— 3eMu XycIieB BOMAYT B cocTaB Benukoit FOH, OyayT pa3pmeneHb Ha OKpyTa U ye3msl U OyAyT
CIenoBaTh rOCyAapCTBeHHOU nonuTuKe. OMHAKO MeXAy XyCllaMU U XaHbIIaMU BCE JXe eCTh pa3Iuyus,
g He CTaHy NPUHYXKIATh XyClleB K MTHOBEHHEIM IIepeMeHaM.

—_— Jla, 3EeMJIK XyCLEB O6I.T.II/IpHBI, OaXKe Tbl He CMOZKeIIb IIOKOPUTE TO, YTO HAaXOOUTCSA K CEBEPY OT Mo-
091...

Xysub Ta#t roBopuit 6e3 ymonky, a Llunas F0i cnyman Mmomya. OHu 6eceoBajiy BCIO HOUb, ¥ XYSHb
Tait pacckasan MHOTOe, BCE 3TO Kacaaoch Oyaylero xycueB. Hu equHOT0 cioBa COXKaJeHUSs, HU
OJIHOTO B3[0Xa.

Korga nactynun paccset, Liunas O ymeén, a Xysab Tait yxke ObIT IbSH U 11e3kaj 6e3 CO3HaHUS.
3aKkphIB IBEPH 3aJ1a, OH B3TJISHYJI Ha BOCXOAsIee COJIHIle ¥ UCKPeHHe ouyBCcTBOBas, yTo Hebo
MPOHUYHO, a cynb0a HecllpaBeIuBa.

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, — Tux0 Boién JIlu XaHb, He IOOHUMAS T'OJIOBEI, — XysHb Tall COBEPIINT
caMoyOHuHCTRO.

Msarko nonoxus KUcTh, Lluae FOU nogHsAn B34 U YBULET BEIUYECTBEHHBIY 3aKaT, KPaCHBIU U
sapkuid. OH BOPYT BCTaI U BHILLIEI.

— Crnepy¥ 3a MHOM.

K 1ory ot ropoga XysHb 6eCKpaliHss IYCTHIHS y2Ke IIOKPBIJIach 3eJ1eHbl0. JIETKUHM BeTepoK OoJbllle He
IIOJHYMAJI IIBIJIb, @ BMECTO 3TOr0, CMEIINBAsICh C apOMaTOM TpPaB, IPUHOCUIT YYBCTBO
YMUPOTBOPEHUS.

CorHIle, KacasiCh 3eMJIHM, BOT-BOT CKPHUIOCH 3a TOPU30HTOM. JIu XaHb OTJIsIEeNCs, XKejast yTOBOPUTD
UMIIepPaTopa, KOTOPHIM MYaJICs BIIEPEM, HO TOT BBITJISIEI XOJI0OHEIM ¥ HEIIPEKIIOHHEIM, U OBIJIO SICHO,
YTO CJIOBA YOeXKOEeHUS He IMOOeHCTBYIOT.

Heb60 moTeMHe0, ¥ B BO3AyXe MOYYBCTBOBAIACH Mpoxiaaa. Lluus i mioTHee yKyTaics B IIAIl,
IIOCMOTPEJT Ha MJafeHIla B CBOMX PYKaxX, KOTOPBIM CITajl CIIOKOMHO, CJIOBHO HEe YYBCTBYS TPSICKM Ha
CIiHe KOoHs. [TogHSB B3I BIIEPEN, OH YBUEII BIajieKe HeCKOIbKO YEPHHIX TOUEK, TOX0XKHUX Ha
moMa. YKPHIB IIJIAI[OM OT XOJIOOHOTO BETPA, OH YCKOPUJICS U HAIIPpaBUJICS Ty[a.

— Tcc... — Coiigsa ¢ 6oeBoro KoHs, Llunab O, mepxka pe6€HKa, ocTaHOBUII JIu XaHs ¥ IOIIEN K ToMaM
y IMOOHOXKHUS TOPHL.

He60 cTano HaCTONBKO TEMHEIM, YTO yKe He OBUI0 BULHO yTofei. OH 0CTaHOBUIICS 3a 3a00poM,
BHUMATEIFHO OCMOTPEJICS ¥ 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO 3TO IOM XaHbCKOU ceMbH. HEMHOT'0 TOpa3MHBIC/IHB,
Lunp FOit momoxkus pebEHKa Ha 3eMJTI0 ¥ CUJIbHO YIIUIIHYJ €T0 3a PYKY.

— Va-a-a...

[Tnay MyapieHIa pa3Heccs B HOUHOM Bo3ayxe. Llunb FOit cpsiTancs y IOOHOXKUS Iophl, Habmonas,
KaK CyIpyecKas 1mapa Bribexkasa, mogHsna pebeHKa, orisigenach BOKPYT U HaKOHEIl BePHYJIach B
IOM.

— [Tommu! — BckouuB Ha KoHS, [luap FOU ymapun KHyTOM U yCKaKall.

Bpart XysiHb, TBOU ChHIH yMep. Tenepb KUBET O€3bIMSIHHBIN CHPOTA.



**B cTaBKe xaHa**

Luus KO# Tonbko uTo Bomien, Korga F0s XyH, cTOABIINI V¥ BXO[la, BHE3AITHO yIajl Ha KOJIEHH.
— Bairte BenndecTBo... MO OTeI] CKOHYAJICS.

Osps... TlomaTHyBIIKXCH, OH onE€pcs Ha pyKy O3 XyHa u cripocuit:

— Korpa?

— [Ia1e gHeU Ha3ap.

— Kx-Kx-KX... — LuHp KO 3aKkamisncs, gpoxalilel pyKou onupasach Ha miaedo KOs XyHa. — ... g
OBEN TeOS... KX-KX... 1!

— Bamme BenmuuecTtBo!! — KO3 XyH C r/1a3aMu, MOJTHEIMY CJI€3, BCKPUKHY ¥ 00HSIIT €T0.

4 momBén Te6s. A He man Tebe U TBOEMY OTIY YBUAEThCS B MOCIIeOHUM pa3. f He TONbKO MOOBEN Teos,
HO U ITO3BOJIMII KEJITHIM ITeCKaM IIYCTHIHU IOTJIOTUTh MHOXKECTBO MIPEJaHHbIX OYII, KOTOPHIE TaK U He
YBUIEIH CBOUX ONM3KHUX IEepPel CMEPTHIO.

B nepsri rop apel 2K3HbB3, B LIeCTOM Mecsle, UMIepaTop npukasail Ban Many, Cys U u 103 Xyny
Pas3meNnuThCS Ha TPU OTPSifia U YHUYTOXKUTE XycleB. Yepe3 MecsI] Bpar Ovll ciioMiieH. XysHb Tai,
y3HaB 00 3TOM, COBEPIINII CaMOyOUICTBO B CBOel cTaBKe. Ero XKeHa M CBIH, YCIIHIIIaB BECTh,
IIOCJIe[0BaIN ero npuMepy. MMmnepaTtop yCTPOUI UM IIBIIHEIE IIOXOPOHEL. B cTONUIle CKOHYancs
repuor YxyHro. Mmmepartop, y3HaB 00 aToM Ha CeBepe, 3aKpryai OT 00U U OTEPSI CO3HAHUE.
Bckope oH BepHyJCS € BolickaMu B CI0aHBYSH.

Beckpalinue 3enéHble MacTOUINA TPOCTUPANIACE 10 TOPU30HTa. BeTep, mpoeTast Hal HEPOBHOM
3eMéH, 3aBbiBas. LluHb FO# cerka mogHS TOJIOBY, U Me3aXK BAAIX MOCTETTEHHO PACIIIBIICS,
CJIMBIIUCEH B OOHY JTHHUIO.

CoenaB nérkuit Boox, Lluae KO momnpaBun miaig ¥ 0TBeN B3rsaa. Kx-KX-KX...

— Barme BenmuuecTBo, gaBaiiTe BepHEMCsi! — Ban M3aH, cTOs psimoM, ¢ 6ECITOKONCTBOM IIOIIBITAJICS
YTEIINTh ero.

Lluns 0¥ He 0TBETHU, ME[JIEHHO IIPUCEB TIEPEN MaleHbKUM Haarpobuem. Hapmuch Ha KaMHe Oblna
IIPOCTOI, HACTOIBKO IIPOCTOM, YTO Ha Hel Oblno nuiub Tpu uepornuda: «Xysup Tai». OH IPOTIHYTT
PYKY U KOCHYJICSI XOJIOODHOTO KaMH4. [leMICTBUTENIbHO, CIUIIKOM XOJIOOHO. [laxke IpKoe COJIHIE He
MOTJIO COTPETH €TO0.

Bpart XysiHb, TH OCTaJCS Ha JIIOOUMBIX TOOOM CTEMSX, a 5 JOJIXKEH BEePHYThCS!

Luns 0¥ omycTtun ronoBy. BeTep npopoixkan OyTh, MPOHKUKAsS CKBO3b €r0 IJIOTHBIY IIJIalll, Yepes
IIeJTd BeJINYeCTBEHHEIX IOCIIEXO0B, IIPSIMO B CepAIIE.

BresamHo Ban M3H yCIbIIIan KaKoR-TO 3BYK, TUXUHU U I'Iyxoi. OH 00epHYJICS ¥ YBUOE, YTO Ha JIUIE
MMIIepaTopa, ONMyIIeHHOM BHU3, 6JIECTENH IBE CIIE3HI.

— Barre Bennuectso...

— Ban M3H, BCE KOHYEHO... KOHUeHo! f... 6ornblie He BepHyCch! — Bce, Koro s 3Has, yiu. M Bpary,
¥ Te, KOTO 5 JIIOOMJI, BCE UCYE3II0.



Huns FOu cxarn ero pyky, u Ban Mass no4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK OHa Apoxajia HeeCTECTBEHHO, CIIOBHO BECh
CTpax M yX&Kac, HaKOIIJIEHHEIE 3a [OJIT'Me rOfbl, BEIPBAIINCH HAPYXKY.

— Bamme BenuuecTtBo... Oeperute cebs! — Ban MaH npousHec riayxo. Y Hero He ObIJIO KPaCUBHIX CJIOB,
HO OH MCKPEeHHe XkKeJlaj, 4To0sl uMiepaTop Oeper ceods.

[Tpo1io HeM3BECTHO CKOJILKO BpeMEeHHM, KOTla YEPHBIN IJTalll CHOBA pa3Besycs. Lluas FO# BcTa,
co6paB Bce CBOM 3MOIIMY ¥ YYBCTBA, ¥ IOIIEI TPOYb, IIar 3@ IIaroM.

Ban M3H HEOTCTYIHO CJIEHOBaj 3a 9TUM CUIydTOM. OH MOMHUJ, KaK B MOCTIEOHUN Pa3 UMIIePaTop
TIJTaKaJsl, KOTHa CKOHYAsIach BIOBCTBYOINAs uMnepaTpuia. Torma KpukK KHs3s AHs pa3HECCs 10 BCeMy
3aiy. Y mocmie 3TOro OH CliefjoBas 3a 3TUM MOJIOOBIM YeJIOBEKOM, ITPOIIENT THICSYH JIH, IEPECEK BCe
ropopa, Ho 00JIbllle HUKOTA He BUAEI, YTOOBI OH IPOPOHUII CIIE3Y.

Barte BenuuecTBo, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 BBl CIIpaBUTECh. Baill ciayra O6ygeT ciiefoBaTh 3a BaMM [I0 KOHIIA.

B mecToM MecsiIie, Korma Tpaba Oblla BEICOKOM, a IITHUIIHI II€JTM, Ha Ka36HHOM TPAKTe K CeBepy OT
CroanbysHa apMmusi CeBepHOM IrpaHMIIE BO3Bpallanack ¢ mobemoii. Mx mocmnexu 6iecTeny, Y4EPHBIE
3HaM€EHa pa3BeBajIUCh Ha BETPY, U3yMPyOHas TpaBa U OeJ0CHEKHbBIE TOPHI BAAIN COCTABIISIN
Be/INYECTBEHHYI0 KapTHHY.

B noBo3Ke, oxpaHsieMOl MHOTOYUCIIEHHBIMU COJIfaTaMy, UMIIepaTop JiexkaJsl, IPUCIOHUBIIKCS.
Psmom, Kak Bcerma, Opi1 UxkyH CuH. BHyTpu BUTal 3amax JIeKapCTB, HO UMIIEPATOP, KOTOPHIH
TIPOBOJUI B 9TOM 3allaxe Iiejible IHU, YKe IPUBHIK K HEMY.

— I'enepan CyH mIpOCUT pa3peleHus MOCTPOUTh TOPOM K BOCTOKY OT XySIHbY3HA, B HU30BbSIX PEKU
JlaHbYHB, @ TAKXKe Pa3feInuTh 3eMJIM XyCLIeB Ha TPU YaCTH C MIOMOIIbI0 MyTo...

Kaninep Cio9, cunst psmoM, oOpoCOBECTHO HOKJIafbIBal O eflaxX Ha 3eMsix xycies. Liuup HOui
CHyIIaj, OMHOBPEMEHHO OCMATPHUBAsi IIOBO3KY. ITOT SKHIIAXK ObLIT CITeIHaTbHO U3TOTOBJIEH 110
IPHUKa3y KaHIiepa nepen oTbe3noM. OH OBITT OTPOMHBEIM, POCKOIITHEIM ¥ HEBEPOSITHO MTPOYHEIM.
Kornma oH BIepBbIe YBHUIEN €T0, TO ObITT IOPaXKEH Ha MIHOBEHHUE.

— Bare BennyecTBo, Kak Bl cuuTaete? — [y Cro3TaH NOOHSI B3TJISAM U YBUAET, YTO UMIIEPATOp
XMYPUTCS, TTISAS Ha Pe3b0y Ha MOTOJIKE.

— Pa3penum Ha 4eThIpe 4acTu. K BOCTOKY OT 3allafHOTO CKJI0Ha rophl L1, B BEPXOBbAX PEKU
JlaHBOYHb, CO3MAAUM 30HY 7S Bbiaca 00eBbIx KOHeW. HUKTO He MOJKeH Tyoa BXOOUTh. YTo
KacaeTcs feTanell U pasfelleHus Ha OKpyra, MyCTh Bel BMecTe ¢ LI3uHb [llyuyxy nogroToBuTe yKas u
IIpefcTaBbTe €ro MHe, — pacnopsaguncsa Lunas HOi.

VimnepaTop He OTBNIEKaJICs, U KaHIYIED, CKPHIB HELOBOILCTBO, IOKJIOHUTICS.
— Ba1 ciyra noBuHyeTCS.

— Kak gemna B ctonuile? — Luab KOt 3aMeTHI HEIOBOILCTBO KaHIUIEPa U BEXKIIMBO CIIPOCHUIL. —
Mapku3s CsH He MPOSBISET aKTUBHOCTHU?

— Het, — nmokauan ronoso# [y Cio9TaH, HO HaXMYPHIICS U J0OaBHII:
— Mapku3s CsH... He IPOSABIAET HUKAKOU aKTUBHOCTU. [Ioxoxke...

— OH yBepeH, UTO 51 HUYEro eMy He cenato, — npopoyzkui Luns FOii, ero B3rnsag usmenumncs. OH



OTKHMHYJICA Ha3ad U IIPOOOJIZKHAII:

— Moii TecTs, rocnoguH FOai1anb, He COBEPIIXTI TIKKHUX NIPECTYIJIEHNH IPOTUB TOCyAapcTBa. YTo
Ke 1 MOTY C HUM COenaTh?

KaHITep KUBHYJI, €T0 JTUI0 CTal0 CephEe3HHIM. HaMepeHus: uMIepaTopa ObIIK SICHE: OH XOTE
HA3HAYMUTh KHA3S AHb HaCJIeOHUKOM mpecTosna. Ho Mapku3 CsH CTOSII Ha IMyTH. MenKue
IIPECTYIIJIEHNUs] He MOTJIH CEPhE3HO MOBIKUATH Ha HETO, a CePhE3HEIE MOTIH HaBPEOUTh KHSI3I0 AHb.
9T0 OB CIIOKHBINA OaaHC.

— Hwuyero ctpamrsoro, — ycrnokoun ero Liwas FO#, BuAst eTo cepbe€3HOCTh. — IIpocTo moTpedyeTcs
Oonbire ycunmuii. Bo3BpalaiiTech 1 OTOOXHUTE.

— Ila, — Oy CioaTaH ITOKa He HAIIEN PelLleHus, ¥ B eT0 CepAlle 3aKpasioch pa3mpaxenue. OH
TIOKJIOHUJICS ¥ YHAJIUIICS.

[Bepb OTKpPEINIACh, ¥ BHYTPH BOPBAJICS CBEXKUY BeTep, MIPUHOCIIINY YyBCTBO o0nerdyenusi. Liuns FOi
MEJIbKOM B3TJISHYII U CJIeTKa U3MEHUJICS B JIUIIE.

— JIu XaHs.
— Bame BennuectBo, — JIu XaHb IIogbexall K IIOBO3KeE.

— 4 yctan. [IycTh apMus 0CTaHOBUTCS Ha 4yac oTpobixa, — LuHb FO# cen u yka3an Ha Ban MaHa
BRaneke. — [IyCTb MOMOMUMET.

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, B BEI3Ba/iM MeHsd, — BaH M3H BcTan y ABepH.

OTKpHIB iBepb, LIuns FOii BhILIET HA 3€MJTIO, OTJISIAENICS U MOTSIHYJICS. DKUMIAXK OBIZT POCKOIIHLIM U
yIOOHBIM, HO TPOBOIUTE B HEM IlejIble JHU OBITI0O HACTOSIIEH MEITKOM.

— IIpoiigémcs co MHOI.
— Ja, — reHepasn BaH HEMHOTO YAUBUIICS, HO OBICTPO IIOCTIEN0BAJI 38 UMIIEPaTOPOM.

Y nogHOXM4 ropel Ly Ban MaH nopHsI B3I/ Ha XOJIOOHYI0 CHEXXKHYIO BEPIINHY, 3aTeM II0CMOTpel
Ha uMIeparopa Bnepegu. Ero rycteie 6poBY HaXMypHUJIUCh, ¥ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE 3TO OBIIO
HeIlPaBUILHO.

— Bare...

— I[NogHuUMeMcs Ha ropy, — npepsan ero Lunb KO 1 cpa3y ke cpenaj mar BIEpE].

— ... — I'ernepan BaH ¢ Mpa4yHBEIM IUIOM IIOCTIEeOOBal 3a HUM. — [la.

ABTOpPCKOe NpuMedaHue: ManeHbKUY MPUHI XyclieB ymep. OH OblT 60j1€€ BETUKOTYIIHBIM U

aMOMITMO3HBEIM, YeM TJIaBHAIM T'epOl, HO B KOHIIE KOHITOB ORI IOTPEeOEH IO XKENTHIMHU ITeCKAMH.
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