIIEeHHUS OBIIH KaK Y 9yXKHUX Tonen.

HOJIYMaB HEKOTOpOe€e BpeMsi, UMIIEPATPHIIA BCE K€ PEIlnjia HAIIOMHUTh:
— Me}Kny HaMH1 HET KPOBHOT'O POOCTRBA, Aub AH, TH MONXKHA 3TO IOHUMATh.

OTH CJI0Ba, KaK JUKUH 3BePh, BOPBAJIMCH B €€ Cepfilie ¥ OCTaIMCh TaM, Tep3as ero. AHb S1H 6eCCUIbHO
OIIyCTHJIACh Ha CTOJI, BRIPaXKeHUe JIMIla BEIPaxKaslo Jocamy. B mocnenHee BpeMs OHa Hagesjaach Ha
KPOBHOE POMICTBO C UMITePaTPHUIIeH, paCCYUTHIBAS MOJIYYUTh YOI U XKUTh B CBOE YIOOBOJILCTBUE, HO
BCE 3TO 0Ka3aJIOCh JIUIIL ee (paHTa3HeH.

HMnepaTpuila HaMepeHHO HAallOMHUIIA i 00 9TOM, BEPOSITHO, YTOOH! MATh MOHSTh, UTO HE CTOUT
MeuTaTh O TPOHE.

I/IepapXI/I;{ OBlna YEeTKOM, KaK BHE3aIlHO BEIIUTHIM Ha T'OJIOBY yIIaT xonomHOu Bomel. OHa MPA4YHO
CKa3aJla:

— 4 moHUMaIo.

B ee rna3sax MenbKHYyIa TeHb pa304yapoBaHUs, 1 UMIIepaTpHlla, Ka3anock, Obla yauBIeHa O0blle,
yeM cama Aab AdH. OHa HepBHO IIOCTYKKBAJIa IajbllaMU 110 CTOJIY, a 3aTeM B3sJa PYKy AHb AH U TUXO
CKasasa:

— Anpb 44, g... Ecnu TH He TOMHMILB IIPOIIJIOE, IyCTh OyOeT Tak. Temepsb Bce HHAUe, Mbl MOXKEM
Ha4daThb 3aHOBO.

Pyka, nexarasi Ha ee JlafioHH, OblTa BJIaXKHOM, ¥ AHb S1H YKpagKoy B3TrJIsSHYJIA Ha Hee. Ha ee 00BIYHO



OTCTPaHEHHOM JIXlle TTIOIBUJIACh yIbIOKa. [10 cpaBHEHUIO C HEPBO3HOCTHIO KMIIEPATPHULIL, OHA
YyBCTBOBAaJja Ce0sl CIIOKOMHOM.

[Tocne mpoOyKaeHusT OHA CIIBIIIANa TOJIBKO 0 ToM, Kak W LluHxyaHb Oblyla XxpaOpoH, 3aluinaia
TPaHUIb], 3aXBaTuNIa JIMHYKOY, ¥ BCe 3TO 3By4aJio TePOUYHO U BOOXHOBISIOME. Ho ceiiyac oHa
BHJIEJIa YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIK OBII MsATYe, YeM OObIYHAs XKEeHIIMHA.

ITocne HECKONBKUX MEICIIEN OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIQ, YTO €€ JIaOOHHU TO2KE CTAJIX BJIa2KHBIMHU, 1
OCTOPO2KHO CIIpOCHIJIA:

— Tel... yobernb MeHs? Temeps s Hacnemuuiia Ctapoi Uy, a T IO-IPEKHEMY OTHOCHIIBCS KO MHE
KakK K IM0YeTHOMY TocTio. Co BpeMeHeM, pagy MOJIUTUKH... UJIK €CJIU S COBEPIIy OIIMOKY, Thl YObelllb
MeHs?

OHa cTapanach COXpaHSTh CIIOKOWCTBHE, HO B KOHIIE T'0JIOC APOrHYyJ. Ee cTpax OblT HarpaBJieH He Ha
MMIIepaTpHIly, @ Ha CMepPTh.

Y LlyaxyaHb HUKOTTA He TI00MIIa JaBUTh Ha JIIofed, 0cCOOEHHO Ha TeX, KTo e mopor. OHa
YyBCTBOBaJsa, YTO 6eCIIOKOMCTBO AHb fIH CBSI3aHO C UX OTYYKAEHHOCTHIO, U C MSATKOM YIBIOKOMN
cKazaja:

— Her, Benukas Yxkoy u Ctapas Uy HU4eM He OT/IMYAIOTCS, 5 TaKXkKe MOT'Y 3alllUTUTh Tebs. Y MeHs
HeT K TeOe BpaXKbl, & MBICIM O CMEPTH — 3TO JIUILb TBOM (haHTa3HUH.

— A ecrnu 51 COBEPIIY CEPhE3HYI0 OIIUOKY?

9TOT BompoC OBUT HEMHOT'O HATSHYTHIM, ¥ KMIIEPATPHUIIA, TS HA €e Cepbe3HO0e BHIpaXKeHUe,
yNBIOHYTaCh:

— 4 He mo3BoI0 TEOE COBEPIIUTEL GOMIBIIYIO0 OMMOKY. U elile 0fiHO, 5 MOMXKHa TeOs MpeayIpeauTh.
Anb fH HanpsArzacsk.

— Yro?

— 4 He BEIOEPY CcympyTa.

JIroOUTH KEHITMHY, KOHEYHO, HEe 3HAUUT BHIOMPATh Cympyra. B cBeT/ibIxX T71a3ax AHb fH 0TPa3uIoCh
HEXKHOE U CEPhe3HO0e JINII0 UMIIEPATPHIIL], ¥ OHA TYT JKe OTBETHUJIA:

— 41 3Hat0, TH BEIOEpEIb CYIPYTY, S He 6yay BMEUINBATLCS.

Korpga s moHsIa, 94TO OBOIOPOAHBIN OpaT KpacuB, 3TO yxKe ObI0 He MOUM, HanpuMmep, JIu CioHbXyaHb
C KyIpsSIBRHIMU BOJIOCAMH, KYMHD [I€TCTBA... BO3pacT BhIaeT.

oOpeIii Beuep, LeNyio.
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