— A? — E LI3sgHbioi ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO 3BYUYHUT CIIMIIKOM 2KECTOKO. Ho BpALO JIX KTO-TO
OCMEJINTCA CKa3adTh, YTO UMIIE€PATPHIIA HEBEXKIINBA.

Bepnysmucs, E L3001 TOYYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO HAKOHEI] MOXKET CIIaTh CIIOKOMHO, He 605Ch, 9YTO KTO-TO
IPUAET C BUSUTOM.

Ha cnenytomiee yTpo oH momy4un ot JIu L[3uHbu9HSA Habop mpumnpas, KOTOpele npocui. OH Tak

o0pafioBascs, 4TO Hayasl IphTraTh 60CUKOM 110 ojy. OH AyMar, 4YTO IOUCK 3TUX UHTPEeIUEeHTOB
3aMET MHOTO BPeMeHH, HO OHM NPUIIX Tak ObICTPO. Korpa ero coeBwlil coyc OymeT roToB, OH

IIONIPOCUT KYXHIO IPUTOTOBUTEH CBUHUHY B KDAaCHOM coyce!

JIn 1I3uHbY3HD, YBU/IEB, KaK OH IpHIraeT 00CUKOM, IIOOyMaJl, YTO 3UMOM HYXKHO OymeT JTydiie
OTaIlJIIBATh IIOJI.

E LI3siHBIOM TPOBEPHUII CBOM COEBBIM COYC — BCE IO X0poIto. C enoit mpobieMbl peuieHbl, ¥ OH MOT
CIIOKOMHO XKUTb, KaK JIEHUBEIl: CIIaTh 0 o0efa, a JHEM HaOmogaTh, KakK UMIIEPATOD JIOBUT PHIOY,
7eKa PSIIoM C HUM, 3aKyCHIBasi U HalleBas.

Ho ero cmokoicTBue AJIUIIOCH BCETO TPU [HS, KOTHA OH YCJIBIIIAT CIIyXX O HOBOM (paBOPUTE, CHIHE
IPHUHIIA-PEereHTa.

Panpmie E L[3gubiol mymarn, uto Jiu [[3uHbU9HE, HE oOpalfaouui BHUMaHKS Ha TaKyl0 KpacaBHily,
KakK ®oH [[sIHBID, BO3MOXKHO, TOMOCEKCYaIUCT U JIIOOUT TOJIHKO MYXKUMH.

Ecnu 3T0 Tak, TO CKOJIbKO OBl 2KeHIIWH HU IIOSBUJIOCH B €70 TapeMe, eMy Hedero 00siThCs, Be[lb OH
eOVHCTBEHHBINM MyK4MHa BO BopIie. Ho Teneps mosBUICSA MyKunHa-()paBOPUT, U HE 3aUHTEPECYETCS
1 uM JIu 113MHbY9HB?

Koneuno, Bens JIu LI3uHBYIHb ceitdac He mo0uT ero. Ecmu Owl m00uUII, pa3Be OH OBl HE COTTIaCHUIICH,
korma E LI3siHBIOM MPeaiokKuiI pa3geluTh C HUM JI0XKe, @ BMECTO 9TOT'0 Hadasl YUTATh JIEKITHH?

E II3siHbioN 3abecnokouscs. [locie TOro Kak OH IIOMIasl B 9TOT MUp, OH He IIJIJaHUPOBaJl y4acTBOBaTh B
IBOPIIOBEIX HHTPUTAX, HO TETIEPh, II0X0XKE, eMy IPULETCS.

HOpa}KeHI/Ie B ABOPIIOBRIX MHTPUT'AX O3HAYAJIO IIOTEPIO CTATyCa UJIN OHaXKe KU3HU.

Paubmie ¢ ®31 LIsHB3D OH CIIpaBUJICA C IOMOLIBIO MMIIepaTopa. Ho eciiu uMnepaTtopy IIOHPaBUTCS
3TOT MyXK4MHa-(PaBOPUT, ¥ OH BCTaHET Ha ero CTOPOHY, Kak E LI35HbI0M CMOXKeT m00eauTh?

Benp moGena B JBOPILIOBEIX MHTPHUTAX 3aBUCHUT OT 01arOCKJIOHHOCTH UMIIepaTopa.

OHU He 3aBUCAT OT CIIOCOOHOCTEMN, XapaKTepa WX BHEITHOCTH, a TOJILKO OT TOTO, KOT0 KMIIEPaTop
IpPeaIoYuTaeT.

Iaxe ecny 3TOT (aBOPUT He IMOHPABUTCS UMIIEPATOPY, MOSBUTCS CIEOYIOUINH, a 3a HUM eIllé OfKH.

HepaBHsis CriOKOVHAas XKu3Hb nunmmia E 1[35HBI0S YyBCTBA OIACHOCTH, ¥ OH Hayal JyMaThb, YTO
CMOKET TaK XUTb BEYHO.

Ho pa3 ero Myx — MMIIEpaTop, TO O CIIOKOMHOM KM3HU MOXKHO 3a0bITh.

E 1I3siHBIOM ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO XKUTh TaK YTOMUTEIIBHO, ¥ 3aX0Tell cOexKaTh U3 OBOPILIA, YTOOHI KUTh
CYACTJIMBO B OMUHOYECTBE.



Ho moGer u3 mBopiia — 9TO ellé 6ojiee oIacHoe MeJio, Ha KOTOPOe OH He CII0CO0eH.

— 2KusHb — 970 ciiomHble npobaeMsl, — B3noxHYT E [[3gabi0i. — Jly4lle y4acTBOBaThH B
[BOPIIOBLIX MHTPHUraX. Korma uMmnepaTop yMpeT, 1 CTaHy BOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPAaTPUIIEN.

JIu 113MHbY3HB, KOTOPHEIY KaK pa3 B 9TOT MOMEHT BOILEI, YCIIBIIIAI 3TH CJIOBa...

WIX B3TISIOBI BCTPETUIUCH, ¥ JIu LI3uHbU9HE 0XKK[Ial, YTO ero MaJieHbKas UMIIepaTpuIla, Takas
poOKasi, UCITyTraeTcsl ¥ HAUHET 00BSICHATHCS.

Ho BMecTO 00bsiICHEHUY OH YBUMEII JIUIIL 00MKeHHBIN B3ryan E LI3aHbios.
JIu 1I3uHBYSHE MTOOOIIEN, CeJl Ha Kpal KPOBAaTH ¥ HAKJIOHUIICS:

— YT0 TH TOMBKO 4YTO CKa3an? HeCcKombKO gHelW Ha3a[ IIpefarall pa3felnTh CO MHOM JI0XKeE, a
Telephb X0Uelllb, YTOOH! 51 TOCKopee yMep?

E LI3sgHBI0M, YBUOEB €T0 CEPhE3HOE BEIpaXKEeHUe, UCIIYTaJICS U BTSIHYI TOJIOBY:
— WMnepaTop, BBl pa303/IUIUChH?
— Kaxertcs, 3nuibcs Tel, — cKa3asl JIu LI3MHbY9HE U CIIPOCUJI, IOYEMY OH 3JIUTCS.

— Heckonpko mHe# Ha3af BB 3auutuiau MeHs nepen ©ax 1sHbap. Torma, 4To OB OHA HU TOBOPHIIA,
BBI Bcerya OblIM Ha Moel CTOpoHe, — E LI3HBI0N OMyCTHII TOJIOBY ¥ TOBOPHUI O0MKEHHO.

— 4 3ammTun tebs, a TH emé obuxkaemnbcs? — JIu LI3nHPUY9HD He TIOHUMAJI, YTO TBOPUTCS B TOJIOBE
€ro MaJIeHbKOM UMIIePaTPUIIBL.

— IIpocTo s mymaro, 4To eciii B OyOyIleM BH TakK ke OymeTe 3allUINaTh APYTHX, S TOYHO HE
BBIIEPKY, — CKa3an E L[3HbI0M, KOTOPHIM HACMOTPEJICS IOIOOHEIX CIIEH B Tejecepuajax, 0CO6eHHO
B IBOPIIOBBIX ApaMax. MmepaTopkl BCerma X0JIOAHE U 6e3pa3muyHbl. CeroqHs OHU MOTYT OBITh
HEeXHEI ¢ TOOOM, a 3aBTpa — C KEM-TO OPYTHUM.

Korpga ero nio6sT, OH, KOHEYHO, CYACTIIUB, HO €CJIM UMIIEPATOP HAYHET MI0OUTH APYroro, 3TO OymeT
HEBBIHOCHMO. A eCJIi UMIIEpaTOp HaKaXeT ero pagyd OPyroro, OH TOYHO BIIAIET B AEMPECCHIO.

JIn LI3uHBY3HD MOTSHYTI €T0 32 I0J00POIOK:
— IToMHwMIIB, 4TO 5 TeOEe TOBOPUIT?

— Yro? — E LI3stHbIOM CMOTpPEN pacTepssHHO. Korma oH pacTepsiH, ero 00Jblire KPyTiible ra3a
BBITJISIOSIT 0COOEHHO HEeBUHHO, KaK Y MUJIOTO, HO HE 0YeHb YMHOT'O 3B€PhKa, KOTOPOT'O X0UeTCs
TIOTHUCKATh.

JIu 1I3MHBYSHb TaK U CHenal — OH MOTSHY ero 3a LIEKY:

— 4 ckasaj, 4TO THI JOIXKEH CTaTh CAMbIM yBaXKaeMbIM YeJI0BEKOM B Mupe. Korpma Tel HaKOHeI] 3TO
no#meIs? ToIbKo Ype3MepHo HeyBepeHHbIe B cebe Noau 3apaHee BOOOpaxkKaT XyAIIUNA UCXOT,.

— A uto MHe menatb? — crnpocun E 1I3sHbiol. — Eciu ObI BB ObUIM Ha MOEM MeCTe, YTO ObI BB
coenanu?

— Ecnu 611 51 6611 TOOOM? — JIu LI3MHBbY9Hb HUKOTTIA He myMast 06 aToM. — MHTepecHoe



IIpeainozxkKeHune. IaBai IIPEAIIOJIOZKHNUM, 9TO A — THI. 41 OBl cuMTaN BCEX (1)aBOpI/ITOB B rapemMme
HUUYTOXKeCcTBaMu. Eciiu oHu BeOyT cebs IIPAJINYHO — XO0POIIO0, €CJIK HET — HdKaXKy OOHOTO, YTOOBI
OCTaJlbHEI€ ITOHAJIN, KTO 3MeCh X034HWH, a KTO CJIyra.

— Ho 4T0, ecnu BBl pemmTe, 4TO S CIIUIIKOM KECTOK, ¥, BUS, KaK BBl HEXKHBI C PYTUMH, OTIIPABUTE
MEHS B XOJIOJHEIE TIOKOH, YTOORI MBI 00JIbIIIe HUKOTIa He BUOENINCL? — C 6@CIIOKOMCTBOM CIPOCHII E
L3gHBI0M.

— HeyBaxeHue K UMIepaTpullie — 3TO He HeXKHOCTh. Ecnu Ovl s 66111 TOOOM, 1 UMIIepaTop Havas Obl
MOOUTH IPYTUX U YHUKATE MEHS, TO 3TOT UMIIEPATOP HE CTOUT TOTO. JIy4Iine yOUThL ero U caMoOMy
CTaThb UMIIEPATOPOM, — CcKa3an JIu LI3MHbYSHE.

E Li3aubior 3aMeTus, 4To JIu L[3MHBYSHb TOBOPHUII O CMEPTH APYTHUX TakK JIETKO, ¥ BCIIOMHUJI, KaK OH
nomor eMmy u36aButhcs oT @aH L[sguHbop. iMIlepaTop TOYHO He OBUI TEM CIa0bIM MapHUOHETKOM, KaK
roBopunu. OH, BEPOSITHO, TalHO GOPOJICS 3a BIIACTh C BIOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPHULIEH.

B OymyieM uMmepaTop TOUHO He Oy[eT CUEeTh B 3TOM MajleHbKOM fiBope. OH Gy[eT yIpaBisiTh BCel
CTPaHOM.

JIu 1I3uHBY9Hb 3aMEeTHII, YTO ero MaJieHbKas UMIlepaTpuila 00JIbIe He CMOTpesia Ha Hero ¢ 00umoi,
a C BOCXHMIIIEHHEM, HO BCKOPE B3TJISI[l CHOBA CTajl 0ECIIOKONHEIM.

[Toromy uto E LI3siHBI0M ITOgyMar, 4TO, BOSMOXKHO, UMIIEPATOp He TaK YK CUJIEH:

— HimmepaTop, BH fiypak? Bhl yuuTe MeHs yOUTHL Bac U CTaTh uMIiepaTopoM? [axke eCid B HayUUTe
MEHS, Y MEHS HET TAaKOT'0 JKeJIaHus.

— Kro u3 Hac gypak? — B3goxHyn JIu L[3uHb4sHE. — 4 X04y cKa3aTh, YTO B OyaylleM s HUKOTTa He
Oynmy BEICTyIATh IPOTUB TeOs pafy OPyTux. Bcio xKu3HL ¥ MeHS OyOeT TOIbKO Thl — MOS
“MIepaTpula.

— Jlaxe ecnu gpyrue OyOyT Nydlie, BBl He OTPEYETECh OT MeHs? [laxe ecnu OymeTe MeHS
HEHaBU[IETh, BBl COXpaHUTE MHe nuio? — crupocun E L[35HBION.

JIu 1I3MHBY9HD, BUOSA €r0 0eCIOKONCTBO, IOTJIAAHUII eT0 II0 TOJI0BE:

— To1 gonKkeH OBICTPEE PacTH, CTaTh CUJIbHEE, YTOOH He 005ThCcs HUUero. Torga s CMOry ObITh
CIIOKOEH.

E 1I3siHbI0M TOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO UMIIEPATOP MPOCTO u3beraeT ero. B GyaymieM OH TOYHO TOTIOOUT
KOT'0-TO JPYTOro, @ MOXKET, laXKe POJUT C HUM [IeCSTh IEeTeH.

On YHEITIO CEJI Ha KPOBATh:

— WmMmepaTop, KaK HOBHIM (paBopuT? Kpacuseiii? C XOpoLUIKM XapaKTepoM? BaM HpaBATCS yBEpPEHHbIE
B ce0e, OH yBepeH?

JIn 1I3uHBY9HD MUIENHYII €T0 II0 TOJI0BE:
— T&I BCE BpeMst OOHUIIILCS, YTO ST OTIPABITIO T€OS B XOJIOIHEIE TIOKOH?

E LI3s1HBIOM KUBHYII:

— Ja.



— Torpma s1 CHayaa OTIIPaBiIio TeOs B XOJIOOHBIE ITOKOXW Ha HECKOJIBKO OHEH, YTOOH! ThI TOYYBCTBOBATI,
KaKOBO 9T0, — cKa3aj JIu lI3MHbYSHE U BHIIIE].

E LI3ssHbiol 0€CIIOMOIIHO CHeN Ha KpoBaTu. YTo uMIepaTop uMmen B Buny? EMy Hapmoen?
B 3TOT MOMEHT BOIIES €BHYX U COOOIIXII, YTO HOBHIM ()aBOPUT IIPUIIEN C BUSUTOM.
E LI3gHBI0M B OTUaSHUAU T10YECas T'OJIOBY:

— He npuHuMaTth. MeHs OTIIPaBUIN B XOJIOAHBIE TTOKOH, KAKOE IIPaBo S UMEI0 BUETh HOBOTO
dhaBopuTa uMIEpaTopa?

EBHYX, KOTOPBIY KaXKAbIM IeHb BUOET, KaK UMIIepaToOp U UMIIepaTpulla HeKHO 00IIal0TCs, YCIIbIIIaB,
YTO UMIIEPATPUILY OTIIPABUJIN B XOJIOAHEIE TIOKOU, UCIIYTaJICSd U faKe He CMOT TOBOPUTE.

OH BBITEp IIOT CO J10a ¥ MPOTSHYI KOPOOKY C emoii:

— ®aBOpPUT CKa3aJl, YTO €CJIH BEI HE XOTHUTE €T0 BUIETh, 3TO HOPMAJIbHO, HO BBl HOJIXKHHI ITPUHSITh
3TOT IIOAAPOK. DTO CIALOCTH, KOTOPHIE OH IIPUTOTOBHUII CaM.

E LI3siHbIOM B3TJITHYJ Ha KOPOOKY ¥ MaxHYJ PYKOM:
— OcTaBb 9TO, YCTh YXOOUT.
E 1I3subioit 60sics, 4To (aBOPUT MPHUIIE ITOf BUAOM IT0fapKa, YTOOH BCTPETUTHLCS C UMIIEPaTOPOM,

¥ XOTeJI, YTOOBI OH YIIEJ, I0Ka UMIIEPaTop He YBUIEI er0 U He BIIIOOUIICS.
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