HoBrIli mMIIepaTOp B3OIIEN Ha MIPECTOJI, ¥ €T0 JOIKHbI OBITM BepHYTh B IMIIepaTOPCKHUit JBOPEII,
4yTOOBI TOCENTUTh B OMHOM U3 BeJIMYECTBEHHHIX 3aJ10B, abkl MoKa3aTh Munocepare Ceia Heba u
yBazKeHHe K CHIHOBHEH IMOYTUTEIbHOCTH.

B TemHOTE HaHBT'y'H HOinsH cupmen Y OKHa, 00XBaTHB KOJIEHU U TIdansa HapyxKy.

[ToueMy s HUKOTTa He BUOEI Bac Bo cHe? [Touemy... Ho 9T0 yXke He BaxkHO. Ec/iu BBl HE IPULIETE KO
MHe, 51 caM Haupgy Bac!

— Kusa3sp, MHe HY2KHO C BaMH IIOTOBOPHUTE.

4 xo4y cKa3aTh BaM, YTO MHE He CJIe[J0Bayio0 6ECIIOKOUTHLCS O MYCTHIX LepeMoHusX. Ecnu OBl 5 3HAIL...
Ecnu OBl 51 3HAJ, YTO BBl YOETE TakK OBICTPO, faxe ecyid Obl BECh MUP MEHS IIPOKIISAT, faxKe eCIu Obl
BBl HEHaBU[IENIX MeHsI, 1 OBl He OTOIIEN OT Bac HU Ha Iuar. MHe He CJlefjoBajio OCTaBIISITh BaC OJHOTO
BO OBOpIlE, HE CI€[0BAJIO IO3BOJIATH BaM YUTU B TEMHOTE U ONUHOYECTBE.

C pe3kuM 3B0OHOM GpPOH30BHIM KyOOK yrasn Ha 1o, u Hauerys FOUnsaH ¢ ynei0Ko#l pyXHYyI Ha JIoXKe.

B mepBhIl rof npaBrieHus [acuH, yepe3 MATh AHEH MOC/ie KOHUYMHE UMIlepaTtopa Y, BAOBCTBYIOLIAS
ummnepatpunia Cioanns Haubrys FOiisH BHe3allHO CKOHYanach OT 60Ie3HH, OCTaBUB 3aBeIlllaHue
TIOXOPOHUTL €€ K 3amany oT rpobHuIs uMnepaTopa CioaHs. 3anagHas 4acTb rpoOHuUIEl CloaHs
HaxoOunIach HaIPOTUB TPOOHUIIEI ©MIIepaTopa Y.

Bo3M0KHO, 13-3a CUJIbHOM CHEXKHOM OypH B CTOJIHIIe UMIIEPATOPCKUM yKa3 JOCTUT 3eMellb Y C
00nbIIMM OI037aHNueM. ITO, BO3MOKHO, ObLI0 651arocioBeHreM, BeOb HEKOTOPble HOBOCTHA MOTYT
pa3buTs ceppiie, 0COOEHHO TEM, KTO OCTABaJICSl B HEBEIEHUM.

B ManeHbKOM IBOPHKE Yy BOCTOYHBIX BOPOT nocénka Iyiuxaus Lol ®3HXys1 MeOIeHHO BOILIET BO
nBop. CKBO3b OKHO CIIBIIIANKCH cMeX JIuHb BaubhaHa, urpasimero ¢ Xy-apoM. OH B3IOXHYJI, HO TYT
Xe chepxKacs.

— Cs0 ®omH.
JIueb BaHb()3H TOBEPHYJI FOJI0BY K HEMY U BOPYT HAXMyPUJICH:
— [ToueMy THI He HoMa C TocrioguHoM I'y, a BCE BpeMs IPUXOUIIEL KO MHE?

— Ox, TBI, IapIIUBeL], COBCEM He MEHSelIbCs, — II0Kaydasl rojioBou Lo O3uXyau, B3rIsHYB Ha Xy-
3pa, U, He yAepKaBIIUCh, INUIIHYII €ro0.

Xnom! Jluabs BanbhaH 6pocusl Ha HETO CEPAUTHIN B3TJISAM, X MOJIOAOM rocrmoguH Lo CKOHQYXKEHHO
yoparn pyky. OH yxke cobupascs cecTb, Kak BApPYyT JInHb BaHb()3H cIipocunt:

— locnogun 110#, KaK TH fyMaellb, 3TOT bail CMOXKeT II0KUTh 3AeCh KaKOe-TO BpeMs?
— A 3auem Tebe 3T0? — HeOpexkHO crpocun Lioi Oauxya.

— V Xy-apa u LISHbIAHD HET HUKAKOM cephe3HOM 60Ie3HH, 3TO cecTpulla XyH BCE IIpeyBenuyuma. J
IIPOCTO 3allaHMKOBAJI, HO pa3 YK MbI BEPHYJIUCH, X 9TOT bail Toxke ogyMascs, s gyMaio, mouemy Obl
He N0XOAaThCs 071aronpUsTHOTO OHS U He YCTPOUTH 3[eCh JIOBYILIKY [JIS CTapOro XuTpera?

JIuues BaubdaH oTBepHYyICS. Lo ®3HXY3M, BITISHYB Ha €ro MoOKpPaCHeBIIee JIUI0, CXKaJll I'yOH U,
CXKaB KyJaK, yKe cobupascsi 3aTOBOPUTh, KakK BAPYT JIuHb BaHbdaH BcTar.



— UnérT cuer!
JInubs BaubhaH nogxBaTui Xy-3pa ¥ OBICTPO BHIIIE]I.

LTxo1 ®auxysii mocIeqoBall 3a HUM U, CTOS 107l HaBecoM, Habmiofan, Kak JIunb BaHb(]aH, CTOS BO
[IBOpe, CMOTpEJI Ha afalolie CHeKUHKHY C PafioCThio Ha nuile. Lol ®3HXy3H 3Ha, YTO B €T0
cepplie PajocTy OBIIIO elle OOJbIIe.

— Xa-xa... 'ocmopus 110#1, KakK TH JyMaelllb, KaKoe BeIpaxKeHue nuila Oyzmet y atoro bas, Korga oH
00HAPYXKUT, YTO S CBSI3aJI €T0 U 3aTalllull B OpayHbIM ITOKOU?

JIuabs BaHb(}3H CMOTpeN Ha HETO, XUTPEHbKO yibi0asch. Lok OoHxyaM rimy00Ko B3TOXHYI U BCTA
psamoM:

— Xe, 3TOT IIapeHb, HaBE€PHOE, COeIaeT BUM, YTO COIIPOTUBIIAETCA, HO B UTOT€ COHACTCA. On IIPOCTO
IIPUTBOPAETCA CTpOl"I/IM!

— Touno!

HaBec MOKpHITICS CHETOM, YTO OBIIO PEIKOCTHIO AT 9THX H0KHEIX 3eMefb. Hayl BeTBIMU BUCET
nonmymecsitl. Lroit ®aHxyasi, BEIDOXHYB alKOTOJIbHBIM 3araX, MaXHyJl PyKOU U CHOBa BCTaJ IOM HaBEC.

C3agu OHOCUINCH YTOBOPH OpaTiia Xy U KpUKY IaplInBiia, KOTOPHA He YHUMancsa. OH CMOTpes Ha
II0JTyMecsiLl, ¥ ero OPOBH ClleTKa APOTHYIIH, IOCTEIIEHHO HAIPATasiCh.

— [lecroii rocionuH baii, BO3MOXKHO, MHE He CJIe0Bajio yToBapuBaTh TeOs COTJIaCUThCS.
— YT0 cny4unocs?
C3apu pa3gasics rojoc CeCTpuLbl XyH, U OHa BCTasla PSAOOM:

— He Bupena Te6s1 HECKOJIBKO JIET, @ THI YK€ IM03TOM CTas? BUIHO, BHIIUTE CTAJl XyXkKe, YeM Y TBOen
CECTpHI.

— Xe-xe, cecTpulia XyH, y KOTO B ITIOCTOSIJIOM [IBOPE XBATUT BHIIIUThL IIPOTUB TeOsI? — OPOCUTT Ha Heé
B3rmap Liron Oauxysii.

— Korpa mrecToii rocmoguH He CTpafa OT CBoei 60JIe3HH, OH MOT BEIIMTH HEMAJIo, HO HUKOTa He
nuy 6onbie MeHs. Ecnu Obl 0H Ui, 51 OBl y2Ke JaBHO HoOMIach CBOETO.

Cectpuna XyH, yKe cjlerka IOMBHIIUBINAs, YILO0HYIACh U IOAPa3HuiIa ero.

Xa-xa... Lot ®9HXy31 BCIIOMHUII T [IHU, KOTTa OH PYOUI MEYOM U IIUJ KPOBb, HO MPU 3TOM OBII
6ecmrabarmubpM. OH MPUCITYIIANCs K 3ByKaM BHYTPU U OTBETHIL:

— Ecnu 651 9T0 OBITIO TaK, TO ¥ MapimBel], u OpaTel Xy oCTaauch Obl HU C YEM.
— Temneps myMato, IIECTOX F'OCIIOAUH [aJIeKO He TaK XOPOII, KaK MO CTaphii Xy.

Cectpuna XyH IOBEpPHYJIACh K JOMY, YIBIOHYBIINCH MSITKO U HeXKHO. LI10it ®3HXY3H TOCMOTpe Ha
Heé cOOKY, PeOKO BUOS B 9TOU AeP3KOM XKEHIIUHE TaKyl0 MITKOCTb U MOKJIQUCTOCTb.

— Dii, mapIIxuBel] TOBOPUII MHE, YTO Yepe3 HECKOIBKO JHEH IeCTON TOCIIOOUH BEPHETCS U XKEHUTCS.
[IpaBma?



— [TapmuBen HelCTBUTENBHO TaK IJIAHUPYET.
Cecrpulia XyH HaxMypuaach, HO BAPYT paccMesiiach u xjonHysna Liron ®aHxyss 1o mnneyvy:
— Heyxenu mecToii TOCIIOAUH CHOBA IIOTaJI IO faBleHue CBafibOR?

Ero yxe maBHO npunyXnanu. Lot ®aHxysM ynbIOHYICS, CHOBA B3TJISIHYI Ha IOM U BOPYT
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI TSXKECTh U HENOBKOCTh. OH IOKJIOHUIICS CeCTpULe XyH U CKa3all:

— Cectpuna XyH, 5 IIbSIH, TONAY IOMOH, a TO AHBAHL OyIeT pyraThCcs.

Cectpuna XyH KuBHYIa. Lfoii ®3HXY5H1, BEIUOA BO IBOP, OCTAHOBUJICS, [IOBEPHYJICA U IOCMOTpPEI Ha
CBeT B foMe. BOpyr oH cka3an cectpuiie XyH, CTOSIIEN II0J HaBECOM:

— Cectpuna XyH, MBI 00s13aTe/TbHO HOJIKHEBI 1103a060TUTHCS 0 Csio OaHe.

Cepaue cectpuiisl XyH AporHyno. OUHyBIINCH, OHA YBUAENa, 4TO Lo OoHXysH yxKe Ucdes 3a
BopoTamu. OHa 00epHYyJIach ¥ IIOCMOTpPENIa Ha ITbSHOTO NAPIIUBIA, U B €€ Cepflle 3aKpaioch
IpegyyBCTBUE OEMHL.

Peka cnerka 6mecTena, mapyca Obiid HaTSHYTH. Csi0 Oy-1136I, HAKUHYB IIJIAIl, BHIIIENT U3 KAlOTH U
BCTaJl Ha nanybe, TTISAs BOAb.

— CKOJIBKO eIT€ [0 MPUOBITHS?

— He GecnokoiTech, TOCIIOAWH, — YBIOHYJICS JTOOOYHUK. — XOTSI CHET U BHINIAJ, HO MBI BCE XK€ He Ha
ceBepe. 3aBTpa To4HO mobepémcs o IIynuxKaHs.

— ITocTapaiiTech mobuicTpee, — cKazan Cso Oy-113kl, IO Ha peKy. — KTo-To XKIET HOBOCTEM.
— Xopottio.
OlyiukK3Hb.

[yH... OyH... OVH...

V3 GalHu JOHECTHCH OEBSITH yIapoB KOJIOKOJa, TPOJieTeB CKBO3b oOnaka. CecTpuila XyH cugemna y
OKHa, TTISIAS Ha IOCTEIIeHHO COOMPAIOIIUXCS Ha YIIUIe JII0e, U CJieTKa HaXMYPHIach.

— JleBsiTh yOapoB — 3T0 cMepTh ChiHa Heba.
EnBa oHa mpou3Hecsa 9T0, CHU3Y JOHeCCs roJioc:

— Vka3 CeiHa Heba: TOKOMHEBIN UMIIEPATOP CKOHYAJICS, KHSI3b 1I3WHb, IPOSBUB CHIHOBHIOKO
IIOYTUTEILHOCTD, B30LIEN Ha IIPECTOJI. Bce MPOBUHLIMU JOJIXKHEI COOITIONATh Tpayp, BUHHbIE TaBKU
IOJIXKHEL...

— Kakue npobneMsl, — cecTpulia XyH 3aKaTuja rjia3a, H0, OUHYBIIKCE, BOPYT YOUBUIACE:
— Yro cnyyunocs?

JIuab Baub(3H cupen HAIPOTUB, AepXKa B pyKax YalHYI0 daimky. ETo Teno cnerka gpoxarno, a
B3rJIs1] OBUT IIPUKOBAH K COJIlaTaM, YATAIOIIUM UMIIepaTOpCKui yKa3. CecTpuila XyH MOAHSNA PYKY,
cobupasich KOCHYThCS ero, Ho JInHb BaHb(daH BHE3amHO OPOCUIICS BIIEPEN, U Yalllka yIlaia Ha IOJ.



9tot bali, uto oH HeceéT! YTo OH HeceT!

JInub BaubdaH cOexkall 1o JIeCTHHUIIE, C TPOXOTOM paclaxHyJI IBePh, U ero pyKy cxBatui L{ion
®3HXy3H, TSAXKEJO ABIIIa U KPEeIKo gepxka ero.

— Cs10 ®oH.

— locnioguu Lio#, 3TOT YeI0OBEK HECET YyIllh, YTOOH HayraTth MeHs. f moiany K aToMy bato, 4To0w!
OH 3acTynuics 3a MeHs. OH 00g3aTeIbHO 3aCTYIUTCS 38 MEHSI.

JIuub BaHb(}9H MOCMOTPET Ha HET0, eTro T'yOHl ClIerkKa ApoKaii.
[rour ®3HXY5M CHOBa KPEIKO CXBATHUJI €r0, MATKO IIOBEPHYJI €r0 TeJI0 X TUXO CKa3al:
— Cs10 ®3H, OH He HECET YyIllb.

— He MmoxeT ObITh, 5 OMAY K 3TOMy Bato, yToOH OH 3acTynuics 3a MeHsi. OH 00s3aTeIbHO
3aCTyIUTCS 3a MEHS.

JIuus BaHb()9H BEIpBaAJICS U, COETIAB IIar, yIaj Ha 3eMIII0.

— Cs10 ®an!

Cectpulia XyH Kak pa3 BHIIJIA ¥ IOCIeIINnIa IOAHATE ero:

— Yro npoucxonut!

— Korpma MbI ye3xaiu U3 CTOJUILIEL...

Lo ®auxyait rTy00KO B3MOXHYI U, TIOAOUIS, TIOCMOTPEN B I'a3a JInHb BaHb(aHy:

— ...ImecToi rocrnoguH bail Benen MHe mepenaTh Tebe: «2Ku3Hb ATHHHAY.

— K uépTy OnuHHYI0 KU3Hb, K YEPTY KU3HB!

Jluub Baub®aH Kpuyas, pe3ko TONKHYN Lioit ®3uxyas u mobexkas K mepernpase.

Kakasi gnuHHas XKU3Hb, 3TOT baii, 4To Th MHe roBoputib! HeT... 6e3 Teb4... Kakas XKU3Hb!

Y peku KpyXKHUJIMCh CHEXKUHKHU, Ha TIeperpaBe HUKOTo He OblJI0. MajieHbKas JI0AKa MeIIeHHO
npudanuia. JIuas BaHb(aH, YBUIEB, UTO JIOAKA MPUOIUKAETCS, yKe COOMpasCs MOMONTH, KakK U3 Heé
BBIIIIEJT YeJIOBEK, 3aKyTaHHBIN B IIJIalll, 3aKPHIBAIOIINI €70 0030D.

— Thl... mo4YeMy THI 3[ECH?

Csio @y-113b1 CTOSAI Ha Oepery, CKBO3b Nafalue CHeXXKUHKHY Tgas Ha JIunb Baubdhana. OH BOPYT He
CMOT TOBOPUTH, CMyTHO IIOHMMasI, YTO €CJIA OH CKaXKeT 3TO, TO Pa3pyLIUT Yejl0BeKa B KDaCHOM
OLlesTHUU.

— l'ocnopus, Bame BenuuecTBo... ero 00Jbllle HeT.
Aaa... Aaa...

Kpuk, He mox0xKui Ha YelI0Be4eCKUl, pa3opBasl He6o, IPUUMHSS HEBRIHOCUMYIO 00JIb.



— Cs10 ®3H.

Lo ®anxysii monbexkasn c3afu U IPUCETT PATOM:

— IMocnymai MeHs...

— Her! Llrou O3HXy5M, 1 He MOT'y CJIyllIaTh... I HEe MOTY.

JInas BaHb()3H OMyCTHICS Ha XOJIOMHYIO 3€MJII0, CJIeTKa OMHSB TOJI0BY U TJISAS Ha BOLY:

— 4 mo6mio ero, s mo06:II0 ero 00JbIe, Y4eM KTO-TH00 B 3TOM MUPE, 5 JII00II0 ero 00JIbIe, 4eM BCe,
KTO IIOSIBJISAJICS B er0 XU3HU. HUKTO M3 BaC He IIOHUMAET... He ITIOHuMaeT!

Bxiougas ero.
Liroit ®3nxyaii momeBenus rybamMu, HO HUYero He CKasall.

Jluub BaubdaHn npuxan JafoHb K 3emiie. [1ociie MyduTeIbHOM 60U er0 U3MOKAEHHOE TEJIO0
TIOCTEIIeHHO OmyCcTHIoch. OH IpuKaJl MEKY K XOJIOTHOM 3eMJIe, TS Ha Iafalollue CHEXKUHKY.

— YenoBek, KOTOPOTo S 700U O0JIbIIle BCETO, YIIET.
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