JIn LI3uHbY9Hb, BUAA, Kak E L[3gHbI0N I1avyeT, 4yTh OBUIO He paccKa3al eMy IipaBaoy. Ho, yBupes,
KaK TOT TeNephb PafiyeTCs, OH HE CMOT CAEPXKaThb YIIBIOKH.

— ThI, OKaA3EIBAETCH, YMeeIlb OBITh JOBOJIBHBIM MaJIbIM.

— 4 npocTo neHuBHM. MHE HPABUTCA IOTy4aTh TO, UTO JIETKO HOCTaeTcs, — ynblbHyncsa E LI3gHBIoMN.
— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, Mory 51 3a0paTh 9TU Belllk K cebe?

— KoneyHo. To, 4To 51 Tebe mogapuil, Teneps TBoe, — OTBeTU JIu LI3MHbYSHb.

BroBcTByIOIIas UMIepaTpulla He MOTIJIa He 3HaTh O TAKOM IIIyMe B IIOKOSIX UMIIepaTopa. Y Hee Oblsia
TpyIilla TAWHBIX CTPaXkKeu, KOTOphle yKe Hadall pacciiefloBaHue.

MeHee yeM 3a BpeMsi, HE00X0IMMOe [IJIsT CTOPaHus 0J1arOBOHMS, TJIaBa TAWHBIX CTPaXkKeH SBUJICS C
TOOKJIALOM.

['maBa cTpazxkei, MOJIOHOM Y€JIOBEK JIeT OBAAIATH C HEOOJBIINM, 110 IIPO3BUINY XyH, ObIT HCKYCEH B
00eBBIX UCKYCCTBAX, MOYTH HE YCTymasi TeHH, XOTS ero HaBBIKY B JIETKOU aT/IeTUKE OBLIM HEMHOT'O
crnabee.

XyH OBITT 4eJI0BEKOM HEMHOTOCJIOBHBEIM, HeaIbHEIM OPYANEM B pyKax BOoBCTByOIIel UMIIEPATPULIHL.
Korpa oHa BepBhie B3sijla BIaCcTh, MHOTHE CAaHOBHUKM BEICTYTAIU IPOTUB Hee. Torfa OHa IIpuKasaia
XyHy U ero CTpaXHUKaM YCTPAHUTh BCEX, KTO €l IPOTUBOCTOSI.

B To Bpemst moru610 MHOXKECTBO JII0fiel, MHOTHe ObIIM YOUTH BO CHE, M 3TO BRI3BAJIO BCEOOIIYIO
naHuKy. [Tocme 3TOro maxe Te, KTO ObUT MPOTUB BHOBCTBYIOIIE!N UMITePATPHUIILI, HE OCMEINBAJHCh
BBICKA3BIBAThCSI.

Opuaxko ITpuHI-pereHT TaKxkKe ObIJT CUITbHBIM ITPOTUBHUKOM, CIIOCOOHBIM ITPOTUBOCTOSITh
BposcTBymoier uMnepaTtpulle. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHY IIPUIIUIM K COTJIAIEeHUI0: KaXKAbIi yIIPaBIIsil
CBO€M II0JIOBUHOM, HE BMEIINBAsCh B fiefia OPYroro.

XyH, CTOSI Ha KOJIEHSX Iepel BOoBCTByOIIel uMnepaTpulies, KpaTKo U sICHO [OJI0XKuUJI, Kak ®3H
YyaHbIIMH YKpas KapTy, Kak E [[3gubI0l nnakas, 6exan U Kpryasl, IHITasiCh JOTHATE.

Bombinas gacTh nHGOpManuu Oblyia IOJTydueHa OT EBHYXOB U CJIYKaHOK U3 IMOKOEB UMIIepaTopa.

BrooBcTByIOIIAs UMIIEpATPHUIIa ellle He 3Hajla, YTO BCe eBHYXM M CIIYKAHKH B IIOKOSIX UMIIEpaTopa
OBLIM ero JIIOAbMH, TI09TOMY OHa IOBEepHJIa UX COOOIIEHUIM.

— I'me Bemp? — CIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Ona ucuesna. Korga mMbt go6panucsk 0o mokoeB ®sx YyaHblMHa, OH yKe NpUHN 4. OHU, BUAUMO,
OBbLI TOTOBHI K 9TOMY, — YEeCTHO HOJIOXKUII XyH.

BnoBcTByIOIIas mMIepaTpuila THEBHO yIapuia 110 CTOIY.

— Heymaunuku! C Toro MoMeHTa, Kak OH BOIIEJ BO OBODeEL], 5 IpHKa3aja BaM CIeOUTh 3a HUM. A
Telepb OH NIPSIMO y MeHS I10J HOCOM YCTPOWII BCIO 3Ty UCToputo. HalguTe, 4To 3970 3a Kapra. Ecnu
CHOBa IIPOBAIUTECH, GEpEeTuTe CBOU T'OJIOBHL.

XyH TYT K€ IOKJIOHUJICS ¥ TIOCIIEIIHO BHILIE].



EBHyX, CTOABIINM PAAOM, HalUI BOOBCTBYyIOIIEN UMIIepaTPULE Yau.

— Moxert, Cembs E ToxKe 3Hana 0 KapTe COKPOBHII B TOKOSIX UMIIepaTopa’?
BposcTByolas umiepaTpuLa yCMEXHYJ1ach, CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIANIA MIYTKY.

— [Taxke ecyii OHU 3HAJIK, OHYU He INOJIKHHBI OBIM OTIIPABISATh 9TOr0 HEeyoauHUKa BO JBOPEII.
EBHyX TOXe 3acmesnics.

— Bel mpaBhl. Ecniu Ob1 OH He OBIT HEYJaYHUKOM, OH OBl He TI03BOJIU YKPACTh KApTy U He IIJIaKas Obl
TaK I'POMKO, Oerast ¥ Kpuda, CJIOBHO XOTeJI, YTOOH BeCh JBOPEI] 3HAJ.

— Ho paccnabnsTecs Henb3s, — cKa3aia BooBcTByiomas umneparpuna. — OgHaXkIH 5 PUTIalLy
ero K ce6e ¥ IIOTOBOPIO C HUM.

E 1I3gHbiOM YUXHYJI, IOTEP HOC U MPOJOJIKUJI Pa3T/IsiABIBATh AParolleHHOCTH B SIIUKE.

OH BBIHYJI BCe AparoleHHOCTH, Pa3/I0KUB UX Ha KoBpe. [10 cCpaBHEHUIO C 9TUM, ITOAapKu
BooBcTByOIIEM UMIIEPATPULILL Ka3aIuCh KaJIKUMU.

E LI3s1HBIOM B3SJI CBETAIIMUMCS KEeMUYT, ITOAbIIIAaJl Ha HET0 U MPOTEP PYKaBOM.

— Ecnu s BEpHYCH C 9TUM, S CTaHy CaMbIM 0OTAThIM Y€JI0BEKOM!

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH yCIbIIIaj, KaK BEPHYJICS UMIIePaTop, ¥ CIIPOCUIL:

— EcTb 3aM0K? 1 6010Ch, YTO STOT MPOTUBHEINA TUII CHOBA IIPUAET U YKpPafeT MOU BEIlH.
— OH yuen, — cka3saj JIu LI3MHbYSHE.

— Kypma on ymen? [Tomou?

E LI3siHbION HaMmy TyOHL.

— CeMps HpHHua-pereHTa CJIMIIIKOM CBOeBOJIbHA. OHU IIPpUXOOAT M YXOOAT, KOT'Id XOTAT, CJIIOBHO HaAIIl
ABOPEI — 3TO PBIHOK.

JIu LI3uHBYSHG, TTIS4 Ha MUJIYI0 TPUMACy CBOeU MaJleHbKOU UMIIepaTpHULIL], He CTaJl pacCKa3blBaTh,
yto @31 YyaHBIMH yKe MepTB. Beob OHU [O/Ir0e BpeMsl UTpajiu B IIaxMaTHl, ¥ OH 60siyics, uTo E
LI351HBIOM PACCTPOUTCS, Y3HAB O €70 CMEPTH.

Xotst oH x0Ten, uTo0s! E 1I3s1HBION TOB3POCIIEN, BUIS €T0 HAUBHOCTb, OH HE XOTeJI, YTOOBI TOT
CTOJIKHYJICS C TbMOW.

E LI3sgHBION CIIOKHI BCe Bellyd 00pPaTHO B SIIIUK, CIPSTA] €ro B ITKad ¥ TOJIBKO TOT{a cKasan JIu
LI3uHbYSHIO:

— Bame Benu4yecTBo, BH Iomapuiin MHE CTOJIBKO COKPOBHII, a 4 YIrOo1ly BaC 4eM-TO BKYCHEIM.

JIn 1I3uHBY3HD, YCIIHIIIAB O BKYCHOM, TOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKOE OXKUBJIEHUE U TTO3BOJIMII CBOEH
MaJIeHbKOM MMIlepaTpHile BECTH eT0 B Cafl.

B mocnenHee BpeMs HOYU CTalu xonogHee, U JIu LI3uHb4YsHb yausuics, 4to E L[3HBI0M TI0BEN €ro B



caf.

E LI3siHBIOM IPHUBeEN ero B 6ecelKy B cafy, I'le BCe yxKe ORIIO TOTOBO. ITocepenuHe CToa CTOSIT
MEIHBIH KOTEJI C KUISIe# BOmMoH, a BOKPYT OBIIH Pa3JIozKeHbl CBeXKHe OBOIIM, Hape3aHHas
OapaHuHa, peIOa, KPeBETKHU, KPaOHI...

JIn LI3uHBY9HD B3TJIAHYJI Ha KOTEJ: B BOJE IJlaBa/ii HECKOJIBKO (PMHUKOB U SITOJ TOOXKHU.
— IIpocTo KUNATOK? ITO OyHET BKyCHO?

— KoneuHo, 6ymet, — E L[39HBI0M IOOHST MaJleHbKYIO MUCKY. — Ta-maa~ ITO MOM CEKPEeTHHIN COYC.
[TommpoOyiite, Bamie BenuuecTso.

JIn 1I3uHbY9HD BIIEPBEIE BUEN TaKoi coyc. Ero 1BeT OblI... CBoe00Opa3HbIM, U OH He pellacs
nonpoOoBaTE.

— LIBeT, KOHEYHO, CTPaHHHIN... — E LI35HbBI0M CMyIIeHHO YILI0HYJICS. — Ho OH IelCTBUTENHHO
BKyCHBIH. [lonpoOyiiTe, Baie BenuuecTBo. Yragaite, 4TO B HEM.

E [I3gabi0oi 00MaKHYJI IaJIOUYKHU B COYC U IIOHEC UX K rybaM uMIeparopa.
— Bame BenuuecTBo, nompo0yiiTe HEMHOTO.

JIu 113MHbY3HB, XMYPSICh, B35/ MAJIOYKK ¥ MOITPo60Baj. BKyc ObIT HACHIIEHHBIM, He TIOX0XKHKM HY Ha
YTO, YTO OH IMPOOOBAJI paHbIIIE.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, yragaiite, 4To B HeM, — € oxkufgaHueM cMmotpen E 1I3sHBI0H, ero rinasa
CBETUIIKCH TOPHOCTEIO.

Kax il pa3, KOrga OH TOTOBUIJI UTO-TO HOBOE [JI UMIIEpaTopa, OH BHITTISAAEN UMEHHO TakK.
JIn 1I3uHBYSHD JTI0OUIT 9TO BEIpaXkKEHHUE.

— 4 He Mory yragarts. Jlydille pacCKaXu MHeE caM.

E 1I3sgHbI0M TPUHEC HECKOJIbKO GAaHOK ¥ OTKPHLT UX.

— 310 KYHXKYTHas I1aCTa, 3TO COEBBI COycC, 310 YCTpI/I‘-IHHﬁ COYC, a e1Ie g JIO6aBI/IJ'I HU3MeJIbYEeHHBIN
dapaxwuc, 3eJIeHbIHI JIYK, 4ECHOK, HEMHOI'O CaXapa 1 COJIH. Boru IMOJIY4YHJICA 3TOT COYC.

2Kasb, HeT KyHXKYTHOTO Macja. PaHblle, KOTHa S 71 X0T0, s1 0YeHb JII0OUIT COYC C KYHXKYTHHIM
MacJioM, TIepIieM U KyHXKYTHOU ITacToi. bes mepia u KyHKyTHOTO Maciia s TonpoOoBat CeaTh CoyC
Ha OCHOBE KYHKYTHOW HACTHI, ¥ OH TOXKE TIOIYYHUIICS BKYCHBIM.

Kaxnriii pa3, Korga OH TOBOPHII O efie, OH HauKrHai 60n1TaTh 6e3 ocTaHOBKH. PaHbine JIu LI3MHbYIHD
HeHaBuOes 00JTYHOB, HO ciyiiaTh E 1I35HBI0S ObIIO IPUSTHO.

— Tw1 mporosopuincs, — 3ameTun JIu LI3WHBYIHE.
— 4YT10?
E II3siHBI0M, IIpofoIKas 00JITaTh O XOTO, BOAPYT OCTaHOBUIICS, YCIIBIIIaB 3aMedaHue HMIIepaTopa.

— TwI ckasarn, 4To paHbIIe €I X0ro, ¥ YIIOMsIHYJI MHOT'O BeIleH, KOTOPEIX B 3TOM MHpP€E HET, —



HanoMHuun JIu LI3uHbY3HbE. — MHE BCe pPaBHO, OTKYy/a Thl, HO BIPEIb He TOBOPU 00 3TOM IIPU OPYTHUX.
— Bamre BenuuecTBo, 0 yeM BhI? 1 Befib 13 3TOT0 Mupa. Bce, 4To 51 ToBOpuUII, OBIIIO BO CHE.

E LI3ssHBbION MPOOOJIXKaT KJTaCTh MHTPEOUEHTH B KOTEJI, IIBITasICh OTBJIeYh BHUMAHUE UMIIepaTopa
enou.

— He Bce moBepsT B TBOIO UCTOPHIO. f MPOCTO 6ECIIOKO0I0CH 0 Te0e ¥ HAalTOMUHA, YTOOB THI OBII
OCTOPOKEH U He TOBOPHII O IIPOIIJIOM ITPH APYTHUX.

JIn LI3uHbY9Hb, BUMS, KaK OH CyeTUTCS, 60SJICS, UTO OH 0003KXKEeTCS, ¥ IT03BaJI CITyKaHKy 11oMo4b. Ho
E 1I3ssHBIOM OTKA3ascs.

— 4 cam, — E 1I3gHbI0M MaxHyJ pyKou. — Bare BenudecTBo, Takve MeIo4u He CTOUT IIOPy4aTh
IpYTUM.

E 1I3sHBIOM MTOJIOKUI KYCOK BapeHO# OapaHKWHLI B TAPEJIKy UMIIEpaTopa ¥ CMOTPENT Ha HETO C
TOPSIIITUMY TJIa3aMH.

— ITompobyiiTe.

JIu 1I3vHbYSHL 00MaKHYJ KyCOK Msica B COYC U IIOJIOXKWII B POT. ET0 BKyCOBBIE PEeLIeNITOPH! OKUJIH.
BapaHuHa, TOKpHITas COyCcoM, CTajia ellle 6ojiee CTafikoi 1 apoOMaTHOM.

Cam 1o cebe coyc He maBas Takoro apdekTa, U caMo MsICO OBIIIO HOBOIBHO IIPECHEIM, HO BMECTE OHU
CO3MaBaji HEBEPOSITHOE COUEeTaHUE, OT KOTOPOTO HEBO3MOXKHO OBIZIO OTOPBATHCS.

Panpimie y JIu 1[3unpusns He Ob10 m06uMbIX 6110, Efma s Hero Obiyia MPOCTO CIIOCOO0M YTOIUTh
rosion. Ho Temeps Kaxmoe 6511000, IpurotosaeHHoe E L[3ssHbI0EM, CTaHOBUIIOCH [JIST HETO HACTOSIINM
HaCJIaXIeHHEeM.

— Hy kax? XoueTcsl IPOTrIOTUTH SA3BIK?
E LI3ssHbIoM, TOAIEepeB Mog0opomoK, CMOTPENI Ha UMIIepaTopa.

— Ecnu BaM NMOHPaBUIIOCH, S MOTY paccKa3aTh BaM PELeNT U CII0co0 IPUTOTOBIEHUS 3TOTO COyCa.
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