— Iep3kuii! — oduilep rPOMKO KPUKHYJI, XOJIOOHO TJISAsS Ha Hero. — Takas CIemka siBHO
nomo3puTenbHa. — C 9TUMU CJI0BAaMU OH IIATHYJ BIEPEe[, CXBAaTHUJI Kpal COJIOMEHHOM IUISIIH ¥ PE3KO
COEPHYTI €e.

OkpyXKarolie ColmaTs OMHOBPEMEHHO 3aMepJid, MTHOBEHHO OIYCTHB B3TJISIAH, HE CMesI CMOTPEeTh
npsmo. Oduiiep Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aCTHIT B U3YMJIEHUH, HO, B OTJIMYHE OT CBOUX ITOMUYMHEHHHIX, OBICTPO
mpuIen B ceds.

— OKa3BIBaeTCs, 3TO MOJIOfasi TOCIoXKa, — OH BEPHYJI LAY, IOHU3UB I'0jIoCc. — ['0CIioxka, BaM
JIydlile TOCKOpee BEPHYTHLCS [IOMO#. MBI BHIIOTHSIEM UMIIEPATOPCKUM IIPUKa3, U €CIIA XOTb OUH
YeJI0BEK YCKOJIb3HET, BCE MBI IIOTEPSIEM T'OJIOBHL.

Hapes mnsany, Jluas Baubdsn ene coepxkuBan raeB. ETo CHOBa IPUHSANHY 3a OeBYLIKY! OKUHYB
B3TJISIIOM OKPYZKAIOIINX, OH MOHSJI, YTO 3TH COJIATH SBHO He OOBIYHBIE CTPaXkKH Mocefika CHUXKIHb.
B npoTuBHOM cly4yae UxX peakuus He Obista OBl CTONML OLICTPOM. [IpOpBaTHCS 3MECH HE MTOTYUUTCS.

— IIpotury mpoiieHus, — CKBO3b 3y0Okl Tp0OOPMOTaI OH, CTapasiCh CAepKaTh THEB, U OBICTPO
yOauics.

C rpoxoToM gBepb CHOBa paclaxHysack. JInHb BaHb(3H MBHIPHYI y3€1 Ha KpoBaTh. — JTOT baii!
9toT Bait! — OH HECKO/IBKO pa3 yaapua KyJIakKoM II0 IIOAYIIKE, YTOOR XOTb HEMHOT'O YHSITh SIPOCTb.

BHI#IST BO OBOP, OH YCTABUIICS B CTOPOHY CTOJIHUITH, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI KUIISTUIICS, HO BAPYT €ro r'yOnt
IPOTHYJIH, ¥ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK 00ufa 3aXJIeCTHYIa ero.

To oH ucuesaet 6e3 ciefa, ¥ HEU3BECTHO, Ky[a OH mporma. To MOSBIsSETCS HU C TOTO HU C CEro, U
HEIIOHSTHO, KOTHa OH BEPHYJICS. A Teleph, BUAUMO, OT CKYKH, YCTPOUII O67I0Kaay mocenka CUUKIHb.
9tot Baii, HeyXKeJu THL... BOoOIIe 000 MHe He OyMaelh?

ToT, KOTO OH Ha3kIBal «3TUM baeM», BEPOSITHO, HE UMEJI BDEMeHU OyMaTh 0 HeM. TOIbKO 4TO
Haka3zaB Bay 1[3uHa, UMIepaTop OCTOPOKHO M3ydall PeaKIHIo BCeX CTOPOH, YTOOBI PEIITUTh, KaK
IaJbllle BO3MEeMCTBOBAThL Ha KJIaH Baii.

— Kak obctosT mena B mocenke Cuuxkanb? — Llunb KO OTIIBLIPHYI JOKIIAM, B3rassHyB Ha JIy LlyHa.

— Bame BenuuectBo, — JIy LlyH mOo4TUTEIBHO CIOXKUI PyKU. — [Tocenok CUYXKIHb yKe
3a06JT0KMPOBAH UMIIEPATOPCKOH rBapaueii. He Tonbko CHUK9HB, HO ¥ 3allagHbIM ITPUTOPOL, CTOIHUIIEI
OKpyXkeH apMmuer FOHbaHb. Bre3[ 3amnpeleH, Bele3[ ToXe. Bce TimaTebHO IPOBEPSAETCS.

Xotst oM Mapku3a CsHa MOHeC TSXKeJble IIOTePH, CYOs 110 TOMY, KaK UMIIepaTop UIIEeT MPOIaBIINX,
3TO, BEPOSITHO, TOJILKO Ha4aso.

— XM, — Luns FO# KuBHY, 3aMeTUB KpaeM ria3a, Kak Csio ®y-113e1 ORICTPO BoIen B 3ajl. — MpuTe,
OynbTe OCMOTPHUTEIbHHEI.

— Cnyumarocs.

Cs0 ®y-113bI [OKAAJCSA, ITIOKa TOT YUAET, 3aTEM IIarHyJs BIepeq U IOKJIOHUJCSA. — Baiie BenuuecTso,
KHATUHS AHb IPOCUT ayAUEeHIINN.

Boait YxaH? Llues FOU cnerka ycCMexHyJICSI M MaxHYJl pyKou. — [IycTh BOUAET.

Csto @y-113bl yHANUIICSA U CITYCTSI HEKOTOPOEe BpeMs BEpHYJICS ¢ KHATUHeN AHb. JlecTHula J[Bopia



YxkaoBa OblyIa CIUIIKOM I[J'II/IHHOIZ, a KHATHHS OblJIa Ha OEBATOM MecCsIe 6epeMeHHOCTI/I, el OBIII0
TPYOHO JaXe XOOUTh, HEe TOBOPA yZKe 0 TOM, YTOOBI IMOOHUMATECA 110 TAKUM CTYIIEHAM.

— IIpuBetrcTByMO...

Ee HexHBIV ronoc foHeccs 0o ummnepartopa. OH MOOHS B3TJIAA, YBULAEN COCTOsIHUE Bt YK9H U Ha
MT'HOBEHUe 3aMep, 3aTeM OBICTPO CKa3al:

— Cs10 Oy-13sl!
ToT mocmentun noagepkKaTh KHIATUHIO.

— Bbrnaropapio Bame BenudecTtBo, — B3t YK3H He ocMenuiach NOJHATH TOJIOBY U IIOCIIEIIHO
BhIpa3uila 6J1arolapHOCTb.

— Cs10 Oy-113bI, TOMOTHY KHATUHE CeCTh, — npuKa3an Luas FOu, caM mogHANICA U cell Ha KOPOTKUM
O¥WBaH, IS4 Ha Hee. — Ecnu BaM Tak TPyAHO, 3a4eM BbI IPUIIIA BO ABOpeL?

Cectb Ha CTyJ OBUIO [7151 Hee HACTOSAMMM ucnbiTaHueM. OHa He MorJia faXke [IOKJIOHUTHCS B OTBET,
TOJIBKO OITyCTHJIA T'OJIOBY.

— Bamre BenuuecTBo, s mpuIia... pagu Moero Opara.
— Xwm.

Bay Yxk3H omycTUsia rojIoBy, YCTaBUBIIUCEH Ha CBOU J1afloHU. [IpOII0 HEKOTOPOEe BpeEMsI, HO
MMIIepaTop Tak u He oTBeTUs. OHa He BHIepKaa ¥ YKpagKoyu B3rJIsgHyJa Ha Hero. mmepaTop
CHULeJl HalIPOTUB, lepxKa B PyKax 4YallKy 4yas u ynebasch. Ero ynriOKa 3acTaBuila ee cepale cKaTbCs
0T CTpaxa.

— Bame BenmruecTBo, — coOpaB BCI0 CMEJIOCTh, OHA IIPOMOIXKMUIa. — Mot 6paT HelCTBUTEBLHO
HapyILIUJ 3aK0H, U ero NpecTyIjieHue HeIPOCTUTEeNNbHO. HO y MOero oTlia TOJIbKO OJUH CHIH PSIOM.
3eMJIH IISTHOB CYPOBHI, a OTeI] y2Ke B IPeKJIOHHOM Bo3pacTe. Eciu OpaT yemeT, OHM, BO3MOXKHO,
OobIlle HUKOT A He YBUASATCS. Sl 0oCMeNnuBaCh MPOCuTh Bale BemuyecTBO MOMHUIIOBATD €T0.

— Ecnu 3aK0HBI YCTaHOBJIEHBI, KaK MOXKHO UX MEHSTh I10 IIPUXOTU? ITO IIOAPHIBAET aBTOPUTET
HWwmMnepatopckoro gsopa, — orsetun Llunp FOu.

— Mot 6paT IPOCTO IOCTYNIX OIIPOMETYHBO. ..

— OnpomeTuuBo? — LIuab KO pe3ko mpepsan ee, X0JIOOHO B3TIsAHYB. — CaMOBOJIbHOE OCTaBIIEHUE
II0CTa B apMUU KapaeTcs CMEePTHOM Ka3Hbio. Bait LI3uH He TonmbKo Oexkan u3 ropoga KyHb4usH, HO U
OTKa3aJICs TOBOPUTH Ha J0IPOCe, IPOSIBUB HETIOYTEHNUE K CBAILIEHHOU Bojie. bonee Toro, 'y JIau

HallleJl MMChMO, CBUIETEILCTBYIOIIEE O CBSI3SX C ITHAMM. M TH Ha3bIBaelllb 3TO OIIPOMETYUBOCTHIO?

Ha n6y Ba#t UxkoH BeicTynuI oT. OHa CMOTpPesia Ha Hero ¢ MoJIb00M.

— Moii Opar ette Mosnop, npoury Barie BenuuecTBo NoaguTh €r0 B 3TOT Pa3. BcrioMHUTE... — 0Ha
cxara 3y0bl ¥ pofmonKuia. — BemomuuTe 0 Cso.

— Harnocts! — Luss FOU yoapun o cTony, riasggd Ha Hee. — Thl CMeelllb IPOU3HOCUTh UMS
IIOKOWHOM MMIIePaTPUIILI?

— 4 mep3Hyna, Ho, Baire BenuuecTBo, MOKo#Has uMIepaTpuila Oblia 04eHb 0/113Ka ¢ MOUM GpPaToM.



Ecmnu 65l OHa Y3HaJIa, 94TO €r0 OTIIPAaBIAIOT B CCHIJIKY, OHa OBl OTIEYaJTAIIACh.

— Tot ucnionb3yetnb Bait Cs, 4TOOH IIaHTakKKUpoBaTh MeHA? — Llunab FO# npunogHsn 6poBb, OTBOMS
B3rJIaf. — Bau L[3uH HapylIusa BOEHHBIY YCTaB U IOO03PEeBaeTCs B CBA3SX C LTHAMU. 4 TOJIBKO U3
yBaxkeHUs K Bait Cs momagun ero xXu3Hb. B IPOTUBHOM Clly4ae IocTpafiaia Okl He TONBKO OH, HO U
BCS Ballla CeMbs. Tak 4To... He IePeX0IU I'PaHULIEL.

— Bamme BenuuecTtso...

— Boit Yxko9H, 3Haelns 1u T, 4To Takoe ChiH Heb6a? — [Iunb FO# BCTas, 3al0XKUB PYKH 3a CIIUHY. —
Mou cnoBa — 3TO CBSIIIEHHBIN YKa3. ECTM ThI OCMENMHINLCS OCIYIIATLCS, 9TO OYOeT MITEeKOM. YXOMH.

JTuro Bait YxkoH nobesneno. OHa ¢ TPYOOM MOMHSIIACk, OMUPASCh Ha MOATOKOTHUKH.
— Boaut YK9H OTKIaHUBAETCH.

Luup KO# cTosin 60KOM K Hell, He roBops HU cioBa. Csio Oy-113kl mofo1IesN, 4YTOOH IogAepKaTh
KHSTHUHIO, U OCTOPOKHO TOBETI ee K Bhixoay. Ho efBa OHU OOCTUT/IM OBEPHU, KHATUHS BCKPUKHYIA OT
00J1H.

— Yro cimyuunock? — Liueb FOii pe3ko o6epHYJCs, CHenaB IIar BIepes.

— Bame BenuuectBo, — Cs10 @y-113Bl 30 BCeX CUI OAAepxKuBal ee. — KHATUHSA AHB... TOX0XKe,
poXaer.

— Poxaer... — MMnepaTop Ha MIHOBeHUE 3aMep, 3aTEM 3aKpryall B CTOPOHY ABepu. — [lo3oBuUTe
Yxyn Cuna!

B 60K0BOM 3aJie IBOPIIOBEIE CIIYTM CHOBA/M C Ta3aMu Bopabl. Lluue FO# cupmen B rimaBHOM 3alie,
HabT0mast 3a CyeTSIUMUCS JIIOOBMHU, eT0 OPOBU HAXMYPHIIUCH.

— Cs0 ®y-113b, — OH BHILIET Ha IBOPIIOBYIO rajepelo, s B CTOPoHy. — Kak mena?
— Iloka... He 3Hal0, HO UMIIEPATOPCKUY JTeKaph YXKYyH CKa3aJl, YTO XKU3HU HAYETo He YyIPoxkKaeT.
— Yreit xku3un? — LHuup KO noHU3UI romoc.

Cs10 ®y-113B1 B3OPOTHYJI, OIIYCTUB I'0OJIOBY, HE 3Has, 4YTO OTBeTUTh. LluHb FOU B3TJISIHYI Ha HETO, 3aTEM
CHOBa IIepeBeJI B3IJIAM Ha CYeTSAIIUXCSA CIIYT, ero JIULO CTalo MpadHee.

— Va-a-a...

IeTckuiy nnay pasHeccs mo 3anaM. Llunap FOit Haxmypuiics. Boaneke Kk Hemy nog0ezkana ClyXKaHKa U
yIaja Ha KOJIeHH.

— Ilo3ppasnsiem Bauie BenuuyectBo! KHarvusa AHb poguiia CelHa. Y KHA35 AHS TEllepb eCTh
HaCJIeJHUK.

JIumo uMreparopa u3MeHunoch. Csio Oy-11361, 3aMEeTUB 3TO, TYT 3Ke OPOCUI CTPOTUM B3I Ha
CIIy2KaHKY, 4TOOHI Ta He 00JITana JIUITHETO.

— I'me ou? — Iluns 01, opaBUBIINCE, CIIPOCUI. — [IprHECHTe eTo MHeE.

— Crymaoch, — ciyKaHKa ObICTPO yHanuiacs.



— Csi0 Oy-ussl, — Luns FO#, rasaas Ha ee yoansomyocs GUrypy, u3MeHuncs B jauile. — [1030Bu
Yxyn CuHa.

— Crymatock, — Cs10 @y-11351 TOXKE OGBICTPO YIIE]L.

B rmasHOM 3ase [IBopiia YxkaoBa KopMuUiInla ¢ MIafeHIleM Ha pyKaX, Cllefys 3a IBOPLIOBEIMU
cliyramMu, OCTOPO2KHO BOIIIIa B 3al.

— HpOCTaH XKEeHINVHa ITPUBETCTBYET Bairie BenuuecTBo, — KOPMUJIAIIA OITYCTHUIIACh Ha KOJIEHH.

Luup KO# cugen Ha KOPOTKOM [iMBaHe, T Ha pebeHKa, 3aBepHYTOro B ofiesiyio. OH He MoT
pasTigmeTs ero Kak cienyet. [IomHSIBIINCE, OH MOAOIIEN K HEX U CJieTKa HaKJIOHUJICS, IPOTSHYB

PYKH.

— [lait mHe peOeHKa.

Kopmunuiia, yCTaBUBIINCEH Ha 30JI0TYIO BHIIIMBKY [paKOHa Ha ero ofexfe, MofHsIa pebeHKa 1
Me[JIeHHO IIepefaja ero UMIepaTopy.

HoBopoxXeHHHIH ellle He OTKPHUI I'jla3a, ero Koxka Obljia KpacHOU U cMopiineHHo#. Lluas FO# BnepBhie
yBUEN TaKoe U CJIerKa HaXMypHUJICS, HO IIOTOM HEBOJIbHO yNILIOHYIICS. HaKTOHUBIINCE, OH B35
MJIafieHIla Ha PyKu. PeGeHOK, 3aBepHYTHIY B 0J€5710, BUAUMO, YCTal 3a 3TOT AeHb U TeNeph CIa
CIIOKOMHO.

Xe-xe... Llunb Ot HeBOIBHO YIBIOHYIICS, HO HUKTO 3TOTO HEe 3aMEeTHII.

— Bame BenuuectBo, — BApyT pa3gacs rojioc Csao Oy-13sl. — MnepaTopckuil 1ekaps YKyH
TPUOBL.

— XM? — PeGeHOK B ero pykax mouieBesuncs. [{uus 0 00epHyICsS K HEMY ¥ JOJITO MOTYall.

B 3ane BOIIapHUJIaCh TUIIIHHA. I/IMr[epaTop, AJePpXKa Ha PYKaX CblHA KHA34g AHS, MeIJIeHHO
IIPOXaXKMBAJICs. Cs0 (Dy-U;SBI, OIIYCTHB I'OJIOBY, HE CM€JI HaPYIINUTh TUIINHY.

— Cs10 Oy-113HI.

BHe3amHbIN I0JI0C ©UMITepaTopa 3aCTaBUI 000UX B3IPOTHYTh.

— Bame BenuuecTso.

— OtnpaBb YxkyH CuHa 00paTHO. MHe 00JIbIlle HUYero He HYyKHO.

Hunsp FO# B3rNsSHY Ha MaJIeHbKOE KpacHOe CYyIeCTBO, €Tr0 JIMI0 CHOBa CTaJio0 CIOKOMHBIM. OH clierka
HAKJIOHWJICS, TTepefaBasi pebeHKa KOPMUTIUIIE.

— Xopoimo 3a00ThTECH O HEM.
— Cnyuacs.

Kopmunuia u Csio ®y-11361 MefijIeHHO yaanunuck. Liwas FO# cTOSIN y OBepH, IIsAas HAa HUX, ¥ Ha
MT'HOBEHHe ero B3TJIAN CTall MArde.

IOuTs, s xouy, 4TOOBI TH BRIKMII. HO 1leHa, BO3MOXKHO, OymeT myist Te0sT CIIMIIKOM BHICOKOM. K
CYaCThIO, K TOMY BpeMeHHU, KOTHa THl Y3HAelllb TPaBAy, MeHs yxe He GymeT.



CeHTs0ph B ropofe LI3ssHbe — caMoe IpUATHOE BpeMs rofa. Ha peke fAHnaHb mponBeTaeT OU3HEC C
JIOJKaMU-pPecTopaHaMHy, KYIIIEL C CeBepa U ora C YA0BOJIbCTBUEM IIPUE3XAaloT CIoAa. 3a [oCcIeqHue
[Ba Mecslla IleHbl Ha BUHO B I'OPOe 3HaYUTEeJIbHO BEIPOCIIN.
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