— Hwuuero, He BxoguTe! — GBICTI)O otBeTun Cs0 LIsiHB, €ro rouoc OBLT XPHUIITIEIM U CJIETKa
IIPEPLEIBUCTEIM.

JIuns JIuH C HegJoyMeHHEM B3TJIAHYJIa Ha OKHa 3ana CYHTJF{H, IIOCTOsAJIa Y IBEPH B HEPEITNUTEIIEHOCTH,
3aTeM CIIyCTHUJIdCh Ha OB€ CTYIIEHBKH U BEPHYJIACh Ha CBOE MeCTO Y BXOHAa.

— THI IeHCTBUTENIBHO KECTOK.

Csto LIsiHBb BBITED JIUIIO, YCHIMTAaHHOE OCKONMKAMU YalHBIX TUCThEB ¥ KAIlJIIMU BOOHI, TIOTHSJICS, B35/
pyky ®an MuHII3109, U3 KOTOPO# COYMIAcCh KPOBb ITOCIIe pa30UTOM YalllKy, HalI0kKUI Ma3b U
IIPOBOpYAI:

— Ockop6ieHre ©MIIepPaTopa, a s BCEro JIUIIb PYKy Tebe mepeBsi3a.

®an MuHI3109 NOIIEBENINII TYTO 3a0MHTOBAHHOM JIaJOHBI0 U 0€CCTPACTHO IIPOU3HEC:

— 3a ockopbiieHNe UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 BeINYeCTBa I MOT OBl ¥ T'OJIOBY TBOIO OTPYOHUTS.
— PazBe Barre BenuyecTBo cMor OB CO MHOM paccTaThbCs? — mogapa3uun Cso LsHb.
®an MUHIL3103 CKOJI3HYJI II0 HEMY B3TJISIIOM U C YCMEIIKOM CKa3al:

— Be3 TamanTa u 6e3 KkpacoTe? KoHeuHo, cMOT OFHI.

— Barme BenmuyecTBo, Buepa HOYBIO B IIOCTEJIU THI TOBOPHUJI COBCEM MHOE. BUOMMO, UMIIEPATOPHL U
BIIPSIMb OeccepreyHsl.

Csio Llsgub C IIPUTBOPHBEIM COZKAJIEHHEM B3JOXHYII, HpOH.IéJ'ICH I10 3aJ1y ¥ HAKOHEIl OCTAHOBHUJICA Y
HHU3KOI'0 CTOJIMKA Y OKHa.

Ecnu 651 He npunuyus, Pa" MuH13103 6bl TOUHO TI0KA3aJl €My Ijla3aMHu.

Y cronuka Csio LIsTHb BRUIMIT OCTHIBIIUYM Yall B KYPUJIBHUIYY, YTOOHI IIOTACUTH OCTABIIHUECS
6maroBoHus. JIETKMi JEIMOK MOJHSJICS B Bo3AyX. OH MOJHEC KYPUIBHUIY K HOCY, BOOXHYJI, U IIPU
TYCKJIOM CBETEe CBe4el ero KpacCUBbIe I'jla3a CjierKa MOKpaCHeH.

— 910 61ar0BOHKE, — XPUIITIO IIPOU3HEC OH.

[Tomoigsa K OKHY, OH paclaxHyJjl CTBOPKY PEe3HOM KPaCHOU paMbl, Ha KOTOPOU OTpaXaJiuCh CMyTHEIE
TeHU fiepeBbeB. [IpoxyagHbI HOYHOU BeTEPOK BOPBAJICA B KOMHATY, pa3BerBas I'yCTOU, OypMaHAIIUI
apoMaT CaHOAJIOBOTO epeBa U MPUHOCS C COO0M CBEeXMH, OOOPSIIUH 3armax CUPeHH.

— EBHyXa, 4TO IPUBEN MEHS CIOfa CErofHS HOYbI0, 5 yKe Ka3Hui, — Cs0 LIgHb CHOBa ycescs Ha
Kpal KpoBaTu. — Ho maxe ecnu Ol 9TO OBIIIO MEXKAY HAMMU... HUYETO CTPAIIHOTO, BEOb MBI
MMIIepaTop U UMIIepaTpuIia, BCE 3aKOHHO.

OH roBOpHUII C YCMEIIKOM, HO B [yIlle YYBCTBOBAJI CTpaHHOe 6ecroKoicTBO. EMy 65110 4yTh OOJIbIIIE
IBadlaTH, OH OB TTOJIOH CUJI, HO laXke He IIpUKacascs K xXeHIMHaM. HeyKenu OH ¥ BIIPaBAY
romocekcyanuct? OT OOHOM 3TOW MBIC/IH €ro epefepHyIIo.

OnHaxko, B3T/ITHYB Ha ussmHoe uio ®a" MuHI3103, OH BOPYT [T0YYBCTBOBAJI JIETKOE BOJTHEHMUE. ..
Tody, HaBepHOE, 3TO BCE eIne 3deKT Toro 3embs!

Csio L[HH]: CJIeTKa KalllJIgHYII, YTOORI CKDPBITE CMYIIIEHHUE.



®aH MUHI3109 C yOUBIEHHEM ITIOCMOTPEN Ha Hero, U y Cs10 LITHb BO3HUKIIO OINyIeHue, OYITO ero
CYHUTAIOT IyPaKOM.

— Tol gyMaeliib, 3TO OBIJIO IOATOTOBIEHO Iyt Te0s?
Cso0 LIssHb Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMep:

— YTO TH UMeelIb B BUAY?

Yronku ry6 ®aH MuHII3103 TPUIIOTHSIUCE:

— Tlocye TOro Kak THI BOIIEN BO JBOPEI], T IPaKTUYEeCKH He mokuman J[IBoper; ®sHbH 1 HE 3HAEIb
nopor. Ecnu 661 cerogHs HOUbi0 TeOs OBEIM OKOIBHBIMHU ITyTSIMU M THI OBl BOILIET CIOla, YBUIEB MEHS
B KOMITQaHUY MYKYWH U XKEHIWH, ¥ Hadan Obl Kpu4yaTh, MO PelyTallis PaclyTHOTO UMIIepaTopa
Oblta OB TOOTBEPKAEHA. A THI, YBUEB TaKoe, pa3Be Obl ycrmokomics? ITocnencTBui 661710 OB MHOTO,
He TOJIbKO ABOMHAsS BeIroga. Ho ceiyac, Korma Tl 30eCh, OHU, KOHEYHO, He MPUILITIOT CBOUX JTIOEH.

Cso LissHb MOTYa MOCKUEN, 3aTEM BAPYT 3ajie3 IO OHesiyio, IET U 3aKPHIJ I'Ia3a.

— THI...

— [ToroBopum ytpoM. Certdac craTh.

®ax MuHI3109: ...

Ha paccBete, Korja TyHHBIU CBET €IlI€ He paccescs, B ABepu 3ana CyHBSH IOCTy4dallu.

— Bamie BenruecTBo, rocmoxa UMIIepaTpulla, Iopa Ha ayIueHInIo, — pa3pancs ronoc JIuae JIuH.
3aTeM IOCTIBIIIANC TPOH3UTEIbHBIHM I'0JIOC EBHYXA:

— locnoxka uMmneparpua? I'ocrioxka uMnepaTpuiia 3aech? ITO HapyllaeT IIpaBuiia, Tak HEb34...
[IBepb C TPOXOTOM paclaxHynach.

Csio LIgHB, KOTOPHIM TOJIKO YTO 3aCHYJI, OblJI pa30yKeH U efiBa He CXBATUJI CO CTEHHI MeY
MMIIePaTOPCKOM BIACTH, YTOOH KOT0-HUOYb MPUKOHYUTL. HaKMHYB BEPXHIOO 0fleKAY, OH OPOCHII
XOJIOOHBIN, TPOHU3BIBAIOIINM B3TJISA HAa HU3KOPOCJIOT0 TOJICTOTO €BHYXa Ha CTyNeHbKax. Ero rjiasa
CBepKaJH, KaK OTTOUYEHHbIEe JIe3BHUS.

— HapymaeT npaBuna? — OH XOJIOAHO YCMEXHYJICS. — MMIlepaTop ¥ UMIIepaTPHIla CIsAT BMECTE —
3TO €CTECTBEHHO U NpaBuyibHO. Kakue TyT MoryT 6biTh mpaBusa? O0bsiCHU-Ka MHe!

— 9-9T0... 3T0... — J[loy HuH gpoxkaj oT cTpaxa, He 3Hasl, YTO OTBETUTD, IIOT KATUJICS II0 €T0 JIUIY.

Csio LIgub ¢ mecaTu neT OB Ha 1osie 605, OH OeWCTBUTEILHO BEIKUII CPefU TPYNoB. Ero B3rism Mor
HamnyraTh 0O CMEPTH BPaXkeCKOTo TeHepasia, YTO YK I'OBOPUThL O €BHYXE, KOTOPHIN BCIO JKU3Hb ITPOBENT
B TJIVIIIM MaJIeHbKOTO T'OCYIapCTBa, He BUMEB HACTOSIINX OYPh?

— CKaXu MUHUCTpPaM, YTO UMIIEPaTop BUuepa MPOCTYOUJICS, CETOIHS ayaueHInus oTMeHseTcs. I1ycTh
BCe OOKJafbl mpuHecyT B 3an CyHbsIH, — X0JIOOHO IpuKa3ai Cso LIgaHb.

— l'ocmmoxka HMIIEpaTpuIia, 3TO HE COOTBETCTBYET...



oy Hun Ovin mpepBaH ycmemko# Cso LsiHb:

— 3Ha4uT, B 3TOM [IBOPIIE IIpaBuJjla BaxHee uMmieparopa? He 3Haio, Kakoe 9To mpaBuiio HaHbiod unm
3aBeT IIPEeOKOoB?

[TocnenHue cnoBa OBLIN IPOU3HECEHH ¢ 0COOLIM akileHTOM, U y Jloy HuHa ékHyso cepaue. OH OHAT,
4TO 3TO [eJI0 He [JIs HeTro, MaJeHbKOT0 eBHyXa.

— Cnyra... ciyra cefi9ac MOUAET.

3aKphIB IBEPh ¥ BEPHYBIIUCH B 3aj1, Csi0 LIgHbL C coxkKaleHueM 0CO3HaJ, YTO BUepalllHui COH ObLIT
TIJIOXMM, ¥ PEIlny YCKOPUTH IIJIaH 110 HaBe[eHWIO MOPSAKa BO ABOPILe, 4TOOH B OymyuieM u3bexkartb
TAKWUX HOYel. FIHaue OH He CMOXKeT rapaHTUPOBaTh, YTO He PA3HECET 3TOT ABOPELI.

3a mupmoit ®aH MUHIBI03 yKe IPOCHYJICS, JIeKasl Ha KPOBaTU U CMOTpeJT Ha Hero. Csio LIsiHb cen Ha
Kpa¥ KpoBaTH, HaIUJ ce0e XOJIOOHOTO Yalo, BHIIWII U C YIROKO0M mocMoTpes Ha ®aH MUHI3I03:

— YTo TH Ha MeHSI CMOTPHUIL? THl B TAKOM COCTOSIHUH, a eI€ XOUelllh Ha ayaueHnui0? He xouy Tebs
o0uKaTh, HO KaKasl pa3Hulla, Oymelsb Th UMIIEPAaTOPOM UIH HET? B 3TOM Mupe 4To TH BOOOIIIEe
MOKEIb PELIUTh?

B zane BOIAPHUJIaCh THETYyIIasd THIIXHA.

Csto LIsTHB TTOHMMAJT, YTO €ro CJI0Ba OBIIU CIUIIKOM PE3KHUMH, HO eCJIU [aXKe 3TOT0 Hejb3s IPU3HATh,
o ®aH MUHIIZI03 yXKe He CIACTH. JIydllle MOTPATUTh CUJIB HA COTPYIHUYECTBO C XUTPHIM U
aMOUIIMO3HEIM BenmukuM HacTaBHUKOM YaHOM, 4eM Ha 0e3HaméxkHoe OeJo.

PecHuupt ®an MUHI31039 JPOTHYJIH, OH OMYCTHI I'1a3a. Ero ronoc 611 TUXUM U 6€CCTPaCTHHIM:
— JleliCTBUTEJILHO, HUYETO 51 He MOT'Y PEIIUTh.

OH 3amos4as, 3aTeM CHOBA OTKPHBIJI I'JIa3a:

— Ho Tpon, 1o KpaiiHel Mepe, BCE eIl€ B MOUX PyKaX.

Csio LIsiHb 3aMeTHJI, 4YTO OH 0OJIbINEe He Ha3blBaeT ce0si «MEBI», U, IOCTaBUB YAllKy, YCMEXHYIICS:
— Bupgumo, T TOXe He X0uelllb ObITh MapUOHETOUHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM.

®an MuHI3109 yNIBIOHYICS, €T0 JIUIL0 0CTAaBaIOCh XOJIOAHBIM:

— Tebe He HY2KHO 0O0JIbINe CIBITEIBATE MEHS OT UMEHH fH L3unsg. {4 IIPEeAIrouTy OCTAaThCA
MapHOHeTKOfI, HO He CTaHYy 3aKNI49aThk C HUM IIPEeaaTeJIbCKue COeIKN.

— dn [3uns? — Cs0 LigHp HaxMypuncs. — Kakoe OTHOIIEHVE UMeEeT 3TOT IOAJIbIN TUII KO BCEMY
3TOMY?

®an MUHI3109 C HACMEIIKOH YIBIOHYICS:

— Heyxenu 1o Tak O6bICTPO 3a6b11? KTO TOBOPHII, UTO BOIIEI BO ABOPEL, YTOOHI CTATh MEIIKOoM AH
LI3uHs ¥ KOHTPONMUPOBaTh MeHs? KTo roBopu, 4To Bi06aeH B fAH [[3uHs 663 maMsaTH U TOTOB
cOenaTh O HEro BCE, YTO YTOMHO, U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OTIIPABUT MOIO TOJIOBY eMy?

Cso Ll IUPOKO PACKPEUI I'1a3a 0T U3YMJIEHU .



Heyxenu npexHui Bragenel] aToro tena, Csio Lu, 6w cBsi3an ¢ AH L3unem?! Cso LIsTHE CXBATUIICS
3a 7100, BeHBI HA BUCKAX ITyJIbCUPOBAJIH.

OH He uCHHITEBAN K fAH L[3UHIO MIOTOM HEHABUCTH, HO ¥ APYXKOH MeXOy HUMHU He Ovln0. Korma oH
emné Obln reHepanoM Benmukoit L3unb, A1 LI3uHD IOOIIEN K HEMY C ITPeAI0KeHNeM ITePetTH Ha ero
cropony. Csio LisiHb 3Han, uTo AH L[3uHb ObIT BEIIBUHYT HaHbi09, HO OKa3aJjcs npengareneM. Takoin
YeJI0BeK MOT YKYCHUTh IIPEeKHEro X0351MHa, a 3Ha4YUT, MOT IIpefaTh U HelHemHero. [Tostomy Cso LigHb
BCeraa OTKa3bIBaJICS MPUHUMATh €T0 IIPEeOI0KeHNE.

Ho Yxy Kyns He obOpaian Ha 3To BHUMaHus. OH CYUTAJI, YTO CMOXKET yIpaBiaTh AH L[3uHeM, u
cornacuncs. A korga Csio LisiHb ymuparn, 41 L[3UHb CTOSI PSAOOM U C HAaCMEIIKO# yiari0ancs.
OueBUOHO, OH HE TOIBKO CO37aBajl eMy IIpo0ieMbl Ha 1ojie 0051, HO ¥ TIOACTaBIIAN €T0.

B o6mem, Csio LisiHb O roTOB HaHecTu AH LI3uHIO IBa yoapa BMecTo ofHOro. Teneps ®an MuH13109
TOBOPUJI, YTO 3TO TEJIO, BO3MOXKHO, OBIII0 CBs3aHO ¢ fAH [I3uHeM. OT ogHOM MBICIH 00 3TOM €ro
TOIIIHUJIO.

— XBaTHUT TBOHUX yI0BOK, — Csio LIsTHE ¢ pa3mpaxkeHneM moTep 106. — Y MeHs HeT HUKAKHUX CBSI3eH C
fH LI3uHeM, BCE, 9TO s TOBOPHU paHbIlle, OLIIO JIOXKEI0. B OymyiieM, eciid TH 3aX0Uelllb, S IIOMOTY
Tebe u30 BCeX CHuJl.

®aH MUHII3I03 CTPAaHHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HEeT0, 3aTeM CHOBaA OITYCTHII I''Ta3a X 3aMOJI4all.

— Yro? — Cs0 Lsub YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MEBEICJIM UMIIEPATOPA CIIMIIKOM CJIOZKHEI OJId IOHUMAaHU .
qupamHI/Ie Pa3roBOPEI O 3aroBOpPAX y2Ke IIOPAOKOM YTOMHUIIN €T0.

— 41 Bcero nuIIb MapUOHETOUHBEIM UMIIEPATOD, Y MEHS HUYEro HeT, — BOPYT cKa3aynl ®aH MUHIIBI0S.
— Yanu HOiiny, fu 1[3uHb — OHU KOHTPOJIUPYIOT ABOP. Tebe CTOUT MPUCOENUHUTHCS K HUM, a He KO
MHe.

Cso Llsap paccMmesisics:

— T 2Ke caM cKasaJl, 4To ¥ TeOs eCTh TPOH. A 4To ecTh y MeHs? 4 Gemguee Tebs. KTo 3axoueT
IIPUHATH MEHSA?

®an MuHII3109 KUBHYJI, TJTyOOKO COTJIAIIAsCh:
— Bepno. A L[I3unb, KaxeTcs, Te0s HeTOMIOOIMBAET.
— A s ero mo6mio? — ycmexnyncs Csio LIsiHb.

— Torpma Kak MBI, Ba 4esloBeKa 0e3 Hu4ero, BepHéM HaHpi03? — Tuxo cupocun ®an MuHI3103,
OIIyCTHB IjIa3a.

Csio Llsgub BOpyr cOpOCHII carory, BCKOYXII Ha KpoBaTh ¥ HaBanuics Ha ®PaH MUHI3I03, 0CTOPOXKHO
u3berasi ero paHhsl. Mx muila 0Ka3anuch BIJIOTHYIO, ¥ OH, CMOTPSI CBEPXY BHU3, CJIETKa MIPUIITYPHUIICS:

— IIpopmomnKay MPUTBOPSITHCS.
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