I BamIaTU4YeTHIPEXTIETHUY reHepan auHactuu FOu, [1Isue Bal, mepexXuBIIMi MHOXKECTBO PaloCTeN U
meyvasiell B CBOEH XKU3HU, IOTHSJI T'OJIOBY ¥ YCTPEMMUII B3TJISAM Ha MPOTSIHYBIIYIOCS Iepel HUM
TOPOACKYI0 CTeHy. Ha BOCTOKe 3aHMMaJICAd PacCBET, M PeAKUY JIy4Y CBEeTa 03apUJl €ro, fejiast YUCTHIM,
KaK OymouiiCKui MOHAxX Uik 0€CCMEPTHHIM, CIIOCOOHBIN BUAETh BCE HACKBO3b.

Bbau Cro moprayn. B aT0T MOMEHT OH nmo4yBcTBOBa B lII3Hb Bae 4T0-TO, HannoMuHarwee 131
®3HXKaHSA — Ty CaMyl0 CIIOKOMHYI0, HO IPUTATATEIbHYI0 Xapu3My. OHH Tak ITOX0XKH!

— 4 3Halo, 0 YéM myMaloT JIIofu B ropoae. OHU, HAaBePHOE, TOTOBSITCSI IIOCMESIThCST Hafl MHOU U
1310101, myMmasi, YTO MBI ToXke OymeM O0pOThCS 3a BIIACTh, Kak U Te.

[IIaub Boait ycmexHymncs. OH yke JaBHO He ObIJT TeM CKPOMHBIM IOHOIIEN, KOTOPOT'0 €BHYXU MOTJIH
0e3HaKa3aHHO YHUKATh IIPU IBOPE.

— Xe-xe, 9TOT TPOH... — [I5HL B3ii X0I0OHO YCMEXHYJICS, 3aTEM IIOBEPHYJICA K BOCXOHIIEMY COJIHLY
Ha BocTOKe. — MHe, IIIaHb B3lo, BCE 9TO He HYKHO.

Bbaiu Cro, CTOABIINN PAAOM, YCBIIIAB 3TO, BOPYT PaCCMESJICH:
— IIdbd, BCE, TH CTAHOBUIILCS BCE OOJIBIIE ITOX0XK HA HEro!
[IIaup Bait TyT Ke cO6aBua HAoOp u c1abo CIIPOCHIT:

— Ha koro?

— Ha tBoero BeccmepTHOTro Bnagelky. — Bait Cio 6pOCHIT B3TIISIM 3a CIUHY, TPOHOIKast CBOK
eXXeIHeBHEIE TPOBOKAIMK. — Y HEro Toxe OBIJT TPOH B CEMbE, HO OH TaK He XOTeJI er0 HaclleJoBaTh,
YTO cOexall.

Xorts [IIsHb Bait He MOHSI, OT KAKOro TpoHa c6exan beccMepTHEIN BlIafiblka, OH TYT K€ BO3PA3UII:

— BeccMmepTHEIN Bliafiblka TOUHO He yOerasn oT OTBeTCTBeHHOCTH! Ec/iu OH He X0Tes HaceoBaTh
TPOH, TO TOJILKO ITIOTOMY, YTO TPOH He IIOMOTajl eMy, a JIUIIb CKOBEIBaJL. {1 mogaepKuUBaio
BeccmepTHOTrO BrafbKy!

Bait Cro: ... Bpart, TH SIBHO POXKIEH OBITH (paHATUKOM!

— Yyyyyy...

Vi3maneka JOHECCS TAKENBIN T'yJ, ¥ TOPOACKNE BOPOTa MeJIEHHO OTKPBIIKACH.

[IIsup Boii, CI0BHO MMOYYBCTBOBAB UTO-TO, 00EPHYJICS U Cpa3y yBUOEI B CaMOM LIEHTPe IPKYI0 GUrypy.
9T0 oHa!

[IIsup B3y Kpemue cxkKaJjl IOBOAbS U TPOMKO KPUKHYII:

— Bmepeén!

Yy II3t010i1, omeTas B mapagHoe IjIaThe, CTOsIIa Cpeau MOYETHOro Kapaysiaa. OHa cMOTpesa Ha
MYXKYUHY, KOTOPBIH TaK JOJIT0 3aHUMAaJ €€ MBICTIH, ¥ HEBOJIBHO CXKaJla TyOHl, e€é PyKH OpozKaju, a
ceppte OMIOCH Jale.

Ha camoM perne OHM DOXKHBI OBLITH BCTPETUTE €T0 3a TPUALATh JIX OT ropoda, HO MHOTHMEe MUHUCTPEL



He COT'JIaCuinCh, Ujik, CKOpee, He OCMEJINIINCE. Ho ‘{y LI3t01011 HE BO3paXkKaJjla, OHA 3HaJIa, 94TO NE): 1)
Bs10 He BaxKHEI 3TU @OpMaHBHOCTI/I.

['maBHOe, 4TOOBI OHA CaMa OTKphIJIa BOPOTA U BCTPETUIIA €TO B CaMBIN ITPEKPACHBEI MOMEHT.

E€ nmpekpacHble T1a3a He OTpHBaiuCh OT [1I9Hb Basi, paccTosHre MeXay HUMU COKpallanock, 1
CKOpO OHa CMOTJIa YETKO Pas3TyIAfeTh JIUI0, KOTOPOe TakK JOIT0 TPEBOKUIIO €€ CEPALIE.

OmHako, KOrjla OHa HEMHOT'O OTBJIEKIack, [I13ub Bait HAaTAHYI TOBOABS, COCKOYMIT C KOHS U, JIOBKO
ONyCTUBILKCEH Ha KOJIEHHU Iepe[] IOYETHHIM KapayaoM, TPOMKO IIPOU3HEC:

— [IpusetcTBy!o Bame Benuuectso!
— IIpuBetcTByeM Baie Benuuectso!
BoeHHbIe 3a ero CIIUHOM TOXKe OIYCTUINCH Ha KOJIEHH, UX rojioca 3BydYasid Kak Ipuboi.

B ogHO MrHOBeHHe BCs CTOIHUIIA ObIIa MOTPsICeHa. Ilepen 9TUM HEOKHUIAaHHEIM ITI0BOPOTOM COOBITHM
MHOT'H€e YUHOBHUKH ¥ IIPOCTOJTIONWHEL 110 00eMM CTOPOHAM He MOTJIM IIPUUTH B cebs.

TrICSITUM T'0JI0COB, BO3TJIAIIAIIINX IPUBETCTBUE, 3acTaBuiu Uy L3100 0YHYTHCA.
[Toropurte!
YTO TOMBKO YTO IIPOU3OLIIIO?

Pa3Be He OHa JOMXKHA ObljTa BEIMTH U3 ropomga, YTOORI BCTPETUTH [IIsup Bas, B3oIIeOIIero Ha TPOH, a
3aTEM IIOMBITATLCS BHIUTHU 3a HETO 3aMy}K?

[Kak 3TO OHa BOPYT CTalla UMIIEpaTPHUIEH?]

Yy 3101011, KOTOpas XoTesa ObITh JIAIIL UMIIepaTPHUIlel, HeOXKUAaHHO OKa3aiach BO3BENEHHON Ha
TpoH [II3HE BaewM.

C 3TOr0 MOMEHTA BJIACTh B CTPaHe IMepellia K Hell, 1 ©UMIIepaTPHUIla B30IIJIa Ha IPeCcTOo.
JlecHo¥ 6eccMepPTHHIN (KOHEIT)

M3BecTue o ToM, uTo Uy L[31010i B30IIIsIa Ha TPOH, BEI3BAJIO OYPI0 B HEKOTOPHIX MeCTax, a HEKOTOPLIe
JIIOJY TIPOCTO HE MOTJIA B 3TO MIOBEPUTD.

Hampumep, e€ OBIBINNI HaCTaBHUK, KOTOPHIM KOTIa-TO COBETOBAJI €H, CMOTPEII Ha MPUOLIBIIIETr0
TIOCJTAHHUKA C U3YMJIEHUEM.

— el CTBUTEINBHO... UMIIEpaTpUIia?

ViMmepaTopcKuii gBOPeI] O TOTHOCTHI0 peopranu3oBad Uy L[3totoi u [IIsubs BaeM, u Bce
IIOCJTAaHHUKHU, KOTOPHIX OTIIPABIIS/IM, ObIIM YMHBIMU U CIIOCOOHBIMU. Te eBHYXU U CIIy2KaHKH, KOTOpPhIe
paHbllle MOTJIM 00MAETh YesloBeKa U3-3a OJHOTO CJI0Ba, OBIIM BCe U3THAHHI.

[TocraHHUK CIIeTKa MOKJIOHUIICS, BEIpazXkast yBakKeHUE K 3TOMY IIOXKHUIIOMY, HO BCE eIé
3a60TAIIEMYyCs O CTPAHE HACTABHUKY:

— [IIa, Baie BenndecTBo ykKe Ha3HauMlIa IaTy llepeMOHUH XKepTBopruHoiieHus HeOy, 1 Bckope 00



aToM OyzeT 00BSIBIIEHO BCEM CTpaHe.
HacTaBHUK IOTJIaiu CBOM Ce[ble BOJIOCH U [OJIT0 CMOTPEN B CTOPOHY UMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOPIIA.

CoycTst gonroe BpeMsi OH B3[IOXHYJI, eT0 cepplle OBII0 TeperoHEeHO BOCXUIIEHNEM, U OH TaKke
Hayvall ¢ yBaxkeHueM 0T3kBaThcs 0 [IIaHb Bae, mumepe BoCcCTaHUSI, KOTOPOE MOTPSICIIO CTPAHY:

— Tl'eneparn [I3Hb... OH OEeMCTBUTENIBHO IIOCBSATHUII Ce0s CITy>KEeHUI0 Hapody, MHEe Heuero CKa3aTh,
TOJIBKO CTHIL, CTHIN.

Wnu, HampuMep, Te IPUHIIE, KOTOPBIE B ITaHKWKe cOexkanu, Korma apmus [1Isues Bas mopmoria K
ropomy.

— Kak ato Yy LI3torou B3omwia Ha TpoH! A roe atoT LIsHb Baii?

— Yro, TH TOBOPHIlL, OH [0O6pOBONIbHO yeTynun? Yept! a oH mpocTo cymacuienmmii! Heyxenu o
OTKa3aJICd OT TPOHA, KOTOPHIY OBIN ¥ HETO B PyKax?

— Ecnu 6w 51 3Ha... Ax! IIpoBanuBariTe!

HeckonbKo mpuHIEB pa30uIu B KOMHATe MHOXKECTBO YallleK ¥ Ba3, HO, KOHEYHO, HUKAKOI0 «eCJy OBl
s1 3HaI» He Ob1o. Jaxke ecu Ol OHM 3HA/IM, OHU BCE PABHO HE MOHSIHU OB, B YEM OITHOJINCE, U BCE
PaBHO IPOUTPAIU OBI.

Bopna MoxXeT HECTH JIOKY, HO MOXKET U IMOTONUTEL e€. Hapoy BaxkHee, TOCylapCTBO BTOPOCTEIIEHHO, a
IIpaBUTEJIb — Ha MOCeJHEeM MeCTe. OTH IPUHIUIE], BEPOSITHO, HUKOTTIa He OYAYT MOHATH 3TUMU
«YJieHaM{ UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMbU», KOTOPhIE CYUTAJIA CTPaHy UTPyIKo#. Hy, MoxkeT ObITh, B
CIIeAyIoIler KHA3HU.

Yy L31010#1, MPUHSB PeaabHOCTh, TYT XKe o6benununacs ¢ IlIsas Baem u oTmpaBuia BocKa Ha
TIoJjaBJIeHe MSTeXeH, apeCTOBaB BCeX NMPUHIEB U KHS3eH. 3aTeM OHU OOUH 3a IPYTUM IepeyurCIIUuIn
VX IIPECTYIJIEHUS, ¥, KOHEYHO, UX XBaTUJIO OBl Ha CTO CMepTei.

Baii Cio, 6rmaromapsi CBOUM CIIOCOOHOCTSM, TTO3BOJIIBILIUM €My OCTaBaThCsl He3aMeYeHHBIM, BECEJI0
Opoxun 1o UMIEepPaTopCKOMY [IBOPIY, 3aTeM C pa3MaXy OTKPHLI IBepb OJHOTO U3 OBOPILIOB U C
PafiOCThIO BOLIE BHYTPb.

— Ju-3ii-9i! Yrapgaii, 4To 5 TOJIBKO YTO 0OHAPYXKuU!

B xomHarte [1311 ®3HKaHB, I0-IPEKHEMY ONETHIY B UEPHOE, U3SLIHO CULEN Ha UHOBKE, JTUCTas
IPEeBHUM CBUTOK, U 6e3pa3/Iu4HO OTBETUJI:

— Ecnu g He crnpoily, TH He CKaxellb? Torpga jayylle He Hafo.
Bontyn Bait Cio, He CIIOCOOHBIM CEePXKAThCH: ...

— He xouems ciymats? Xa, Torga s TOYHO Tebe pacckaxy! — Bait Cio paccepmuiics: ¥ MpsiMo Cejl Ha
UHOBKY [1311 ®oHXKaHS.

— Yy 11310101 ceriyac copurt ¢ I1IsHs BaeM 0 TOM, MOXKHO JIM MCIIOJIb30BATh TUTYJT UMIIEPATPHUIIEI IS
MYXK4UHBL. Tak 4T0, 3Ta UMIIEPATPUIlA BEIXOOUT 3aMyK HUJTH XKeHUTCS? MHe Obl 04eHb XOTeNI0Ch
yBUMETh, Kak III1aHb Basg Ha3bIBalOT MMIIEpaTpPHUIIel, Xa-xa-Xa, 3To Ob10 OBl 3a0aBHO!

— U em€, mpuroBop TeM UAMOTAM YKe BHIHECEH, U CIIMCOK UX MIPECTYIIJIEHUU IIPOCTO yKacaeT!



CyMMa, KOTOPYIO OHU YKpajy, B HECKOJIBKO pPa3 IPEBHIIIaeT FOJ0BOY JOX0N MUHUCTEPCTBA
¢buHaHCOB!

[Tait ®oHKaHb CIIOKOMHO IIePEBEPHYII CTPAHUILY, Haxe He MOOHSB I'JIas:
— Benu cebs mpuUIMYHO, PAKOH-1I3510 PSOOM ¢ TOOOM, He pa3faBy €ro.

— A!l'Yto? Heyxenu s ero 3agen! — Bait Cio UCITyTaHHO MOOIPHITHYJI, YTOOH IIPOBEPUTH, HE
HACTYIIUJI I OH Ha 4YTO-TO.

Benn 9T0 penkoe sSBJIeHWE — MpeBpallleHre B IpakoHa!

Ecnu OH mefiCTBUTENIBHO CITyYaliHO €r0 MOBPENuII, TO, He TOBOPS y2Ke 0 HaKa3aHWY OT TJIaBh CEMBH,
OH caM OHI ce0s Ka3Hu!

— OTKyqa 5 3Halo, 51 XKe ero He BUXY. — [19i1 ®3HKaHb Me[IJIeHHO ITPOTrOBOPHII, laXke He oOpalras
BHMMaHUA Ha feiicTBus bail Cio, a MUIIb NPUILTYPHUBIINCh Ha CTPAHHUIy B IIPaBOM PyKe, CJIOBHO O YEM-
TO Pa3MBIIUISA.

Baii Cto Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMep, 3aTEM C HEBO3MYTHMEIM JIULIOM cejl 06paTHO ¥ OPOCHIT Ha HETO
B3TJISA/:

— O, TBl MeHd Hanyran! B cnenymomuii pa3 rOBOpH sICHee, JTafgHO?
[Tsi1 ®sHKaHb pa3riaguil CTPaHULY ¥ HaKOHeIl mocMoTpen Ha bau Cro:

— THI, Kak 4jeH KiaHa Ce, He o0afaeIs ClIoCOOHOCThIO BUAETh IPAaKOHA-113510, U Tebe He CTHIIHO?
Emé u cmeelb 0OBUHSTH MeHS, 4TO g Te0s Hamyran?

9TO MPOCTO IMPoBaj B 0a30BHIX CITOCOOHOCTSIX.
Baii Cio, monaBmui B TOYKY, CMYILIEHHO KAIUISAHYII:
— Kxe-kxe, g Be[Ib TOJIbKO Haydajl YYUTHCS, I YU4yCh, YIYCh...

[Ta#t ®3HKaHb C YKIOHOM ITOCcMOTpes Ha bait Cio, KOTOPBIM M30 BCEX CHJI ITBITANICS O0BSICHUTLCS, U
CIIOKOMHO TIEPEeBENT B3TIIAM:

— A, ToTa y4KCh Hajbilie, TIOCMOTPHUM, KOTHa CTapIIHi 6paT PeIuT Te0s 3aMeHHUTh.
Baii Cro ckpuren 3y0amMu, CYUTast, YTO JAydiie Obl 3TOT MapeHb MPOCTO MOTYaI:

— CHauara g gyMarl, 4To 3[ech Xaoc, HO Tellepb BUXKY, UTO He TaK YK U IJI0X0. BCé Tak OBICTPO
BEPHYJIOCh B HOPMY, faKe KaXKeTCsI, YTO CKOPO HACTYIIUT 30JI0TOM BEK.

— He Taxk yx u nnoxo? — I1si ®3HXKaHb IepeBepHYJI CTPAHUILY, MalllMHaIbHO IOAAepXkKaB ero. — A
YTO, THl XOTEJI YBULETH?

Bait Cro cTas 3aru0aTh MasIbIlh:

— Hy, Hanpumep, 4TOOH JTI0OYU e7Td CBOMX AeTel, YTOOH ITOBCIOAY JIesKall TPYIIh, cCapaHya, 3acyxa,
HaBONHEHUS. ..

[1ait ®3HKaHb AEPHYTI YTOIKOM PTa ¥ XOJIOOHO ITOCMOTPE Ha Hero:



— TrI onmcan KoHeI] CBeTa.

[HeT aBTOpCKUX MTprMeYaHUH ]
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