CrosgBmuii B cTopoHe MHb JI3, 0XKugaBmIni H3Ha4YaIbHO ITIOCMOTPETH 3PENIullle, IIOIY4YUB BHITOBOP OT
0TIIa, XOTh U 3aTauJl B gyllle HeJOBOJIbCTBO, HO HE OCMEJIUJICS CIIOPUTH C popuTesieM. B nocnegHuii
pa3 B3rNsgHYB Ha Tao AHs, 0OH QBIPKHYI U PE3KO Pa3BEPHYIICS, YTOOH YUTH.

Kto GBI MOT IOOyMaTh, YTO He YCIIeB MONTH OO OBEPHU, OH YCIIbIIIAJ CIIOKOWHEIH rojoc Tao AHs,
OOHOCSIIINICS C3anu.

— TaKYI-O KPAaCHUBYIO KOXY, MOJIOZIOM TOCIIONUH MHB, BAM CTOUT XOPOIIEeHbKO 6epe%.

ITH CIIOBA, YCIIbIIIIaHHEIE OOBIYHBIM YEeJIOBEKOM, HaBEPHAKa II0OKAa3aJINCh OBl KOMIIJIUMEHTOM, HO OJIA
Wus JIs oHn IIPO3By4YaJii KaK I'POM Cpefun siCHOIO He6a, €[Ba He JINIINB €ro OyIin.

— O yé™ TBI roBOPULIL! — pe3Ko 00epHYBIKCh, Hb JI9 B €Tr0 MpeKpacHbIX ria3ax-lepcukax BCE eme
YUTAJICS He YCIEBIINI CXOPOHUTHCS yKac.

Ha sicHoM u u3siimHOM juiie Tao AHS mo-mpeXHeMy COXPAHSIOCh MSITKO€e BhIpaXKeHue, CJIOBHO 3TH
CJIOBa BOBCE He ObITH MM Ipou3HeceHsl. OH GBI COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MYTHM.

Ho ecnu oH MOT COXpaHSATh CIIOKOMCTBHE, TO VHb JI3 — HeT. OH MOYTH MHCTUHKTHUBHO OPOCHUIICS
BIIepEN, 4ToOH CXBATUThL Tao fAHS 3a PyKy, HO, He YCIIeB KOCHYThCS, CJTOBHO HATKHYJICS Ha KaKyI0-TO
nperpany. Ero oT6pocuno Ha3ag, OH IUIENHYJICS Ha 11071, U3[jaB HECKOJIbKO MTPOH3UTETbHBIM BOIIIIb.

Yo OBITIO emé cTpallHee, TaK 3TO TO, YTO Ha IMpeKpacHoM nuile MHb JI9 mosBuICsS NETKui 6eIbli
IOBIMOK, OYATO YTO-TO €ro pasbefaso. JIumo ObICTPO MCKa3UI0Ch, KOXKa Hadasla cjie3aTh, BHTIISIAEN0
3TO KpaiiHe Iyramoiie.

Bcero 3a HeCKOBKO BOOXOB M BEITOXOB M3HAYaIbHO ITOPA3UTENBHO KpacuBasa Koxka Mub JIa
ITOJTHOCTRIO 0071€371a. A 1Mo Hell OTKPHIJICS €T0 UCTUHHEIN 00JTHK.

Hcueanu coOna3HUTENbHBIE TTIa3a-IePCUKH, HCUE3 MPSIMOY U U3SAIIHBIA HOC, Bc4ye3iia Oesast u
HexXKHas Koxka. BMeCTo HUX MOSBUIIOCH YPOLJIMBOE, TIOKPHITOE SMKaMHU JIAII0, OT KOTOPOTO
CTAHOBUJIOCH KYTKO.

Korma ocTpasi 6071b yTHXJTA, IEPBEIM feioM UHb JI9 MOTSHYICS PYKO# K cBoeMy nuily. OmmynieHue
HEPOBHOU IIOBEPXHOCTH €[IBA HE CBEJIO €T0 C yMa. B 0TYassHUU OH MOJHSII C I0JIa CBOIO CJIE3ILIYIO
KOXY U Hadaj 60pMOTaTh:

— Kozxka, Mos Koxa... YTo menaTh, YTO [ienaTh, S UCIIOPTUII €€, OHA YOBET MEHS, OHA TOYHO YOBET
MEHS...

YBuUpeB cTpafilaHus ChiHa, Ha nuile Wb UXKuNoHa BCIIBIXHYIA SPOCTh, HO HalpaBjieHa OHa Oblyla He Ha
Tao fAus, a Ha Mub JI3. OH pe3Ko NOOHSAJICS C [MBaHa, KPYIHBIMU LIIaTaMU IOJOLIET K CBOEMY
JKaJIKOMY CHIHY ¥, CTUCHYB 3y0Obl, CIIPOCHII:

— Pa3Be g He roBopun tebe, 4TOOHI TH 0OJIbIIIE HE CBSA3BIBAJICS C 9TOM WITYKOU? [TouyeMy TH He
CIlylIaels MeHsa?!

Wub JI3, mpeObiBaBIIMY B OTUYASIHUY, YCIIBIIIIAB THEBHEIN OKPUK MHb UXKUII9HA, OlepeBEHETIO
TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPEJI Ha OTla. Ero MasieHbKUe, CJIOBHO TOPOIIKHEL, T'J1a3a ObUIN MTOJIHEL
SIBHOU HEHaBUCTU:

— He cnymaTs 1€651? [ToueMy 51 qoyzKeH ciymath Te6s1? [ToueMy Thl MOXKEIIh 3aK/II04aTh COEIKYU C
HUMH, a 51 HET?



HenaBucTts B rima3ax Miub JI3 cTaHOBUIIACh BCE CUIbHEE. AKKYPATHO II0JIOZKUB CBOI0 KOXKY Ha II0JI, OH
Opocusncs Ha VHb YXKuMI9Ha:

— IMouemy s oOpatuncs K HeMy? Bce u3-3a Bac! Ecnu Ol ceMbst UlHB He coBepIliana CTOIbKO
3710fesIHUM, 51 OBl He OKa3aJsCsl B TaKOM I10JI0KeHuu! ITo Joar ceMby MHb, 3TO Balll JOT, 3TO BCE Ball
moor!

Korpga oTel 1 ChIH YZKe I'OTOBEL OBLITH CXBATUTHLCS Opyr ¢ OpyroM, B 0COOHSKEe pa3gaincs MSTKUU
TrojiocC.

— Brio GBI 2Kasb, ecnu Ol 3Ta KOXKa MITPOCTO UCIIOPTHUIIACh. XOPOIIIO OB, eclid ObI KTO-TO CMOT €€
TIOYUHUTb.

T'omoc Tao fAHst OB HETPOMKKM, HO CJIOBHO 06j1a7al Maru4ecKoy CUIoN, 3aBopaxKuBalollel cepala,
U YCIIeIIHO 3acTaBuil Opocusiierocs Buepén MHb JI3 3aMepeTs.

CnoBHO ouHyBIIKCH, ViHE JI3 6pocust monkITKY apaThes ¢ MHb YKUII9HOM, CHOBa OPOCHIICS Ha IO U,
CJI0BHO 00peTs COKPOBUIIE, TIOHST CIe3IyI0, U3bSA3BIEHHYI0 KOXKY. KyBEIDKasCh U CIIOTHIKASCh, OH
OBICTPO B30EXKAJI 10 JIECTHHUIIE.

I'naps Ha ero cnuny, nuio Map YKHUN9HA CTalo MpadyHBIM, CIIOBHO BOT-BOT MPOJILETCS AOXKMb.
YBumes, uto Tao fHL cobupaeTcs MOCIeI0BaTh 3a HUM, €T0 BEIpaXKeHHe CTaJIo elllé HelPUsITHee:

— TI'ocnonuu Tao.
Tao AHb 00epHYIICS, CIIOKOMHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha HET'0 U YIRIOHYICS:

— 4 mo¥my moCMOTPIO, KaK IOXKHUBAET Balll CHIH. Beb B Hayase ClIefyIollero Mecsia obunen y
cTapeumuHbl. Ecnu ceffyac ¢ BaluM CHIHOM YTO-TO CIIyYHUTCS, 3TO OyOeT He OYeHb XOPOIIIO.

ViHp YKUII9H XOTEJT OCTAHOBUTH €r0, YTOOH He BHIHOCUTH COP U3 U30HI, HO SIBHO YTO-TO COEPIKMUBAJIO
ero. Momya oH nocnenoBan 3a Tao flHeM, HanmpaBnsAsaCh TyOa, Kyaa ymen HUas JIs.

Wus JIs, mepka B pyKax CBOIO KOXKY, B ITaHKWKe OBICTPO MOTHSJICS Ha YETBEPTHINA 9TaXK 0COOHSKA.
CnoThIKasicCh, OH mo0Oexas 00 HeIpUMEeTHOM KOMHATHL B KOHIIE KOpuAopa. Ero pyku OB 3aHSTH, U
OH He MOT OTKPHITh fiBeph. CIIOBHO B TPaHCe, OH Hadajl OUTHCS TONI0OBOM O OBEPD.

Ero nuiio OBII0 MTOTHO CTpaxa ¥ MOIbOLl. BCcero 3a HECKOJIBKO MUHYT €TI0 U3PHITOE SIMKaMU JIUII0 yXKe
Haydajo KPOBOTOYMTE, HO OH, Ka3aJioch, HE YyBCTBOBAJ O0/IH, IPOHOJIKasg MeXaHUYeCKH OUTHCS
T'0JIOBOM O MBEPB, UTO BHITIIAMENIO KpaiHe IyTalolle.

Korga Tao fIHb HeCIeIHO MOJHSJICS HaBepX, OH YBUAE UMEHHO 3Ty ciieHy. OOJI0KOTHBIINCH Ha
TepusIa JIECTHUIIL, OH C HHTepPecoM Halroaat, sBHO He cOOUpPasich BMEITUBATHCS.

CnepoBaBmuy 3a HUM MHBL YXKHUIISH TOXKe YBULEN COCTOSIHUE CBOETO ChiHa. X0Td y MHb YXunsHa
OBLII0O MHOTO KEHIIMH Ha CTOPOHE, CHIH Y Hero OBINT TONbKO ofuH. [laxke ecnu HemaBHO MHB JI9 TOTOB
OBLT C HM TIOJPAThCS, CelYac OH He MOT CMOTPETh Ha 3To 0e3 60u.

WHb YKUIISH C TPYIOM OTBEJ B3TJISAMA ¥, 00paTUBIIMCH K Tao fAHI0, MATKO CKa3al:
— T'ocmogus Tao, 9T0... YTO MPOUCXOOUT?

YcnrimaB ero cnoBa, Tao fHb cerka MpUIIOAHS OPOBb U C YCMEIIKON ITOCMOTPEJ Ha Hero:



— YTto IIPOUCXOOUT, TOCIIOOWH WHb, BB MONIKHEBL 3HATD JIy4dIie MEeH.

Ha n6y Viup YkunsHa BHICTYIINUII XOJIOOHEIM 1TOT. HenpeprIiBHLIE YOaphl TOJI0BOM O OBEPb, KAa3aiocCh,
Ounu nNpsiMo B €ro Cepplle, 3aCTaBIsAsa ero 3ageixaThCsa. Ho OH He MOT NPOCTO CTOSTh ¥ CMOTPETH, Kak
€ro eIVHCTBEHHLIN CHIH IIPOJOJIKAEeT 3TO OejaTh. Beop 3TO ero eqUHCTBEHHBIN ChHIH!

CtucHyB 3y0HI, OH IPOU3HEC:

— 4 He TOHMMaIO, 0 YEM BBl TOBOPHUTE, HO €CJIM BBl CMOXKETE CIIaCTH MOET0 ChIHA, S BEIIIOJIHIO JIIo0oe
Ballle ycjoBue!

Tao SIHb CTIOKOMHO CMOTpPeN Ha Hero. Ero B3risy, Ka3anoch, ObIT HEBO3MYTUMEIM, HO OH CJIOBHO
IIPOHUKAJI B CaMyl0 OyIry, oT4ero jauno Wup YxkunsHa, u 6e3 TOro He caMoe IIPUSITHOE, CTAJI0 elé
XyKe, HO OH He IIOCMeJI CKa3aTh HU CJIOBa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT PUTMHUYHEIE APkl TOJIOBOM O IBEPh HAKOHEI] TPEeKpaTUInuCh. MHb YKUMSH
obepHyIcs u yBuden, 4To MHb JI3, KOTOPHIN OUIICS TOJIOBOM O ABEPD, yIIaj, CJIOBHO MapHOHETKA C
000pBaHHBIMM HUTSMH, U JIeKaJl Ha 10Ty, HEU3BECTHO, KUBOM MU MEPTBHIH.

3pauku Mup YkuoHa pe3ko cy3unuck. He obpaiasi BHUMaHUS HU Ha 4TO, OH 6pocuscst K Uub JI3,
TIOJIHSIJT €T0 Ha PYKHU U, YOEOUBIIIKICE, YTO TOT 1€ OBIIIUT, IIOCIIEIIHO T03BOHUII CEMEMHOMY Bpaydy.

[Tocne Toro KaK oTell ¥ ChIH Hb CIIyCTUJIMCh BHU3, HA YETBEPTOM 3Tazxe OCTaJICS TOJIbKO Tao AHb.
OH Me[IeHHO IOMOIIEN K ABEPU, HA KOTOPOX OCTaluCh crienrl KpoBu UHE JIs. [IBeps, KoTOpyio MHB
JI3 monro He MOT OTKpPBITH, CJIOBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA YTO-TO, U UyAECHHIM 00pa30M OTKPHIIACh.

YBuUmeB OTKPHITYIO ABEPD, Ha rybax Tao fAHs mosiBuiach n€rkas yasi0Ka, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa He Onlla
TaKOW MATKOM, KaK paHbIlle, a CKopee JiefleHAlel AyIy.

— Brriipmernns caM, UM MHE IIPUOETCS OEeWCTBOBATH?

Tao {Hb He BOIIEN B KOMHATY, @ OCTAJICS CTOSITh Y IBEPH, OKUas.

[ToyTH OMHOBPEMEHHO C €T0 CJI0BaMHU U3 KOMHATHI IOHECCS JIETKUM IIOPOX.

Tao {Hb HE TOPOMHUJI, CIIOKOMHO CTOS Y OIBEPHU, €T0 JUI0 OBITI0O HEIIPOHUIIAEMEIM.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHME U3 KOMHATHI BHIIIIA CTPOMHAsS purypa. Y Heé Oblnu O11ecTsiue YEPHBIE BOJIOCH, U
XOTSI OHA IIPOIIIa BCET0 HECKOJIBKO IIaroB, €€ IBUKEHUS ObITM HEBEPOSITHO T'PAI[MO3HHEI.
OcTtaHoBUBIIKCE IIeper Tao AHeM, OHa BHE3aIllHO OIyCTUJIaCh Ha KOJIEHU.

3aTeM U3 eé pTa MMOCHIIAIUCh MOIBOBI:

— locrioguH, momaguTe, TOCIOAKH, TolanuTe!

E€ romoc OblsT HEXKHBIM, KakK y peO€HKa, U ApOKaJ, BEI3bIBas KaloCTh.
— Heneran?

Tao fHb rugapen Ha ApoxKailyo GUrypy.

Ta B3OpOrHyJia ¥ 3aMoTasia ['0JI0BOM:

— Her-Her, g He HeneraJ. { npolyia IPoOBEPKY, BOT MOU IIPOIYCK, [T0XKAaJyiCTa, B3TJITHUTE.



C sTuMHM clioBaMHu OHa OBICTPO MpoTsHya Tao AdH0 TabnUyYKy, MaTepuan KOTOPOU ObLT TAKUM XKe,
KaK y TOTO MYKUYMHH B 6ape HeCKOJIbKO IHel Ha3af,.

[TepBriit meHb 6€3 KyApSIIeK, CKy4alo o Hemy: X
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