— Hwuuero CTpaliHoro, — LHuHb HOi1 HakJIOHUIICS, IMOOHAI €0 Ha PYKH U IIOHEC B CIIaJIbHBEIE ITIOKOU. —
OTpgrIxai, s XKe TOBOPHIJI, HE HY2KHO OBLIIO KOAThb.

[Toracus cBet, JIueb Baub(dan npuxkaicg K HeEMY U IIpoLIenTal Ha yXo:
— Bame BenuuecTtBo, 6e3 Te0s 1 HE MOT'Y YCHYTb.
— Xe-xe... A g BUfen, Thl TOJIBKO YTO CIIajl JOBOJIBHO KpenKo. — LuHb 0 yuunHyn ero 3a 1iexy.

— Hemnpaspa! — Jlunb Baub¢h3aH He COTacuics, yTKHYBIIUCH JIMIIOM B €T0 TPyab U 00HSIB. — B mo6om
Cydae Thl JOJIKEH OBITh CO MHOU KaXKABIM eHb, He CMel y0eraTs.

Hunp FO# mormagum ero mIMHHEIE BOJIOCEI, HO HE OTBETHIJI, 3aKPHIJI I'71a3a ¥ IPUTBOPHUIICS CIISIINM.

B MraoBeHnue oka HacTymui HoBeii rog. MMnepaTopCcKuii gBopel] OblT YKpallleH ¢ HeOrIBaIon
POCKOIIIbIO, TTOBCIOMY I[BETH U SIpKHe yKpalieHus. OgHako y uMIiepaTopa He OBIJIO HU rapeMa, HU
HaJIOKHULI, TOJIBKO KaIlPU3HBIM NTapIIUBel] ¥ Bceraa X0I0gHbY repou. [10aToMy, HeCMOTPS Ha BCIO
KPacoTy ¥ IBIITHOCTh, ABOPEL Ka3asCs MyCThIM U OQUHOKUM.

**3an Tanxao**

Luub KO# He Hamén JIunb Baubdsna u He yBumen Cso @y-13nl. [1ocTosAB ¥ ABEpel 3ana, OH
3agyMalcs 1 HampaBuics K mokosaMm bait FOubdas.

— Jrort ba#t? — Jluab Banb(}aH MOCMOTPEN Ha BOIIEAIIEro. — ThHI 2Ke TOBOPHUII, YTO BEPHEIIHCS
HECKOPO.

— Pa3Be TH He Ha3wBaJl MeHs cTapukoM? — [IuHb KO yCMexXHYIICs, IPUCIIOHUBIIUCE K KYIIIETKe. —
CTapuku paHO JI0KAaTCs CIaTh, BOT S ¥ BEPHYJICS.

— Te mogu ymnu? — cupocun bait FOHBGDS1.
— Her, 1o II3H 3mech. — Lluub K01 3aKphin riasa.

Ha HOBOTOmHEM GaHKETE C CAaHOBHMKAMM OH TOXKE XOTeJI CIeO0BaTh TPATULIMSIM, HO BHE3AIIHO
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI YCTAJIOCTh U, He Kejas 60bine 6eCIIOKOUTLCS, TIPOCTO YIIEN, OCTAaBUB BMECTO ce0st
Huus II3Ha.

JIuubs Baub()aH, YBUIEB €70 COCTOSTHHE, HAXMYPUJICS U TTOMOIIEN OIIHKe:

— Trl paBpa ycran?

— Buimun numHero, HW4ero crpamuoro. — Luas KO moKadan rojIoBOM.
[Tocne 6ankeTa B 3ajie AHbX3 OH CTaJl YYBCTBOBATEL Ce0st BCE O0Jiee YCTaBIIIHM.

— Torma otnoxHu. — bayt KOHb(3M NPOTSIHYN MIETKOBOE 0fesifio. — B crmemyromuil pa3 He neu
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO.

LHuHb O B3sn 00esJI0, HaKPBIJICA UM U IIOBEPHYJICA K HUM CIIMHOM, TUXO CKa3aB:
— HYCTB Cso (Dy-I.ISBI pa36yx[1/IT MEH{ I1032K€e, MBI BMECTE BCTPETUM HoBrlit rog.

— 3Hato, He Oecrnokoiicsi. — JIuHb BaHb()3H IOTSIHY OfESIO.



CornacoBanHocTh ba#t FOHB()3s 1 aTOr0 bast BeI3bIBaa y HETO TAKOe XKeJlaHWe — CXBAaTUTh 9TOro bas
M BEPHYTb 00paTHO B Talx3IHb.

Xe-xe... Hunp KO 3akphin rinasa. Ha camoM gere OH elfé XoTell CIPOCUTh, moyeMy JInHb Baub(aH
npubexkar ciofa, HO yCTaJI0CTh BHE3AlIHO HaXJIbIHYJIa, OH HE CMOT COIPOTUBIIATHCA U TakK 3aCHYIL.

**BHemIHss KoMHaTa**
— B maxmatsl? — JIuHb Baub(aH ¢ yousnenueM nocMoTpen Ha bait FOHb(IS.
Bait FOub(h9i1 KUBHYN U, KaK 00BI9HO, cesl COOKY, B3sJI QUTYPY U CHETIAl XOf.

— Pa3Be TH He Urpaelb TOIBKO C ODHUM 4eJIoBeKOM? — JIuHb BaHb(3H TOXKE cen U B3I QUTypy.

Bait FOubpD1 nomornyar, 3aTeM, fepxka GUTypy, CKa3an:

— Lunp FO# ckasas, 4To TBOE MacTEPCTBO B IIaXMaTaxX He yCTyIaeT MOEMY, ¥ TH JIETKO
IIPOrPECCHUPYElllb.

JIuub Banb(d3H He HAIIEN, YTO OTBETHUTh.

Kaxmeiit pa3, korfa 3ToT bait u Benmukuit repoit oka3elBanuch BMecTe, JInHb BaHb(p3H HE MOT
coepxaTh THeB. OH MpU3HaBall, 4To 9TO Obl/la PEBHOCTH, HO, OCTaBasCh HaemuHe ¢ bait FOHb(IeM,
Jluub BaubdaH 00HAPYXKUJ, YTO He UCIBITHIBAET HEMIPUSI3HU K XOJIOMHOMY ¥ HEOOIITHUTETLHOMY
Benukomy reporo.

Bemukuii repoit Ko BceM, KTO OBIIT CBSI3aH C 9TUM baeM, IpOsBIsiI TONUKY TepreHus. JInHb Banb(an
IOHMMAJ JTy4llle Apyrux, 4To bait FOHbG3M He MUTAaeT K HEMY CUMIIATHUH, HO BCE PABHO T'OTOB OBLII C
HUM pa3roBapuBaTh U faxe CUAETH 3[eCh, Urpas B maxmaThl. OH moMHMNI, Kak L{oit O3HXYy3H, efBa
CKa3aB YTO-TO He TO, ObLI U30UT BENMUKUM IrepoeM [0 TSIKETBIX TPABM.

Bce npunnune bait OEB()351, Ka3anoch, CBOGUIUCE K 3TOMYy baio.

— 4 npourpan. — bau OHb(3YM mocMOTpen Ha [OCKY.

9?

JIuub Baubdan ounyscsa. OH urpan HeOpeKHO, HO MTOYEeMY-TO BEIUTPAT.

— IIpaBpa”?

OH HUKOT[la He BBIUTPHIBA y 3TOro bas.

— T'epoii Bait, — JIuas Banb(}aH mocMoTpen Ha Hero. — Thl MHe He IOAaBasics, mIpaBaa?

— Het. — Ha nune Ba#t FOub()as He ObI7I0 focamel OT nopaxenus. OH cobupain Gurypsl 1 mobaBui:

— 4 urpato nnoxo.



B pyme JIuab Banb(aHa BO3HUKIIO CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO. ITOT Ball TOBOPHII, YTO UX MacCTEPCTBO PaBHO,
HO Bait FOuB(3I urpaet mioxo...

O! Beixomut, 9TOT Bait cunTaeT, 4TO s UTpalo Tak IJI0X0, YTO MOTY COPEBHOBATHLCS TOIBKO C bait
FOubdaem? 4 Bemp IBHO UTpal0 YyTh JIy4Yille HETo!

— Twt 3numbca? [louemy? — ¢ HegoyMenuneM crpocun bai FOubGh9M.

— JroT Bali HaMeKHyII, 4TO MbI 00a UTpaeM IJI0X0, ¥ He X04YeT C HaMM UTPaTh. — JIuHL BaHb(SH C
HEHABHCTHIO IOCMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY BHYTPEHHEH KOMHATHI, PEILIUB, YTO, KOT{a 9TOT baii mpocHETCs,
OHM CephE3HO pa3bepyTcs.

— Mg v ipaBaa nnoxu. — ba#t FOub()3# B35IT CTOSBIIYIO PSAOM YalHYI0 YalllKy, IOCMOTPEN Ha HETO
1 no6aBuI:

— 4 urpaio gaxe xyxe Te0s.
KX-KX-KX...
JIveb BaHb(})aH BEITED YTOJIOK PTa ¥ PEIIXTI He CIIOPUTE Ha 3Ty TeMy.

Luup KO# mpocHYyJICs, KOTia [0 IOJIyHOUYH eIll€ 0CTaBasiock BpeMsi. OH IMOTSHYJICS, YyBCTBYS, UTO
BpeMs nopxopsiree. Csio Oy-1u3bl MPegyCMOTPUTENIBHO PacCTaBUII 3€Ch BUHO ¥ 3aKyCKH, OTOC/IAB
JIUIITHUX CIIYT.

— Csi0 @y-u3el, — ¢ yneioko mopurytun Luns FO#. — ThHl eliCTBUTENBHO yTrafial MOM XKeJlaHus.
— Bbrnaropapo Bame BenudecTBo 3a noxsany. — Cs0 Qy-1I3kl TOXKE ClierKa MOAIIYTHIL.

— Ila, TOnbKO BOT TaHLEeB HeT. Ha aHaxX B 3ane AHBX9 TaHI[OBILIULEI BEICTYIIAIA OYEHb KPAaCuBO.
HOubdait, Cs10haH, MOXKET OBITH, BHL...

Cs0 ®y-11381, cTOS psigoM ¢ JImHb Ba#b(hoHOM, 3aMeTHII, KaK U3MEHHUJIOCH BhIpakeHUe ero Jula, 1
CTaJl I0flaBaTh UMIIEPATOPY 3HAKM I'Jla3aMu.

— 9rort bai! Tel xo4dens TOCMOTPETh Ha TaHUOBIIUI? — JIMHb BaHb()3H CXBATHUII €0 3a yX0. —
Kakum rna3om ThI X04elllb CMOTPEThH?

— O6oumu... Ani... Auit! — lunp FO# npogonxan 3y00CKaIuTh.
JIueb Baub()3H cxKas cunbHEe, XOIOTHO yCMeXasiCh:
— IToxoxKe, THI He YCIIOKOUIIILCS, I0KA He YBUIOUIIL TP00.

— HOuB(91 TOKE X0UeT IOCMOTPETh, OH Belb HUKOTTa He Bumen. — Llunp KO 3amuIman cBoe yxo,
rasansg Ha Toro bait KOHbGaS.

Baii FOuB}91 cen 3a cToy, 6pocun Ha HeTo B3IJISAM U, MeJIEHHO HajluBasl BUHO, CKa3al:
— fl He X04y CMOTpEeTE.

— Paa3... pa3 Tak, nagHo. Pa3BpaTHas My3blKa HE[OCTOWHA BEJTMYECTBEHHOTO 3ajla. — YBUOEB, YTO
HUKTO ero He noamepxuBaet, Llunb KOt OBICTPO CMEHHUIT TOH.



— Xwm! Crapsiii pa3BpaTHUK. — JInHb BaHb()3H OTIYCTUII €T0 ¥ IIOCTABUJI IIepefi HUM MUCKY C CYTIOM.
— [len cym.

— Okeit. — Lunp FO# yOpan pyKy, TSHYBIIYIOCS K 00Kaly, ¥ B35/ MUCKY.

Csio ®y-113BI CTOSNI C3ady, TTISAS Ha 3TO ¢ HegoyMeHueM. [Heyxenu Ero BenuyecTtBo o6nencs!]
— Cs10 Oy-113HI.

— A... d 3gecs. — Cs0 Oy-113bI B3APOTHYJI, OTBIEKASCh OT CBOMX MEICTIEH.

— IlpuBenu Illsna. — Lunb FOu ornsgHyncs Ha HETO.

— Cnymatoch. — Cs10 @y-13bI GBICTPO BHILIET.

[Tocye moNyHOYM Ha4asCs CHETromas, ¥ BeCh UMIIEPATOPCKUY IOpof IOrPy3uIcs B TUIIKUHY. CBET B
3TOM MaJIeHbKOM YTOJIKE Ka3aJiCs U30JIMPOBAHHEIM OT BHEIIHET0 MUpa.

— Orer;, — Luns [I9H HaxXMypPuUI MaJeHbKHe GPOBKU. — Bl MeHsT oOOMaHEIBaeTe.

— Orern yuut Te04.

JInue BaubhoH Opocul Ha HETO B3TJIAA:

— Trl coBCceM He CTHIOUIILCA? Mrpaelnh ¢ peOEHKOM Ha IeHbI'M U eIl€ XyIbHUYaelb!

— Csi0 Oy-u3nl. — Llunas KOi moBepHyicd K HeMy. — Pa3Be 4 XybHUYA?

— O... Bo3M0XHO, MaJIeHbKUY MIPUHL IPOCTO He MPUBLIK. — Cs10 Py-1[3BI COrai, UTHOPUPYS COBECTE.
Baut FOHb(D1 HaXMypUICS, TOCMOTPEN Ha HETO U CKas3ast:

— HepocTouH OBITH OTIIOM.

— Kx-kx-kX... — MMImepartop cpenaj BUA, 4YTO He yCiblmar, 1, B3aB Llunse [1IoHa 3a pyKy, cKa3ai:
— OrTel; TPOJOIKUT Te0S YIUTE.

— IlIsH, He cnyman ero. — JIuHb BaHb(3H ocTaHOBUI €ro U cKa3an Lluns HO1o:

— 41 crirpaio ¢ ToOOH.

— Trl yKe BcE nmpourpa, Tebe HeNlb3s.

— 4 xouy urpats ¢ gapey bau. — ckazan Luns HI3H.

— Xe-xe... — Lluns 01 He ycnen oOpagoBaThcs, Kak JIuab BaubgaH B3 Luns [llsHa 3a pyky. — 91,
MaJIbIIl, T0YeMy THl He Ha3bIBaelllb MEHS Osanen?

—O...

— [Ila, B TaKOM I0HOM BO3pacTe yxKe He 3Haelllb IIpaBull Mpuanydusi. — MMiepaTop OTYUTall €ro,
IPOTSTHBAsS PYKY K KapTaM.

— He cment BOPOBATh KaprI! — XOJ'IOJIHBIfI OKPHK Benukoro repos 3aCTaBHUII €r0 OTOEPHYTE PYKY,



KOTOpas TYT XkKe IIOKpacHea.
— Orel1, TH CHOBA...

— Marsii, OBICTPEN 30BY MEHST Isiaei!

Xe-xe... Cs0 Oy-U3El CTOSAN Y OBEPH, OTJISALIBASACh HA Xa0C B KOMHATE, U pacCMesiics.
**[Bopew FOHIIOY**

IBopern KOHINOY CTOSI CPpeou CHera ¥ BeTPa, XOJIOOHbIHM 1 6e3MOJIBHEIH. 30/10Tast yepemnuiia Obiia
IIOKPBITA CHETOM, CKPBIBAsI POCKOIIb M OCTABISSI TOIBKO OOUHOYECTBO. Y MOJHOXKUSI UMIIEPATOPCKOM
nectHunsl Luns O#, nepxa Luns [lIsHa 3a pyKy, MeAJIeHHO TOAHUMAJICS 10 CTYIIEHSIM.

— Mynpelsl ToBOPUIM: «Benrkoe MUIOCEPANE — 3TO HE MUJIOCEPANE, a Majioe MUJIOCEPAne TYOUT
CTpaHy». JTO HenpaBuibHO. — LuHb [I5H TOAHSI FOI0BY, TJIANA HA OTLA PALOM.

Hunp KO# cMOTpen BIepes, CIIOKOWHO IPOOoIIKas:

— Ecnu B TBOEM cepflle HET MaJIoT0 MUJIOCEPANS, TO TBOE BEJIMKOE MUJIOCEPANE TPEBPATUTCS B
JKeCTOKOCTb. Ha mpoTsKeHUM MOKOIeHuH KilaH L[uHb IOCTymal HeIIpPaBUIbHO, BKITIOYas MEHS.
BrnacTh B KOHIIe KOHIIOB Clie/laeT TeOs XOJIOOHEIM U MTONO3PUTENIBHEIM, HO...

OH 0CTaHOBUIJICS, CTOSl Y ABEPEU OBOpLA, U, ONYCTUBIUKUCH Ha ypoBeHb Llunsb IlI9Ha, IpomoiKul:

— B TB0oéM cepjilie MOMXKHO OLITH HEMHOTO TeIlIa, YTOOBI TEl CaM MOT 00PeCTH ITOKOM B moOpo
OTHOCHUTECS K JTIOAsM. ThI JOJI2KEeH MOMHHUTH, YTO XKU3Hb [IparoleHHa.

Ckpuil...

IIBeps oTKpBIIAch, u Lunab FO# MemnenHo Bomén ¢ Luue [II9HOM BHYTPSB, IIPOBE[S €T0 110
He@puToBHIM cTyneHsaM. OH ycagun ero Ha TpoH. Llunp [1I3H HEMHOT0 3aMelIKajcs, HO OTell
ymepar ero.

— 9t0 TpoH ChiHa He0a, emMHCTBEHHEBIN B CBOEM POJie, HEBEPOSTHO BeTn4yecTBeHHbIH. — [Iuab KO
B35JI €r0 PYKY U TIOJI0XKUJ Ha MOMAJIOKOTHUK, TSI BIEPEN. — ITOT BEICOKUM TPOH chefaeT TeOs BCE
6onee MOOO3pUTENHHEIM, II03TOMY He II0JIaraiicsl Ha cepaua jofei. Thl JoJIXKeH YCTaHOBUTDL 3aKOHH,
YTOOB OKPYKUTH Ce0s1 TpeaHHBIMU ¥ YECTHLIMU JTIOIbMHU.

— ChIH OHAN. — HaKoHeI ckalan [uns [IaH.

— IlIsn. — Lunes KO mornamun ero mo rojaoBe, CMITYUB CTPOTOCTh. — ECITK OgHaXK OBl Thl BCTPETHUIIIb
TOT0, KOTO ITOTI00UIIh, TOTO, KTO CTAHET i TeOsi BaXKHBIM, TIOMHH... [lepKU ero Momasblie OT BCEro
3TOro!
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