B KoHIle KOHII0B, AEBYIIKY BhIIANK 3aMyXK 3a Opyroro, a ®an MuHI13103, 0OKa3aBIINCh KEPTBOU
WHTPUT, HEJTOBKO CBSI3aJICS C MJTQMIINM CHIHOM 06eIHEeBIIero apuCTOKPaTUYeCKOoro pofia, U eMy
TIPUITHACAIN CKJIOHHOCTH K JIyHBSIHY. B UTOTEe OH OBINT BHIHYKEH XKEHUTHCS Ha 3TOM MJIAfIIeM CHIHE,
Cs0 Ly, coenaB ero uMmepaTpulied, 4TO Pa3pyLIniio ero penyTaluuio U JINIIUII0 HacjlegHUKOB. C Tex
II0Op OH MOT JIKIIIh TIOKOPHO UT'PaTh POJib c71aboro uMiepaTopa 6e3 peanbHOM BIAaCTH, OTAAB CTPaHY
Bemnuxkou 113uHE.

B riny6une gyum Csio LIsTHB MCIBITEIBANI COYYBCTBHE K 9TOMY MOJIofoMy uMnepaTtopy. OmHako Ha
nojie 6051 COYyBCTBHE OBIJIO OECIIOIE3HBIM.

Csio LIstHb OBITT 4eJT0BEKOM MPOCTHIM, ¥ BCE 3TH OBOPLIOBEIE HHTPHUTHU BHI3BIBAIM Y HETO T'OJIOBHYIO
6osb. K TOMy Ke ero HbIHELTHee TeJi0 GBII0 JOBOIBHO CIAbBIM, U IIOCTIE IIeJIOr0 [HS XJIOIOT OH yCTall,
TIOTOMY OBICTPO MOTPY3UIICS B COH.

Ho nocpenu cHa ero pa3oymumnmu.
— l'ocnoauH, TOCIIOAWH, IPOCHUTECH!

Tonoc Jluns JIun B yiax Cso LgHs 3Bydan Kak Ha30iinuBoe 1jebeTaHue BOpoObs, ¥ OH efiBa
caepKascs, 4ToObl He MUIENHYTh ee.

B Benukou L3uns Cso LIsiHS, reHeparna, 3alulllaBlIero CTpaHy, Takxe 3Banu ['eHepanoM OTHEHHOU
Moimu. C 0BHOM CTOPOHBI, OH OBLT U3BECTEH CBOMMU BOEHHBIMU IIOOBUTAMHU, C APYTOM — Yy HETo ObLI
y2KaCHBIM XapakTep 10 yTpaM. Korfa oH 31uics, TO ObII TOTOB CXKe4b [laKe OBOPEL.

OpHaxnasl, BO BpeMs BOWHHI C XyHHY Ha CeBepe, Bparu YCTPOUIN HOUYHOe HamafeHue, pa3dygus Cso
Lisus. Ha cnenyrolee yTpo IaHbOW XYHHY, TPOCHYBIIKCH, 00HaAPYKMII, 4TO ¢aru Bemukoit 113uHb
y2Ke pa3BeBalOTCA y €ro ABepeu, U B CTpaxe MOCHelInI 3aK/I04YnuTh Mup. [laxe YKy KyHb He
OCMeJuBasIcsl OYOUTh €ro IMOCpenu HOYH.

Cs0 LIsiHB, TIONHBIM THEBA, MOJHSAJICS C IIOCTENIM U, TSI Ha 3aHaBECKU KPOBaTH, IPOU3HEC C YTPO30KU
B T'OJIOCE:

— B gyem geno?
JIvns JIuH, ucnyraHHas ero TOHOM, OpoxKasa:

— I'-rocnioguH, u3 3ana CyHbSH NPUILIKA CKa3aTh... YTO UMIIePaTOP IPOCTYOUIICS U IPOCUT Bac
IPUUTH.

Haxe xorma Uxky Kyub OblT yOUT, HUKTO HEe OCMeNUBajCsS OyIUTh MeHs IIoCpeau Houu!

Csio LgHb B myIIe THEBHO KpUdall, HO, COEPXKHUBAs SPOCTh, MOAHSJICS, OBICTPO YMBIJICS M BBHIIIET U3
OBoplia BMecTe ¢ JIuHb JIuH.

CHapyXWu WX XOala¥ OBa eBHyxa. CTapuIuii ©3 HUX, BLICOKOMEPHBIH, 1IeJI Biepeau ¢ GoHapeM, ero
TOHKWU TOJIOC 3By4Yall C OTTEHKOM yIIpeKa:

— Barre BenuuecTBO, UMIEPATOP ellle peOeHOoK, BaM ciaeayeT ORTh C HUM IoMsirde. B mocnemuue gHU
OH OBIJT HETIPaB, HO BBl BCe Xe He [IOIKHbBI C HUM CIIOPUTh. OH — IIPABUTENIb CTPAHEI, ¥ €r0 JIUII0
HY2KHO yBaXarh...

— XM.



OcranbHble croBa ObUIX IIpEePBaHbl XOJIOAHBIM cMemmKkoM Cso LisgHs.
Crapslil eBHYX II0OYYBCTBOBAJI X0JIOf 110 CIMHE U 3aMojI4all.

Csio 1IssHb OCTAHOBHIICS ¥, YKa3aB Ha CTAPOT0 €BHYXa, XOJIOOHO CKa3all CTOSIIUM Ha CTpaxke
comaraM:

— JTOT MeJIKUU CIIyra OCMeJIuJICS KieBeTaTh Ha HhIHEILIHeTro uMiepaTopa. Ka3HuTts ero.
Bce BOkpyr 3amepiu.
— Pa3Be BHI HE CJIBIIAIN MOUX CJIOB?

Xomnonuwi# B3rnan Cso LIsgHS ycTaBUIICS Ha OBYX COJIOAT, ¥ B €T0 I'/la3axX MeJIbKHYIIa JiefisHast
yOUNCTBEHHOCTD.

ConpmaTsl, B3OPOTHYB, Tog0ekaiy U CXBAaTUIU CTAPOr0 eBHYXa.
ToT, OTTOMHUBINKCE, Ha49all KPUYaATh:

— WMmnepaTpulia, BBl HE MOXeTe Tak MOCTYIUTh CO MHOU!  — 4esioBeK ummneparopa! 910 MATEXK,
910 MecTh! 4 X0uy BUmeTh uMiiepaTopa! f xouy BUmeTs uMIepa...

Csio L s1HE, OTOPBAB KYCOK PYKadBd, 3aTKHYJI UM POT CTAPOTr0 €BHYXad, €0 HaXMYyPEHHbIe 6pOBI/I
BBIPpAaZKaJIk XOJIOOHYIO 2KE€CTOKOCTh:

— B cBsilieHHOM ABOpIIE IIyM HemonycTuM. belTe ero 3mecsk, s 6yny HaOmomaTh. Ecnu He yObeTe, s
He yUumy.

ITH CJI0BA, IIOJIHEIE YTPO3EBI, 3aCTAaBUIX BCEX IIOYYBCTBOBATH XO0JIO 110 CIIMHE.
ConpaTel, BUIS 9TO, He CMEJM MEeJJINTh, B3SUIX MaJKH ¥ Hadallu OuThH IIpsAMO Ha Jopore.

CTapblif €BHYX CHayajia 0TYasiHHO COIIPOTHUBIISIICS, HO KaK OH MOT IIPOTUBOCTOSITh CHJIbHEIM
conpataM? BcKope OH yzKe MOT TOJBKO IIJIaKaTh, €T0 PYKU TSHYIUCH B CTOPOHY Csto LIsHs, ocTaBisas
TEMHbIe KPOBaBHIE CJIEIBI Ha CEPOii Jopore.

Csio LIssHb ocTaBajics 6e3ydacTHRIM, HaOmomas, Kak PYKK eBHYXa TePSIOT CUIy, JePralTCs U
HaKOHeIl 0OMIKAaI0T.

— JlapmHO, TIOXOPOHUTE ero Iae-HuOymb.
Cs0 LissHb MaxHy/1 PyKOU, IPOU3HECS 3TO PABHOLYIIIHO.
Conpartsl, fpoXa, yTALIUIN CTaporo eBHyXa.

CTeksiHHBIE JBOPLIOBEIE (hOHApPHU 10 06eUM CTOPOHAM JOPOTHU SIPKO FOPeJiy, CJIOBHO JIyHHBIH LIEJIK,
YCTHUJIABIINYI 3€MIIIO.

Momnopol eBHYX, ApPOXKa, KakK B IUX0OpafKe, 1ie Buepenu ¢ GpoHapeM, a JIunb JIuH ma psagom ¢ Cso
LIssHEM, OIIyCTUB I'OJIOBY.

— Yo, THI TOXKE OOUIILCT?



Cso sgap mocMoTpen Ha JIuab JIuH.

Ta B3OPOTHYyJIad, 3aTEM BHE3aAlIHO IMOAHSATIA I'OJIOBY, €€ I'lila3a onecrenu, a JINIO ITOKPaACHEJIO OT
BOJIHEHUA:

— I'-rociogus! Bl TONBKO 4TO OB TaK BeIMYEeCTBEHHBI! OTOT eBHYX [IMH IaBHO MHe He HpaBUJIC!
Korpa 51 TonMbKO MOCTyIIXIIa BO ABOPEL], OH MBITAJICS 3aCTaBUTh MEHS CTaTh €r0 HAJIOXKHUIIEH, a KOoTga
sl OTKa3ajach, MEHs OTIIPABUIN B XOJIOOHEINA OBOpeIl. f cama BuOesna, Kak OH yOUI MHOKECTBO
HEBUHHEIX [IEBYIIEK...

— 0?

Csto LIsgub momHSIT OPOBE:

— 4 myMas, OH IPOCTO NpefaTesb, HO OKa3blBaeTCs, OH ellle U TUPaH.

— [Ip-npematens?!

JInub JIMH BCKPUKHYIA, 3aTeM OBICTPO MPUKPEITIa POT, IIMPOKO PAaCKpPHIB I'Ias3a.

Cs0 LIssHE TOCMOTPETT Ha MOJIOZOT0 €BHYXa, KOTOPHIY 3aMep BIepenu, U MeIJIeHHO IPOU3HEC:

— HeKOTOpre JIIOY HEe ITIOHUMAlIOT, KTO UX KOPMHUT. Oun OyMaloT, 4TO C Oomee MOT'yII€CTBEHHBIM
IIOKPOBHUTEJIEM MOT'YT IIPEOaTh, HO 38.6bIBaIOT, 4YTO UX XKHM3Hb BCE K€ B PyKaX TOro, KTO omxe.

JIuus JIuH, XOTS ¥ HE COBCEM IIOHSA, IIOHAA, YTO peds uaeT 0 4eM-TO CEPLE3HOM, U IIOCIIEIINIa
OIIYCTHUTH I'0OJIOBY, HE TOBOPSA HHU CJIOBA.

Mornopnoii eBHYX, IOT KarmaJ ¢ ero j16a, poHaps B €ro pyKe 4yTh He yIall.

9X, TOJILKO YTO IIOMOT MOJIOIOMY MUMIIEPATOPY U30aBUTHCS OT IPeHaTesis, Kak ke OH JOJIXKeH MeHS
0T0IarolapuTh?

Wpnsa o gopore, Cso LisgHb 3agymancs.
JlyHa mogHsIachk BEICOKO B He00, B 3ane CyHBSIH CBET OBLI TYCKIIBIM.
Y BXOfa CTOSIIU [Be CIIyKaHKH, KJIeBaBIIue HOCOM.

OmHa U3 HUX, IOTUPAs I1a3a, CIyYyaiHo MOgHsIa B3TJIA U YBUOENA, YTO M0 OCBEIIIEHHON HOpore
UAYT HECKOIBKO puryp. OHa TYT Ke MPOCHYIACh ¥ CIIYCTUIACH C JIECTHUIIB, YTOOBI BCTPETUTD UX.

— Cso [Ia13Hl, rae eBHYX JuH? O, I04eMy ThHI BRITJISOUIIL TaK 671eHO?

Csio [151130], BeCh B HEPBHOM HalpSIKeHUHU, IIpU cBeTe (poHAps BHITTIAAeN OeIHBIM, KaK IpU3pakK.
YBupes bu Illy, oH OBICTPO CXBATUII €€ 3a PYKY U CHenajl 3HaK rla3aMu:

— BrICTpee noONpUBETCTBYUTE UMIIEPATPULLY!

Bu Illy, ci0BHO TONBKO ceyac MOHSIB, OTJITHYJIACh Ha3ajl U MeIJIeHHO MTOKJIOHUTIACh, HO C
BLICOKOMEPHBIM BUIOM, He oOpairas Ha Cs0 LIsTHS HUKAKOr0 BHUMAHMUS:

— Pab6wias bu Iy npuBeTCTBYeT UMIIepaTpully. Ballle BeTMuecTBO, I0YEeMY Bh HE OTIbIXAeTe B
X0/I0gHOM ABOPIIE B TaKOU IO3MHUY Yac, a IPUILINA B IIOKOX uMIepatopa? Ecnu uMnepatop y3Haer,



BaM, BO3MOKHO, 00JIbllle He BEIOPAThCS 13 XOJIOMHOTO BOPIIA. ..

Bbu Iy rosopuna ¢ ynoBOJIbCTBUEM, He 3aMeydasi, Kak Cs10 [131[3bI HEPBHO MOTE]I.
— OTmpaBbTe €€ B IIpayeyHyIo.

Csi0 LigHb He cTan IePEMOHUTHCS, XOTOOHO MPOU3HEC.

Conpathl, cTosgmue 3a HUM, 6e3 Konebanuii cxBatunu bu Ily.

Csio LisiHb, Ka3aoCh, PEIniI UATH 00 KOHIA. Pas yX oH yxKe HayaJs, To He OymeT cKpeiBaThcs. OH
MaJio 3Hajl 0 CUTyaluu B HaHbi09, ¥ ceriyac ObIJT XOPOIINI MOMEHT, YTOOLI BHIMAHUThL 3MEI0 U3
YKpBITUSA. VICIIONB3ys MHIUEHT ¢ XOJIOOHEIM IBOPLIOM, OH PEIIXyI II0Ka3aTh ce0s KEeCTOKUM U
OecnomafHEIM, U 3TO €T0 He CMYIIao.

O=H 65111 yBepeH, 4To HaHbI03 KakK pa3 HyXKAaeTcs B TOM, YTOOLI OH BCTPSIXHYJI 3Ty I'PSI3b, U HE CTAHYT
CIWIIKOM PaHO Ha HEro HamapaTh.

bu Illy, B momyo6MOPOYHOM COCTOSTHUM, XOT€eJla YTO-TO BO3Pa3UTh, HO YCJIBIIIAJa X0IOIHbIHM T0I0C
Csio Lsgus:

— He MemaliTe uMnepaTopy. 3aTKHUTE € POT U YBEOUTeE.

— MwmmM... Umnepa... MMM...

bu Illy oT4yasiHHO CONPOTUBIIANIACH, II0KA €€ YBOOUIIH.

Csto [1a113561, G1emHbIM, YKpagKoy B3TJISHYJI Ha 3TO, eTr0 pyKa ¢ poHapeM apoxara.

Csio LIsub He o6pa1_uaﬂ BHUMAHUSA Ha CJIIOZKHBIE M UCIIYTdHHBEIE YYBCTBaA Cso IIa113HI, Impouiejr MuEMO
HHX U BOIIEJI B 3a4]l.

[Ipyras ciykaHKa Caja y BXofa, faxe He 3aMeTuB, Kak Cs0 LIgHb BoIIe.

Ecnu BOKpyr uMInepaTopa Takue CIIyrd, Kak Xe CTpaHa He nafgeT?

Csio LIgHb IOUYBCTBOBAJI, UTO €r0 Oyayiias Ku3Hb OyeT HEIIPOCTOH.

3an CyHbsH OB TOTPYKEH BO ThMY, faxke (poHapel He OBLIIO.

JIyHHBIHN CBeT MpoOuBajICsd CKBO3b OKHA, OCTaBJIsAsA OeqHbIe CIEOBl HAa X0JI0JHOM MPaMOPHOM IIOJY.
Cs0 sub Benen JIuub JIMH 0CTaThCA Y BXOAA, @ CaM BOILEJI BHYTPb.

MenneHHO HpI/I6J'II/I3I/IBH.II/ICI: K IMAPMeEe 3a 3aHaBeCKaMHu, Csio Ligup YCIIBIIIAII TA2KeJIOe OhIXaHNe 1
TUXWE B3TOXH B IIOJTHOM TEMHOTE. I.HOpOX TKaHH YKa3bIBaJl Ha TO, YTO KTO-TO C TPyOOM [OBUTAJICA.

OcTopoxHo obouns mupMy, Cso LIsTHE yBUAE, KaK KeJITHIH IIeIKOBBIN ITOJIOT CKUMaJjla TOHKas
PyKa, a 4eJI0BeK B TOHKOM HOYHOM XajlaTe HaAllOJIOBUHY BbIJIE3 U3 KPOBATH, IIBITASICh JOTIHYTHCS [0
YAIIKY C BOOOU Ha CTOJIMKE.

CepeOpuCTHIii TYHHBIHM CBET CKOJIB3HYJI IO €T0 JIUIY, KCKaXXKeHHOMY OT 6011, mo6aBisis eMy
TAUHCTBEHHOTO cusiHus. Ero sicHBIE T71a3a, Y4epHEBIe U Oejble, OTpaXKaau CBET, CIOKONHEIE U
rnybokue, Kak 6e3nHa. ToHKME T'YOBI C3KalKuCh, CTUCHYB 60/, HO He U37aB HU 3BYyKa.
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