— 99... — Bau XyHbsHb cMoTpen Ha Ce [lIucioaHs, KOTOPHIA, U3Tydast aypoi 6eCCMepTHOTO,
CMUPEHHO JepaJj B pyKaX CIieHapui, 3aiaBasi Bonpoc. Ero rnasa, mogoOHbIe 3Be3THON pPeKe, He
OTPHIBAIKCh OT BaH XyHBSIHS, ¥ TOT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro cepple Hayanao GUTHCS dalle.

CuuTasi, 4TO ero OpUEHTAIUs He BHI3BIBAET COMHEHUM, BaH XyHbSIHb BHIHYKIEeH ObLT ClIeTKa
TIOKAIIJISITh, YTOOBI IPUUTH B CEO05:

— Kxm-kxm! Bpar IIIu, TH, KOHEYHO e, UIeabHO IOOXOIUIIL HA POJTh 00KECTBEHHOT0 ITepCcoHaxa!

BcnomuuB Koe-uTo, BaH XyHbsIHBb ITOCIIEITHO HAKJIOHUIICS, HAavasl JIMCTATh CLIeHAPUH U, Halas
HYKHYIO CTPaHUIy, C BOOAYIIEeBIeHNEM epeBepHY e€, mpoTsaHyB Ce IlucioaHio.

— Cwmortpu! X0oThb 3TO ¥ UCTOPUYECKAsS ApaMa, HO YTOOH IIPUBJIEYh MOJIOAEKD, CIIEHAPUCT HOOaBHI
MHOT0 (paHTaCTUYECKUX 37IEMEHTOB. Kpome TOT0, yUUTHIBas JIETEH[EL 0 Tope 10, KOTOphIe
TIPOCJIAaBUIIUCH BO BpeMeHa guHacTuu FO#, MOMUMO UMIIEpaTopa ¥ MHHHUCTPOB, B CIOKETe
TIOSIBIISTIOTCS ¥ OECCMEPTHBIE, IPHYEM UX POJIM JOBOJIBHO 3HAYMTENbHEL. Tak uTto, 6pat IlIu, Thr Mor
651 moripo6oBaTh ce6si B ponu beccMepTHOTO BNaibIKU TOPH fo.

[Tout ®sHXKaHb, MUCTABIINY ClIEHAPUM, Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep: ...
Crapmmii 6paT, TH Belb HAMEPEeHHO 3TO C[eall, mpaBaa?
[ToueMy OOBIYHO THI HE ITPOSIBIISIEIIb TAKOTO PBEHUS, 3a/laBasi BOIIPOCH! APYTUM?!

Cnelma mpeprIBUCTHIM cMex bait Cio B yirrax u omtymasi Ha ce6e B3IJIsi[ cTapiiero 6paTa, KOTOPHIiA
c10BHO Habonan 3a crnektakieM, [1911 OsHKaHb T7Ty00KO B3NOXHYJI U C IIYMOM 3aKphUIT CLIeHapUii:

— 4 perui.

YBupes, uTo TOT cobupaetcs yiTtH, bait Cio mOCIeIHo 0CTaHOBHII €T0:
— 9H, 91, TH elll€ He PeNeTUPOBal, a yXkKe UOELIb BHYTPh?

[Tsi1 ®sHKaHb, COXpaHAsA HEBO3SMYTUMOCTh, OTBETHII:

— Pa3Be TH He yBepeH B MOeN aKTEPCKOU Urpe?

Bbaiu Cro: ... UMeHHO ITI0TOMY, YTO 3TO ThI, 1 U HE YBEPEH.

Ho TIsit ®3HKaHb He 00pPaTUII Ha 9TO BHUMAHHUS, IIPOCTO MIPOILIENT MUMO HUX, HAIIPaBIIsSIsICh B KOMHATY
B KOHIIE KOPUAOpa.

OHU C TPEBOTOM CMOTPENY Ha er0 YOaISMycss QUrypy.

Ban XyHBAHL HEPBHO IIOTHAPAJI PYKU:

— Kak nymaerte, 6pat 2KaHb CIpaBUTCS?

Baii Cio mo4ecas royioBy, ero JUI0 BeIpaxKaao CTpaHHOE HeIOyMeHHe:

— TpynHo cka3atb. Ecnu oH Oymet urpath ce0si, To, BOSMOXKHO, fia, HO... YYUTHIBasg €ro XxapakTep, OH
BPSI U TaK MOCTYIIUT...

Cawmpiii cnokorHbIN U3 Tpoux, Ce [llucioaHb, HAKOHEL JOYUTAI CIIeHApUU U, TTISAd Ha MCYE3HYBIIYIO



B KOpuaope GUrypy, paBHOAYIIHO MPOU3HEC:

— He Bonnyiitecsk. C Tako# BHEITHOCTHIO, KaK y Mylafiero 6paTa, faxe eClid OH IIPOBaIUT
BBICTYIIJIEHNE, PEKUCCED BCE PABHO [aCT €My POJIb.

Bau Cro KUBHYII B COTJIACUU:

— TouHo! B kpaliHeM ciiy4ae, OH MOXKeT CTaTh (POHOBEIM IIePCOHAXKEM UM 3aHATHCS 03BY4YKOU. KTO
OTKaXKeTCsI OT TAKOTO IMPUSITHOTO Tojioca!

Bau XyHBsAHB TOKe BCIIOMHUJI O BHEIIHOCTU U MaHepax [15i1 O3HKaHg U YCIIOKOUIICS:

— Bepno. Bpat 2KaHb BHTISOUT Tak MIPUBIEKATEIbHO, Y HETO CTOJIBKO (DaHATOB, la ¥ IOCIIOAUH
[IIsub yKe 3apaHee JOTOBOPUIICS. [[yMaio, pexKnCCED MPOSIBUT CHUCXOOUTENIbHOCTb Pagy HETO.

OH MOT TOJTbKO MOJIUTLCS B AyIlle, YTOOH BCE IIPOIIUIO TIaAKo.

)%k

He nmomo3peBasi, 0 4€M AyMaroT ero ToBapuin, [13i1 ®3HXKaHb, ONPENEUBIINCE C LIe/IbI0, HECIIEIIHO
HaIPaBUJICS BIEpPEN. YBuIeB mepen co0oii Mpo3payvHyio CTEKISHHYIO IBEPD, OH TOJIKHYJI €€ ¥ BOLIET.

Briepenu eré Tpoe 4eoBeK CTOSIIM B ouepenu. [lepel caMbIM MEPBHIM M3 HUX BHCeJIa YEpHas
3aHaBECKa, 3a KOTOPO# CIIBIIIANKACH HesICHEIE T'0JI0CA.

[To11 ®3HKaHb MOHAJ, YTO 3@ 3aHABECKOU, BEPOSITHO, HAXOAUTCS MECTO OJId IIPOCIYILINBaHUY, TTe
CUIAT PeXKUCCED, CIIEHaPUCT U APyTrue YIeHH KIOPHU.

Tpoe B ouepean 0CTOPOKHO CTOSJIM 3a YEPHOU 3aHABECKOU, MPUCTyIIKUBasich. [Jaxe Korga [1su
®3HKaHb BOILIEJ, OHU JIUIIh MEJIbKOM B3TJISHY/IM Ha HETO U IIPOAOJIXKUIIN CBOE «BEJIUKOE JOeJIo»
NOACNTyIIMBaHus. [laxke TakKas BHELTHOCTh HE MOTJIa II0K0yieb6aTh UX PELIMMOCTh B 3TOT MOMEHT.

[1a#t ®3HKaHb He CTal MOoACaymrBaTh. OH IPOCTO HAIIENT MECTO, CeJl ¥ 3aKPHIJ I'/la3a, OTAbIXas.

OH gyMal, 4To MPUAETCS XKAATh HOJIT0, HO BCKOPE OeBYIIKa BHYTPH BHIIIIA C KPACHBIMY T'JIa3aMH.
Tpoe, cTosiBIIIME V 3aHABECKHU, YBUMIEB 3TO, IIOYYBCTBOBAJIK XOJIOM B CEPAllEe U 3aK01ebanuch, CTOUT JIK
UM 38XOIUTh.

[Tomomruuia Lyt BEIIIa, OKMHYJIa B3TJISIOOM BCEX ¥ Ha MTHOBEHUE 3afiepzKasia B3risay Ha [1ai
doHpxKaHe, SBHO 3alIOMHUB 3TOTO KpacaBila, KOTOPOI'O TOJIBKO YTO BHUEIA.

— Cnepytouui. — 'onoc noMomtauUIk Ly 3Bydan Kak IIpATOBOP.
Tpoe OTCTYIUIK Ha IIar, MOKa3biBas, YTO UM HYKHO eIIé MOATrOTOBUTHCS.

[Io11 ®3HKaHb, BUIS 3TO, €CTECTBEHHO, 3aHAJI UX MeCTO. BCTaB, OH Cllerka OTPAXHYI OfeXay U
IIOMIOIIEN K moMoInHuIle Llyi.

Ha 06bIYHO X07I0OHOM JIHIle TIOMOITHUIIE! LIyii mossBUnIach pefkas yibiOKa, 1 OHa KUBHYJIA eMY:
— TTolimémTe co MHOI.

Tpoe, cTosiBIIE PSIOOM, ITePErISHYIUCh, Ha0Iomas, Kak moMoIHuia Ly oTogBUraeT 3aHaBeCKY,
npomnyckaeT 1911 ®3HXKaHS, a 3aTeM onmyckaeT e€. OHM TYT ke COMINCH B Ky4y, TUX0 00CyXKmas.



— Oii, KTo 310 OBINT? KaxeTcs, s ero He y3HAIO.

— 4 ToXe He y3HaI0, HO, JOJIXKHO OBITh, 3TO BaxkHas mepcoHa? Ilomouuua Ly cama oTOOBUHYIa
3aHaBeCKY!

— MoxXeT OBITE... TPOCTO MPOTEeXkKeE?

— Bpar, Te CKONBbKO BRIMUI? JTO Ke Tepputopusi Ctapeummunsl Jlu! KTo mocmeeT?
— ... Bepno. Torga 4To Ham menaTh?

— BricTpee upgém cnymars!

[Toyi ®3HKaHb BOLIE BHYTPh. IPKUM CBET yIaj Ha ero JIUIO, U ero IpeKpacHas BHEIIHOCTE, CJIOBHO
colllefiliast C KAPTUHEL, a TakXKe 3JleraHTHEIE MaHePHl 3aCTaBUJIA HECKOJIbKUX XKEeHIIUH U3 XKIOPU YyTh
He BhITapamuTh Iia3a. OHu OyKBalbHO HEe MOTJIM OTOPBaTh OT HETo B3TJIA[, & KOTa OH OCTaHOBUJICS,
TYT Xe COMINCH B Ky4dy, BO30YKIEHHO, HO CAepPKaHHO 00CcyXKaasi.

MyK4MHEB U3 XKIOPY B3[JISHYNIA HAa HUX, HEJOYMEHHO MOPTHYB. OHM CMyTHO CJIBIIIA/IM YTO-TO BPOOe
«OH cBITpaeT IepBOro yUEHOT0?», «CaMblil KpaCUBLIi EPBLIY YUEHBIM B UCTOPUN», «f CTaHy €ro
(danaTKoii, KeM OBl OH HU ChIrpan», «OH — Mo upean beccMepTHOTO BIagelku», «TONBKO OH» ¥ TOMY
nogobHoe.

[Tomomruutia Lyt okKuHYsIa B3rIsO0OM XKIOPH U, YBUIEB, UTO OOJBIIMHCTBO IIPOM3BENIO Ha [19it
®sHXKaHg OTIIMYHOE [IePBOe BlleYaT/IeHNe, COBCEM He yauBuiach. OHa IIPOCTO IOAOIINA K Kpaio
JKIOpH, ClleTKa KalUIsSHyJa ¥ HallOMHUa:

— Kxm, Y4aCTHHK, HO}KaJ'[yfICTa, IIPpeaCTaBbTE CBOETO IIEPCOHAXKA U CIIEHY, d 3aTeéM MOXKeTe
Ha4YMHATh BEICTYIIJIEHHUE.

Cupsiuuy B ieHTpe CrapenmuHa JIu, MOrPyKEHHBIM B TUCHMO, YCIIBIIIAB I'OJI0C, C YOUBIEHUEM
IIOCMOTPeJI Ha CBOIO BHY4YKY. OOBIYHO MOJTYasiuBasi, OHa BOPYT 3ar0BOpUJIa epBoi. Pekoe siBeHue.

Ho xorga CrapeimmiHa JIu B3rISHY Ha y9aCTHUKA Ha ClieHe, KOTOPHIU CUST IpYe CBeTa, OH BCE
IIOHSAJL.

OH KuBHYI B Oyiue. [leliCTBUTENIBHO, Ce4ac PefKO BCTPETHUILIb TaKUX MPUATHBIX I71a3y MOJIOABIX
JIomen.

CrapenirHa JIu ToXe 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS, OTII0KUII PYUKY, BEIIPSMUIICS U IPUTOTOBUJIICS
BHHUMATEIbHO Ha0/II0IaTh 3a BHICTYIIJIEHMEM 3TOT'0 MOJIOLOTO YeJl0BeKa, KOTOPOT'O BUIEN BIIEPBHIE.

— 4 BrIOpast ponb CIIyTH, BCTPEYaloIlero rocTell B joMe 1mepBoro yuénoro, Jlto HarsgHa. — [1ai
®sHXKaHb CBOEH IIPEKPACHOM BHEIIHOCTHIO U I'0JIOCOM, TONOOHEIM BeCEHHEMY BETPY, IPOU3HEC UM,
KOTOPOE COBEPILIEHHO He TIOOXOIUIIO eMY.

Bce: «??7?»
YT0-TO 3MeCh He TakK.
Takoil Kpacasel He MOXeT Ha3bIBaTbCs Tak!

[TOCKOBKY TTIaBHBIM FepoeM ClieHapusi ObLI IePBLIM YYEHBIH, ero JOM OBIT OIMCAH JOBOJIBHO
nompo6Ho. OgHAKO PoJib, KOTOPYIO BeIOpas I19#t ®aHXKaHb, MOSBIIAIACS IUIIb ONUH pa3, ¥ eMy He



HY2KHO OBIIIO IIPOU3HOCHUTE HHU CJIOBQ, IIPOCTO CTOSATH Y BXOHOa U YJ'IBIGaTBCH.

XOTs OH CIENUaNbHO He U3yYal aKTEPCKOEe MacTepcTBo, [19it ®3HKaHb B MPEOBIAYIINX MUPaX yXKe
MMeJT HEKOTOPHIH OIIBIT, TI03TOMY GBICTPO BOIIEI B POJIb ¥ BHITJISIMIEN BIIOJTHE YOEIUTEIbHO.

CrosiTh Ha MecTe U ynei0aThes ois [19i @aHxKaHs ObLI0 mpoiile mpocToro. OH cunuTas, YTo BEIOOD
3TOM POy ObLT BECbMa YMHBIM.

OpHako KIOpH O0XKHOAJI0 COBCEM OPYTOroO. YBumen BbIGpaHHy'IO ¥M DOJIb U BEICTYIIJIEHHE, OHU
3aMepIin.

OTa HeoXHUIaHHAS CIleHa Jaxke 3acTaBula CTapedmuny JIu Ha MrHOBeHHUE 3aMepeTh. OH He MOT He
CIIPOCHUTE:

— ... 1 aTo BCE?

[1a11 ®3HKaHb TepecTan yae0aThCs U CIIOKOMHO OTBETHIL:

— Bce.

OH cmeruasbHO BEIOPAJ POJIb, B KOTOPOH OBIIIO Majo CIIeH.

Ho, Buns peaknuio X0pH, OH ClIerka HeJoyMeBa:

— 4 gTo-TO cmenan He Tak? Ecnu fa, moxkamnyicTa, YKaxkUTe, s IOCTapaloCh UCIIPABUTh.

Bce B myiie Kadanu romoBou: «HeT, HET, THI He CAelal HU4Yero IjI0X0ro, Thl MPOCTO CUILHO
npeycnen!»

Y koro BooOI1Ie €CTh TaKOW CNIyTra, BCTPEeYalolIui TOCTEN?
[Taxe B UMIIepaTOPCKOM OBOPIIe TaKOTO HET!

K ToMy Xke, ecnu ciyra B JoOMe IIePBOT'0 YUEHOTO BRITJIIOUT TaK, UTO IIOAYMAIOT T'OCTH, KOTOPHIX ThI
BCTpeYaeln?

B KoMHaTe Ha MTHOBEHUE BOIlapuiiach TUIIHHA.
OunyBmuce, noMoiHuna Lyl HakIoHUIach U TUXO0 ImpoiuenTtana Ctapeumuse Jlu:

— IMoxarnyiicTa, ckaxure 4To-HUOyas! ITompocuTe ero BEIOpPaTh POJIb MOBEIIIE, 3Ta POJIb EMY COBCEM
He IOoaXonuT!

CrapenivHa JIu Toxke Tak gymas. OH IpOJIMCTaa UCIMCAaHHBIN CLieHapui M CHOBA B3TJISHYII Ha [Isun
®aHXKaHA.

— Monomou 4esioBeK, Bbl OTJIMYHO CHITPAIH.
[1a#t ®3HKaHb YIBIOHYJICS U KUBHYJI, 0XKHUOas IIOCIEeAyIOIel KpUTHKH.
— Tomnexo...

[[TycTo]
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