Llu FOHBX9H, co3maBast 9Ty KJIETKY, SIBHO He KaJeln cuil. Jlake OCHOBAHUE IOM Hel OBIIO BHITOHEHO
M3 MaCCHBHOTO YHCTOTO 30JI0Ta, TIOBEPX KOTOPOTO OBl/Ia paccTenieHa YépHast, OecTsimas mKypa
XKUBOTHOTO. Cyns 1mo ¢popMe, I[BETY U pa3Mepy, OHa Oblyla MOX0Ka Ha MEIBEXKbI0, TUIIEHHYIO TOJIOBHL.

LIy FOHBX9H He CHelIn IPUCTYNAaTh K [Jely, CHadaja 3aXer BCe CBeUYU B KOMHATe, OTKPHII
BEHTWISILIMOHHEIE OTBEPCTHS, @ 3aTEM ITO0YEPENHO Pa3kKer yroIbHEE XKAPOBHY, PACCTaBIEHHEIE I10
nepuMeTpy. TOJIBKO IIOCJIe 9TOTO OH OTKPHLI IBEPLy KJIETKU U, TOATAJIKuBasg U 00HUMas1, BBE Tyna
OysHa.

— MoxeT, mepeHecémcs B ipyroe Mecto? — OysH, HACKOIBKO 3TO OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHO, MATKO
TIOTIRITAJICS HOTOBOPUTHCS ¢ L FOHbXx9HOM. — BepHEMc B JleTHUY OBOpeEI], 51 CHOBa Oyay UTpaTh C
TOOOM y 3epKasa, CKOIbKO YTOOHO BPEMEHH.

— CeropHs HOYBI0, UyHBSHB, TH ITO3BOJIUIIL MHE paCIOpsKaThCsa To00M! — ¢ ynbiOKoit oTBeTHN Lu
OuBX9H.

CxasaB 9T0, OH CXBATHUJI LIETb U C MIeTYKOM 3aKPEMu ONKUH KOHeIl Ha TeBoM 3amscThe OysHa, 3aTeM
epe6pOoCUI JPYToi KOHEIl Yepe3 307I0The MPYThs Hajl TOJI0OBOM |, KOTIa OH OMYCTHJICS, 3aKPeuI
€ro Ha IpyTrou pyKe.

Lens Oblsla He CIIMIIKOM OJIMHHOM, ¥ XOTS OHA He CKOBBIBAJA IIJIOTHO, PyKnu OYHHa OKa3aJIuCh
IIOOBELIEHEI, OTPAHNYMUBASA €TI0 OIBUZKEHU .

Lu FOubxsH otrnycTtin OysiHa ¥ OTCTYIIU Ha [Ba IIara, CJIOBHO JTI00YSICh KAPTUHOM.

OYHH He 3HaJl, KaKO€ BEIpaXKeHne OBITIO Ha ero Jiunie B 3TOT MOMEHT, HO BHYTPEHHEe YyYBCTBO
IIOACKa3hbIBAJIO, YTO 3TO, HECOMHEHHO, OBITIO YTO-TO H83006pa3I/IMO YHU3UTEJIbHOE.

OysiH He ObUT HecioCOOEH 0CBOOOAUTHCS OT 30JI0THIX Iiellel, HO eT0 HhIHEIIHee COCTOSIHUE OCTaBIIsAIo
JKeJaTh JIy4lIero, ¥ eciu Obl OH HavaJs IefCTBOBaTh, TO MOT OBl HE PACCYUTATh CHUJIBL U CIIyYalHO
HaBpenuTh Ll KOHBX3HY.

B sTor MoMeHT Llu FOHBX3H CHOBA ITOMOIIEN, OOHOU PyKo¥ 00xBaTUB Tanuio OysHa, a IPyroun
KOCHYBIIIMCH €r0 JIUIA, TUXO MPOIIeNTal:

— 4 maBHO X0Ten 3TO chenaTh, YyHbSHB, Tak NABHO, Tak HOJITO...

— To, 4TO THI XOTEN CHOENaTh... 3TO 3allepeTh MEHS B KJIETKE U IIOJBECUTL? — OYHH, YXKe He
CTEeCHSACDH, C Pa3gpazkKeHneM CIIPOCHII.

— KoneuHo, He TONMbKO 3T0. — LI FOHBX9H YIBIOHYIICS, TPUOTU3UIICST U HeXKHO moieoBan OysHa B
IIEKY, 3aTeM CKa3al:

— YyHbsSHD, TOOOXKOY €1lI€ HEMHOTO, B KOMHATE eIll€ HelOCTaTOYHO TETIIIO.
Cka3saB 3T0, OH OIyCTHUJICA HUXKE, TPOAoJKas IesoBaTh et OysHa.

Llenysi, on mpucen u pa3Bssan nosc OysiHa, IOTHOCTHIO PACKPHIB €r0 OfleKAY.
— Her...

Henpeononnmoe YYBCTBO OXBATHIIO OYﬁHa, OH 3aKPHIJI I'lla3a U I[1epecTall COIIPOTUBIIATLCS.



HOHF&H HOYB TAHYJIAChb MEOJIEHHO, HO IBO€, 3aTOYE€HHEIE B 30JI0TOM KJIEeTKe, He HaXOOuJIN BPEMEHU U
CHII, YTOOHI Pa3MBIIJIATE O TEHEHNN BPEMEHHN.

TemnepaTypa B KOMHATe IaBHO IIPeBbICHIa KOMMDOPTHLEIYM YPOBEHD U3-3a JKapPhl OT YTOJIbHBIX
’)kapoBeH. O0a, HeCMOTPS Ha TO YTO ObLIM MOTHOCTHI0O OOHAXKEHHI, y2K€e MOKPBIINCEH IIOTOM, a
MeIBEeXbS IIKypa Mo HUMU OblsIa HallOJI0BUHY BJIaKHOHU.

K atomy momenTy OysiH yKe 3a0bIT 0 CBOEM OTBPAIIEHUY K 30JI0TY, 3aKPHIB I71a3a U HACIAKAASICh
WHCTUHKTAMHU, JaPOBAHHBIMU IPUPOMOH.

Ero mpaBas pyka yxke 0cBOOOAMUIIACH OT IIeIH, a TEJI0 PACTSIHYJIOCh Ha TEIJION U YIOTHON MeOBEXbel
IIKYype, XOTs Ha ITpaBol HOTe MOSIBUIACh 30J10Tas 11eNb, 00BUBAOIIAS FOJIEHb U JIOOBIKKY,
IPUKpeENIEHHas K 60KOBOY PeIIETKe KJIeTKY, IIOAHUMAas HOTY BEICOKO U ITOfIBEIINBas e€ panoM ¢ Lu
HOHBX3HOM.

Llenb, KOTOpasi paHee CKOBLIBaIa ImpaByio pyKy OysHa, Temepb Oblla Ha mpaBoit pyke LIy KOHbX3Ha, U
IIBe PYKH, CBSI3aHHBIE OHOM 30JI0TOM IIEMbI0, TIePEeIIeuCh, CTAHOBICH BCE Goree OMU3KUMU U
3alyTaHHBIMU 10 Mepe CONMXKeHus Tell.

— UyHBAHB.

— Mwm.

— YUyHBSAHB.

— OM...

— YyHbSAHB.

— 3aTKHUCH.

— UyHBAHD.

— CocpenmoToyncs... ax...

B nmonmympake KOMHATHEI MepIlaju CBEUH, OCBelllasi CBePKaloIiee 30J10TO; TSAKEJI0e OhIXaHue, CIIOBHO
THX0€ TIeHNe, 3aBOPaXKuBaso.

Houp Only1a TUXOH, a BecHa Iiejia CBOIO IIECHIO.
ITOM HOYBIO B UMIIEPATOPCKOM [BOPIIE HEMHOTHE CMOTIN HACIagUThCS CIIOKOMHBEIM CHOM.

[TomuMo crapiero mpuHia Ly FO#us, KOTOPHIM HUYETo He 3Hajl 0 IPOUCXOSINeM, ¥ UMIIePaTPULIEL
Ban, KoTOpas focTaTo4HO Xopoino 3Hana OysiHa, OCTajbHEle He MOTJIM YCHYTh U3-3a CTpaxa U
TpeBoru. JIuik BTOpas npuHiecca Llu FOumuHL He MOTIa COMKHYTD I'Ia3 OT BO30YXKIEHHUS.

C Tex mop KakK OHa Hayayia MOMHUTE ce0s1, [Iu FOinuHb Xujla o[ THETOM CBOEH MaTepH, TOCIOXKH
CyHb. OHa IIbITajIach COMPOTUBISATHCS, HO BCE OBIJIO HAITPACHO, X 3TO TOJILKO IMIPUBOAUIIO K elre 6omee
JKeCTOKUM n3breHusaM. [Jaxe clyKaHKU U HIHbKH BOKPYT HEE BCe KaK OfHa MOAepPKUBaIN
rocrnoxy CyHb, CUMTast €€ IMOMBITKYA COMPOTUBIEHNS HEIIPOCTUTEILHEIM OYHTOM, TaK Ke KakK U
ceromHs 0a0yIIKa pyraja OTIla, TOBOPS, YTO OHA TOXKEe «He JOCTOWHA OBITh PEOEHKOM».



Ho Lu FOitnuHb He MOTJIa TOHSATh: Pa3Be MaTh CIIpallIMBajia €€ coriacus, Korma poxana? M korma
OHa IIPOCHJIa MaTh CHeNaTh e€ CRIHOM? HeyxXkenu Bce IyMaloT, YTO OHa Aypa, KOTopas yMoJisiia MaTh
POOUTH €€, YTOORI IIPUTBOPSATHCS MaTbYMKOM, TEPIEeTh U30UEHUS U MyYEHHUS?

Ly HOiinuHb HUKOTHOA He CYUTAlla, YTO CTPAflaHus OT PYK MaTepPH — 3TO HEUTO caMo CoO0M
pasymMeroleecs, HO OHa He MOTJla TPUAYMaTh, KaK BEIPBAThCS U3 9TOU CUTYALIUH.

OHa TakzXKe AyMalia pacCcka3aTh KOMy-HUOYOb O TOM, KaK €€ My4aeT MaTh, ¥ O TOM, YTO OHA He
Manbuuk. Hanmpumep, 6abyiike, Ui CBOUM CBOOHBIM OpaThsM M CECTPAM, WM faxe ux MartepsiMm. C
TEeX IOP KaK OHa Haydasia MoHuMath, Lu FOinvHb 4yBCTBOBAJA, YTO OHA OT/IMYAETCS OT CBOUX
OpaTheB U gaxe CIyT BO ABope. [locye Toro Kak OHa YKpagKou yBHUAesa, KaK HaCTOSIINe MaJlbuuKy
MOYaTCs Ha CTeHY, OHa OKOHYATEeNIbHO yOeaumIach B 9TOM.

Ho CIIyXKaHKH, IIPUCIIAHHBIE MATEPLIO, CIIEOUIIA 3a Hell Tak CTpPOro, 4TO OHa HE MOTI'JIa HalTH
BO3MOZXKHOCTH IIOTOBOPHUTE C KeM-mbo. A 6&6YH.IKa, €IUHCTBEHHAs, C KEM OHa MOTI'JIa OBl IIOTOBOPHUTH
0e3 HpeHHTCTBI/Iﬁ CO CTOPOHHI CIIY2KaHOK M MATEPH, JaXKe He XKejlalla C Hel Pa3roBapuBarTk.

L FOitmuHb GLICTPO MOHSJIA, YTO MOTYaHUE U TOKOPHOCTh — 3TO €IUHCTBEHHBIE BapUAHTH], KOTOPHIE
y Hee ecCTb.

Ona gyMala, 49TO 6y;1eT MOJI9aTh BEYHO, IIOKa HE IIPUBEIKHET U IIePEeCTAaHET YyBCTBOBAThH 00J1b.

Ho ogHaxmel MaTh CTala HaJIO0XKHUIEH, a 0Tel] — UMIIepaTopoM. Bckope mociie atoro Liu IOAmuHb
BHE3AITHO 0CO3HAaJIa, YTO MATh XOUeT YOUTh €€, YTOOLl OHa yMepIIa.

Torga Llu FOitnuHb He MOHUMAJA, YTO TAKOE «CMEPTh», HO MHTYUIIMS MOACKa3biBaia el, 4T0 3TO
TOYHO HEYTO IIJIOXO0e.

OHa He ocMeiBaIach CIIDOCHUTH KOT0-11100, IIO3TOMY HCKaJla OTBET B KHUT'aX, KOTOPEIE YHUTAlla, X B
KOHII€ KOHIIOB IIPHUIIJid K BEIBOOY:

CMepTh, BePOSITHO, 03HAYAeT UCUE3HOBEHUE, HEOBITHE.,
Oco3HaB 3T0, OHA TMOAyMaJa: eciid OBl MaTh TOXKE MOTJIa KCUE3HYTh!

C 3TOi1 MBICJIBIO OHA Haydajla Pa3MBIIIISITh: €CJIM Y MaTepH eCTh C1Ioco6 yOUTD €€, TO, MOXKET OBITh,
OHa TOXKe MOXKeT KCII0/Ib30BaTh TOT JKe CI0c00, 4YTOOH yOUTh MaTh?

Ho npexpe yeM oHa cMOTJIa IPUAyMaTh YTO-TO, KPACUBHIM MyKYKWHA PSAJOM C OTLIOM 3aCTaBUJI MaTh
«HACYE3HYTHY.

OH mPOCTO OTKPHIT POT, CKa3aJ 0TIy HECKOJILKO CJIOB, ¥ TO, 0 YEM OHa MedTasia 0eCUUCIeHHOe
KOJIMYECTBO pa3, CTAJI0 PeabHOCTHIO.

XoTs MaTh He yMepsia OKOHYaTeIbHO, OHA JEeUCTBUTENIBHO UCYe3lIa, @ TaKXKe UCYe3NIH BCe Te, KTO
oMoraj el My4uTs U ynpekats Ly FOinuHs.

— OTOT KpacUBHIM MyKUMHA TAaKO! MOTYIIeCTBEHHBIH!
Torga y He€ 1 BO3HUKJIIO 9TO YYBCTBO.

A ceropHSI 9TOT MyXK4YHHa, KOTOPOT0 OHA [OJI?)KHA HA3hIBATh «MMIIEPATOPCKUM CYIIPYTOM», Ha TJ1a3ax
y Bcex u30uI MaTh OTIla, ¥ IIPK 3TOM MaTh OTI]a He CMOTJIa OTBETUTh, @ OKpyxXKalol[ie — OT OTIa JI0
CIIyT — Jake He MOMbITAIMCh OCYOUTh €T0, CKa3aB, YTO OH MTOCTYIIUI HEIIPABUIBHO, YTO OH



HEIOCTOMH Yero-To.
— OTOT UMIIEPATOPCKUYU CYIIPYT OeHMCTBUTEIbHO HEBEPOSITHO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIN !

— Ecnu GbI 51 MOTJIa CTaTh TaKOM K€ MOTYIIIEeCTBEHHOM, KakK OH!

[u FO#inuHb, 00HMMas ofiesisio, CMOTpea B Oyaylee ¢ HaoexkIou.

B Ty ke Houb BTOpOU npuHI LIy FOMMUH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPOCHIIAJICSA OT KOLIMapOB.

CnyxkaHKa, OeXKypHUBIIas PSIOM C HUM, Obl/Ia HallyraHa ero BUAeHUSMH U IOCIIeIIrIa COO0MUTh 00
3TOM cympyre UYsHb, KOTOpas TaKkKe He MOTJIa YCHYTh, YTOOBI Ta pelllniia, CTOUT JIX BHI3HIBAThH Bpaya
IJIsT JIeYeHus MIPUHIIA.
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