Bai Cro moxar njedyaMy, IOKa3kiBasi, UYTO 3TO HE eT0 [esio:

— B cTonuie X0OAT CIyXd, 4TO HaCJIeMHUK IIPeCTOoJia He POSHOM ChIH MMIiepaTopa BaHb, uMnepaTop
celyac B IpOCTHU U IPOBOAUT pacciefoBaHue.

[Toy ®3HKaHL Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMeD, TOXE YOUBIIEeHHEIN.
9TO0 4TO, ClleHapuy MOAMEHBI HaCllegHUKA?
— 4 nopmo3pesaro... 94To 310 caenana Lyu . — Bai Cro HaKJIOHUIICSA U TUXO CKa3all.

[To1 ®3HKaHb NPULLYPUJICS, BCIIOMHUB, Kak Llyi Ilu BEITIsAAEa, KOTma BEpHYJIaCh U3 CTOJIUIIEL,
OynTo mpuHSIa KakKoe-TO pelleHue.

— OHa X04eT OKOHYATeIbHO Pa30pBaTh IMyTAHUIY MeXOYy TPOUMHU. [[efCTBUTENIBHO, faXke 3asll,
3arHaHHBIY B YTOJI, MOXKET YKYCUTh. — [131 ®3HKaHb TUXO 3aCMESIJICS.

Benp ecnmu OiMH U3 HUX YMPET, TO BCE 9TO 3aKOHYUTCS, HE TaK JIA?

Lyu [l pacupocTpaHuia CIyXu O HaCJIefHUKE, 3aCTaBUB UMIlepaTopa BaHb YCOMHUTHCS B
UCKpeHHOCTH [IparouenHoi cynpyru Llyi. OHa 3Hana WX CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO, 3TO ObII TOYHBIH yaap.

— C y4yeTOoM HEpeInTeTbHOCTH UMIlepaTopa BaHb B M106BU U €ro CaMOyBEPEHHOCTH KakK
¥“MIlepaTopa, eCJid 3TU CJIyXU OKaXyTCA IpaBaou, To [IparoueHHas cynpyra Llyi Ha 9TOT pa3
OKOHYaTe/IbHO MTOTUOHET.

Ecnu Bce 9TO IpaBfa, U TPETU IIPUHI] He PONHOM CHIH UMIepaTtopa BoHb, TO Kak CHJIBHO OH pPaHbIIIe
orekar [IparoieHHyio cynpyry Lly#, Tak ke CUJIbHO OH Tellepb 000MIeTCs C HEH.

Bo3M0KHO, HE TONMHKO HACJIeIHUK IIPECTosia, HO U ceMbsi Lyl HAauHYT UCILITHBATh HEIIPUSITHOCTH.
ViMmepaTOpCKHUii pacyeT BCera MOXKeT HaCTUTHYTh, flaXkKe CIIYCTS TOOHL.

TpeTuit npuHI| I0TEPsieT 671ar0CKIOHHOCTb UMIIEpaTopa, a ceMbs Lyt — ero mosepue. s
Iparomennou cynpyru Llyi ato 6ymeT HacTosimel katacTpodoii. OHa cMorya ymepxKaThCs B TapeMe
uMIlepaTopa Baub TonbKo Oarogaps ChiHY U ceMbe Llyii. Temeps, Korfia y Hee He 0CTaloCh HU TOTO,
HU OPYTOro, ee MOJIOXKEHNE, KaK YeJI0OBeKa C TEMHBIM IIPOIIIBIM, Toce nossnenus Ly# [u,
BEPOSITHO, OYMET... XM.

CopocuTs [IparomeHHyio cynpyry Llyi ¢ BEICOTH B IIPOMIACTh — BOT, BEPOSITHO, YTO 3agyMasa Ly
.

[Tout ®aHKaHb C IIEePBOrO B3rjsgfa MoHAI Hamepenus Lyu [lu.

— Jlena B rapeMe JelCTBUATENBHO YXKacHB. — [1911 O3HKaHb CIIOKOWHO IIPOU3HEC, CAEIaB elle
TJIOTOK 4as.

OH MOT TOBOPUTH «yKACHO» TaK, OYATO 3TO OBLIO CKYUHO.

Ho Bait Cio He mo0un BumeTs [19if ®oHKaHs B TAKOM pacciiableHHOM COCTOSTHUM, KPUBO IIOCMOTPET
Ha HEero ¥ X0JI0JHO CKa3all:

— Ho rnaBa ceMbu TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJ, YTO TPETHUM IPUHI] — POOHOM OpaT 4eTBEPTOro MpuHIa!
Cnyxu NOXKHBIE.



[Tsi1 ®3HKaHb OCTAHOBUJI PYKY C YallIKoM U mocMoTpen npsamo Ha Ce Hlucroans:
— Crapim#t 6pat, 3To mpaBaa?

Ce Illucroanp HUKOTOA He JIral:

— Koneuno, ouu 6/1u3HeIs], 9 He oIIuoCd.

T8t ®3HKaHb IIOCTABUIT YAIlIKY Ha CTOJI, ORICTPO 0OOyMBIBASI CUTYAIIHIO.

— Ecnu 3T0 IIpOCTO MOAMEHA HacllefHUKa, UMIepaTop BaHb HakaxkeT ceMbio 1yii, ¥ Ha 3TOM Bce
3aKoHYUTCA. Ho ecnu TpeTuit u 4eTBEPTHIM IPUHIIEL — POOHEIE OpaThsi, IPOCTO MOAMEHEHHEIE
Iparouennon cynpyrou LIy, To uMnepaTop BoHb, 4yBCTBYS BUHY, MOXKeT 00paTUTh BHUMaHUe Ha
4eTBEPTOTO NIPUHIIA...

[Toi1 ®oHKaHb HaXMYPHUJICS, TJIAAS Ha CIIOKOMHYIO IIOBEPXHOCTD Yasl B YalllKe.
On He roBopui, HO bau Cro cKa3sarn 3a Hero:
— Torpga 4YeTBepTHIY NPHUHI] IIOIIAZAET B II0JIe 3PeHUS UMIlepaTopa BaHb.

— Ilaxe ecnu [Iparomnensas cynpyra LIyl fokaxeT, 4TO TPeTUY [IPUHI] — POLHOU CBHIH UMIlepaTopa
Banb, HO 3aHO3a B cepAlle uMiepaTopa yxe Oyner. OH 6oJblile He CMOXKET TaK XKe OIeKaTh TPEThETro
IIPUHIA, KaK paHble. bojee TOro, TpeTHii MPUHI] caM 110 ce0e He 0YeHb YCTOMYMB, ¥ KaK TOJIbKO
MMIIepaTop MOTepsieT K HeMy 0/1ar0CKJIOHHOCTh, pa3kKajioBaHue Oy[eT JIUlllb BOTPOCOM BpeMeHu. U
BIO0OABOK...

3mech bait Cio yneioayncs [1a1 OaHKaHIO0, XUXUKa:

— W BOo6aBOK THI TAK XOPOIIIO BOCIKTAJI YETBEPTOI0 MpHHIA. Eciiu OBl OHYM He OBUIH POTHBIMU
OpaThsMH, X ObI HE CPABHUBAJIM, HO TEIlePh, KOT{a OHU ONM3HEIb, eIHHCTBEHHOE OTINYHEe — 9TO
CIIOCOOHOCTH.

— CpaBHUB HX, faXe AypaK IOUMeT, KOTo BEIOpaTh IPpeeMHUKOM. Xe-xe, OyaylIuii HacTaBHUK
UMIIepaTopa...

Ban Cro maBHO XKajl 9TOTr0 THS.
[Tsi1 ®3HKaHb HEBOJILHO KAILUISIHYL:

— ...He o6s13aTenpHO0. Bo3MOXKHO, nMIepaTop BaHb neiCTBUTENILHO TIO0UT TPETHETO IPHUHITA U He
cobupaeTcs MeHSTh HacleqHUKa...

Ho npexne uem I1a1i ®anxkansb ycmen yremuTs cebs, Ce [Iucioanb HaHEC eMy yaap.

— Mnapmmi 6paT, pa3Be TH He BOCIKTA UMIepaTopa Jitofei oueHb xopoiro? [ToyeMy TH He paf? —
Ce IllucroaHb Cc youBIeHHEM IIOCMOTpPEIT Ha Mafiiero 6paTa, COBEpIIEHHO He TOHUMas.

Pa3Be miammui 6paT He HAMEPEHHO B35 UMIIepaTopa JIofel Moy CBOIO OMeKy?
[ToyeMy OH BHITJIAOUT TAKUM PaCCTPOEHHEIM, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO UMIIEPATOP JIIONEU B30UIeT Ha IIPeCcTom?

— HMmMnepaTtop mogen?!



[Ta#1 ®3HKaHb MIMPOKO PACKPHUI I'1a3a, YCTaBUBIIKCH HA CTapiiero 6para.

— Crapumit 6paT, 0 KoM TH roBopuinb? O HeM? — [Iai1 ®3HKaHb 3amHyJCcs, c1abdo yKa3aB Ha IIKOITy
3a 3aHABECKOW, I'lle YeTBEPTHIM [IPUHIL], HAXOOAIIUUCS [I0f er0 ONEeKOM, YXKe CTajl ero IOKJIOHHUKOM.

Ce [lucroaHb He BUAET B 3TOM HUYEr0 CTPAHHOI'0, HEBUHHO CKa3aB:

— Ia, g1 He TOBOPUI?

— THI, KOHEYHO, HE TOBOPHIL.

[1s#1 ®3HKaHb CTUCHYI 3y0OBI, CAEPKUBas KyJlaKU, €T0 JIUI0 BEIPaXKaso CKPHITYIO SPOCTh.

OH cka3zarn cebe B my1ie.

9To0 ero pogHOU cTapumii 6pat, u oH OyneT 6amoBaTh ero, faxe ecyid IPUAETCS CTOSITh Ha KOJIeHIX!
Henb3a ypapute! Henb3a ymaputs!

HyxHo coepxatncs!

Bait Cio cpa3y IOHSJI eT0 MBICTIH U YyTh He 3a[JOXHYJICS OT CMeXa, OBICTPO OTBEPHYBIUINCDH U TPUKPHIB
pOT.

[OH HakoHeI] HoKOaJICSI 3TOro AHs!]

[[To11 ®3HKaHb, 0OCMenbCs yaapuTh! He mocmeens, mpaBpa?]
[Xa-xa-xa-xa-xa-xa-xa-xa!]

— KxM-KxM-KxMm!

YcnokouB cmex, bait Cio TOBEepHYJIICS, CTTIafua YIbIOKY ¥ Hadall «yCIIOKauBaTh».

— Oii, He 3nuch! I'MaBa ceMbU Tak 3aHAT U YCTaJl, OH MOXKET He 3aMeTUTh HEKOTOPHIX Bellel,
Oymyimuit HaCTaBHUK UMIIepaTopa, MoxKajyicTa, moimu! Korma yeTBepTHIM MPUHI] B30HOET Ha
IIPECTOJI, THl HEIPEMEHHO CTaHEeIllb 3HaMEHUTHIM HaCTaBHUKOM [13ii, BO3MOXKHO, HaM [laxKe MPUOETCs
mepKaThCs 3a TBOIO HOTYy? IToxanyicTa, m1o3aboThCst 0 HAC?

Ha cnosax bau Cro nelTancs CriaguTh CUTyalldi0, HO Ha caMOM fieJie OH CHIIIajl COJIb Ha paHy [1au
®aHXKaHA.

OH He TOJIbKO XOTeJI ITOCHIIATh COJIbIO0, HO Jaxe Mo0aBUThL TMHH.

2Ku3Hb He npekpaiaetcs, u bai Cio HUKOTAa He IepecTaeT NpeIraTh 10 MUHHOMY 100 [1911
OoHXKaHS.

— Bbawm!

EnBa Baii Cro 3aK0HYMI TOBOPUTH, [1911 O9HXKaHb yIapuia MeYoM 10 CTONY, C yNIBIOKOM rigas Ha ban
Cro:

— Ilpoponxai.

Bau Cro cy3un riasa: «...»



VBUEB 9TOT MeY, KOTOPHIY KOTIa-TO XPaHHUJICS B 3alpeTHOM 30He, bait Cio MTHOBEHHO 3aMOjT4all,
WHCTUHKTUBHO B3[IPOTHYB.

Baii Cio, KOTOPEIM HUYETO He 00s71cs, 60SICS TOMBKO 3TOTO Meya.

Baii C1o oTCTynuI Ha IoJIIara, C HaTAHYTON YIBIOKOU yMOJISS:

— 9993... JaBal IIOTOBOPUM, JIafHO? Xe-xXe... 6J1aropogHble JII0U FOBOPAT, a He JepyTcs, ITpaBaa?
[1a#t ®3HKaHb C OPUITMATIEHOMN YIIEIOKOM:

— Trl IpaB, O3TOMY 51 BHIOMpAIO. ..

[1s11 ®3HKaHb IEPEMECTUIT TPaBYI0 PYKY Ha PYKOSThL Meda, OY[ITO TOTOBBIM BHITAIIUTE €TI0 B 000
MOMEHT.

— Ou-91-91, HeT-HeT-HeT! He Hago!

Baii Cio ¢ HCITyTaHHEIM B3TJISIIOM, KakK OyITO XBaTasCh 3a COJIOMMHKY, CXBAaTHII Kpall pykaBa Ce
[IIucroaHs U XKano00HO MTOIPOCHIT:

— I';maBa cembH, criacute!

CHoBa ofOpaiasick K ctapuieMy opaty, [1a1 ®3HkaHb HEBOJIBHO ITOKOcHcs Ha bait Cio.
— Tl KPOMeE 3TOr0 HUYET0o He MOXKeIllb CKa3aTb? MoXKeT, 4T0-TO HOBEHbKOE?

Baii C1o Kpemnko cxaJjl Kpail pyKaBa I'JlaBbl CEMbU:

— Her, Tonpko aTo! I';maBa ceMbu, criacure!

Ce IllucroaHb, KOTOPBIMA OCTABAJICS B CTOPOHE, He ObITT 00eCIIOKOeH UX B3auMoencTeueM. OH Bce
BpEMsI CJIe[IATI 3a XPYCTAJIbHBIM IIapoM, ¥ Kak TOJIbKO [19#1 OaHKaHb BRITALIU Med KiaHa Ce, m1ap
CJIeTKa 3afipoxKall.

XoTsi 3T0 OBIIO €JBa 3aMETHO, OH CPa3y 3aMEeTUJI 9TO, HANIPSTIINCh, U ero 3Be3[HbIE I'Ia3a
IIPUCTalIbHO YCTAaBUJIACh Ha IIap.

Ero giuHHBIE MABIILI MTHOBEHHO 3aBUTAINCE, MEHCTBUS OBIIN IIJIABHLIMU U U3SIIHBIMU.

YBupes, 4To Imap HaKOHeIl Hayas 3arpyxkaTbcs, Ce [IrcioaHb B3OOXHYT C 007IerYeHUEM U OCTAHOBHUII
UX.

— XBaTHUT LIyMETH, COOOIIeHe aKTUBUPOBAHO, TOJONUINTE TOCMOTPHUTE.
— Yo, uTo? Kakoe coo0liienue?

Bait Cio ¢ m000IBITCTBOM BEICYHYJI TOJIOBY M3-3a CIIMHBI TJIaBBI CEMbH, HO BCE €I1[e OCTOPOKHO
mocMoTpen Ha [1s1 O3HXKaHSA.

[Ts#i ®3HKaHb TOKE MEJIbKOM B3TJITHYJI Ha HEero, yopas Med, BCerha Hy2KHO yBaXKaTh CTAPIIEro
Opara.

3aTeM OH BcTanl u nopouren K Ce [lucroaH!o, CIIPOCUB:



— Pacmmudposan?

— [la, pacumgpposan. Ceityac s ero akTuBupyr? Bel ciymmaiiTe BHUMaTenbHo. — Ce [llucroaHb
IIOCMOTpEJT Ha Myafmiero opara.

Panbiie o 60scs, uto Ce [llucioans moBpeguT nporpaMmy u paHuT K03 LIuHYSHS BHYTPH, II09TOMY
BPEMEHHO BBHIKJIIOYHUJI €T0.

— Xopouro. — IIsii ®3HXKaHb KUBHYII.

ABTOpCcKoe npuMedanue: bau Cro: biaropogHaeie 1o roBopAT, a He gepyTcs!

[1a#t ®3HKaHb: TH IpaB, HO S BEIOMPAIO APaKy.

Ce Illucroans: B mo6oM cinydae, Kak Obl OHM HU JPaAJIMCh, OHU He MIPUYUHSAT MHE Bpefa, MyCTk.

Bai1 Cro: ['maBa ceMby, B BUOUTe! ITO He OIpaKa, 3TO IPOCTO 4 MIOIydar TyMaku!
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