— locnogus Yxkao, — JIu XaHb TUXO0 Bollen u oOpaTuncs K Yxkao Uxununy. — Barmie BenuuecTso
X04YeT BaC BULETh.

— Xopotiio.

IBopern YzkaoBa OB TPOCTOPEH U Ka3ajcs 4yTh Oosee MpoxXjagHbIM, YeM BocTouHbil gBOpel. LIuHb
HOii TonbKO 4TO BOIIET, €llle He CHSB IIJIalll, ¥ CTOSI V OKHa.

— Bame BennuectBo, — YkKao YKUNUH NOKJIOHUIICS.
— ITouemy T1hI cornacuincs ¢ IIsue CioaBaneM? — cmpocun Luns O, He 000paynBasich.

— JTOT IJIaH MOXKET COKPATUTh BpeMsi, He0OXOMUMOEe ISt TOTO, YTOOHI I[STHEI IIOJTHOCTHIO
OMYWHUIIUCH, U B OyayleM 3To OyAeT MoIe3HO0 Kak s BOpa, TaK U O KHA3s LI3uHb, — CIIOKOMHO
oTBeTun YkKao YKUIIKH.

— Pa3Be M0s IIOMUTHKA IIJI0Xa?
— Ecnu cpaBHUBATD, TO IEPBLIM BapUAHT JIy4YIlle.

— locnogus Yzkao ocTaeTcs rocnoguHoM Yxkao, — ynbiOHyscs Lluab FO#, CTOKUB PYKU 3a CIIUHOM.
— Bait Oub(daii — He mogxonsdIui 4enoBek s 9Toro. OH He CMOXKET CcHeflaTh TO, YTO IpedjaraeT
[Isup Cr09B9Hb. OH HE MMOOXOOUT [JIS ABOPA.

— Bam cnyra moHsn, — Yxkao YKUNKWH OTBETUI U YKe cOOHpacs yUTH.

— Uxao YxkunuH, — Lunb FO# cepbe3HO TOCMOTPEII Ha Hero, 3afyMaBIINCh Ha MTHOBeHUe., — f1
X04y, 4TOOHI THI TIOKJISJICSI MHE CBOEM BEePHOCTHIO, UTO He Oymelnh UCIoib30BaTh bait IOHb(Is, He
HaBpeAuIlb eMy U Oymelb 3alllAIIaTh er0 BCIO JKU3Hb.

UYkao YKUMIMH Ha MTHOBEHME 3dMep, 3aTeM OITYCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHH.

— 4, ka0 UYKuNKH, KITHYCh 3amuniaTh bait FOHb(3s BCIO XKHU3HDb, He TI03BOJIIO0, YTOOHI €T0
WCIIOJIb30BaIN UJI IPUYUHUIIA €My Bpe[.

— Bbnaropapio Bac, rocrnogus, — Luab KO moknoHuncs. — 4 BUHOBAT Iepeq BaMu.
— Bame BenmuuecTtBo, — Yzkao YKUMKH IMOTHSI €T0 ¥ CEPhE3HO CKa3a:

— OTa KJIITBa — He KJIITBa CJIyT'U llepef TOCIOAMHOM, a KisaTBa Yxkao YKunuHa nepeqn ApyroMm u
yuuTeneM. f HUKOTia He HapyIly ee.

— Tl'ocnogus...
— Bat criyra oTK1aHMBaEeTCH.

Yxao YKUITUH CHOBA MOKJIOHUIICS U CIIOKOUHO yien. Lluab KO# cMOTpers, Kak OH YXOOUT, U C
o0erueHuneM yiaelOHYIICS.

Yro OBl HU CIIy4MIIOCH, 51 3aUuily Te0s. ITo obellaHue s BEITOTHUI!

3a InnpenpeilaMnu JIBopua U>kaoBa JIeTKUW CHET THUXO IIafas, ocefas Ha Ijedax Hy Crosrana. On
YBHULOEJI, KaK Yka0 YKUNKWH MeOJIEHHO BLIXOOUT, U IOIIEN €My HaBCTpPeuy.



— Kanumnep Cr3, — Ykao YKUNIUH OCTAHOBUIICS.

— Munuctp Yxkao, 4To cka3an BaM Baire BenuuecTtBo?

— Kanmep Cio3, MHe HeynoOHO rOBOPUTh, — YkKao UKUIIKH NMOKIOHUIICS. — [IpoiaiTe.
Iy CroaTaH U3MEHUJICA B JIUIlEe, IOCMOTPeEN Ha [IBopel] YxkKaoBa, HaXMypPHUJICS U IOLIEN Tyaa.
— Bamre BennyecTBo, KaHLjiep Cr03 IPOCUT ayIUEeHIINH.

— Xm? — Lunb FO# youBuics, HO TOIBKO coOpasics I03BaTh €ro, KaK 3aHaBeC pas3gBUHYIICS, u Iy
CroaTaH yXxe BOLIE]I.

— 39-3... MUHUCTD, YTO CIIy4YUJIOCH, YTO BH Tak crnemurte? — Luap FOU He paccepouscs, a JIUIb
YIBIOHYIICS.

— Baire Benn4ecTBO He OTIIPaBUJIKMCh B 3allagHBIM IIOXO[ B 3€MJIU LITHOB, — YBEPEHHO cKa3al [y
CroaTaH.

Ecnu GBI TOXO[ COCTOSINICS, Pa3Be Obl Barre BenuuecTBo KOajmo [0 CETOMHSIITHET0 THS, YTOOB!
O0TBePruyTh npeanoxenne [IIaus Ci09Baug? Bce 3Hanu, kak Bame BenmuuecTBo 3abotutcs o bai
KOubdoe.

[unup KO# cnerka npunopHsiyi OPoBb U YIBIOHYIICS:
— MunucTp, BB NPULUIK CIOfA TOJIBKO U3-3a 3TOr0?

— Bamme BenmuuecTtBo, — [y CroaTaH cpear IIar BIepe[, ero rila3a Opoxaau. — Bel Begb Cepbe3HO
OOJIbHEI M CKPHIBAETECH, YTOORI JIEUUTHCS ?

— Ia, — Lunp FOU KUBHYIIL.
Iy CroaTaH MOCIEIIHO IoouIesn 01uxke, ero Iaru ObIA ClIeTKa HeyBePEeHHBIMH.
— Baire...

— Munuctp, — Luns FO# nogaepxkan ero, rasfgs eMy B I'lla3a. — Brl omubaeTech. I qeliCTBUTENIBHO
TsI3KeJ0 060y1en MecsIl, HO cefiyac BCe B IIOPSIKE.

— Torpa noyemy BeI CKphIBanu 3T0? — [y Cr09TaH cXKal ero pyky.

— MuUHHCTP, KaK s MOT He CKPHIBaTh CEPhe3HYI0 60/1e3Hb? 3a MOCIeqHNe TTOIT0fa PacIpoCTPaHUIOCh
MHOT'0 CITyXOB, ¥, KpoMe ToTo, 51 3a6pan IlIsHa Bo gBopern. d 60sIICs, YTO JTIOOM HAYHYT AyMaTh, YTO
CO MHOM OeWCTBUTENIbHO YTO-TO HE TAK, ¥ TOJIBKO YTO YCIIOKOMBIIASCS CTOJIMIIA CHOBA ITOTPY3UTCS B
Xaoc.

— IlpaBpa”?

— YTO, BHI XOTHUTE, YTOOHI 5 COpPEBHOBAJICA C BaMH, YTOOHI OOKa3aTh, 4TO A 3;[[0p0B? — TIOIyTHUIJI ]_[I/IHB
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IOy CiosTaH MOCMOTpEN Ha er0 UCKPEeHHUM B3TJISM, TAKOH XK€, KaK ¥ MHOTO JIeT Ha3aj.

— Bam cnyra ocMenuncs, — OH BOPYT YABIOHYJICS U OTCTYNIWJI, IOKJIOHUBIINCD.



— Hwuuero ctpamrsoro, — Luup KO cen Ha KOPOTKXY OUBaH.

Iy CioaTaH, yBUAEB, YTO BCE B MOPSIKE, yKe coOUpascs yUTH, HO BAPYT 3aMETUJI IaXxMaTHYIO JOCKY
Ha CTOJIe ¥ C COMHeHHeM [I0CMOTPEJ Ha Hero.

— Baime Benn4ecTBO, He XOTUTE CHITPaTh?
Luub HO#, nepxKa B pykax HehpuTOBEEe QUTYPHI, BCIIOMHUI OOUH HeCOBITOYHBIM COH.
— CapuTech, — OH yKa3aJl Ha MeCTO HallpOTHB.

B 3ane Op1710 poX/IagHO, CTYTH TUXO IIPUHECIN HeCKONIbKO nevyek. [luap KO He oOpaliian Ha 9TO
BHMMaHU, HO [ly CioaTaH, TTIIAs Ha HOCKY, Ha JI0Y MOsIBIIACh JIeTKasi HCllapuHa.

— 3aueM cToJbKO neyek? — LuHb KO HeOpexKHO MOKYPUIL.
— IIa, — Csto ®y-113BI TOCIIENIHO Bejiesl yOpaTh HECKOJIBKO.

Oy CioaTaH MoJ4al, IO Ha MaXMaTHYIO IIapTHUIO, eT0 TOHKHE OPOBY CJIeTKa COBUHYIIHCH, ¥ OH
HEPeIIUTETbHO JepKajl YePHYI0 QUrypy.

— Bam cnyra mpowurpan, — Hakosell [y Cr03TaH CHasics ¥ MOMHSII T'OJIOBY.
— Ax... — lunp KO# oTopBas B3rJIsSA OT JOCKH U ITOCMOTPEIT Ha MapTHI0. — BhI OIMIM6IHCh.

— 4 HUKOTr[a He BHIUTPHIBaJ, — B yroyke pra [y CioaTaHa nosiBuniack ciabas ynbi0Ka, ¥ OH TUXO
cKasail.

Tet 3205171, TH BeIMTpas oguH pa3! Iunb KO# omycTun rinasa, cobupast GUTYpEL, ¥ CHeNan BUf, 9YTO He
CJIBIIIIAN €TO CJIOB.

— Bame BenuuectBo, — [y Cio3TaH BOPYT NOJIOKUII PYKY Ha €r0 PYKy, TJISAd Ha Hero.
— Yto cnyyunocs? — MATKo crpocun Hunas FOn.

— MoxerT... ChITpaeM elne pas?

Lunsp O B3rNsAHYN B OKHO, COMHEBasCh, HO KUBHYIL.

— Xopo1o.

3a mpemenaMu 3ajla CHET Mafiajl CUIbHEee, TOKPHIBas 3eMJII0 TOHKUM CJI0€M. SUMHUE JeHb ORICTPO
TEeMHeJI, ¥, Ka3aJ0Ch, B OMHO MIHOBEHMeE 3a IIpenenamMu [IBopiia YkaoBa 3aXKTrIuch GoHAPH.

Lunp FO# mepxkarn maxmMaTHY0 GUTYPY, UCKYCCTBO KaHIIepa POCJIO Tak e OBICTPO, KaK U ero
coOcTBeHHOE. BO3MOXKHO, 9TO OBIJIO €T0 IMYHOE XKeJlaHUe 3aTSAHYTh UTPY, I09TOMY apTUsS HUKaK He
MOTJIa 3aKOHYHUTHCS.

Ho B KOHIIe KOHIIOB BCe JOJIXKHO OBITI0 3aBepuIuThes. Lunp FO# yxke cobupaincs caenaTh X0, HO,
TIOMHSB I'1a3a, yBudes, 4to [y CioaTaH IPUCIOHUIICS K CTeHE U YCHYIIL.

CnuimkoM MATKUM, He xBaTaeT gyxa! Lluas FO# pyran ce0st, HAaKJIOHUIICS BIiepen, YTo0H pa30youTh
ero. Jlerkui apomat opxupeu KOCHYJICS ero Ho3fpel, u Lluas KO crerka B3gporHyTI,
OCTAHOBHUBIINCE.



B 3ane crano xonogHee ¢ HaCTymIeHNeM TeEMHOTHL. LluHbp FOU B34/ TOHKOE 0fesio, IOAoLIen K
crsaiemy [y Cio3TaHy ¥ aKKypaTHO HaKphUT ero. CBeT ABOPLIOBLIX (hOHAPEU 03apuil BECh 3all,
cMsaryuB o6pas [y CroaTaHa, TUIIKUB ero 0OBIYHON YBEPEHHOCTH U XJIaAHOKPOBUS, U 3aCTaBuB LIMHBL
IOs1 3ax0TeTh 3alUTUTD €r0.

— Bame... — Cs10 @y-13H TYT K€ 3aM0J14all, YBUAEB, Kak Ballle BeinyecTBO CTOUT BIEepEU, MOI4a
CMOTPS Ha crsinero. OH mputiien, 4To6bl J0OABUTEL OTHS B ITe4b, TaK KaK HOYbIO CTAJIO XOJIOMHO.

Huas FOu nopusAn pyKy, ocTaHoBUB Cs0 ®y-U3EL, U [IOCTOSII ellle HEMHOI'0, 3aTEM TUXO YIIIeJl BMeCTe C
HUM.

— Bamre BennyecTtBo, — 3a npepenaMu 3ana Cs0 Oy-11361 0CTOPOKHO HAalOMHUI. — BopoTa ABOpILia
CKOPO 3aKPOIOTCH.

— Ia, — Llvep FOU KUBHYJ, HE O0TBeYas, 3aCTErHYJI IJIalll ¥ HanpaBuJica K 3aiy Tauxa. Cs0 Oy-113kl
CJlefloBaJl 3a HUM, HO, He IPOW[S U HECKOJIPKUX IIaroB, YCIIBIIIA HOBLIM IIPHKa3:

— Vxe mo3mHo, pa3dyauTe KaHIyIEpa.
— IIa, — Csio0 ®y-11361 OpOCHTT B3TJISAM Ha BeIpaXkKeHue uila Bamero BenuuecTBa U TUXO BEPHYJICS.

Lluns IO mpoBesn pyKoi 10 CBUTKY, IS Ha 1300pakeHHOT0 Ha HEM 4eJloBeKa. BHe3amHo Bo
BHEIIIHEM 3aJle Pa3fajluch IIary, ¥ OH OBICTPO CIIPSATal CBUTOK B IOTalHOE OTAENIeHUe.

— Bepnyncs, — Luns 0 cupen B Kpecre.

— OtoT Baii, — JIluubs Baub(oH, CHEUMas IIJIall, CKa3asl eMy. — BopoTa [BOpIla y2Ke 3aKPHITHL, a THI
maxke He 0eCIOKOULILCA 000 MHE.

— IloToMy 4TO 4 3HAlO, THe THl ¥ YTO Jejaellb.

— INpaBpa? — JIueb Baub(aH cen pamoM, CMOTPS Ha HETO C YXMBIJIKOM. — MHe KaXeTCs, Thl BPelllb.
— Bce B [TopHeb6ecHO# B Moux pykax, — LluHb FOi TKHYII €T0 B IroJIoBY. — BepHIIb TH WU HET.
Xe-xe... JIuab BaHb(3H 3acMesisicsa, 3aTeM BAPYT CeJl K HeMy Ha KOJIEHH.

— Bamre BennyecTBo, 9TO B Balllux pykKax?

— HemokopHBI#, 5T 0eWCTBUTENIBHO He 0XKuAal 3Toro, — Llune KO# ¢ ynbiOKoi MoCMOTpPes Ha HeTo.

Xa-xa... Jlurb BaubdaH eire 60JIbIle pacCcMesinics, MOTHSIT ero TOI0OBY ¥ BHUMATEIFHO PACCMOTPET,
3aTeM BIPYT IOIENIOBas ero B mog6oponok. Luas KO¥ yIuBUIICS ¥ CTPAHHO TOCMOTPENT Ha HETO.

— Otort bali, MHe BOpYT Tak IIOHpPaBUIach TBOSI 6OpOIKa.

— [Mouemy? — JIuHb Baub(aH 00HSAN €ro, mablieM Kacasich ero 60poabl, HaXMYyPHUJICS U 3amyMa’ics.
— Moxert, KaK cka3ay 9ToT LIfoii, y MEeHs 4TO-TO He TakK?

— 9ro Benuuue ChiHa Heba! — Llunp KO# cepOuTo MOCMOTpPeN Ha HEeTo U HAIIPAaBUIICS B CIIANTbHIO. —
TrI, IApIIKMBEI], HUYETo He IOHUMaellb.



— Benuuue, Benuuune, — JIunb BanbGhaH mobexkan 3a HUM, IepxKa ero 3a pyky. — Baime BenuuecTso,
He CepOUTECH, 5 IPefIoxy cebsi, Xopoio?

— JlapHO, XBaTUT OAypauuThest, — Lluab FOi MATKO OCTAHOBUII €r0. — YKe [T03[HO, [T0pa CIaTh.
— INouenyu mMens.

Hunp FO# ve ppurarncs, JIuabs Baubdan momHsin 6poBb, CTOS Ha MECTe, ero HaMepeHue OBIII0
oueBunHO. Crerka HakIoOHUBLINCE, LIuHb KOi OpICTPO KOCHYJICS ero rybamu, 3aTeM OLICTPO yIIes.

— Jloxwuce crats.
— Bame BennuecTBo, moyeMy BBl TaKOU TPYC!
— Jloxwucs cratsb.

B cnanbHe HMIIEPATOP CMOTPEI Ha II0JIOT KPOBATH, €r0 CTapoe cepaie OellleHO KOJIOTUIIOCh, U OH
BOpPOYaJiCA BCIO HOYb, M3-3a YE€T0 Ha YTPEHHEM COBETE €1Ba MOT IIOHATH, O YEM IIJIa PeYb.

B NmnepaTopckoi neyebuutie bait FOHBGSH TOMBKO 4TO BhIIIEN, Kak yBunen Lunb KOs, KoTophI
WICKaJl ero.

— Jly LlyH Haten 10ToC ¥ GLICTPO HOCTABUII ETO.

— OTBenu MeHs TOCMOTpPeTh, — bait FOHB()# ¢ pagoCThio CXBATUII €T0 3a PYKY.

B komuare Lunap FO# mepzkan damky 4ast ¥ cka3an bait FOubda10:

— Hy kak?

Bait FOub(h9i1 HaxMypUIICs, TIAAS Ha CHEKHBIN JI0TOC B KOPpOOKe, U IOCJe AOJITOr0 MOJTYaHus CKa3all:
— IToxozke, HO 3TO HE OH.

— Ax, — unb KO# cimerka pa3oyapoBaHHO MTOAHST OPOBb.
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