— CraTth popHel ToXKe 3HAYUT CTaTh OJIU3KUM.

— Ilowern BoH!

[TpocmaTpuBas moknapn, Luas FOu BOpyr npousHec:
— Cso Xyaii, IyTKY IMIyTKaMu, HO 3TO BCe ke abcypa.

— Yro 3meck abcypaHoro? Trl pa3Be He BUOEN, KaK KTO-TO caM OpocaeTcs B 00bsaTus? MHe OBl TaKOT0
XOTEJIOCh, fla He mony4aeTcs! — 6e33a60THO 60iTan MoJIofoM rocrnoauH Liod.

Hunsp FO# mokayas rojioBoy, He XkKejas CIIOPUTH C JIETKOMBICTIeHHBIM Llou @suxy3eM, U,
OIIYCTUBIINCH Ha CTYJI, TUXO CKa3all:

— OTtMeHa pelrieHus 00 YCTaHOBIIEHUY UMITePATPHUIILI BhI3Bajla MHOXKECTBO HEJJOBOJILCTB IIPH OBOPE.
9TO Henb3s1 UTHOPUPOBaTh. ECNK cuTyauus He pa3peIuTcs, paHO UK MO3MHO. ..

— Bemmiit [lectoit ['ociogus, — Lot ®3HXY3#, 0TOPOCKB LIYTKHU, CJIETKA CEPhe3HO ITPOU3HEC, — TEHI
HU B KOeM CJIy4yae He JOJIXKEeH CHOBa IIOOHUMATh BOIIPOC O ITOMCKEe Madyexy [Jisf 3TOr0 INapIIuBIa.
ViHade OH JelCTBUTENIBHO COXKIKET TBOM MMIepaTopcKuil aBopel U yTaHeT Tebs ¢ co00M B MOTHUITY.

— 4 3Hato, — Lune FO# HaxMypucs, T7Sas Ha Hero. — f He co6UpaloCh 0TKA3LIBAaTHCS OT CBOUX
cmoB. Ho aTa uctopus ¢ HeOeCHEIM 3HaMeHHEM BCe XKe Hejela. B TOT meHb Bo OBOPIlE OBINIO TaK
MHOT0 Jtofieli. Tl IeHCTBUTENBHO JyMaelllb, YTO HUKTO 00 3TOM He 3HaeT? f 6010Ch, YTO OTHAKIbI
3Ty ciyxu nagyT Ha Cso ®3Ha.

— Th GOI/IH.IBCH, 4YTO OH ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO CTaHeT HpPI‘-IPIHOfI 6eJICTBI/I${?

— C mpeBHUX BPEMEH 3TOT UMIIEPATOPCKUYM TOPOA HUKOTHA He OBLT J0Op K TEM, KTO CIIMIIKOM
KpacuB. FiMIepaTopsl HUKOTIa He TIPOSIBIISIIN K HUM 0C0060# 671ar0CKJIOHHOCTH, UHAYE 3TO
Hen30exXHO MPUBOAUIIO K KaTacTpode. Korga MeHst He CTaHET, OH CTaHET XKEePTBOH.

L[IOI:I QSHXYSfI HaXMYPHJICSA, 9YBCTBYA, YTO HE MOXKET IIPUHATH CTOJIb TAXKEJIbie MBICIIN, U, B3TJIAHYB
Ha Hero, CKa3all:

— B03MOXKHO, T CIMIIKOM MHOTO OyMaellb.
Huns FO# mocMOTpen Ha Hero, MOJOIIeN K OKHY U ITPOU3HEC:

— B Hapope mo06sT pacCcKa3blBaTh O IPeIaHHOCTH uMneparopa Yxkao. Ho 3HaeIb U TH, 4TO
CIIYYHUIIOCH C €ro TIOUMEIM T'OCIIOTUHOM Y3HOM?

Momnopo# rociogus 1o¥ He cTas crpamuBaTh ganbiie. OH HUKOTIa He 00U CIyInaTh OH00HEIE
mevaabHbIe HCTOPUH.

— Kak Tonpko uMmnepaTop LI3uH B30II€es Ha IIPeCcTo1, BCe IPU ABOPE Havyalu NucaTh eMy JOKJIadk,
yTBepXK/asi, YTO rOCIOAUH YsH — npuymnHa 6eICTBUU, YTO OH COMI UMIIepaTopa C My TH.
BposcTByoas uMiepaTpula YxKaoxysil oTipaBuia rocnoguta UYsHa B [IBOPLIOBYIO TIOPEMY, T'IE OH,
He BbIIepKaB YHUKEHUY, TOKOHUUII ¢ co00M. BIOBCTByIOIMas nMIepaTpulia u3fana ykas, 00bsIBUB,
YTO IOCIIONXH Y3H He NOCTOUH OBITH IIOXOPOHEHHBIM B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ycrnanbHuIe. Ero npocto
IIOXOPOHUIM Ha CEBEPHOU OKpauHe, 3allpeTUB CEMbE II0CEIIATh er0 MOTUIY.

— 3JT0... 3TO CIIUIIKOM KeCTOKO, — npou3sHec Lioi ®3HXysii, KOTOPHIY CNBIIIal 0T BaH Opa UCTOpPHUIO
uMIlepaTopa YKao ¥ rocrnoguHa UYsHa, TporaTeIbHYI0 U IeYaibHYIo.



WmmepaTtop YKao mosrue romsl 00U ChiHa KiaHa K09, HO ObINT BEIHYKIEH XKeHUThCS Ha
MMIIepaTPUIe ¥ POAUTH HacmegHuKa. OgHAKO mMociie 3Toro uMnepaTtop Yxkao Gonblie He Opa
HaJI0KHUII, ¥ ¥ HETO OBITT TOIBKO OOWH ChIH — uMIepatop LI3uH, GornbIie geTew He GBIIO.

— U ato eme He Bce, — Llunb 0 noBepHycs K HeMy. — M3-3a 3Toro kiaH KO3 uyTh He GBI
yan4ToXkKeH. OTell u OpaThs rocrmonrHa YsHa Oblyivn 0OBUHEHH B IIPECTYIIEHUSX, KTO-TO IIOTUO0, KTO-
TO OB cociaH. Ha mpoTszKeHun BCeTo MpaBieHus uMmnepaTtopa LI3uH kimax KO3 He cMmor
BOCCTAHOBUTHCS. TOBKO BO BpeMeHa MO€ero OTIla OHU CHOBa IIOJHSIMCE, HO C TeX IIOp OHU OoJbllle He
CMEJTU BMEIIUBATLCS B MTOJIUTHUKY.

— Cso Xyait, — Lunp FOii crierka omyCcTHI TON0BY, ero OPOBU CBEHEHH OT TSAKECTH MBICTel. —
[aXke He CPaBHIOCh C UMIIepaTOpoM YKao, KOTOPHEIY CMOT 3a00TUTLCA 0 HEM Tak foaro. Csgo ®3n
TOXKe He T0X0XK Ha roCrofnHa YsHa, OH He IOHUMaeT, HAaCKOJIBKO XKEeCTOK 3TOT MHUD.

[0 ®3HXY3M TOXKE HAXMYPHUIICA ¥, IOMOJT4YaB, CKa3an:

— PasBe ToT repoii He neuyun Teb6s? Bo3aMoxKHO, CKOPO BCe HaagUTCH.

— Ho 3T0 fomXKHO cTaTh peanbHOCThIO. A cerddac... XM... He PaHo ¥ PafioBaThCs?

Mornogou rocrnogus Lol Kpenko HaXMypPHUJICS, €r0 JIULO0 UCKAa3UJIOCh B Pa3fAyMbsiX, U BOPYT OH BCTAJl:
— Benmiit [llecToit 'ocmoguH, CKaxkKu MHE, HPABUTCS JIK OH Te0e?

Korpa xu3Hb Ha Ucxofe, 3a4eM AyMaTh O CTOJIbKUX Belax? YelloBeK ellle He yMeD, a TH yXKe
nyMaelrb o ToM, 4To OyzmeT nocne. He ycran nu T1? Monopno# rocrogus LIioi, BEIXO#eI] U3 IPOCTOT0
Hapoja, He MOT IOHATh, KakK beneiit [IlecToi ['oCcrIONKH Tak CIIOKOMHO ¥ XJIaflHOKPOBHO IIPUHUMAET
BCE 3TO.

— CriH Heba He TOBOPUT O CHMITATHSIX.

— A Benniu Illectou?

Iunsp FO# cHOBa cesl 3a CTOJI, B34J1 JOKJIa[ U PaBHOAYILIHO IPOU3HEC:
— Benni [llecToit 'ocioguH... 3TO ¢aiblIvBKa.

— 4 He Bepio, — Lloit ®3HXY3U IOCMOTPEN Ha HETO C CEPhE3HBIM U CTPOTUM BHIpaKeHUeM. — f He
BEPIO, UTO 3[IeCh HET UCKPEHHUX YYBCTB. U 5 He Bepio, uTO TH mpocTo CriH Heba.

On nomuun, Kak bensiit [llectoit ['0CIIOOWH ITOKOPHO CTOSJ Ha KOJEHIX Mepeq ABOPILIOM, KaK OH
chancd B neiepe. Eciy 4enoBeK MOXKeT TaK OCTOPOKHO XPaHUTh CBOU UCTUHHBIE YyBCTBa, TO OH HE
pocTo 6eCYyBCTBEHHBIN UMITepPaTop, HO U TOT benwiii [llecToit I'ocmiomuH, KOTOPOTO OH 3HA.

Anpb 1I35IMO BEpHYJICS U3 Ka3€HHOU MajiaThl C Mpa4yHbIM JULoM. Jlerkun ynpek Ero BenuuecTta B
3ane KOumoy, kazanoch Obl, He UMes GOIBIIOTO 3HAUEHHUS [IJIS TPeCTUkKa KjlaHa AHb, HO OH
noHuMaJ, 4To Ero BennyecTBo CKOpO yiiieT U3 XKU3HHU, ¥, BEPOSITHO, HAYHETCS ype3aHue BIacTH.

— I'me LI3bIu? — CIPOCHI OH.
YrpaBnswmuy psgoM Clierka MoKJIOHUIICS:

— BTopoit Monomo¥ rocioguH B 6ecenke B 3aJHEM cafy.



— 3X... He 3Hal0, YTO C HUM IIPOMCXOOUT, — Anp LI3pIMO TTOKa4aJ roJIOBOM 1 HalIPpAaBUJICA B 3a0HUN
Caf.

3amHuM can pe3ugeHnuyr AHb COXPAHSIT BeIMYECTBEHHOCTh CEBEePHBIX apUCTOKPATUYECKUX CeMel, B
OTJINYME OT TeX, KTO B CTOJIHUIIE MTPEANIOYUTAIT Cafbl B CTUJIE ora. AHb LI3bIIM CHUIeN B IepPeBIHHOM
feceqke, yCTPEMUB B3TJISM B OOHY TOUKY.

— L3eiiu, — AHB L[3BIMO ITOZOIIEN U CIIPOCHUIT:

— Ha 4To0 cMoTpuIIL?

— Hu Ha 4T0, — AHB LI3BII[M OYHYJICA U CIIPOCUIL:
— [MToueMy cTapiuii 6paT BEpHYJICS TaK MO3THO?

— IIa, renepana Boctounoro mopst 06BuHUNM, ¥ Ero BenuyuecTBo cpenan eMy BHTOBOP, — AHB
LI3bIMO CeJ PSOoM |, TTISIAs Ha Hero, HoOaBui:

— 4 He BoBpeMd mopan moknam, u Ero BennyecTBo ToXKe cuenan MHE 3aMedaHue.
— Ero BenuuecTBO 04eHb PaCCEPaUIC?
Anp 1I35IMO He 3HaJl, KaK OTBETUTH, U, OTBEPHYBIIUCH, CKa3all:

— TrI XO0TEN OCTAThCS B CTONHUILE, U Teepb oCcTancsd. Tel KTO? YBaxKaeMbld MapKu3 AHbAVH,
TOJIb3yIoIKiics qoBepueM Ero BenuuecTtBa. Trl 601bIlle HE MOXKEIIb HATMBATHCS U OIPATHCS HA
Meuax. MHaue... B o611eM, s IpegBuKy, YTO IIPU JBOPE CHOBA HAYHYTCS IepeMeHbl. HaM, KnaHy AHb,
mydiire OBITh OCTOPOKHBIMHU.

Ecnu Ero BenmuyecTBo HayHET ype3aTh BlIaCTh T€HEPasioB, KjlaH AHb OKaXKeTCs Ha IepeioBoi. X0Ts
Ero BennyecTBO, yYUTEIBAs €ro YyBCTBa K LI3bIIM, HE CTaHET YHUYTOXKATh KilaH AHb, AHb [I35IMO
IIOHKMaJI, YTO JIyullle OCTaBaThCs B TEHU.

— 9T0 OBIJT HECYACTHHIN CIy4al, cTapinuii 6paT He HOJIKEeH ITOCTOSTHHO HAallOMKAHAThL 00 3TOM, — AHb
LI3wI1IK cllerKa pa3fpazkKeHHO HaXMYyPUJICS.

C Tex nop kak Ero BenuuecTBo u3nan ykas 00 yCTaHOBIIEHUM UMIIepaTPHUIlEl, AHb LI3LIIK cTal BeCTH
cebst ctpaHHO. Kakoit TaM HeCUaCTHBIY city4dali, AHb [I35IMO ITOKa4asl T'OJI0BOM, He CTall pa300jadyaTth
€ro, HO Ipeqynpenu:

— Bborneiiie He COBeleafI TaKHX IIOCTYIIKOB, KaK IIOIIEITKA BOPBATHECSA BO OBOPEII. Wnaue, ecnu Ero
BenuuecTBo Pa3rHeBaeTCd, Thl MO2KEIIb JIMIINUTLECA KU3HHU.

— 81... — Anb LI3BIIM ClIeTKa Pa303JIUIICs, — MOHSIL.
OH noknoHumcs AHb 1I36IMO U, He XKeJas TPON0NIZKATh Pa3roBop, OBICTPO YIIE.

9x... rmymbsil 6pat. d Torga npepsaran Tede BepHYThCS B 001acTh baiiuxkoy, HO Thl OTKa3ascCs.
Temneps TH 3meck, Habmogas 3a ceagbOoi Ero BenmuuecTBa. Eciu O He moXKap, IPepPBaBIIUM 3TO
cobwiTHE, TH OBI, HABEPHOE, CTPaHal eile OOJIbIIe.

Bo aBope AHB ]_[3BII_II/I CHOBa 3aCTHhIII II0N, apKOﬂ, IIOTPY3UBIIMCH B CBOM MEICJIH.

B TOT meHb HECKOIIBKO mMOoBeC o0cyxkaanu cBags0y Ero BenuuecTBa. OH BBITUIT HECKOJIBKO YallleK



BHHAQ, 9YYBCTBYA ce0st HeJIOBKO, U C6p0CI/IJ'I ux ¢ 6aJKOHa, ITOCjIe Yero Havajaach apaka.

OH CMyTHO IIOMHUJI, YTO KTO-TO CIIac ero u yBesl. AHb 113b11iu TOMHUTI, 4TO 3T0 O8I Ero Benuyectso,
KOTOPBI OCTAQHOBUJI €r0 Oe3yMHbIe [elCTBUS, O0HSII er0 U 0TBE3 B TOCTUHHUILY.

OH Takke noMHUJ, Kak Ero BenuuecTso, IIPUAKABIINCE K HEMY, MATKO U HE2KHO CKa3all: «He
HpI/I‘-II/IHHﬂ €My Bpema». On HUKOrOa He Bupgen Ero BennuyecTBa TakKUM MATKHAM U I[O6pI:IM, " OH
OCMEJIUJICA IIOLEJIOBATE €TI0, HAaPYIIUB BCE IIPUJIMYIN . Ero BenuuecTBO HE paccepauiiCs, KaK PaHbIIIE.

[TpUKOCHYBIIUCE K YTONKY I'y0, AHb LI3BIIIM TOMHUI TOT XOJIOOHBIM IOLETYH, CMEIIaHHBIH C JIETKUM
BKYCOM KpOBHU. B TOT meHb B roctunuile Ero BenuuecTBo ObII MPOCTEIM U OPYXKeETIOOHKM, 663
OOBIYHOM XOJIOMHOM BEKJIMBOCTH, KOTOPAs COMMPOBOXKIala uX BCTpeun. Kasanock, Bce, 0 4eM OH
MeuTas, COLLIOCH.

Ho korma oH mputien B ce0si, B TOCTUHUIIE OBIT TOIBKO OH OfUH. II03TOMY OH OTIIPABUJICS B
3anaHblii MapK, YTOOH IOIPOCUTh ayOUeHIIUH, HO...

[Touemy? Heyzxkenu Bce 9T0 OBLIO U ero 6e3yMHBIM cHOM? OH crpamuBan JIu XaHs, ¥ TOT CKa3all,
yto Ero BenuuecTBo maBHO ObUI B 3amagHOM ITapke XU He BULET €ro. A cliyra U3 TOCTUHULE TOXKe
CKa3aJl, 4To He BUJIeJl TaKOr'0 YeJloBeKa.

— Bo3MO0XHO, 3TO JelicTBUTENbHO He Bl. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO BCETO JIUIIL MOM 0€3yMHBIHM COH, — AHb
LI3BI1I TOPBHKO YCMEXHYJICS U BOIIEJ BHYTPE.

Ecnu 310 OB BEI, modyeMy B yiiiny, 103BOJIMB MHE IIOYYBCTBOBATh Ballly HE3KHOCTD?
3an Tauxa

B To xe Bpemsi, B ToM ke MecTe. K cuacTrio, JIluHb Baub(})aH He ObIT OOeT B TOHKHUH XajaT, HHade
MMIIepaTop, HECOMHEHHO, Pa3BepHYJICsS Obl U yOexKarl.

— Yro TH omsTH 3amyMan? — crupocun Liuas FO#t 6e3 ocoboro sHTy3uasMa.

— Kaxkoiu Ton! — JIlunbs BaHb(aH nmogomuren K HeMy U CKa3al:

— 4 npuen cnath ¢ TOOOH.

WmmepaTop OTIIATHYJICS Ha IOJIIIara, HaXMypPHUBIIHUCh:

— T5I X04ellb CBECTU MEHSI B MOTHUILY?

— Yro THI TaK BOIHYyeIbCsA? — JIuHb BaHb()3H CKOCUI Ha HETO B3I U, HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, CKa3al:

— 4 He cka3zail, uTo 6yny cnath ¢ ToO0M B OHOM KPOBaTH.

HMmepaTop KPemko cxkajl OpoBH, He TOBOPS HY ciioBa. OH IOHSJ, YTO 4eM OOJIbIe 0TBe4aeT, TeM
OosblIe pa33agopUBaeT TOTO HAPIIKBIIA.

— 4 ocmotperncs, — JIuab BaHb(3H yKa3an Ha TEIJIbIM IaBUIbOH, COEQUHEHHHIN CO CIlalbHEH, 1
cKasal:

— 3pmech TaK MHOTO MecCTa, s O6yay craTh TaM, YTOOB! 3alIuIaTh Tebs.



— Y meHs ecTb U;eJ'IBIfI 3aJI CTPAaXKXKHUKOB, Tebe He HY2KHO 0EeCIIOKOUTHCS.

— OHU 3aluIIaioT TBOI 6e30MaCHOCTE, a ... — MOJIOION rociofuH JINHb YIBIOHYTICS, TOfOIIeN K
HeMy U IIeIIOTOM CKa3al:

— 4 Oyny 3amuinath Te6s1, YTOOB HUKTO HE BOCIIOJIH30BAJICS TBOEW 01ar0CKIIOHHOCTHIO.

— Kro0 mocMeeT BOCIIO/Ib30BaThCS MOeH 61arocKiIoHHOCTEI0? — LiuHb FOU y2Ke roToB OB BCKOYUTD
OT 3JI0CTH.

— Benwiii I'epoit, KOTOPHIN KUBET psafoM. ETo 60eBble HCKYCCTBA, TBOM CTPAXKHUKHU BPS[ JIL CMOTYT
0CTaHOBUTb, — JIuHb BaHb(h3H BAPYT CXBATUII €T0 32 BOPOTHUK ¥ J0OABUIT:

— ,H,y'MaIO, ThI 1 HE 3aX04Yelllb UX OCTaHaBJINBATL.
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