— Hert. — Ha nutie Liuub KOst ynTanuch CePrE3HOCTh M PELIUMOCTh, OH CMOTPEJT Ha YeJI0BEKa,
OKYTaHHOT'O 30JI0TEIM cBeTOM. — fI, [lunb KO#, HUKOra He I0OXKaje 0 TOM, YTO IPOBedy ¢ ToOOH
BCIO XHM3Hb, II0KA HE II0CEIEeM.

— Xopottio.

EnBa cnoBa mpo3Byyanu, CeiMa I11ao13t0Hb 0Ka3ascs B 00BATHSAX IIECTOr0 KH3s. Ero pyKu Kpemko
00XBaTUIIU ero, NogO0PONOK JIET HAa MaKyUIKy royoBel. CrhiMa [11aoI310Hb TUX0 PacCMeSIICS.

MarneHbKUY TOJICTSAK AEUCTBUTEIBHO CUIBHO BHIPOC.
Pesupenuusa mapkusa My

YEpHBIN IIOCTaHHUK CTOSJI B TeHU Y 0KHa. CriMa I1lao1310Hb, BOM/S, CIeTKa B3OPOTHY, HO OBICTPO
B3s1J1 ce0s1 B pyKHU, MEJIEHHO TIOHOIIEN K KPECIy, Cell U MOAHSI OPOBb, TS Ha HETO.

— IlocnaHHUK, TH CIUIIKOM cMesl. Eciu OB KTO-TO U3 CIIyT yBUAEN Tebsi, 9T0 MOTyI0 ObI BRI3BATh
IPOOJIEMEL.

— I'me w1 OBIT? — YemoBEK cHernar Inar BIEPE, HO MOJI0BMHA eT0 Tella BCE elllé 0CTaBajlach B TEHHU.

— Yt0? — CriMa [ITao011310Hb TIOCMOTpPE Ha KyPUJIBHUILLY, AOCTAJl U3-TI07 CTOJIa YalHYI0 YallKy U
HaJIuI IBa 4Yasi. — Pa3Be 5 [MOKEeH OTYUTHIBATLCS Mepefl ToO0M 0 CBOUX IEPEeMeIIeHUIX?

— He o6s13aTenpHO, TOTOMY YTO S 3HAIO, Te TH Oblsl. — [IocTIaHHUK MIOMHST FOJIOBY, U €T0 T'la3a
METHYJIH XOJIOMHBIN B3r/IsAH. — B TOT MOMEHT 51 OBLIT PSIOM C TOOOM.

Crima [Ta011310H TIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK 0 CliKHe pobexarn XoaogHe noT. OH cerka yaelOHYICS U
TIOJOOBUHYJI OOHY YaIlKy Yas MOCIIaHHUKY:

— XoueIb 4aio?
— Kus3p HE 0go0OpHT...

— [Tocnanuuk. — CeiMa [1lao11310Hb IIpepBat ero, MOJHSB YallKy. — He gymay, 4To BCE, YTO THI
BUIUIIL, UMEET OrPOMHOEe 3HaueHue. [1a, 1 NelCTBUTEIbHO COTTIAaCUIICS Ha IPEeOI0kKeHNe MIeCTOro
KHS35, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO BHITOOHO AJIS HaC.

—0?

CriMa [Tao13t0Hb O0OABUIT YTOIb B KYPUIBHUILY, BCTAI U, TJIAAS Ha 3BE3THOE HEOO 3a OKHOM,
3aroBOPHUIT:

— Bopr0a 3a npecton B balitoHe CTAHOBUTCS BCE Goyee HanpskKEeHHOW. KHSI3b YV mosyunsn cBoy yfer,
KylaH [TMHBI0AHb OTKa3aJcs OT 60PHOLI, MATHIM KHSA3b L[UHb JISH TOJIBKO YTO IOJTYYMI TUTYJT KHSA3S
Xyaii, a KiaH Y9HB3Hb OCcTaics B cTopoHe. Cyas 1o BceMy, UMIepaTop MuH, BEpOSITHO, TOOEOuT.

— Y0 TH X0Uelb cKa3aTh? — IlocIaHHUK HaXMYPUIICS, 0OUEBUIHO, aHANIN3 CUTyaluu ObLUT He eTo
CUJIBHOU CTOPOHOM.

Xa... — Crima [Tao13i0Hb OBEpPHYCS K HeMy. — Ecnu Lluab YK9H JefiCTBUTENIHHO 3aMET TPOH,
YYUTHIBAS TEKYIIYIO CUTyallni0 B BaliloHe, BCe €T0 CHIHOBBS OyMyT Ha3HAYEHB! KHSI3bSIMU, YTOOH
coxpaHuTh OasnaHc. IllecTo KHsI3b, KaK CHIH UMIIEPATPHUILE], ¢ KITaHOM O3 3a CIIMHOM, HECOMHEHHO,
CTAHEeT OJHUM M3 KHs3e#. UTo MOXKeT ObITh I0JIe3Hee, YeM 3aPYUYUThCS MOAIEePKKON TaKOr'0 KHI35?



— Jlaxe Tak. — [TocmaHHUK BCE ellle€ cOMHeBascsi. — Kak 51 MoTy ObITh YBEPEH, YTO THI BCE €Ile
BepeH KHS310 1 MUHBI03?

CriMa Illaon3ioHs CHOBA IIOCMOTPEII Ha 3BE3[bI, €T'0 JIUII0 IOCTEeIIeHHO CTAHOBUIIOCH XOJIOOHEIM. OH
IIOBEPHYIJICA K IIOCJIIAHHHUKY, OHépLHI/ICB Ha OKOHHYIO paMy:

— Xa-xa... Tsl 3HaeIb, moueMy MuHBI03 He J0OUIICS YCIiexoB B BaiioHe 3a cTobKo 1eT? He moTomy,
yTO Baii10H TaK CUJIEH, a TOTOMY, YTO BBl CJIUIIKOM 3aHSIThl 00pb00# 3a BiacTh. YaH III3HE MHOTO JIE€T
npoHuK B FOHII3WH, HO €ro cepxkKuBasl ero OpaT 13-3a 3aBUCTH. f IOTPY3UIICS B Cpey 3HATU
BaiitoHa, HO u3-3a 60pb0BI Mexkny KHsA3eM JIu u KHsi3eM FOu ctan memkoii. Teneps, Korga g gymaio 06
9TOM... 9TO CMEIIIHO.

JIuo nocnaHHUKa u3MeHnnock. CriMa I11ao1310Hb BEIIPSIMUATICS U C XOJIOQHOM YCMEIIKON CKa3a:

— Jlaxe TBOM rOCIOAUH, KHSA3b FOH, BCEro UL MOCPENCTBEHHOCTD, CIIOCOOHBIM TOJIBKO Ha HHTPUTH
1 Hu4ero 6ombine. OH BUTUT TOJIBKO TPOH M He 3aMeYaeT BCEeTr0 OCTAJIbHOTO.

— Kak e cmeents! — [locnaHHUK KPUKHYJ U IATHYJI BIIEPEM, HO, COEJIaB IIar, ero JIUL0 UCKa3uJIoCk.
— T#HI... THL... KOTHA THL...

— Xa-xa, Te0e ciiemoBao BEIIUTEL TOT Yak. Eciu OBl THI BBEIIINII, BCE OBIIO OBl B MIOPSIOKE.
— Ympu!

JIuio mocmaHHMKa UCKa3uIoCh OT IPOCTH, U OH, coOpaB IoclefHue CUH, Opocuics Ha ChiMa
[Taon3ioHs. TOT T0BKO YBEPHYJICS, ITHYJI €70 HOI'OU U BHITALUII KOPOTKUY Med U3-II0f CTOJIa.

— Trl mocMeelb yOUTh MeHsI. — [T0CTTaHHUK J1exKasl Ha MOJly, CMOTPS Ha OBIM U3 KyPUJIbHUIIEL. —
Ecnu g ymMpy, KHS3b He IIPOCTUT TeOSI.

— He Gecmokoiicst 06 3ToM. YMupa# CIIOKOHHO!

Crima Illao1310Hb C3Kaj 6POBU, KOPOTKUE Med BOH3UJICS B CEP/IE TOCTaHHMKA. KPOBb XITBIHY A U3
paHBI, TOCITAHHUK AEPHYJICS HECKOIBKO Pa3 ¥ HAKOHEI[ 3aTHX.

CtyK... KopoTkuii Meu Bhiman u3 pyk. ChiMa I11aoI1310Hb TPOBEPUIT €T0 ObIXaHKe ¥, YOeTUBIIKUCH, YTO
TOT MEPTB, OTIIOJI3 Ha3afl, ONMEPIIUCEH Ha CTEHY.

Vx... — CriMa [1Tao113t0Hb, epxkKach 3a CTeHY, MEIJIEHHO OIYCTHUJICS Ha II0JI, 00XBATHUB IIeyu. Ero
ryObl OpOKaK, ¥ CKBO3b CJIE3BI OH CMOTPEJT Ha KPAaCHYI0 KPOBb Ha IOy, KOTopas Gblyla TAaKOH XKe,
KaK 3aKaT, KOTOPBIH OH BHIET C MIECTHIM KHS3eM Ha BEPINHHE TOPHL.

KHs35, 51 He MOTY BpeduTh Te0e ¥ He MOTY IT03BOJIUThH UM HCII0/Ib30BaTh TeOs!
BHemnuii ropon
— l'ocnoguu YaH, maBaiTe 00bEeOUHUM YCHIIHS!

Yan [IIaHb He U3MEHUIICS B JIUIIE, CIIOKOMHO TS Ha Hero yepes ctoil. CriMa [Ilao13i0Hb, yBUIEB
3TO, CXKaJi TyOBl U MPOIOIKHUII:

— ThI TOHKMAaEIIb, YTO I UMEIO B BI/IJIY?

— Xa-xa... KHs3b, TH NelCTBUTENILHO HeOOBUHEH YennoBeK. — Yau [II9ub momosiyas, 3aTeM Jo0aBUI:



— Kak g MOTy OBITh YBEPEH, 9YTO Thl UCKPEHHE X04eIlllb HpI/ICOGJII/IHI/ITBCH?

Crima Illao1310Hb BCTa, TOJOIIEN K ABEPH U CJIerka IPUOTKPELUI €€, YKa3biBas Ha jiexkallee Ha 1101y
TEJIO:

— DTOro JOCTaTOYHO?
— Yro 3T0?

— 9T0 nogunMHEHHBIN KHA3s FOi. { youn ero cBouMu pykamu. Eciiy Thl 3Ha€IIb TOJIK, MOXKEITh
IIPOBEPUTH IIPABAUBOCTh MOUX CIIOB.

Yan IIsHb cupen Ha CTyJie, CMOTPS Ha TPV, U, IIOOyMaB, YIILIOHYIICS:
— VMHBIN 4ennoBeK 3HaeT, Koraa mercTBoBaTh. KHa3b JIu, KOHEYHO...
— locnioguH YaH, g He X04y NPUCOEOUHATHCA K KHsA310 JIK. f TOBOpIO 0... COI03€ MEeXOy HaMu.

CreiMa IlTaon3oHb roBOpuUi CepbéBHO. Yan IIsHb, a0 Ha Hero, HaKOHel U3MEeHHU BEIPpA2KEHHUE
JINIla, BRIIIPAMMUIICA WU CKa3all:

— YTo TH UMeeIb B BUIY?

— M&I ¢ TOO0M — BCEro JIUIIh MEIKY, XKUBYIIUe B TeHU. [10Ka THI CIyKUIIb KHA310 JIu, TH Bceraa
Oymelrs UL OPYAKUEM B pyKax TBoero OpaTta YaH ®3na. OH HUKOITIa He T03BOJIUT Te0e BEPHYTHCS.
ThI X0Uellb TPOBECTH BCIO XKU3Hb B KOHII3UHE, OyOy4Yy HEU3BECTHHIM I'JIaBOM TOPTOBOM KOMITAHUU?

— TBou cnoBa, KaxeTcsd, IpenaramT Ty4YIIuid IyTh?

— M=z o6bepuHUMCS. — ChiMa [11ao11310Hb BHIIPSIMUIICS, €70 61arOPOAHOE JIUI0 U3TyYasio
yBepeHHOCTh. — f1, CriMa [llaouzions, obelnao, 4To, eCly 5 IPULY K BIacTH, S 00ecnedy ciaBy
TBOeMy KJlaHy YaH, a Tebe — OnecTsiiee Oynyluee.

— Xa-xa... — Yan [lIsnub paccMmesncsa. — KHa3b, THL caM II0Ka He UMeelllb HU UMEeHH, HU TI0JIOKEHN S, a
yxe obelaelnh MHE BHICOKHE JOJIXKHOCTH ¥ 60TaTCTBO.

— 4 obemaro. — CriMa IIIao11310Hb CIIOKOMHO CKa3all.

Yan IIsHb 3aMoJT4as, BHUMATEIBHO TS Ha Hero. Mojogoi 4ejoBeK CMOTPeIT Ha Hero C
YBEPEHHOCTHIO, CJIeTKa MIPUIIOOHSB I0A00POI0K, ¥ B €T0 I'/Ia3ax YMTaJICS HelMmoKomeOuMbIi ayx. YaH
[IIoHb TpU3HAJ, YTO JaBHO He MCIBLITHIBAJ TAKOTO YBaKeHUs.

CriMa IlTaon310Hb, BUAS, YTO OH MOJIYHT, TIOBEPHYJICA 1 IIOIIEN K OBEepu:

— l'ocoguu YaH, eciu 4eCTHO, Y MEeHS [IeHCTBUTEIbHO HEeT BEIXOMA, HO U y Te0s ero Toxke HeT. Mu
o0a B 0TYAsTHHOM ITOJIOKEHUH, ¥ HaM OCTAETCS TOIHKO GOPOTHCS.

— Kua3p! — Yan [II3#b BAPYT OCTAHOBUII €70, 3aTeM, IIOCJIe T1ay3kl, [I0IIPaBUil OOeXay U
MOKJIOHUICSA. — Bamr mogunHenHb YaH [IIsHs TpUBETCTBYET Bac.

Crima IlIao1310Hb ClIeTKa YIBIOHYIICS, ClIeTKa HaKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY:

— ITogHUMHUTECE.



F'opon MuHBI03

Kusa3p 011 ¢ rHeBOM ygapui 0 CTOJy, C HEHaBUCTbIO TTISIAS Ha IIUCHMO:

— 4 OBITT HEOCTOPOKEH U IIO3BOJIUJI 3TOMY IIYTY BOCIIOIH30BaAThCS CUTYaIUEHN.

Yy FO206ait Toke XMypUIIcs, HeoxkumaHHo Moda. Kusa3p KO Opocui Ha Hero B3TJIS[ U CKa3all:
— IIpukaxxu HeMeaJIeHHO OTIIPaBUTh JIIOHEHN. ..

— IMomoxmu. — Yy KO30ait 0CTAaHOBUII ITOCHIIBHOTO. — THI X04elb YOUTh ero?

— A uT0?

— Yro TH ony4uinb oT 3Toro? — Uy K0abaii crerka NpumnogHsa BeKy, TTsAAs Ha KHA35 F0u. — Yro,
ecnu KHs3b JIu y3HaeT 00 3ToM?

Kus3p Jlu... Kug3p 0 3agymarncs, He IOHUMas ero HaMéeKa, U CIIPOCHUI:
— Pa3sBe Crima I1Tao113t0Hb HE IPUCOEAUHUIICS K KHS310 JIu?

— 4 comueBatoch. OH IATH JIeT IPoBEN B FOHI3UHE, 0CTaBasiCh B TEHHU, a Temepb BAPYT youn A Cu.
9TO MOKa3kIBAET, UTO ¥ HETO yKe NaBHO ObiM aMOunuu. Takoil 4enoBeK He Oy[eT MOOYUHSATHCS
KoMy-1t00. BeposiTHO, OH yxke yOemun Yan IIaHs, nHaUYe KaK MBI Tak JOJIT0 He 3HAIN 0 CMEPTH A
Cnu?

— 3HAYUT, eCJIU ME HAHECEM yHap, OH NEWCTBUTEILHO 0O0BEeIUHUTCS C KH3eM JIu. Teneps, Korma
KHs3b M MEPTB, a KnaH JIio ocitab, He cTOUT J00aBISATh TaKOro coro3HuKa ChiMa [llaonmu. — KHsI3b
IO# Hayam noHUMATh.

— IToaromy nycTh KH3b JIu yORET ero. — Uy KO36ait cHOBa yEIOHYICS. — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OBIT
PEKOMEH[I0BaH KHS3€eM, U eCIU KH3b JIU U3 peBHOCTU YOLET CBOero 6parta, 3TO CTaHET HadaaoM
OO0JIBIIOTO CIIEKTAKIIS.

— JIBa 3aiIia OMHUM BBEICTPEJIOM!

TpupuaTts nepssli rog K0aHbIoy, BeCHa TPUALIATOIO rofa pasinenus dyns B baiitone.

Yy Lyit 6pICTPO BOLIUIa B 3aJ1, TOAOIIIA K UMIIepPaTPUIle U TUXO CKa3aa:

— W3 VimnepaTopcKoi neueOHUIB coo0mmin, 4To Ban Cu 4acTo TaliHO BEI3BIBAET JieKaps Xa.
VimmepaTpuiia mopHsaa OpoBb, TOBEPHYIACh K Hel:

— Tol yBepena?

Yy Llyit mokayasa rojioBOH, €Ill€ THUIle CKa3aB:

— MiMmepaTop OCTOpPOKeH, B TeuebHNUIle HET 3anucei. Jlekapb X3 Bcerga OB 4eJT0BEKOM
“MIIepaTopa, I03TOMY TOUYHOU MH(MOPMaIuU HeT, HO B 3ase Taixs 4To-TO He Tak.

Yro-TO He Tak... — ViMnepartpulia omycTuia rojaoBy, 3agyMaBIIUCE.

BHesanHO 3a gBephio pa3fancs 3ByK. Uy Llyii mogHsIa roioBy, IOCMOTPEB B OKHO:



— Baime BenuuecTBo, meCcToOl KHSI3b MPUOBLIT.
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