3ateM nopouuta YaxH Mas. OHa onmycTUnach Ha KOJIEHHU, 4pOoXKa, U CIPOCHUIa:
— JlelcTBUTENHHO HYKHO YOUTHL ero? OH TaKo! MaJleHbKUM.
E TsHDb He yTelllan e€, IPOCTO CYHYTI €l B PYKYy KaMeHb.

Ysr MaH cMoTpesla Ha KaMeHb 1 IJIakaia. Yepe3 HeKOTopoe BpeMsi OHa Opocuiia ero B Teao MaH
Csaodana, omnas eMy B yXO.

3atem nopotnu I'y E u Taub JIune. Korga Bce 6pocunu kaMHu, MaH CsodaHb elré He yMep, OH
BHCEJI Ha KpPecTe, C TPYAOM [bIIIa.

Ysu MaH He MOria CMOTPETH, 3aKphlia IO PYKaMHU U, IPUCEB Ha KOPTOYKY, IPOJOIXKasa I11aKaTh.
E Tsaub nocMmoTpen Ha Taub JIMHSA ¥ XOIOMHO CKa3all:

— KT0-TO J0I3KEeH CBEPHYThL eMY 11110, UHa4e OH Oy[eT My4YUThCS, ITOKa He YMPET.

I'y E yxe naBHO pa3gpaxaics Ha E TsHs 3a ero 6eCYyBCTBEHHOCTb U PE3KO OTBETHIIL:

— [Touemy TEHI caM He CHesaels 3T0?

E Tanb ycMexHyncs, 6pocus B3rnsag Ha Taub JIMHA:

— OH BOeHHBIN, HaBepHSIKa yOHUBalI MHOTO JIIOJEH.

I'y E moxare, 4To CIUIIKOM Kpenko aepxkan Csio [JuHa, He naB eMy BHIOKUTH E TsHIO HECKOJIBKO
3y00B.

Taub JIuHb HUYETO He CKa3aJl, IIOAOLIEN, TONIPaBUil rofoBy MaH CsgodaHa, MATKO B3I €T0 JIUL0 B
PYKH ¥ Pe3K0 oBepHYyJ. Pa3gancs XpycT, u HacTynuia ThMa.

*

[Tocne Hactynnenusa TeMHOTHL ['y E oTKpbUI r1a3a. Ha 9TOT pa3 0H 0OKa3asicsi B MECTe, Iie HU4ero He
OBLLIIO BUIHO.

I'y E cen Ha 3eMJ1i0. 9Ta goJirasi urpa youicTB IPOgoJIKajiach, U OHU OIIHAOINCE.
MbsH Csiodanb He ObT mocegHUM 060poTHEM. Tak KTO ke UM ObLI?

I'y E Havan ymopsimounBaTh CBOM MHIC/IM. Ha maHHBEIM MOMEHT OH He ITPOBEPSJT TPEX YeoBeK — TaHb
JInnsg, Csio Juna u Ysx Man. O6opoTeHb OB CPedu HUX.

OH Hauan ¢ uckmouenui. Cso [IuH IBHO He ObIJT 000POTHEM, Be[Ib OH ITEPBLIM BHICTYIIUI IIPOTUB JI0
Bast u He Mor OBITH ero coobmHuKoM. K ToMy ke, eciiu 661 OH OBITT 000POTHEM, TO C €T0 UHTEJUIEKTOM
oH OBI yke JaBHO Bhifan ce6si. OctaBanuck Taub JInHb ¥ Y9H M3H.

O6a onu He maBanu MHOTO uH(MopMmanuu. Tanb JIMHL B IEPBOM payH[Ie 3asBUJI, YTO OH CIIOCOOHEIN, a
Ysa MsH ckasama, 4TO OHa MUPHBIM XUTeNlb. Bo BTopoM payHae TaHb JIMHB OTKa3acs OT CBOUX
CJIOB, Ha3BaBIINCh MUPHEIM XKHUTejeM, a YsH MoH 3asBuUIa, 4TO OHA BegbMa. ECiu BepHYTHCA K ABYM
payHOaM rojiocoBanus, B iepBoM TaHb JIuHb, CKOpee BCero, rOBOPUII IIpaBAy, a BO BTOPOM OH MOT
IIPUKPHIBATh MUPHOTO XkKuUTensd — ['y E cuuTan, 4To OH, BEPOSITHO, OXOTHUK. A 4TO HacueT YsH Man?



JIuIo 9TO¥ KPAacUBOU JEBYIIKK CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE SICHEE B €T'0 CO3HAHUHU.

O=a Bcerga roBopusa, 4YTo 00UTCS, HO 3TO OBITIO HE TaK. BcrmoMuHast, MOXKHO 3aMETHUTh, YTO €€ CTpax
IIPOSIBIISIJICS TUITL B TOM, KaK OHA IIPUKPHIBala POT PYKOH, IIJlaya, HO €€ Trjla3a 0CTaBa/IuCh
crokorHbIME. OHa Haclaxkpganach 3TOM UTPOU.

KTo moxeT COXPaHATh TaKOe XHaJZ[HOKPOBI/Ie?

B remuorte I'y E mouyBcTBOBaJsI, 4TO €ro pa3yM CTal siCHee, 4eM Korfa-nubo. Bce Kycouku nasna
OblK cOOpaHBl, 0CTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO HAUTU HUTh, KOTOpas CBA3BEIBAET UX BCeX — OT [Ixkekca o0 JIro
Basg u MaH Csiodana. Mx, ka3anock OB, CaMOCTOSITeNIbHEIE BEIOOPHL HA CAMOM fiejle HallpaBIIsiCh
HEBUIUMOU PYKOM, TOHKO U HE3aMETHO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT CHOBa IOSIBUJIACh UTPOBAst CUCTEMA. XOJIOOHBIM MEeXaHU4YECKUH T'0JI0C, JTUIIEHHBIN
SMOIIMM, KaK JIe3BHe KOChl CMEPTH, IIPOHECIIOCH B TUIIMHE HOYH:

— WUrpoxk sHOMED 7, CErOmHS TH IPOBEPUILb...
— Usn Man, — I'y E cmoenan BeI60OpP, OCHOBBIBAsICh Ha UHTYUIIUHU.
CucteMa ucuessa, ¥ MUD CHOBA IIOIPY3UJICS B TUILIUHY.

I'y E Havan uckaTh MyTh Ha3al, K KpecTy. OOHAKO OH HUYEr0 He BUEI U He CJIBIIIAl, He MOT
OTIpefe/IuTh CTOPOHE cBeTa. OH Havaa UCCIeO0BaTh ThMY, OH HOJIKeH ObIT BEPHYThCS K KPECTY 0
TOT0, KaK HACTOSIINY yOuilla MosIBUTCS. [IocTelTeHHO OH Havasl Pa3jIudaTh JOPOrY, HO ero B3TJIs
OBLT OKYTaH JIETKOM ARIMKOM. OH CIIOTHIKAJICS O KOPHU [ePeBLEB U 1lapaliajl HOT'Y 0 KOJIIOYKe KYCTHI.
B TeMHOTE OH HE MOT OIIpPEefeNIUuTh HallpaBlieHue, HO 3HaJl, YTO [OJIXKEH UTH BIIEPE.

OH MmoYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK X0JIOHAs Boga KOCHYJIACh ero HOT. JTo OblyIa Ta caMasi peka, uepe3 KOTOPYIo
oHu nipecnenoBanu JIio Basi. HanpaBneHue OblI0 TPaBUIbHBIM, €CITA TOIBKO OH He COOLETCS C MYTH...
HeoxXupgaHHO OH HACTYIUJ B IIYCTOTY, @ 3aTeM OKa3aJics Ha MATKOM TpaBe. OH MOPTHYJ U YBU[EI
BOAJIeKe TEMHYIO QUTYPY, CTOSIIyI0 B TyMaHe. OH moOparcs.

OH nopomén 65uXKe U pasTigfen KpecT, OKyTaHHBIM OIMKOM. Ha HEM HUYero He ObLIO.
W3 TeMHOTHI TOSIBUJICS Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPHIY 4yTh He ynan nepef ['y E.

— Cso0 [Iun? 3T0 TH?

YcnrwimaB ronoc I'y E, Csio [IuH TyT 2Ke BCKOYMII, 06PagOBaBUINCh:

— O, 9T0 THI!

I'y E coipocun:

— THI TOMBKO YTO MIPUIIEN?

Csio [IuH KUBHYJI, OTPSIXHYII IITAHHL:

— Ia, TonmbKO uTO0. HU4ero He BUOe, €N Ha OLIYIh. Yrafasl HalpaBlieHue, HO 110 JOPOTe yIial, YEPT
BO3bMH.

I'y E yka3am Ha KpecT:



— ITocMmoTpw.

Csio [Tun obepHYyIICS:

— 9-3? Ero HerT!

'y E, rnaps Ha BeIM4EeCTBEHHBIM KPECT, CKa3all:

— [ITa. IToxoxke, KTO-TO yKe ObLIT 30€Ch.

Cs0 [IuH Hayasn noTeTh, MHCTUHKTHUBHO IpuKaBIWUCh K ['y E:
— Ko 65171 30eck? KT0?

I'y E oTBeTum:

— He 3Hatro.

OH Hayan npubnuxkaThCcs K KpecTy, Ho Cso [IUH CXBaTU €ro 3a PyKYy:
— He nopxonu, 3T0O XyTKO. A re ocTajbHbIE?

— 4 3nato, — I'y E ocTaHOBUIICS. B 3TOT MOMEHT e111é KTO-TO MOSBHUIICS, 6exXKaJjl, CIIOTHIKAsICh, KaK
OynTo 32 HUM THAJIUCK.

— Kto Tam?! — xpuknyn 'y E.

W3 TeMHOTHI BHIIIETT YEJTIOBEK.

— 9710 5, — BHIeN E TaHb, TSKeJo ghIla.

I'y E cupocun:

— Krto-T0 rHancs 3a To6oi?

E TsHb, onupasch Ha KOJIEHU, TI0Ka4dall TOJI0OBOM:
— He 3na10, 9 HU4ero He Bupein. Bce yxe 3aecs?
— Hert, — otBeTun I'y E. — UYsn MoaH u Tanb JIUHE e1I€ He MPUILLIIH.
— A MbsH Csodanb?

— Korpga s mpuinésn, ero yxe He ObUIO.

E Taup BEIIpAMUIICA:

— Bo3Mo0XKHO, 3TO cenan KTO-TO U3 HUX?

— Bnonnre Bo3MoxHO, — cornacuics ['y E. — Cerogus g npoBepsii Ysn MaH. Kak To/IbKO OHa
IPUAET, MBI y3HAEM OTBET.

Cs0 [IuH TYT Ke HaXMYyPUJICS:

— 3T0 He MoXeT OLITH M3H M3H.



'y E oTBeTumn:

— Tw1 3Haems YaH MaH Bcero HecKoIbKo gHeH. Tl Jaxke He 3Haelllb, Ihe oHa XuBeT. UTo maet tebe
TaKy YBEPEHHOCTh?

— A Te1? — Bo3pa3un Cso [Iud. — Twl 3Haemb Taub JIuHsa gonbiie? [TIogyeMy 3T0 He MOXKET OBITh OH?

— ¥V Taub JIuns ectb anubu, — ckasan ['y E. — OH OblI ¢ HaMu B TIEPBYIO U BTOPYIO HOYb, ¥ HETO HE
ObLI0 BpeMeHU yOupaTh Telna.

Csio [InH cka3ai:

— Hy u ut0? OH Mor cpenath 3T0 Houbio! Eciu 3TO He OH, Torfia 00BSICHU, TI0YEMY €T0 3[IeCh HET?
9tot Bonpoc noctasun I'y E B Tynuk. ['me ke Taub JIMHB?

— Tans JIuab? KTo-HuOyOb BUIEN ero?

E TsHb mOKayas rojioBou.

I'y E BHE3AITHO ITOHST — €CJIU OH He OLIn0aeTCs, TO CEeTOOHs HOYbI0 000POTEHD OXKEH youTh TaHb
JIung.

— XuxvHa!

— Kakas xuxuna? — cupocun Cgo [JuH, HUYero He moHUMas.

— Taub JIunb ceriyac B xuxuHe! — BoCKIUKHYT ['y E.

I'y E Tyt ke cupocun E TaHs:

— Ecnu xo4elb BRIKHUTD, CKAXKU IIPaBay. Thl MUPHBIN XKUTEJTb WU CIIOCOOHBIN?
E TsHb, yIUBIEHHBIA BOIIPOCOM, Ha MTHOBEHNE 3aMep, a 3aTeM OTBETHIIL:

— 91 MUDHBIN XUTEIb.

— MupHsbIl KuTenb... — ['y E B3goxHyn ¢ o6neryenueM. K c4acTsio, OH He 0mUOCS, ¥ HUX eIle OBl
IIIAHC.

I'y E 6pocuncst B TeMHOTY, Cs10 [[MH MOCTIEIIXTT 3a HUM, KpUYa:
— Kyna eI 6exus?

— B xuxuny, — orBetun 'y E, He o6opayrBasics.

Csio OuH, OexxaBIINH 3a HUM, CKa3al:

— I'y E, He Toponucsk. f BembMa, a TaHb JIMHb — OXOTHUK. Y HETO €Il€ €CTh IIaHC BBIXKUTH CETOIHS
HOYBLIO.

— Het, — mokauan romnoso#i I'y E, xkernast 6exath ObicTpee. — OXOTHUK MOXKET BBICTPENIUTh TOTIBKO
OJIMH pas, IoCJjIe TOro Kak ero yObeT 000pOTEHbD.

Fy E He mor OIIpeneinTh HallpaBJIEHHWE, TYMaH IIepen ria3aMiu Crymacd. OH MOMHUJI, YTO XMXKKUHA



HaXOOUTCA K 0Ty OT OOJIbHUIIEL, a KpeCcT — K ceBepy. Ecnu oH 6exas Ha 10T, TO He OIMHUOETCs.

[Tpo6exkaB 0KOJIO TPEXCOT METPOB, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €T0 HOTM KOCHY/IMCH BO#bl. Hampasnenue
OBLIO IPABUIBHEBIM.
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