— TrI CHOBa 3a CBOé, — BMeCTO oTBeTa Llu HOHBX3H NHUllb CHHUCXOOUTEJILHO YJ'[I:IGHYJ'ICH. — llecaTs
JIeT IIPONIII0, a Thl HUYYTh HE USMEHUIICH.

— He u3menunach 1 Most BHEIIHOCTh, — OYsIH IIPOBEN PYKOH 110 CBOEMY TJIafiKoMy Juiy. — Eciu Obl
Ha 3TOM JIUI[E MOSIBUIIUCH MOPIIUHEL U MISITHA, UHTEPECHO, CMOT OBl THI IIO-TIPEXKHEMY 1I€JI0BAThH €r0?

— He IOyTH TaK, — u KOHBX3H HEIIPOUI3BOJILHO HAaXMYPHJICA, X1 B €r0 I'OJIOCE IMOABUIIACh CYPOBOCTD.

— BoT yX meiCTBUTEILHO IPUBHIK OLITh UMIIEPATOPOM, flaXke TOBOPHUT C OOJIbIIEN BIACThIO, YEM
paube!

OHYCTI/IB rj1a3a, OYE[H MEICJIEHHO IIOCMEsJICA Hal HUM.

YBupes, uto OysiH 3amondan, [lu FOHbX3H Ha MTHOBEHME 3aJyMaJiCs, 0CO3HaB, UTO €T0 TOH OBII
HeyMmecTeH. Ho OH mefiCTBUTENbHO, KaK ¥ npepnonaran OysH, MIPUBLIK OTHABaTh MPHUKA3bl, TPUBHIK K
TOMY, YTO €T0 CJIOBa — 3aKOH, ¥ Telephb eMy OBIJI0O TPYIHO OMYCTUTHCS OO U3BUHEHUH.,

[MTepexmiounB MeICH, LIy KOHBX3H IIPOCTO CHemast BU/, YTO HE 3aMeTUJT HeloBoIbCcTBa OysiHa, U
TTPOIOJIKHIT:

— 4 ye3xkaro o paccseta. Tsl cobepu cBou Bewiy, a o HoBoro ropa s MpuIo 3a TOOOK 3CKOPT.
— A, 3HAYUT, TH He 3a MHOU Ipuexan! — TyT XKe NogHJ ronoBy OysH.

— Kaxk 51 Mor 3HaTh, 3aX04elllb JIU TH BEPHYThCA B cTonuny? — Lu KOHBX3H BEITTIANEN pacTepPSHHLIM.
— Ecnu OBl TH He 3aX0TeJ1, pa3Be g MOT OBl CUJIOM TeOs yBeCTu?

— f u celiuac He roBOPIO, UTO X04Uy BepHYThCSA! — OysH IOOMUTHYJI, HADOYUTO OTBETUB.

— Ecnu Gymems yIpsIMUTBCS, S EHUCTBUTENHHO TeOs CBSIKY U yBe3dy! — HaxMmypuBinuck, [y FOHbX9H
kpenko ymunHyn OysiHa 3a Arogully. — TH B TAKOM COCTOSIHUH, & BCE elll€ TOBOPUIL, YTO He X0Uelllb
BO3BpAILaTHC?

— KT0 3HaeT, MOXeT, MHe 3TO HpaBUTCA? — MOJIyNpaBauBo Bo3pasuinl OysaH. — U notomM, 4To
XOPOIIEro B TOM, YTOOBI BEPHYTHCS € TOOOM B cTonuiy? [laxe eciu TH Teleph UMIIepaTop, pasBe A
MOTY CTaTh TBOEU UMIlepaTpuLen?

— 4.

— Jlaxe ecnu TH 3aX0uelllb, MHE eIll€ HyKHO coryiacuthcsi! — He naB Llu FOHBX9HY 3aroBoputh, OysH
niepeOun ero. — TH XKe 3Haelllb, s BCeTAa IPUBHIK OBITH CBOOOAHBIM, 0COOEHHO B IIOCNIeIHKE O,
JKUJ KaK TOPHBIY pa300WHUK. ECNiu TH 3aCTaBUIIL MeHS, KakK XKEeHIIUHY, CUEeTh B BEHICOKUX CTEHAX U
JKOaTh TBOETO BO3BPAIlEHUS, 1 COMMY C yMa... U1, MOXKeT ObITh, CHa4asa CBefly C yMa OpyTux... B
ob1ieM, faxe ecnu 5 BEpHYCh ¢ TOOOM, He KAX, 4TO f OyAy, KaK XKeHIIWHa, TPATUTh BPEMS B rapeMe.

— W 4TO0 TH X0Yels? — CIOKOMHO cupocuil Ly FOHBX3H.

— KoHe4HO, BEpHYTHCS B CBOU [IOM, Y MEHS B CTONIULE €CTh 10M, — 0TBeTuN1 OysgaH. — Ecnu Tel
3ax04ellb MeHs BUOETh, IPUXOAHN KO MHE, OTKPBITO UJIM TaWHO — KaK 3ax0odelllb. B KOHIle KOHIIOB,
Hallli OTHOIIEHUS BCeryia OblIK JIUIIL (OPMalbHOCThIO, U HUUETro He U3MEHUTCS.

— Tol Tak gymaens? — HeonpeneneHHo npoudHec Ly FOHBX3H, a 3aTeM CMeHUN TeMy. — ECTb OfiuH
BOIIPOC, HA KOTOPHIX S XOUY IIOJIyYUTh OTBET.



— T'oBOpH, — CIIOKOWHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha Hero OysiH.

— TToCKOBKY THI HE YOMBHIICS MOEMY IIPHe3[y, a KOTha s cKa3al, 4To 3abepy Tebs B CTOJUILY, TH
Cpa3y ke YIOMSHYJI IBOPEl] — OYEBHUIOHO, TH 3HAEIb, YTO 51 3aXBaTHUJI BIIACTh U CTAJl UMIIEPATOPOM,
— s npsMo B riasa OysHy, Liu FOHBX9H MPOU3HEC KaXk[I0e CI0BO YETKO. — Torga mouemy Thl
caM He IIpuexasl B CTOJIUIY KO MHe?

OysiH yIBIOHYIICS.

— Tl He 3HaelIb, X04Y JIU 51 BEPHYTHCS C TOOOM, a 1 KaK MOTY 3HaTh, XOUEIllb JIU THI, YTOOHI 5
BEPHYJICA? — BO3pa3ui oH. — KoHeYHo, 5 3Hao, YTO Thl CTaJ UMIIEPATOPOM, U CIIBIIIAJ, YTO TH Jajl
MHe TUTYJI UMIIepaTopcKoro cynpyra. Ho kak s Mory 3Hath, Te0e Hy:KeH XKUBOU UMIIePaTOPCKUM
CYIIPYT WM NIPOCTO ero Tabiauyka c UMeHeM?

[l FOHBX3H He cpa3y OTBETHJ, HEKOTOPOe BpeMs IIPUCTAIbHO cMOTPS Ha OysiHa, Ipexk[e 4YeM TUXO0
B3[OXHYTE.

— Tt gonmkeH OOJIbIIE MHE OBEPSTE.
Vnri6ka OysiHa cTaja ele mupe.
— Kto Th1? Ly FOHBX3H unu ummnepaTtop KantoaHb?

u KOHBX3H Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aAyMaJiCd, IIpexne 4eM IIOHATE CMBICII €TI0 CJIOB, M, OTKPEIB POT, TdK K
He CMOT' HU4€ro BO3PAa3UTh.

OH ocrasncs co6oy, HO OH OobIlle He OB IPEKHUM.

HN3meHeHue CTaTyCa BbI3BAJIO MHOZKE€CTBO HEOKUOAHHLIX IIEPEMEH, U MHOTHE BEIllH, KOTOPEIE OH
KOTrOa-TO HEHaBUOeJI, TeIIePb OH OejIall 0e3 3a3peHnA COBECTH.

[Tocne nay3sel Ly FOHBX9H UL TUXO CKa3all:

— KeM Okl s1 HU OBII, TIOKa THI HE IIpengamnb MEHA U He HAQYHEIIb CesTh CMYTYy B CTpaHe, g He OCTABIIIO
Te0sI ¥ He II03BOJII0 HUKOMY IIPUYHUHUTH Tebe Bpemn.

— Ecnu Xo4elsb yTeIuTh, CKaku YTO-TO TEIIOE, a TO, UTO Thl CeHYac TOBOPHIN, — 3TO YUTO 3a
cnoBa? — OysiH 3aKaTHII T7la3a. — TH YBEPEH, YTO s COGMPAIOCh OeaTh TIYIOCTH U BPEOUTh CTpaHe?

— I'me g aTo ckazan? He Oynb HeclipaBeOIMBLIM, — C TOJIOBHOM 60/1b10 HaxMypuiics Lu FOHBX3H.

— Pa3Be He 3TO TH UMeJ B BUAY, KOTa T'OBOPHUJI O CMyTe U IpefaTeNbCcTBe? f pa3Be Bpegun
IIPOLIION OUHACTUY WY CAesal 4To-To muoxoe Tebe, Llu KOHBX3H? — ¢ BEI30BOM cripocun OysiH.

[y FOHBX3H OBIT OLIEJIOMJIEH U, HE TIOAYMaB, BHITAJINIIL:
— THl... THI Xy2Ke KEeHIIUHB B CBOEN HecIpaBeJInBOCTH !

— O, a cefyac eCcTh XKeHIIUHbI, KOTOPEIe OCMEINBATCS OBITh «CIIPaBEeAIUBHIMU» C TOOOM? — TYT XKe
napuposai OysH.

[l FOHBX3H He HAIIETI, YTO OTBETHUTH, ¥, Pa3pakKEHHEIN, ITepPecTall CIIOPUTh, IIPOCTO ITIePEBEPHYB
OysiHa ¥ CHOBA IpUXKaB ero K cebe, ORICTPO U PEIIUTEIHbHO 3aKPHIB EMY POT.



IToce ouepenHol Oypy OHM HafeNly OJeXIy U, CHOS Ha KPOBaTH, CHOBA OOCYIU/IM BO3BPAIleHHE B
CTOJIHUILY.

Lz FOHBX3H yKe BCE MOATOTOBUI.

KoHeuHO, UMIIepaTOPCKUM CyIIPyT He MOT XKUTh BMeCTe C UMIIepaTpuliell 1 HaJlloKHULIaMu, HO Ues
IIOCTPOUTH OTAENIbHBIY ABOPEL A7 HEro 3a IpefeiaMy UMIepaTopCcKoro ABopua Owuta ansg Lu
FOnbx3Ha HempueMeMoit. Emeé no Toro, Kak Onita BeiOpaHa umnepaTtpuiia, Liu FOHbBX9H mpuKa3an
BBIJENIUTH YYACTOK B I0T0-BOCTOYHOX YaCTHU ABOPLA, OTPEMOHTHPOBATH 30AHUS U OBOPHI, IOCTPOUTH
HOBbIE CTEHBI ¥ OTKPHITH O0KOBBIE BOPOTA, Ha3BaB 9TO MeCTO «JIeTHUM JBOPILIOM» ¥ OCTABUB €T0 [T
OysHa.

JleTHUi IBOPEI] HAXOOUICS BHYTPH MMIIEPATOPCKOI0 ABOPIIA, HO OBIJT OTHOCHTEIHHO He3aBUCUMBIM.
OysiH MOT CBOOOJHO BXOIUTD U BEIXOAUTD, HE KOHTAKTUPYS C XKEHIIMHAMH rapeMa.

— Bcé B mopsiike, TONMBHKO 3[aHUS [aBHO HE HCII0Ih30Ba/IKCh, II09TOMY HEMHOT'O 0OBETIIAIH, —
cka3asn [Ty FOHBX9H. — ¢ X0Tesn CHeCTH uX U IIOCTPOUTh 3aHOBO, HO CTPaHa TOJILKO Havasa
BOCCTAHABIIMBATHCS, Ka3Ha IIyCTa, U JaKe eCJIM S 3alylavy U3 CBOEro KapMaHa, 3TO BEI30BET
HEHYKHbIE 0OBUHEHUS.

— [la, ma, mouuMato, — KuBHyJ OysH. — He mepexwuBai, 1 He Oyny IpUOUPATHCS K TAKUM MeJIo4aM.
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 51 XKUBY BHYTPH, a HE CHAPYKHU, ¥ €CJIM CHAPYZKH BCE BHITTIIOUT HEMHOTO
IIOTPEMAHHBIM, 51 CaM BCE MIPUBENY B IOPSIOK.

— Te1 cornaceH nepeexaTth? — cierka ygusuics Ly FOHbX9H.

— Tol gymaets, s TAKOH YK Hepa3yMHBIH? — ycMexHyIcs OystH. — THI ITOIIENT Ha TaKue YCTYIKH, i,
KOHEYHO, NOoJIzKeH ObITh O6/1aromapeH u He YIPSIMHUTHCS.

Llu FOHBX3H CJerKa OEPHYJI YTOJIKOM PTa, He 3Has, YTO CKa3aTb.

OysiH Bcerga OblT TakuM HemnpeackadyeMmbiM. [u KOubx3H myman, uto OysH 6yaeT CUIIbHO
TIepeKMUBaTh M3-3a YET0-TO, HO TOT MOT IIPOCTO YCMEXHYTHCS ¥ 3a0bITh, @ B APYTUX ClTydasx, Korga Liu
FOHBX3H cuMTaN 4YTO-TO He3HAUUTENbHBIM, OysH MOT Ha4yaTh IPUAKUPATLCS U TPeOoBaTh 0ObSICHEHNUH,
II0Ka BCE He Oy[eT BRISICHEHO.

Ho Ly FOHbX9H He 3Ha, 4To B ria3ax OysHa UMEHHO OH OBbIJT TEM, KTO BCETMla [eiiCTBOBa
HEOXUIaHHO.

Hampumep, cerogHsi OHU JOJIXKHEI OBIIN CECTh M 0OCYAUTH CBOM OTHOIIEHUS, CIIOCOOHI
B3aUMOOEeNUCTBUA B OyayiieM 1 opULMaIbHYIO TO3UIIUIO... BCE, UTOOH B fabHENIIEM XKUTh B MUpE.
Onnako LIy FOHBX9H cpa3y ke YBIIEK ero B ITOCTeJIb, Ka3asioch OB, IIOTHOCTHI0 PACKPHIBIINCE, HO
II0CJIe CTPACTH UX Pa3yM OBIJI CIIUIIKOM 3aTyMaHeH, YT0Obl 06CyKOaTh 4TO-Tu00 CephE3HOE.

[ToHMMas, YTO OH HEMOCTATOYHO TPe3B U palmoHaneH, OysH He CTaj yrayOonsThCs B pas3roBop ¢ Lu
FOHBX3HOM, TIPOCTO COTTIACUBINKCH BEPHYTHCS B CTONHUIY IO HOBOTO rofa, a 0CTaIbHOE PEIII
00CyIUTh ITO3KeE.

YBumes, 4To Oy'HH coryjacuics Ha camoe BaxHoe, [Iu KOHbX9H He CTaJ HaCTauBaTh Ha OOJIBIIEM,
0OHSIJI €eT0 ¥, HEMHOT'0 TI0OLIB BMECTEe, HaKOHeI] penainicsa yfITI/I

Kak tonpko Ly FOHBX3H yiIés1, B KOMHATY BOIIEN YIIPABISOUMH YKyaH.



OysiH BCE eIné OBIT BSJIBIM, faXKe He MOTPYOUBIINCE IOMPABUTh OfleKAY, 1, TIEHUBO OMKPAsICh Ha
KPOBaTh, HE IIEBEJIUIICS, KOTHa YIIPaBJISIOIIAY BOIIE.

YKyaH B3TOXHYII.

— X0351H, 0OHO TOTO CTOUT?

— 9? — OysH OB 03afayeH, He TOHMUMas, K Y4eMy OTHOCHUTCS 3TOT BOIIPOC.

YKyaH MOHSJI, YTO OH He YJIOBHUJI CMBICTIA, U IPSMO CKa3al:

— Jlaxe ecyiy 9TOT YEeJIOBEK CTaJl UMIePAaTOPOM, Pa3Be Thl, XO35IMH, He BHIIIE OOBIYHEIX JIIOOEH?

3aueM Tebe TpogaBaTh CBOIO KPAcOTy, YTOOH YyTONUTH eMY?
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