— Jlagao, — Jlanb CHIHSTHB BCE €I1I€ YyBCTBOBAJI OIIACHOCTh, HO HE CMeJI IepeunTh MMmnepaTpurie,
TIOJTHOCTBIO MTOJYUHSSICh €€ BOJIE.

[Tocye 3TOTO OHU CIIOKOWHO IIPOBEJN BPeMs, IT0Ka He HacCTynus Beuep. Jlanb CHIHSIHD, PafOCTHBIN U
BO30YKIOEHHBIN, XOTeNl 0OHATHL CBOIO IIPEKPacHYI0 MIMIIiepaTpHIly U YCHYTb BMECTe C Hel, HO TYT ke

ObLJI BRITHAH 3@ OBEPH CIAJIbHU C TPOMKUM Xj10mKoM! OH CTOSII B IIOJTHOM HENOYMeHUH, He TIOHUMas,
YTO IIPOU30LIIO.

— Jloporas, mo4yemy Tl MeHS BhITHana? — MMmiepaTop ¢ HegoBepueM yCTaBUJICA Ha IIJIOTHO
3aKpPHITYIO ABEPh. YTO OH cHeslaa He Tak?

K coxaneHnuio, 3ByKOU30JIsi1KsI B UIMIIepaTOpCKOM OBOPIlEe Oblsla CIUIIIKOM X0POIlia, ¥ MMmepaTpuiia
HE CJIBIIIaa ero cjaoB. JlaHb CHHSIHD MOMBITAICS TO3BOHUTE €M, HO 00HAPYKUII, YTO OHA ET0
3abokupoBaral

[lvap YaHIWH B CHIaJIbHE 3JI0PATHO YCMEXHYIICS, gyMasi: « TUrp He OKaXkeT KOT'TeH, U MeHS IPUHSIIH
3a 00JIbHYI0 KOIIKY!»

OH HeCIeIHOo IPUHSII Oy, coOMpascs 3aKpHITh MITOPH U JIeyh CIaTh, KaK BOPYT...

— Ax! JIanb Criusgub! ITompo6yit ToMbKO 3ane3Th ciofga! — LluHe YaHIMH YCTABUIICS Ha YeT0BEKa,
KapaOKaloIIerocs 1o CTeHe CHapyKu OKHa, ¥ eMy 3aX0TeJIOCh HalTH MaJjKy, YTOObl COUTh er0 BHU3!

Hwmmepatop... HeT, LI3unb CH ¢ 30JI0TEHIME BOJIOCAMH BHCEJI Ha OKHE, C JII00O0BBIO TSI Ha HETO,
IIOAMUTHYB IIPaBBIM I'J1Ia30M:

— Kpacasuua, Bugullls, Kakasi IpeKpacHas iyHa cerofgHsa? [JlaBall yCTPOUM TalHOEe CBUAAHUE?
Iuap YaHIMH ceilyac X0TeJI IIPOCTO B34Th NaJKy U IPUKOHYUTH ero!

— Tl caM Ccre3elnb, WU 5 T030BY KOT0-HUOYOb, 4T0OH TebOs cOounu?! — Liuap YaHIMH POCTO He
TIOHMMaJI, KakK paboTaeT MO3T 9TOT0 YeJloBeKa!

— Kpacasutia, He 31uCh. XOTS TH IPEKpPacHa, KOTAa 3/IUIIbCS, HO 51 OyOy IepekuBaTh, €CJIH ThI
3aboneentb, — L3unb CHl eBa ymepKUBajCcsa Ha CTeHe, ITOJl HoraMu y Hero Oblyla HoyHast 6e3qHa, HO
OH C Tpaluel mepkKasics 3a OKHO, KaK KPaCHBBIM apUCTOKpAT, B30OPaBUINKCS HAa OKHO CBOEH
BO3J1I00JIEHHOM, YTOOKI CIIETh CepeHaly, COBEPIIEHHO He OECIIOKOSICh O TOM, YTO MOXKET yIacTk.

OH, KOHeYHO, He 00sJICs yIacTh, Beb Y HETO ObIJI0 BOCEMB IIPOKJIATHIX IIyIIaiel], ¥ KTO CJIBIIIAT,
4YTOOBI KAKOU-HUOYOH TTTyO0KOBOOHBIM BUA 00SITICS BOTBI?!

[uub YaH1uH ObLI B IPOCTH, CKPUIIS 3y6aMu, CKa3all:
— 4 cuuTalo OO TPEX, eCIU TH He YUOEIlb, He BUHU MeHS 3a IOCJIeACTBU!

— 3ageM cuyuTaTh 0O TPeX? — Kpacapuuk LI3uHb Chl HEOHMMAIOIE MOPTHYJI, 3aTEM C
BO30yXKIEHUEeM CIIPOCHII:

— Y10 TH cobMpaembCs CaenaaTh C MOUM TEJIOM?

— Pa3! — BricokopopHas MmepaTpuiia, KOTOPYIO HOYbI0 OECIIOKOUT KPUMUHAIBHBIN 3JIEMEHT,
Haydaja CUUTATE.

3unb CHI, He 3HAKOMBIU C HEKOTOPBIMK 3€MHBIMU TPAOUITUAMU, CMYH.IéHHO MoOpral.



— JIBa! — Ha npekpacHoM nuile MMnepaTpuilbl MOSIBUIIACH YIIHIOKa.
L13uss CH € 0I03KaHNEM IOYYBCTBOBAJI OIIACHOCTH B €€ yIILIOKeE.
— Tpu!

— IIneck! — HewusBecTHO, Korfa MMnepaTpulia ycrena HabpaTh Ta3 ¢ BOMIOM, HO OHA BHITIJIECHYIA €T0
Ha royioBy KpacaBuuka L[3uab CHl, KOTOPHIM HOUbIO NMPUIIET Ha CBUAAHLE!

— Xnomn! — OKHO, BHIXO[sIIIIee Ha Mope, OBIIO0 MJIOTHO 3aKPBITO MiMIepaTpuile, He 0OCTaBUB HU
MaJsienIen memnun!

[I3unb Chl BHITED BOMY C JIKIlA, IIOUYBCTBOBAB IIPUSATHHIM apoMar, ¥ IOAyMaJl, YTO 3TO, JOJIKHO OBITS,
BOMla 13 BaHHH MMnepaTpuilsl. OH MIMPOKO YIBIOHYJICSA U IIOHIOXA PYKY — 3TO XKe apoMaT Tella
BHICOKOPOAHOU MMniepaTpuilbi!

I_[I/IHB anI_[I/IH, YXe JI€XKa B IMoCTEeNx, COKaJiejl, UYTO He BBIJIUII Ha HETO BOOY HOJIS MBIThSA HOT!

[Tockonbky MMnepaTpulla BHE3aIlHO pa303JIijiach U HE II03BOJIUJIa €My 3ajie3Th B OKHO, LI3uHb ChH
IIPUIIJIOCEH CITYCTUTHLCS C YTECA, MPeBPaTUTLCS 00paTHO B JlaHb CHIHSIHS X BEPHYTHCS BO [IBOPELI,
4yTOOBI C TPYCTHIO YCHYTh Ha AuBaHe. OH cobupascs neTh cepeHansl MiMmepaTpuiie BCIO HOUYb — KakK
IpefCcTaBUTENb IIIyOOKOBOAHOTO BUA, OH CUUTAJI, YTO €T0 IoJIoC CII0COOEH MOKOPUTE CepAlle
BO3JTI00JIEHHOM — HO GOSIJICSA CIIMIIKOM Pa303/IUTh €€, II03TOMY C COXKaJleHMeM 0TKAa3aJiCs OT 9TOH
UIen.

YTpoMm ero cHoBa 3acTain MayieHbKu# LluHb Cio¥, KOTOPHIH C TI000IEITCTBOM HabII0a, KaK OH CIIUT
Ha guBaHe. Jlaub CBHIHSIHB BREITEP JIMIIO U, IBITASICh OIIPABOATLCS, CKa3all:

— 4 mpocTo npoBepsin, yonoOeH 1 OUBaH B ABOPIIE.
Huup Croi KUBHYJI U CIIPOCUIIL:
— Yooben?

— BHOHHG, TOJIBKO CJIUIIIKOM MaHeHBKHﬂ, HYXKHO KYIIUTb HOGOHBIHG, — OH I'OBOPHUJI, BCIIOMHHAsA
HeJaBHO MPOYMTAHHYIO HAa KUTAHCKOM caiiTe «Jlall3ul3nu» CTaThI0 O CEKCEe Ha OUBaHe, U MyMaJ, YTO
BIIOJIHE MOXKET ITOMPOoO0BaTh YCTPOUTDH TaHOE CBUNaHUe ¢ MiMmeparpuiei Ha HEM, 9T0O OyIeT OUYeHb
B030yXKIalolIe.

Huup Cioli CMOTpeN, KaK OH TOBOPHUT U BAPYT HAUMHAET CMESIThCS, IPUUYEM CMEETCS KaK-TO CTPAHHO,
¥ MOJTYa IOLIENT 3aBTPaKaTh U COOMPATHCS B IIKOIY. MUP B3POCIBIX NEHCTBUTEILHO CTPAHHBIM.

[TpoBopuB Mansimia, Jlanb CEIHSHB TIONYYUIT JOKYMEHT, IEPEBENEHHBIN C «3MEUHOU KOXKU»,
HaliIeHHOW Ha IpeacTaBuTensax Kinana 3men.

Jlaub CHIHSIHb HaXMYPHJICS, OTKPHIB ero. TaM ObIIO YETKO HAMMCAHO, YTO TPOE KPacaBlIEB,
OTIIPaBJIEHHBIX B KaueCcTBe NMofgapKoB MMmeparpuile, Ok HocTaBiaeHb Ha MMnepckyio 3se3ny. OHu
3Hasu, 4To MiMmepaTop, BO3MOXKHO, He 00paTUT Ha HUX BHUMAaHHS, HO 9TO He MeIlajo ux miany. OHu
MOTJIM MCII0JIb30BaTh 3TO KaK IIPeJior, YTOOk oCcTaThCs Ha MMmepckoit 3Be3me, TKOOH BCE el
IIBITAsICh IPUBIIEYh BHUMaHKe VMIepaTopa, U TalHO 3aHUMAaThLCS APYTMMU JelaMy, He BEI3hIBas
IIOO3PEHUN.



OmHako B «3MEeMHOM KOxKe» He OBIIO YKa3aHO, YTO MMEHHO OHU [IOJIKHHEI OBISIU [IeNIaTh, TOIBKO TO, YTO
UM HYXKHO OBIJTO TIOCETUTh ayKIMOHHEIH 1oM «baoHal» Ha MMmepcko# 3Be3fe 1 mpruobpecTH YTo-To,
HO YTO UMEHHO, He ObIIO YKa3aHO. BO3MOXKHO, TOT, KTO UX OTIIPABUJI, fajl JOIOTHUTEIbHEIE
yKa3aHUS.

Jlanb CBIHSIHb MPa4HO CIIPOCHIL:
— OHU 3aroBOPUIU?
[IsHp Xa¥ moKayas roa0BOM:

— TToxoxe, OHU OEWCTBUTEILHO HUYET0 He 3HAIOT. BO3MOXKXHO, OHU MTPOCTO XOTENH BLIBE3TH 3TOT
npeaMeT ¢ Mepckoi 3Be3Hl.

Jlaub CHIHSIHb HUYET'0 He CKa3aJl, B35/ MOKYMEHT U VIIET.

I_[I/IHB Yau1us, IMPOCHYBIINCH, YBUOEL JTlaub CHIHSIHS, CUOAIINEro Ha JMBaHE C MPAYHEIM JIMIIOM, €T0
IMaJIbIbI CJIIETKaA IIOCTYKHBAJIY II10 IIOOJIOKOTHHKY, CJIOBHO OH O YEM-TO Pa3MBIIIIIAT.

— Yro cnyuyunocs? — Lluae YaHIUH CeJl PAAOM C HUM.

— Hwuuero, — Jlanp CHIHSHB IIOKa4asl FOJIOBOM, 3aTEM, YBUAEB, YTO €0 IMIes IIyCTa, HAXMYPUIICS. —
I'me TBOSI KeMuyKuHa? HageHb e€.

[luap YaHIWH, BUAS €r0 CEPbE3HOE BEIPaXKEHUE JINLA, HE XOTeTl ero 0eCIIOKOUTE, HO, YCIIBIIIAB 0
IIPOKJIATON «YEPHOU XXeMUyKUHe», er0 THEB BCIIBIXHYII C HOBOU cuinoi. OH SpPOCTHO ITOCMOTpPEN Ha
HEro:

— Tel emié cmeenib TOBOPUTh 00 3T0H mTyKe! UTO TH 3afyMali, TIOBECUB €€ MHE Ha IIeo!

Jlanb CHIHSIHb Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMep, 3aTeM IIOHSJI, UTO OH y3HaJl, YTO O3Ha4yaeT «YEpHas
JKeMUyKUHa», ¥ Hayasl cMesThcsi. CMesiyicst TakK, YTO He MOT OCTAHOBHUTHCS, €T0 MJIEYU TPSICIIUCH OT
cMmexa.

— To1 emie cmeémbess! — Luap YaHUMH 4yTh He OPOCUIICS Ha Hero, 4ToOsl yKycuTh. OH Tak 6epekHO
HOCHUJI 3Ty IITYKY Ha Iee, 60Ch TIOTEPSTH €€, u ecu Ol He cytoBa KpoBaBoit Po3kl, OH OB 10 CUX TIOP
He 3HaJI, 4YTO CTajl IOCMeIlHIIeM.

Jlanps CHIHSIHB, CMESICH, IIPUKPBHIII JIUIIO pYKOfI, BHU[s, 9TO I/IMl'IepanI/ILIa OEeNCTBUTEIBHO 3JIUTCS,
IIOCIEeNINnII YCIIOKOUTh:

— He 3mucs, 9Ta mTyka 3amuTut Tebs. Jlydine HafeHb eé.

OH roBOpHUIT UCKPEHHE, €C/IH OBl He ero CIUIIKOM IIHPOKas yIel0Ka, 3TO MOTI0 OBl 3By4YaTh
yOemuTeNbHO.

Luub YaHiwH ObT B IPOCTH, OPOCUIICS Ha HETO ¥ Hadal OUTh KyJlaKaMu, HO Jaxe IOCje 3TOr0 ero
PYKH BC€ elné yecanuch. OH riry00KO0 B3[MOXHYII, TOHKMAs, YTO BCE 9TO M3-3a TOTO, UTO 3TOT UAUOT
IIOCTOSTHHO YCTParWBaeT CBOM BHIXOKHM, M3-3a YETO OH IIOCTOSTHHO XO0YeT YCTPOUTh JOMalllHee
Hacunue! Kak 6ynTo OH cTajl KaKUM-TO MaHbSIKOM! 3TO IIPOCTO HEBHIHOCUMO!

ViMmepaTop, MOJTHOCTBIO MMOMUUHSIOMIANACS CBOEH XKeHe, He 3JTUJICS, JaXke KOTa ero OWIM, a JIUIIb
ynbibasncsi, o00HUMas e€, ero Mof0OPOMIOK YIIMPAJICS B €€ IIJIeY0, ¥ OH BCE elllé He MOT IIepecTaTh
CMesThCS.



— Jlanb Creiasiab! — LuHb YaHIMH OB KPETIKO 3aXKaT B er0 00bSITUSIX, HE MOT BEHIPBAThLCS, ¥ CHOBA
3aX0Tell ero yoapuTh!

— He 3mucs, xopomo? — Jlanb CHIHSHB YIIEIOHYIICS, TTOIIEJIOBAN €€ B IEKY, YCIIOKauBasi, Kak
pebénka. — OHa OeNCTBUTENBHO 3aUTUT TeOs1. B Hell M070BUHA MOEN NYXOBHOM CHUJIHL U
cBepxcrocoOHocTel. f Oymy CIIOKOEH, TOIBKO ECITH ThI €€ HafleHelllb.

[Ivas YaHIMH Mpa4YyHO YCMEXHYJICA:
— A THI He OOUIIILCS, YTO 5 €€ CIIOMAl0 UM IOTEPSI0?!

— Kak THI MOXelIb eé cioMaTh? B MMmepun efBa v HalgETCS TPOe CUITbHEE MEHS. A TIOTEPSTh TH
€€ He CMOXKeIllb, 51 3Hal0, YTo Tebe HpaBUTCS 3Ta YEpHas KeMuykuHa, mpaBga? — JlaHb ChIHSIHB
CHOBa paccMesics, U faxe Llunb YaHIIUH B ero 00bsATHSIX Hayasl TPSICTUCh OT CMeXa.
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