— On He y0exar... Kak e uctpeduth ero ¢ Kopaem? — npousHec CriMa Ilaon3ions, yiedasch
YTOJIKAMHU TJla3 U TS89 Ha TOPOMCKYIO CTEHY. — AHBIISHD, UOH.

— Cnyuaiocs.

Kus3p JIu cTOSTT Ha TOPOLCKOM CTeHe, HabIonas 3a pa3BeBaloIUMUCS Ha BeTPY 3HaMEHAMU BHU3Y,
€r0 PYKU OBbITA TTOKPHITH XOJIOAHBIM ITOTOM.

— CriMa [ITao11310Hb, THI HACTPOMUII OTIla IIPOTHUB MEHS, 3arHall MEHA B TYIIUK, KdK 2K€ ThL KeCTOoK!

— CriMa [Taomu, TEI caM HaBNIEK Ha cebs O6efly, paCKpHUI CEKpeThl MUHBIO3, 13-3a HYero rmoesgka
KHs1351 YoHa B Baiiion 1 Cl0aHbY9H 3aKOHYMIACH TPOBAIOM. KaKoii Ke Thl 3TOMCTUYHBIN 1
O/TM30PYKUH, a elllé 3ech Pa3riIaroabCcTByenis! — JIo JHBIISHD X0I0THO GRIPKHYT U MAaXHYTT PYKOH,
TI0CJIe Yero BOMHHBI HayaJly LITYPM rOpofa.

Yepes yac...

Kusa3s JIn YKPBUJICA B PE3UEHIINH, Opr}KéHHHﬂ IMOCJIIEOHUMHA OCTaBIIMMUCA COJIHATaMHU, KOTOPEIE C
TpeBOTOfI CMOTPEJIX Ha OBEPDb, UX PYKH, OePXKalllyue Me4dr, IPOXKaJIK.

— SIHBINSHDB, YCMUPU TOPOM ¥ MIPEeCcieflyi OCTaTKM IIOBCTaHIEeB, — mpuka3as CriMa [1lao13ioHs,
IIaTHYB BHYTPb.

Kusa3sp JIu cTosn B yTi1y ABOpPa U, YBUIEB €TI0, OTCTYIIUII emé OaJibIlle, CXBATHUB CTOSBIIYIO PDAOOM
XKEHIMVWHY 1 HAIIPABUB KUHXKAJI BHepéH.

— CriMa [ITao11310Hb, OTIIyCTH MEH{, NHa4Y€e OHa morubHeT.
— Kua3bp... — KPUKHYJIa KEHIIWHA.

CeiMa ITao13:0Hb Ha MTHOBEHHE 3a/iepKaJl BT/ Ha €€ JIuile, 3aTeM, HEeCIIeIIHO 0g00paB MOkl
CBOETO XaJjlaTa, CeJl Ha CTYJ U C MATKOM yNIbIOKOM 00paTHiIcs K KHs3:10 JIu:

— Crapumit 6paT, TH Befib yCTPOUT MATeX. Kak s Mory TeGs OTIIyCTUThH?
— Crima [Tao11310Hb, €CNY T He OTIIYCTHUIIb MEHS, TBOS JTI00MMas IOTuOHeT.

— 2KyHXKYH, TH II0XKepPTBYeIlh CO00M pajii CTPaHHl, ¥ I HaBCermaa 3aloMHI0 TBOIO 10OpoTy. A
1103a604yCh 0 TBOEM CeMbe, — CIIOKOMHO ITpou3HEc CriMa I11ao1310Hb, COXpaHss YILIOKY.

Kus3p JIu 3amMep, KeHIWHA Iepe HUM TaKXKe OllelleHesla, He Beps CBOMM YIIaM.

— KH43b... YT0... YTO BBHI CKa3anu?

— 4 cka3za, YTO THl MOXKEIh VUTH C MUPOM.

I'ma3a kHs3s JIu HEPBHO AEPHYIUCH, OH cMoTpen Ha CeiMa IITao13i0Hs, ero meka nogépruBaiacs.
— Tebe... Tebe BCE paBHO?

— CriMa [Taonu, ecniu OB HE 3allUTa MMOKOMHON UMIIEPATPHUIILI ¥ IIOMOIIb TOCIIOXY YKaH, s OBl He
3HaJI, KaK Thl HOXKHUII 0 3Toro oHsl, — CriMa [Ilao1310Hb ClleTKa HaXMyPHJIICS, BEIpaXKas
pasmpaxeHue. — Ecnu OBl s He IIJIeNT JIKH, Tl OBl He ITOIAsl B 9Ty JIOBYIIKY.



— A a? — pacTepsiHHO cpocuia 2KyHXKYH.

— Tet... xXepTBa, — ChiMa [Ilaon3i0Hb YARIOHYJICA YroJIKaMu TJia3, TAsa Ha HuxX. — Beerga
IIPUXOOUTCS 4eM-TO XKePTBOBaTh Pafu ycrexa, He Tak JIu?

Ou ynwrbancs, BObIXas 3amaxX KPOBU, CMeIIaHHBIHM C BETPOM U CHETOM I02KHOTO IIPUTOpoia
CroaHbuY3Ha.

Pyka xus3s JIu Ipoxaia, B ero Ijiasax CKphlBasics riay0okuit ctpax. OH OTTONKHY 2KYHXKYH,
IIoCMOTpeT Ha OrecTslee Je3BUe U, CTUCHYB 3y0bl, BOH3UJI KMHXKAJI B CBOIO IIIEI0.

— ®ou Un!

*3Bak!* JleTsiuil ApoTuK oTOMn KuHxkas. CeiMa [1lao13i0Hb TOAHAT PYKY, ocTaHaBnuBas Ot UHg, u
obpaTumncs K KHs310 JIu:

— Temeps MOs oUepeqsb.

— Oret... OTell... — pa3ngarncs OeTCKUU KPUK.

KHus3p JIu pe3Ko IOAHSI rOJI0BY, YCTaBUBIIUCH Ha YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPOro aepxai ®sii UH.

— Ceima [Tao11310Hb, A YJIeH UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMbH, IIPECTYIJIEHUS HEe NOJI2KHEI KacaThCs CEMbU.
CeiMa IITao1310Hb IPUITOAHSI OPOBE, B3T/ISTHYB Ha pebEHKa.

— CriMa [Taonu, MeHsT UHTEPECYeT JIUIIb OOHO: KaK Thl yoenun Yy KOa0ast moMoub Tebe O6exkaTh U3
ctonulrl? Pa3Be oH He COBETHUK KHsI35 HOa?

Xa... Kua3p JIu nuis Koco II0CMOTpeIl Ha Hero, He OTBevasd.
— Ax! — pasgancs Kpuk.

®si1 UH cxkan pyku Ha Inee peOE€HKa, TOCTEIIEHHO yCUIuBag xBaTtky. Ha comnHIle ObUIO BULHO, Kak
JIUIIO MaJTbYUKa MEHSIIO IIBET.

— 4 cnygatiHo y3Han, uto Yy FOs0aii — MpuHIl U3 4yKOT'0 I[apCTBa, Y HEro CBOM IjaHbl! AX...
otnycTu ero, Crima Il1ao13toHsb... otnyctu! — KHs3b JIu Opocuics BIepe.

CriMa [Tao113t0Hb MOJHST PYKY, @31 i ocTaHOBUICSA. PEOEHOK ymasn Ha 3eMIIio, ke 6e3 Co3HaHU4.
Crima [Tao1310H TOCMOTpPENT HA HUX, KUBHYN @it VHIO 1 yImér.

fApocTHOE mIaMsT 0XBaTHITO 3[aHKe, OTOHb ObIT HACTOJIBKO CHTBHBIM, YTO KPUKY BHYTPH He OBLIH
cneimHbL, CeiMa [11aom310HbL CTOSIT Ha TOPOMICKOM CTeHe, He OTPHIBAs B3TJIsAA OT IIJIAMEHH, eT0 B3TIIS[
OBLT XOJIOMHBIM, @ Ha ry6ax urpasa yib0Ka.

— KH#3b, ecnu Ero BennuuyecTBO CIIPOCUT O CHIHE KHA3S JIU... — HEYBEPEHHO CIPOCUi JIto HAHBIISHS.
— Ckaxute Ero BenuuecTBy, 4uTo KHA3b JIU, yCTpall€HHEIYM HeOeCHBIM THEBOM, MTOMXKET celd.

CriMa [Tao11310Hb ITOBEPHYJICS, ITOIIPABUJI PyKaBa U C TOM 2Ke CKPOMHOM U YYTHBOM YITBIOKOM
obpaTurcs K JIio dHbII9HIO:

— IloiiéM, HaM HY2KHO BCTPETUTHCS C TEM IIPUHIIEM U3 UyKOro 1apcTtsa. be3 Hero CriMa Illaoans —



HUYTO.
— Kug3rs Yam.

— l'epoit Yxko. — CriMa [1Ta011310Hb ITOCIIEITHO BCTaI U IOKJIOHUJICS. — Brnaromaps BaM 3TO YOanocCh.
Bes ocTopoxuocTy Yy F030ass MHe IPUIITIOCH OBl TOTPATUTh HEMAJIO YCUJIHM.

— Kus3p YsH, BB CTUIIKOM [00OPHEL. YenoBeK NOCTaBIEeH, S OTKIaHUBalOCh. — Yxko0 [uudon
TIOKJIOHUJICS.

— l'epoit YKo, C BalIMMU HaBLHIKAMU U CTPATETUUECKUM YMOM, He KeJlaeTe JIM MOKUHYTbh MUP Opopasr
U CIIyXKuUThb Ipu gBope? — CriMa [1lao1310HL OCTAHOBUI €T0, KICKPEHHE CIIPOCHB.

Xa... Yxko LIuH(3H ycMeXHYyICA ¥ MOKJIOHUIICS.

— 4 npuBHIK K CBOOOOHOM XKU3HU, BPST JIU NTOAX0XKY OJIS ABOPA.

— IIpomwmy npoiesus 3a gep30cTb. — CriMa [I1ao1310Hb BHITIISAAE] pa304yapOBaHHbIM.
Yxxo0 LIuH(}3H CHOBa MOCMOTpEIT Ha HETO, 3aAyMaBIINUCh, U CKa3all:

— OpHaxko s m00/1I0 00IaThCs ¢ repossMu Mupa. KHs3b Y9H, BBl — BEITAIOUIUNCS Y€TI0OBEK, S CYUTAI0
BaC OPYToOM.

— Bpat Yxko0. — Crima [1lao13t0Hb yIBIOHYJICS U IIaTHYI Briepen. — [ MeHs 9TO YeCTb.
Yxxo0 HuHpau ymen, @aii UH mocMOTpes Ha HeTro U TUXO CKa3all:

— Ku4a3p, Yxko Lluadasn — crapmuiil yueHuk bomnbiroro CHexxkHoro xpedta. ['opsl CHexkHOTro xpebTa
CTOSIT BhIIlIE MUPCKOM CYETHI, HO €r0 II0BeJeHNue HECKOIbKO HEOORIYHO.

— BepHo, T03TOMY OH He COTJIAaCHIICS, HO U He 0TKa3ajcs. — ChiMa [1aoI1310Hb KUBHYJI. — XOPOIIIO,
JINIIL OBl OH OBLI IIOJIE3EH.

— Vaa...

[Tnay peG€HKa pe3Ko 000pBaCs, COIPOBOXKAAaEeMbIM 3BYKOM MafeHus. 2KeHIHa HeTlogaleKy Ha
MI'HOBEHHE 3aCThiJIa, 3aTeM yIIajia Ha 3eMJTI0 C JyIIepa3aupaloliuM BOIJIeM, MTHOBEHHO BIIaB B
6e3ymue.

— Yy KOa0ait, T 3Haelb, 4ero s xouy? — CriMa I[1aou3i0Hb XJIONHY B Tagoliu, 6eCcCTPacTHO
CIIPOCUB.

Xa... Uy FOo0aii nexkasn Ha 3eMJjie, TOKPHITEIA paHaMu. OH IIOCMOTpEIT Ha XKeHIIKUHY, YKe
OLleTIeHEBIIYI0 BaeKe, U, ONKUpasich Ha PyKH, Koco mocMoTpen Ha CriMa Illaon3moHs.

— 4 Tak XKe XOpOIIIO 3HAKOM C 9TUMM MEeTOaMU, TaK YTO OHU Ha MeHS He MOOeUCTBYIOT. I He
penaM CBOY HApOQ.

— He oxwupmarn, 9To THI Tak npemad. — ChiMa II1aoI3t0Hb 0cTaBajcs 63 SMOLKM, He TOKa3kIBas
pa3oyapoBaHus, U MHYI pe6EHKa, eBa OHIIIABIIEr0 Ha 3emMiie. — [TompobyeM erné pas?

— Aaa! — Emé oguH gyuiepasgypaloui KpukK.



XKeHIuHa OTepsiiia CO3HaHKe, UCTeKast KpoBbio. Uy KOa0ali cMOTpen Tyma, ero ria3a IOKpacHenH ,
TIAJIBITHL BIIUJIMCh B 3€MJTI0, HOT'TH CJIOMAJIUCh.

B kamepe 6r11 TobKO ChiMa [1Taon3ionb. OH yCMEXHYJIICS, MArHY T BIEPED ¥, HaKJTOHUBIIUCE,
nocmotpen Ha Yy KO0abas:

— ¥V KaxX[0ro ecTh c1ab0CTh, €CIIH OH KOT'0-TO JIIOOHUT. 1 MyMaJi, Thl 9TO IIOHHMAEIIh, II03TOMY He
Iallb I1aHca. BuguMo, s mepeoteHus Tebs.

Xa... Xa-xa... Xa-xa-xa! — Uy FO36ai, onupasick Ha CTEeHY, MOOHSJICS U, TTIIAS Ha HEro, 3aCMesiycs.
Crima 1Ilao13t0Hb UL CMOTPETT Ha HETO, CllerKa MPUILyPUB rjas3a.

— Kusa3p Ysu? — Yy F0a06aii mepectan cMesiThCS, Ha ero JIuile MOosBUIach CTpaHHas ynbioka. — 4
3HAI0, YTO TH fleflaelb.

— O? — CriMa [llao11310Hb HE BBIPA3UIT HU COTJTIACUSI, HA OTPUIIAHUS.

— Tot McTumb! T X04elb CMBITH 1T030p! — Yy FOa0aii cMoTpen Ha HeTro, ero CTpaHHas yJbiOKa
pacmmupsinack. — 2Kanb, KHsI3b UY3H, Te rofbl B balioHCKOM fiBopIie He coTpémtb! 'ocogun JlaHb?

Crima I11ao113:0HE OCTABAJICS CIIOKOMHBIM, IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HETro U CKal3a:

— 4 gyman, Tel X0Ts1 661 yMHee ChiMa [IlaoaHs, HO Tenepb 0Ka3aJscs JUIIb O0JITYHOM. ITO
pa304apoBLIBAET.

— IMToTtomy uTo g Tebs packycun. — Yy F0a0ait mpuilypuscs, ero riasa 6necrenu 3m060i. — Trl
MYy4wI KHS35 JIH, yCTPOUII JIOBYIIKY, YTOOBI CXBAaTUTh MEHS, IOTOMY YTO THl XOY€Ilh MCTHUTb. THl
XOYeIllb OTOMCTHUTh BCEM, KTO TONKHYI Te0s B Te rofbl. ['ociogun JlaHb... Tsl He 6e3pa3nuyeH, Thl
IIPOCTO XOPOIIIO ITPUTBOPSIEIILCS.

CriMa IlTao1310HD CKajl TyOBI, eT0 YeNoCTh HalpsAriack, OH MpayHO cMOTpen Ha Hero. Yy KOsbai
M3y4daJ ero BHIpaXKeHue, ero yae0ka CTaHOBUTIACH BCE 00jiee NCKaXKEHHOM, ITOYTH O0TIe3HEHHOM.

— Kus3p YsH... Het, Monomoi Mapku3 My, Thl KaXXAy0 HOYb BCIIOMHHAaeIb cBoero IllecToro npuHiia,
IIPOCHITIALINIBCS B yKAce 0T KOIMMapoB. Thl u3beraels XKeHIIUH He U3-3a LeJIOMyIpHUs, a TOTOMY 4TO
Te0s IpecIeqyoT KomMapsl. Thl HeHaBUIHUIIL KaXKI0T0, KTO IpubnuxaeTcs K Tebe, u ere 6obiie
HEeHaBUOUIIb cebs. Xa... f, BO3MOXKHO, yMPY, HO YTO THI OyHeIlb OeaTh, OCTABIIUCH B KUBBIX?

— Aaa! — CriMa [1Tao1310Hb BLIEIIUJICSA NTAJIbLIaMU B €r0 paHy, ero rias3a nokpacHenu. — [la, s My,
HO He 3a ceb4. { ponusics B Tps3y, HO B TOJIKHYIM B 0€30HY TOT0, KTO IPUHAAJIeXkKaJll CBETY.
Huxkakve My4eHUs He CMOTYT 3TO UCKYIIUTb.

— Ho ero 6omebine Het! — JIuto Yy FOa6ast ncka3unoch OT 6011, HO €ro Tjla3a 0CTaBaIuCh
CITIOKOWHBIMU. — EOMHCTBEHHBIN, KOTO THl MOT IIPUHSTh, EMUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MOT IPUOIU3UTHCS K
Tebe, ucues! TBou lllecToit MpuHIl HeHaBUAEN TeOs!

Yy FO26ait ymep. HUKTO HE 0CMETUIICS CMOTPETh Ha ero JUI0 B MOMeHT cMepTu. 3t UH Momda
pacmpaBurcs ¢ ero tejaoM. OH, BepOSITHO, OB eIUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO OCTaBasICsd 6eCCTPAaCTHHEIM, BEOb
OH Bumen Te rofabl B KOHII3WHE — HAIOJIOBUHY 30/I0THE, HATIOJIOBUHY TEMHEIE.

[Tateid rog opsl LI3SIHBIINH, MalOJIeTHUM UMIIepaTop balioH.
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