— 4 He Gyny Oosnblile TPaTUThL TBOE BpeMsi, — mpopomkui OysaH. — OTpaBieHHOe BUHO, Oeas eTs
UM CaMOCOXKEeHNE — YTO THl BEIOEepelb?

— TrI Taxk CUIBHO X0Yelllb Moell cMepTU?! — uMiepaTop CUHX3 pacCMessICS OT 3JI0CTH.
— Ay Te64 ecTb apyro# nyTh? — OysSH HaCMEIUIXBO IOHSAT YTOJIOK I'y0.
Hmnepatop CHHXD HEe MOT BO3Pa3UTh.

OH OBITT TpeaH BCEMHU, OCTAJIUChH JIUIITL HECKOIBKO OIMKAUIINX OXPAaHHUKOB, HO Pa3Be OHU CMOTYT
yrmepXkaTbh OTPOMHYIO0 CTOJIHITY?

Ecnu Obl MSITEXKHUKHU He XOTeNIM Pa3pyIIUTh TOPOf, 0Ocaxkfas ero, HO He aTakys, YTOOH BEIHYAUTH €TI0
COAThCs, Pa3Be OH OBl ceryac CIIOKOMHO CUOEN 3[eCh?

OpHako, Kak B ClIy4ae C JISTYIIKOM, KOTOPYI0 MeJIeHHO BapsT, 9TH TPH JHS OCagbl Hajld eMy BpeMs,
M 3a 3TO BpeMs elrle GOIbIIe Tofe TOKUHYJIO0 ero. Temeps 6ekKaTh CTa0 MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO. ['opox
yxe OBIJT IPOHU3AH IIMTHOHAMHU PA3/TUYHBIX MITEKHBIX KHsI3eM, 1 X0Ts Ll FOHBX3H He BOIIen B
ropof, Hemb3s OBITI0 OBITH YBEPEHHBIM, YTO B CAMOM [IBOPIIE HET ero monei. [Ipegku uMmepaTPHUIlL
YKa0 He OCTaBUIIM B JBOPIIE CEKPETHHIX TYHHEJEH, TaK YTO HE3aMETHO YUTH OBIJIO TPAKTUYECKU
HEBO3MOXKHO.

Kpowme Toro, y umneparopa Cunxa He ObIJIO HACJIEIHUKOB, U [aXKe eCid OBl OH OCTAJICS B JKUBBIX, 3TO
HU4Yero OLI He U3MEHUJIO.

[TomymaB 060 BCEM 9TOM, OH ITIOHSIJI, YTO CAMBI JOCTOMHBIN BEIXO — 9TO FOPHO0 MOKOHYUTH C COOOM.

Wmmepatop CHHX3 XOPOILIO 3TO 0CO3HaBas, U eciu Obl OysiH HEe MOSIBUIICS, OH, BEPOSITHO, YK€ MOIKeT
OBbI IBOPEI ¥ OTIIPABUIICS B IIOCIIETHUM My Th.

[Tpu sTo# MeicM uMnepaTop CUHX3 BHE3AMMHO HAIPSATCS, 0CO3HAB, UTO YIYCTUJI U3 BUAY HEYTO
BaxKHOE.

Kak OysH BooG111e ciofa moman?!

OysiH 1aBHO MOKUHYJI CTOJIMITY, ¥ YTOOBI BOMTH BO [IBOPEIl, €My CHadaja HyKHO OBIJIO IPOUTH Yepes
PSIIBI MSITEXKHUKOB, 3aTEM IIPEOMI0IETh TOPOACKKE CTEHHI, a BHICOKHE CTEHH JBOPIIA TOXKE He ObIIn
IpocTo yKpaimreHueM. OXpaHHUKHU Y BOPOT TOXKe He MIPOCTO TaK CTOSIIH.

Ecnu 651 OysiH Bce 3T0 BpeMsi Ob11 ¢ Ly FOHBX9HOM, 3T0 6bLI0 OBl 00BICHUMO, HO OH faXKe He 3Hall,
yTo 1 FOHBX9H — 3TO0 KHA3b [lyHIIaHb. ITO 03HAYAJIO, YTO OH CMOT TakK JIETKO OKa3aThCs Mepen
HUM, II10JIarasCh HCKIIOUUTEIIHFHO HAa CBOM COOCTBEHHEBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH.

U elne, KakK 3aXTNHUCh JTaMITEl BO ABOpIE?!

OcThiB, uMiiepaTop CUHX3 BCIIOMHUJ 00 3TOM U IIOKPHIJICS XOJIOMHBIM IIOTOM. [TOIHSIB I'OJIOBY, OH
cHOBa 1mocMoTpen Ha OysHa, U ero B3TJISA CTal COBEPIIEHHO WHBIM.

— 1 merCTBUTENBHO... OB CyIen, — mpobopMoTan uMiIepaTop CHHXI.
OysiH, 03aJaueHHbIH 3TUMU OECCBSI3HBIMU CJIOBAaMU, C HEJOYMEHHEM ITOMHST OPOBb.

Wmnepatop CUHXS YIBIOHYICS.



Tenepb, KOrga BCe y2Ke ITPOM30IIJIOo, a OYHH SIBHO He COGI/IpaHCH CIIaCaThb €T0, HEKOTOPEIE BEIIN HE
CTOHIIO O6CY}KJIaTb, d HEKOTOPHBIE CJIOBA JIy4Ile OBIIIO OCTABUTD Ipu cebe.

VimnepaTtop CHHX3 TYT K€ CMEHUI TEMY.

— Moii goporou OysiH, faBall 3aKJIIOUUM CHEJIKY.

— O? Y Tebs emie ecTh 4eM ToproBath? — OysSIH YCMEXHYJICS.

Hmnepatop CHHX3 IPOUTHOPUPOBAJ €70 HaCMEIIKY, CIIOKOMHO YNIBIOHYJICS U IIPOJOJIKUIL.

— 4 octaBnio Ly KOHBX3HY HETPOHYTYIO CTOMIMILY, & THl CAeJaelllb AJi MeHs OOHO HeJo.

— 9710 cpenka Mexny To6o# u Llu FOubX3HOM, Kakoe feso 0o MeHsi? — OysiH Pe3KO OTBETHUIL.
— Pa3Be BH He 0fHO 1en0e? — uMmnepaTop CHHX3 HEBO3MYTHUMO ITapupoOBall.

— Myx ¥ )XeHa — KakK IITULLI B OMHOM THe3[e, Ho B Oefie Kaxblit criacaeTcs cam, — OysiH TyT Xke
HaxMypuJscs. — Bo3M0XkKHO, OH yke HaBHO 060 MHe 3a0blsI, U MHE He3a4eM CTaHOBUTHCS
IIOCPETHUKOM, YTOOB CAaMOMY IIOIIACTh B JIOBYIIKY.

— Torpa dero Te X04ellb? — uMIepaTop CUHX3 IIPSIMO CIIPOCHUIL.
OysH 9BHO YTO-TO XOTeJl.

YenoBek, MOKUHYBIINM CTOJIUIY MHOTO JIET Ha3af, IPe0foJieNl CTOJILKO MPENSATCTBUM, Pa3Be TOJIbKO
OJ1sT TOTO, YTOOHI YBUIETD €T0 B MOCJIEAHUY pa3?

— 41 xo4y momacTh BO BHYTPEHHIOI COKPOBUILHUILY, CaMyt0 IIy0oKkyio, — OysiH OTYETINBO ITPOU3HEC.
Wmnepatop CuHX3 clerka B3LPOTHYJI, HO 3aTeM CHSJ C 3alsICThs HUTKY Oyc u 6pocun ee OysiHy.

— B xaxpoii OycuHe CIIpsgTaH Kycouek Kioda. Pa3maBu ux, HocTaHb U cob6epu BMeCTe, YTOOHI
OTKPHITh IBEPh TAHHOTO XPaHUIININA, — 00bsICHUI uMnepaTop Cuaxs. — Ho Kak ux coOpaTs, 5 He
3Haw. $1 HUKorma He OB B TOM COKPOBUILIHUIIE.

— MHe He HyXkHO 00BSICHATS, 1 3Ha10, — OysiH TYT e IPUHSICS 3a fefl0, OBICTPO U3BJIEK KYCOUKU
KJII04Ya U3 IePeBIHHBIX OYCUH U, KaK OyOTO UT'Past C TOJIOBOJIOMKOM, COOPa X B CTPAaHHON (HOPMEI
KJTIOY.

HMmnepaTop CMHXS HEBOJILHO 3aMep, U HAaKOHEIl He BhIIEpKal.
— THI... KTO TH Ha CaMOM fefe?

— Ceiiuac crpamuBaTh 00 3TOM, pa3Be He CIUIIKOM o30H0? — OysH OTBETUJI BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC.
— XBaTUT 00JITATh, CKAzK¥, YTO TH X0Uelllb, YTOOH! S CHesa?

— Y0eit BeTuKOTO HacTaBHUKA fHL KOH4YaHa, reprora Jlao CuHS ¥ 3aMECTUTEIIST MUHUCTPa fH
IoussiHa. [1ycTh uX ceMbu MOTUOHYT, U UX POA NpepBeTcsi! — uMnepatop Cunxs 6e3 KojmebaHui
Ha3BaJl TPU UMEHHM, IBHO HEeHABUIS UX [0 TTYOUHBI AYIIIH.

— Yto onu cruenanu? — OysiH ¢ HefOyMeHHEeM II0OCMOTpPeNI Ha uMnepaTtopa Cuuxas. — W KT0 Takou
9TOT AH [I313gH?



Benukoro HacraBHUKA fHb KOH4yaHa u repiora Jlao CHHS OH 3HAJl — OHU 3aHUMaJId BHICOKHE TIOCTHL.
Buyuky nepBoro umnepatop CUHX9 Ha3HAYUJI CBOEU HAJIOXKHUIIEH, a IOYb BTOPOTO CHEIal
umnepartpunei. OHu OB ¥ TOANAHHEIMU, M POLCTBEHHUKAMHU, TaK YTO, BEPOSTHO, CHEJIad YTO-TO
IpefaTeIbCKoe, YTOOH BEI3BATh TAKYI0 HEHABUCTD.

Yto Kacaetrcsa uMeHu AH [[311349H, OysH CIEBILIAN €r0 BIEPBLiE, BUAMMO, 3TOT YEJI0BEK MOSBUJIICS YXKe
IIOCJIEe er0 OThe31a U3 CTOJIUIIHL.

— INageHune Moe¥ OUHACTHY, KOHEUHO, OBIIO ITpefonpenesieHo Cyabp00, HO KOpeHb Mpo6IeMbl
KPOETCS B TOM, UTO Y MEHS TaK ¥ He IOSBUIOCh HAaCJIeOHUKA, — K 9TOMY MOMEHTY uMmepaTop CHHX9
yXKe He CTaJl IPUYyKpPaIluBaTh, MPSAMO 00bsICHUI. — OmHAKO JIMIIH Tepef CaMbIM KPaxoM 5 y3Hall, 4To
IPUYHUHOMN 3TOTO CTANIA OEeWCTBUS JII0[e, KOTOPhIe TIOACHITIAIN B MO0 ey ¥ IIUThEe JIEKapPCTBO,
fenalollee MeHs: O€CIITOTHEIM.

— Te1 roBopuIlb, YTO 3TO caenan A [1313sH? — OysaH HaMePEeHHO CIPOCHUII.

Pa3 ou Ov1 3aMecTUTeNeM MUHKCTPA, AH [13135H, KOHEYHO, ObUT MyKk4uuHOU, HO OysH HUKOTHa He
ciblma, 94To0w uMepaTtop CHHXS UMeJl CKJIIOHHOCTh K My2K4YMHAM. JTOT BOIIPOC OBI 3afaH JIUIIb
L7151 TOTO, YTOOBI Pa303JIUTh €T0.

OJIHaKO HMIIepaTop Cunxa YZXKe He CTaJl CIIOPUTH, JINIIb CIIOKOMHO YJ'IBIGHYJ'ICH " Oall OTBET.

— OTo cpuenana UMIepaTpuila, — uMIepaTop CUHX3 MPHUILYPUIICS, OTYETINBO TPOU3HOCS KakKao0e
c10B0. — Most uMIlepaTpulia MOACkHIIana MHE JIEKaPCTBO, & MOSI HaJIOXKHUIA TAHO TIOMOTasia Bparam,
CTaB IIMHUOHKOU. 1 BCerma OTHOCUIICS K HUM C HCKPEHHOCTHIO, HO OHH... TIOf laBJI€HHEeM CBOUX CeMel
6e3 KoneOaHwuit BEIOpaIK IPenaTelbCTRO...

«[la, THI OBLTT UICKPEHEH C 00eMMH, a BMECTE 3TO YKe OBOWHAS UCKPEHHOCTh».
OysiH MBICJIEHHO YCMEXHYJICS, HO BCITYX CITIPOCHIT:
— Kak THI y3HaJ, 4T0 3TO UMIIepaTpuLa?

— Ona cama npu3sHanach, — uMmieparop CUHX3 C TOPBKOU YCMEIIKOW OTBETUII. — B Ty HOYB, KOorfa
apMmus KHA34 [IyHIIaHb OKPY2KUJla TOPOJ, UMIIepaTpHUIla Beliuia sf. Ilepen cMepThio OHAa BO BCEM
npu3Hasnack. ['epror Jlao CuHB JaBHO 3aMBILITIAI U3MEHY, U ellle 10 TOT0, KakK OHa BOILJIa BO ABOpel],
OH an eyl yKa3aHUe cheflaTh MeHs 6ecriogHbIM. K coXaeHUIo, XOTS ero NoYb BHIIOJIHUTIA 3afjaHue,
caM OH OKa3aJiCd He TaK YMEH, U fJaxe MPX BCeX MIPUTOTOBIIEHUSIX HE CMOT HUYET0 JOOUTHCS.

CkazaB 3710, uMIepaTtop CHHX3 HEBOJIbHO B3[MOXHYJ U C TOPHKOM YCMEIIKOM m00aBHUII:

— I/IMHepanI/IHa X0Ts1 OBl OCTasIaCh CO MHOM IO KOHIIAa, a HaJIOXKHHUIIA... Xa, OHa YZ&Ke HeCKOJIbKO
MeCAIeB Ha3ad IMOKWHYJIa IBOPEI X yeXalla OaJIeKo.

— Cb6exana c mo6oBHUKOM? — OysiH He yhaepKascs.
Wmnepatop CHHX3 HAXMYPUIICS.
OysH mocrenuna 0O0bICHUTD.

— 4 crnpian, 4To [0 TOro, KaK OHA BOIIJIa BO OBOPeEL], Y Hee ObII poMaH C JBOIOPOAHEIM OpaToM, a
IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK OHA CTajla HaJIOXKHUIIEeH, OH TaK U He JKEHUJICS, YTO TOBOPUT O €T0 IPeIaHHOCTH... I-
3... THI He 3HANI?



YBumes, uTo MU0 uMnepaTopa CHHX3 CTAaHOBUTCS BCe MpauyHee, OyssH CMYIIIEHHO 3aMOJT4all.

OTy UCTOPUIO OH YCJIBIIIAN OT CBOMX APY3€el, KOToa OHU MUPOBaIu BMecTe. [IpaBma 3TO UM HET, OH
He 3HaJI, HO IIOCKOJIbKY 3TO He ero Pora, OHU IIPoCcTo OONITanu pafy cMexa.

— 3HAYWT, BCe 3HA/M, a 51 OOUH ObLT B HEBEIEHUH, OyMasi, YTO BCE XOPOIo, — uMrepaTop CHHX3,
XOTSI ¥ OBIIT B IPOCTH, Y2Ke He UMeJI CHUJI 3JTUThCS, JIUIIh TOPHKO YCMeXxHYyJIcs. — Eciu oHa He XoTelna
BXOJUTH BO ABOPEL], II0YEMY TOTTla He OTKa3ajach npsiMo? C ee I0JI0KEHUEM B IPABUTEINIbCTBE, pa3Be
s1 OBI CTaJl IPUHYXKOATh ee?

— Kro 3naet? KT0 O8I OCMenuncs puckHyTh? Trl Bemb uMmnepatop! — OysiH HaCMEIITUBO TOTHSIIT
yronok ry6. — OmHO HeBEPHOE CJIOBO — U ThI MOXKEIIh JINIIUTE KU3HHU.

— Koro s numun xku3Hu? — uMmnepatop CUHX3 pacCMesiyics 0T 3JI0CTU. — JTO OHU BCe XOTeJIU Moeu
cmepTH!

— Ila-ga, Tel HUYEro He CHellall HellpaBUJIbHO, BUHOBATHL BCe OCTalbHble, — OysH He CTajl C HUM
criopuTh. — Ecnu s He ommbaioch, 9TOT SAH [I9135H TOXKe MpefaTess?

[[IpuMeYaHUS OTCYTCTBYIOT]
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