— Ou! — BaH 9p ymuBHIICS, HO CpeaTHPOBasl MTHOBEHHO, YKJIOHUBIIKCh U CXBATHB 3allsICThe
IPOTHBHUKA. [I0BEPHYBIINCE, OH 0KA3aJICS 3a CIHHOM HallafaBIIero ¥ TOYEYHHIM yIapoOM
3a0JI0KMPOBAJI €T0 OBHXKEHHE.

— [MneMsSHHUYEK, 9TO TH y IIECTOT0 TocmonuHa bas Hayuuncs? — Ban 9p ¢ yaeI0K0M TOBEPHYIICS K
HeMy. — Ho MacTepcTBO y Te0s elle xpoMaeT!

JIuub Baub()3H, CKPHIBABIIUICS 3a 3aHABECKOM, ITIOKPACHEIT OT CMYIIeHUusI. BHyTpeHHe OH GBI
IIOpakeH: X035IMH BaH, Ka3aBUIMNCS TAaKUM IIPOCTOBATHIM, OKA3aJICsl BeCbMa UCKYCHBIM B 60EBBIX
MCKYCCTBax U Jaxke BJlafie]l TEXHUKOM TOYEYHOT0 yAapa, YTo ObIJIO He TaK YK IIPOCTO.

— {1 Xouy yuTH, 3a4eM THl MEHS 3a[epPKUBaelllb?
— Kyna T8I cobpancs?

— 9T0... He TBoe Heno. — JIuHb Baub(aH 4yBCcTBOBas ce6st KpaiiHe HEJIOBKO, YIIPSIMO OTKa3hIBasCh
0TBEYaTh.

Basu 3p, B oTNIM4Me OT 1IeCTOro rocnofauHa bad, okasasncs Kyna 6ornee TepnenuBsM. He 3715cs, 0H €
YTIBIOKOM IIPOU3HEC:

— IIneMsiHHKUYEK, XOTs ObI CKAXK¥, KyOa Thl UAellb. Tel BeOb He MOXKeIllb IIPOCTO TaK YHTH, He
npenynpenus. [laxe ecnu 51 Tebe He POACTBEHHUK, Pa3Be Te, KTo 0 Tebe 3a00TuTCs, He OymyT
BOJTHOBAThCS?

ITH cnoBa 3acTaBunu JInHb BaHb(h3HA BCIOMHUTE 0 0€30TBETCTBEHHOM «3TOM bae», u ero
pa3ppaxkeHne HEMHOTO YJIEerjoCh.

— ¢ x04y BepHYThCA B 110CeI0K CUYKIHB, — TUXO IPOU3HEC OH.
— [MlecTout rocioguH bau BepHysca? — yousuics BaH Jp.

— Het. — Ton Jluns Baub(haoHa CHOBa CTal pa3fpaXkeHHEIM. — [IpOCTO 1 X04y BepHYTLCA. X035UH
BaH, He 6eCIIOKOMCS, ST TaM IIPOKUII JOJITOe BPEeMSsI, CO MHOM HHYETro He CIy4yuTcs. Eciau 94To-To
IIPOU30UMAET, 51 00513aTEIbHO aM Tebe 3HATh.

KusHyB, Ban 9p pa30/10KMPOBa ero OBUKeHNe U CKa3all:
— 4 ormpasnio ¢ ToOoM yenoBeKa. Eciy BO3HUKHYT TPYIHOCTH, 06513aTENIbHO COOOIIN MHE.

JInabs BaHb(9H KHMBHYJ, YYBCTBYS JIETKYIO BUHY. XOTS OH ¥ HE XOTeJI IPHU3HaBaTh 9T0, HO CECTPHUIIA
XyH, Ban Op u Lo ®3uxysit u3-3a «3Toro basg» U ero oTila OTHOCUIUCH K HEMY C 0COOBIM
BHUMaHUeM. X UCKpeHHss 3a00Ta, Kak K MJaflleMy, BEI3bIBaja y HEr0 IUCKOM@OPT.

— Xo03suH Basg, crmacu60 BaM. — JIMHDb BaHb(l)SH IIOIIPABHUJI PYKAdBA U IIOYTUTEJIbHO ITIOKJIOHUIICA.
Ban 3p 3aCMedNiCsa, OMHOBPEMEHHO OTHaBad IIPUKA3 CIIYTe IOATOTOBUTH IIOBO3KY:
— [IneMsIHHUYEK, HE CTOUT EePEMOHUTECA.

[Tocenok CuuxaHb. JIaBKa Toy mo-nipeKHEMY BHITJIsAeNa onedyaTaHHOU. JIuHb Banb(hsH, oTBOpUB
BOPOTA, BoIlen Bo OBop. CTapoe epeBo B IEHTPe ABOPa MO-IPeXHEMY POCIIO, HO HECKOJIBKO
IJIETEHBIX CTY/IBEB Ba/ISITIUCh Ha 3eMJie, CO3aBasi OIylleHNe 3alyCTeHu .



BHyTpu moMa BCe 0CTaBasioCh Ha CBOMX MECTaX, IIOKPLITOE CJIOEM IIBIIH, HO He ObII0O HUKAKUX CIIE[OB
paspyuienus. JIuns BanbGhaH, cenaB HECKOIBKO IIar0B, OCTAHOBUIICS ¥ KOMHATHI IIIECTOTO
rocrnoguHa bas.

CKpUIIHYB, IBEPb OTKPHUTACh. ET0 B3I/ yan Ha YePHYIO XOJIIOBYIO OfeX Ay, OPOIIeHHYI0 Ha
KpoBaTb. Barnan JIune BansdhaHa aAporuHy.

— 39X... — OH B3[OXHYTI, ¥ Ha €To JIKlle I0sBUIach TeHb IPycTU. CeB 3a CTOJI, OH IIPOBEI MaJIblIaMH 110
YaWHOHU YalllKe, CTOSIBIIIEHN Ha CTOJIE.

— Orot bay, Korga xe Tel HAKOHELl BEPHEeIlbC?

[Tocne mo6emer apmuu CeBepPHOU IPAHMIIE OH OyMasl, YTO IIecTol rocrnonuH bai ckopo BepHeTcs. Ho
IIPOIII0O MHOT'O BpEMEHHU: KH3b AHb OTIIPABUJICS Ha H0KHBIM OCMOTD, KaHIJIEP BEPHYJICSA B CTONHUILLY, Y
KaX[0ro OB HOBOCTH, HO TOJILKO He y UMIIepaTopa.

Y «aroro Basi» xBaTaeT BpeMeHH Ha TO, YTOOHI 1aTh UMS rope U OpOOUTE Te-To, HO OH He
BO3BpAIIaeTCcs B CTONULy. [IpocTo He 3HAET, 4eM ceOsi 3aHSATE.

BuyTpenHe pyras «3toro bas», JIlunb BaubdaH BcTanm u Havasn youpath gBop. Houblio OH Jer B
KOMHaTe IIeCTOr0 rocnogrHa bas, risaasa Ha BUCEBIINY Ha CTeHe XanaT. Hempon3BOIbHO OH
YIBIOHYJICS.

— Jrot baili, Bo3Bpaialics ckopee. { ckydaio 1o Tebe, 1o 60111 B cepplie.
Oxpyr JIssHbaHb, rOpPox XyaysH.

JleTo mposeTeno He3aMeTHO, ¥ HACTYIMWII aBrycT. [Ioroma craia npoxiagHee. MMmepaTop, B
COTIPOBOXKIEHUN CBOETO J00KMMIla, HECIIEIIHO IPOTyIUBajCs 10 ynuiiaM. Co CTOPOHEI OHU BRITTISIAENTH
KaK [Ba MOJIOOBIX TOCIIOAUHA, PAa3BIEKAIINXCS BMECTeE.

— Korpma THI BEpHEIILCA?

— THI, KOTOPEIM CKUTAETCS TI0 MUPY, ellle u 00 9aToM Gecrniokoumbcs? — Lunb FO#, pa3smaxuBas
BEEPOM, CMOTPEJI II0 CTOPOHAM.

Lot ®3HXY9i, BUS €r0 MaHepPHl, C HACMEIIKOMN oaHI 6POBb:

— MHe-To BCce paBHO, HO THI Befib ©UMIIepaTop. Pa3Be Tebe He CTPAIIHO, YTO TPOH MOXKET
TIOIIATHYTHCS, €CJIY Thl OyHellb BCe BPeMsI IyTelleCTBOBATh?

— Tl myMaelb, S TaKOU XKe HUKYEMHBIH, Kak Th? — [{unb FO# npe3puTenbHO CKPUBUI T'YOHL.
— Tel... cBOMOYB! — Lltoi O3HXYSMi, He HauOd apryMEHTOB, TOJIKO BEIPyTasCs.

Panee, B ropoge CroaHbp4sH, LIecToil rocnoguH bau npecnenosan Xysub Tas. Lrou ®3HXysU He
TIOIIIeJT C HUM, TaK KaK He XOTeJI YTOMUTEJILHOTO Ty TeIeCTBUS U He ObIJI TOTOB K KeCTOKOCTSIM
BOMHEBL. BMecTo aToro oH ocrascs Ha CeBepe, 6pofs e mpumeTcs. M Temepb UMIIEPATOP IOCTOSTHHO
MIOAIIyYMBas Hafl HUM.

— Xa-xa-xa... — MmMnepaTtop ObUI B OTIMYHOM HAaCTPOEHUHU, pa3MaxuBasi BEEpOM, XOTs OBIIO 1 eMy
IEeUCTBUTEIHLHO )XKapK0 — HEU3BECTHO.

— Bamr pom, BUZEMO, COBCEM OMYCTHIICS, Pa3 THl 3aHSJT 3TOT TPOH.



— [Iroii, HA 9TOT pa3 THI IONAJI B TOUKY.
Huas FOu pe3Ko C1oXKuil Beep U yKa3all Ha BEIBECKY B IIEpPEYIIKe:

— [TaxMaTHEIM KIy0? OTO Ha3BaHKe II0X0XKe Ha Ha3BaHUE IIOCTOSIJIOTO iBopa. Heyxkenu cectpulia
XyH 3pech?

Lot ®3HXY51, pa3MBIIUILSA HaLl €70 CII0BaMHU, BEPHYJICA K PeaIbHOCTH U, B3TJIIHYB Ha BEIBECKY,
TIEPBBIM IIIATHYJT BIIEPEN:

— Torpga s moJKeH YBULETh, KaK 9Ta KeHIIMHA CTajla IPUINYHOM.

Xa-xa... MMmepaTop, HeCIelHo Iaras, mociefoBas 3a HuM. JIu XaHb, UOyLIUK c3agH, XKeCTOM Jaj
MIOHSTh CTPAXKHUKAM CJIefIoBaTh 3a HUMH.

O6a Bomutu B maxMaTHbIHM Kiy6. [Tuub KOt ocTaHOBUIICS, OCMAaTPUBAsICh, U 3aMETUII, YTO MECTO
BBEITJISIOUT JOBOJIBHO YTOHUYEHHO, 6€3 BYITapHOCTH.

— Cnyra! — o1 ®3HXy31 0CTaHOBUJI OMHOT0 U3 CIIyT. — Balll X034MH — MyXK4YKHAa UJIY XKeHIIUHA?
— O... YeM MOry II0MOYb, TOCIIOAVH?

— YT0 3HAYUT «4eM MOry momoub»? OtBevait! — I1oit ®3HXY3H, C IPUCYIIEH eMy IPy0OCThIO, CXKal
PYKY CIIyTH.

— MyxuuHa. — [loCemntHo 0TBETHUII CIIyTa.
Llroit ®auXys¥ clerka pa3o4apoBascs, HO TYT ke 1o0aBui:
— MoxeT, 3T0 MyXK CeCTpULEI XyH?

— Jlagao. — Luns FOii MaxHyI pyKOH U CeJl B OTAENbHOU KabuHKe. — ITO MECTO SBHO He CBSI3aHO C
cectpuie XyH. OHa... He TaKOT0 CTUJI.

910 OBIn0 npaBpou. Lo ®3uxysit oTBen B3rgA. Ciiyra IOJOIIeN, OIYCTUIICS Ha KOJEHU PIOM H,
packnagbiBasi HOCKY, CIIPOCHUIT:

— l'ocofia, He XejaeTe JIx 4aw?
— Ipunecute yau. — Kusnyn Lues 04, CKpeCcTUB HOTH.

— 4 He xouy yan. — Lo O3HXY3H, CIOBHO CIIeI[MalbHO IPOBOLKPYS, OCTAHOBUI CIyry. — [IpuHecu
BMHA ¥ 3aKyCKHU. EClu eCTh KTO-TO, KTO MOXKET COCTaBUTh KOMIIAHUIO, TI030BH.

9... Cniyra 3aMep, C HefoyMeHKeM TIIsAs Ha 6oraToro rocrnoauHa. Pa3se oH He yMeeT YUTaTh?

— Tet 4TO, C yMa cotren? ITO MaXMaTHHIHM KITy0, T THE, IT0-TBOEMY, Haxomuibesa? — Lluab FO#t pe3ko
yoapun Lot ®auxyas. — TH gyMaelb, 9T0 TyOIUYHEINM JoM? BHHO, 3aKyCKH, KOMIIAHHUS... TH
MTO30PHUIIb MEHS.

— Komy oxota urpats B maxmatel? — 1o ®3HXy3H, He packauBasiCh, OTBETHUIL.

OH He HEHaBU[IEJ ITaXMaThl, HO UTPas C IIEeCTHIM TOCIIOAUHOM baeM, OH HUKOTma He BLIMI'PBIBA, YTO
€ro CHUJIBHO pa3apazkaro.



— §1 mam TebGe dopy, nagHO? — MMIepaTop, MPUTBOPSISICH CKPOMHEIM, BHITTISIIENI BECbMa OBOIBHEIM
Cco0O0H.

— 4 He 6yny urpats. — I[lokaudan ronoBou Lot ®3uXYy31. — Crirpait ¢ JIu XaHeM.

Luup KO# B3rnsHyn Ha reHepasna JIu, KOTOPHIN, XMyPSICh, SBHO He TOpesl XKeJlaHUEM UTPaTh.
OCMOTpEBIIXCH, OH, TIOTEPSIB UHTEPEC, OIIePCs Ha PYKY U coOpasics yXOOUTh.

Cnyra, Bupfs, 4To OOraThii TOCIIOAWH YXOAUT, IOCIIEIIHO CKa3all:

— l'ocioguH, y HaC eCTh ONBITHEIE IIIAXMATUCTHL. ECNu X0TUTE, 1 MOTY I103BaTh OJHOTO.

— Xopomo! — uns KOit cHoBa cen. — IIpurnacu caMoro CUIbHOTO.

— OgHYy MUHYTY.

Lot ®3HXY9ii, HEIOBOIBHEIH, cell 06paTHO, GopMoUa:

— Hy u «<xoMnaHus» nOIy4unacs.

— 3atkaucsk. — Lluns I0ii, 3aMeTUB, KaK gepraeTcs yrojok pra y JIu XaHs, TUXO OLEpPHYI ero.

Yepes HEKOTOpoOe BpeMs ciyra BepHyJncsd. Lunap FOi B3rNIgHyI Ha 4esloBeKa 3a HUM, ClleTKa KUBHYT U
JKEeCTOM IIPUTJIaCUI eT0 CECTh, IiepefaB eMy YepHble ¢puirku. [llaxMaTHCT, HEMHOTO 3aMeIIKaBIIKCh,
B3I QUIIKY U CHeNan XOf.

Yepes BpeMm4...

I/IMr[epaTop XMYPHUIICA, ABHO HeJIOBOHBHLIfI. [ITaxMaTuCT HAIIPOTUB BHITTISAOE]I CMYIII€HHEBIM,
TIIOKJIOHUJICA W yIIEJI.

— 9, Balll MaXMaTHUCT... CIUIKOM cnab. — Lloit PaHXysH, IoANepeB MOA00POIOK, CKa3al CIyTe.

OH He yOUBIISAJICS, UTO IIPOUTPHIBAJI IIECTOMY ToCIiofAuHy baio, Ho Korfia TOT XBaCTaJCsl, UTO OH
JYYIIniA maxMaTucT B Mupe, Lot ®auxyait He Bepuil. Temeps ke OH 3aAyMasiCs: MOXKET, IPOCTO B
3TOM KJ1y6e Bce IITaXMaTUCTH citabnie?

Cnyra Toxe BRITJISIfIeNI CMyIIeHHBIM. [Too6eliaB MHOTOE, TeIleph OH He 3HaJl, KaK CIIaCTH JIKIIO KiTyoa:
— TocmionyH, Ballle MACTEPCTBO BHIIIE BCIKUX MOXBal. — CyX0 MPOU3HEC OH.

— [Torimem. — UMnepaTop, He HyKAasCh B JIECTH, BCTaJl. ITa UI'pa He IPUHEC/Ia HUKAKOT0
YIOBOJIBCTBUS, U TPATUTh BpeMs Ha Hee He CTOUJIO.

— l'ocniopuH, B HameM Kiy0e ecTh Ipu3. Eciu BB cMoOXKeTe 00RTIpaTh Halllero X0351Ha, BH IOIy4YUTe
ISTBAECST JISTHOB cepeOpa. — Ciyra, IBITasiCh CIACTH JIUIO Kity0a, JoOaBuIL.

— IIpaBma? — Lloit ®aHXy3M 0Ka3ascs 6onee B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM, YeM uminepartop. — IllecToi
rocnoguH baii, gaBaii mocMoTpuM. f1 X04y y3HaTh, JeCTBUTENIHHO JIU Tl TaK XOPOLI MU 3TOT KITy0
IIPOCTO CJIA0BIA.

— ITocmoTpuM. — [luub FO#, He pumaBas 3TOMy 3HAYEHHUS, TOCIIEIOBA 3a CITyTOH.
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