B otpoensHOM KabuHeTe JInHb BaHb()IH TOIBKO YTO BOIIEN, KakK Ciod LISHBITHDL BCTala, YOUBIEHHO
T Ha Hero. Bo-mepBeix, OpaTen ®3H HaBHO He 3aXOIUJT HA MOCTOSIJIBIM IBOP, @ BO-BTOPHIX, B 3TO
BpEMsI OH OOBIYHO OTHBIXAJI.

— Bbpaten ®3H, noueMy He JoMa OTHbIXaelllb? — OHA B3sJla ero Iall.

— He mory ycuyTb, — JIuHb Baub(®aH ces, Kak 00RIYHO, YCTABUBIIKUCH HA YIIUIY. — JTOT HOK[Ib
CIUIIKOM OECIIOKOUT.

Xe-xe... C105 LIgaHbLISTHD YCMEXHYJIAaCh, BCTAJla X CKa3dJIa:

— CeCTpI/IHa XYH TOJIBKO 9TO T'OBOPHJIA, YTO B TAKYyIO IIOTOOY HEKYyIOad IIOMTH, TaK YTO JIy4iie 3aKPBITh
JIaBKY 4 BBEIIIUTD. ThI Kak pa3 l'IpI/II.T.IéJ'[, S IIO30BY HX.

Jlurb Baub(daH X0TEN 0CTAaHOBUTH €€, HO Ci03 LISHBLSHB yKe crycTuiIack BHU3. OH momyMarn
HEMHOTO ¥ OCTAJICS CHUETh Ha MecCTe.

Bckope mputtu 6parten Xy u ®yuias. Ciiyra IpUCMOTPEN 3a JIaBKOH, @ OHU COOPAKCh 3[ECh,
HaCIaXkAasiCh TETKUM JOXKOEM ¥ YKPaAeHHbHIM BpeMEeHEM OTHhIXa.

‘Iepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMs JINIla BCEX CJIETKA IIOKPACHEJIN OT BHMHA. OnHu cMestnuch U OOITAIH O
IIOBCETHEBHEIX eJIaX, CTapasiaCh n30eraTh TEMHI IIECTOT0 rocrmonuHa bas. He To 4ToO® OHU He
IepezxunuBajii 3a Hero, IIPOCTO TOT OBITT DAJIEKO, a 9TOT — pAnooM, 1, KaK rOBOpHJla CECTPHILA XYH,
IIyCTh MapPIIKUBEI] CaM II02KaJleeT.

— A rme Xy-3p? — maBHO He BUMEIUCH, U Ha Nulle JInHb BaHb(aHa MOSBUIACH YIHIOKA.
LIsHBISTHD B3siTa YamKy OyirsHa, monpoboBasia BUHA, TOMOPIIUIIAChE U CKa3aja:
— 2Ky-9p 3a HUM IPHCMATPUBAET, Ia U CIyTa eCTh, BCE B MOPSIKE.

— XKy-ap yxe nmomoraet? A Korpma xke Mot HaUHET? — DYII9H YCMEXHYIICS, IO XMeJeM
Pa3roBOPUBIIUCE.

— Ckopo, — cecTpulia XyH MogHsiia OpOBb, MaxHYB PyKO#. — HECKObKO JTIeT — ¥ BCE U3MEHHUTCS.
IeTu pacTyT Tak OBICTPO, KAXKIKIN IeHb HOBBIE U3MEHEHHUSI.

— Cecrputia XyH, — JIuHb BaHb(hoH yIBIOHYICS, TS0 Ha HEe€, — KaK MOXKHO TaK TOBOPUTH O CBOEM
pebéHke?

Bpaten Xy cunen psimoM, TS Ha pyMsSHOe JIUI0 CeCTPULbl XyH, ¥ IPOCTO YIIbI0aCs, CJIOBHO HE
CJIBIIIA, YTO €T0 XKeHa TOBOpUT. JInHb BaHb(h3H IIOCMOTPEN Ha HUX, OIYCTHU B3TJIA[ Ha CBOIO YAllKy U
BIPYT 3aMoT4arl.

— CKOpO BBl CaMU ITOMMETE, KaK ORICTPO JIETUT BPeMSs, — CeCcTpulla XyH C BUIOM CTapoy MyOpOi
JKEHIIWHB MHOT03HAYUTEIbHO TOCMOTPeIa Ha JIuub BanbdaHa.

OHa NOoKUHYa NPOLIILIY «IIOCTOAJIBIYA IBOP» YXKe CeEMb-BOCEMb JIeT Ha3an. CMmepTs Hio @34 Ka3anach
BUepalllHUM JHEM, HO BOT yKe 2Ky-3p BEHIPOCIa, IIeCTOU rocrnoguH bay gaBHO ymen. Y CKONBKO elne
OHEW MOXKHO TaK MPOBOOUTH?

JIuub Baub(3H cugen y oKkHa, He IPOU3HOCS HYU cloBa. bparel Xy, I/sis Ha CBOIO XKeHY, BOPYT
mofimepxKan eé:



— [la, 3a mecaTs neT B LI3iHbe CMEHUIIOCh CTOJIBKO HMMIIEPATOPOB.

I71s1 MECTHBIX JXKUTeJIel, JKUBYIIUX B 3eMJISIX Y, 3T0 ObIJI0 0coOGeHHO 3aMeTHO. OHU BUEeNH, Kak 1Morub
ITYMHBIN KHSI3b Y, IPUIIEN KHSA3b L[3uHb, a 3aTeM KHS3b LI3uHb ToxKe morud, u LI3ssHbe IpU3HA0
MaJiojieTHero uMneparopa. Ho Bckope MuHbBI03 BEpHYIACh, ¥ 30€Ch CHOBA CTaJl IPaBUTh UMIIEPATOP
Munryas.

VimmepaTop MuHTyaH ObIIT CXBaueH BO BpeMsi CeBEpHOT0 m0oxXoaa, KHs3b FOU mpaBuil OBa OHS, HO €T0
OBICTPO CBEPr MapKu3 AHBOWH, ¥ TOTHA BJIaCTh CHOBA CMEHMIach. Bockpeciwii KH3b LI3WHB CcTal
MMIIEPATOPOM, TaK 4YTO KUTENIXA BOKPYT LI3sHbE MPUBHLIKIIA K TOMY, YTO UMIIEPATOPHl ¥ T€HEPaIbl
CMEHSIOTCS CIIMIIKOM OBICTPO.

Oyman 3abpan yamky y Cios LIgHBISIHD, lepXKa e€ B pyKax, CKa3aJl C yJIbIOKOM:
— BOT u CIBIIIIHO, YTO CKOPO CHOBA CMEHUTCS UMIIEPATOP.

— [Mouemy? — cupocun Jluas BarsdhaH.

Cectpuiia XyH THXO 3acMesach U CKa3ajla eMy:

— Trl ke oTTopoausics oT Mupa. HoBbIl ©MIIepaTop moTepmen Heyaauy B CeBepHOM OXOfe, U B
CTONHIE cefyac apuT aHUKa.

Ona BcrioMHUJa Ban Opa, KOTOPHIH TI00UTT Y3HaBaTh TaKue HOBOCTH, U YIBIOHYIACh.
JInabs BaHb(9H APOTHY, CHOBa IIOCMOTpPEIT B OKHO X 3aMOJTdall.

YeTBEepo 0KUBJIEHHO O0ITANIM, HUKTO HE 3aMETHUJI ero HacTpoeHus. Ciod LISHBISHD CHUOela PSIIOM C
HUM U CIIPOCHJIA:

— Kro OymeT crnenyomuM UMIepaTopom?

— T'oBopsT, KHA3b AHb, — 0TBEeTUJI OYIII3H.

— Ho kHs3b AHB He CHIH UMIIepaTopa... — IIpobopmoTan Oparern Xy.
Cectpuria XyH 3acMesiiach, IOKOCHBIINCH Ha HETO:

— ¥V umnepaTopa BooOIIe HeT CHIHOBEH.

IToka HET BOMHEI, BCE 3TH IIePEMEHBI — IIPOCTO IIOBOJ IJIS ITYTOK. JInHL BaHb()aH CMOTpPeEI Ha BCE
6omnee xmypoe He0O, YTOIKH ero Iyl OmyCTHIIUCS.

— Ecnu 0wl 51 He 3Han Te0s, Baii, 3T0 OBI10 OB IPOCTO IIYTKOM.

— Bparen ®3H, uTo TH cKa3an? — Cio9 L[SHbLSIHE yCIbilaia ero 60pMoTaHue, IOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY.
— Huuero, — JIunab BanbdsH BCTan, B34 miail. — { IbsSH, IOUAY TOMOM.

— 4 npoBoxy Tebs, — CKa3ajia cecTpulia XyH ¥ IIollja C HUM BHU3.

3a BephIo MOoXKOb cTall crnabee. JInab BanbGhaH 3acTerHyI Miialll, TOCMOTPeIT Ha TPOX0XKKUX Ha yIIHIle
Y TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI MTOMPOLIATHCH.



— Cecrpuna XyH, B IOoC/IeqHee BpeMs 5 BEN ce0s1 HETIPaBUIIbHO, IIPOIITY IIPOIIEHUS.

— Ila s u He cepXKych Ha Te0s1, — cecTpulla XyH yCMEXHYyJach, a 3aTeM BAPYT CKa3aja:
— Illecroit rocnonud bat Ha CeBepHOU rpaHuIe?

— OTKypa THl 3Haemb? — JInHb BaHb()3H pe3KO 0CTaHOBUIICH.

Cectpuna XyH yCMexHYyJack, He 0TBedasi. OHa CIIMIIKOM JOJITO Obl/Ia B 9TOM MHPE, ¥ TO, UTO APyTHe
He 3aMedvasiy, OHa BHUfea.

— OH cnyxuTt B apMuu Ha CeBepe? — OHa CIpOCHJIa BMECTO OTBETA.
Jluub BaubdaH Konebancs, 3aTeM KUBHYIL:
— MOXKHO CKa3arTk.

— Bot moyeMy THI He moexajl B CTONIUIY, TeIleph U TeOs 9TO He KOCHETCS, — cecTpulla XyH Opocuma
3TO ¥ IIOBEPHYJIACh, YTOOBI YHATH.

Ho JIunbs BanbhaH 3aMep, CXBATUII €€ 3a PYKY:
— YTO0 TH UMeelIb B BUAY?
— A 410 TH IyMaelIs? — cecTpulia XyH IOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero M yIiia.

Korpga ona Oniyta Mooxe, OHa Imo6ObiBasia Ha CeBepHOM rpaHulle, BUeIa CyPOBble MOPO3EL U
CBUPETOCTh XycleB. Eciu mecTo rocrofut bait [eficTBUTENBHO MOMIEN TyAa PANOBEIM COIIaTOM,
TO, CKOpee Bcero, morubHeT. TeM 0ojiee YTO HOBBIM UMIIEPATOP YIayOuncs B ux 3eMiu. CKOJIBKO
JIIOJIeX CMOTYT BEPHYTHCS U3 MYCTHIHU?

CeBepHbIE 3eMIN

Luus KO# yBupmen coH. B HEM 0H cTasl 04eHb CTapHIM, C IJIMHHOM Oeroit 6opopoii. [Tepen HUM Bcerga
OBLII0 HECKOIBKO (PUTYP, MATKO Ha3hIBABIIMX €T0 10 uMeHU. OH U30 BCEX CHUJI MBITAJICS PA3TIsgeTh
UX, HO ero 3peHue MOIBOMHIIO.

Kto xe 3T0? [T03BONTHL MHE YBUOETH!
— Bame BenuuectBo, — [y Cio3TaH cUfen y ero KpoBaTH, TUXO Ha3klBas €ro.

CMyTHBIN B3I ITOCTENIeHHO nposicHumncs. Lluas FO# mocMoTpen Ha 4ejioBeKa Iepen co0ou 1
YIIBIOHYJICS:

— C t000it BCE B mopsimKe?

— Bcé B mopsimke, — [y CioaTaH OIyCTHU TOJIOBY, 3aMeTHUB YNIBIOKY Ha ero rybax, u ciierka
HEeJ0OBOJIHO CKa3all:

— Batre BenmnyecTBO CHOBa He IIOCIIyIIajl COBETOB.
— Bepno, — ynwi6ka crana mupe. [{uab KOt cMOTpen Ha ero MSIrKue 4epTHl JIuIa:

— 4 OBInT Hempas.



Bripaxenue [y CioaTaHa U3MEHHUIIOCH, €T0 B3T/ISAMA CKONb3HYJI BHU3:

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo He MOXKET OBITh HETTpaBLIM. ITO JIu XaHb He CMOT 3allIMTUTh Bac.
— MHe He HyXHO U3BUHATLCA nepen JIu Xanewm.

Iy CroaTaH OTKpELI poT, HO LluHp FOU He man eMy 3apmaTh BOIIPOC, IPEPBasB:

— Tl TOXe [efCTBOBAJI CAaMOBOJIbHO, HO HAllla apMus ofepKaia mobemy, ¥ 9TO TBOS 3aciyra. Te He
BHHOBAT, HO...

— 4 toxe ommubest, — [y CioaTaH HaKOHEI] CJIerka YIIbIOHYIICS:

— IIpocture.

— Kanumep, Yxyn CUH IPUIIETT OCMOTPETh UMIIEpaTopa, — ronoc JIiu XaHs pa3galics 3a IIaTpoM.
— Bouigute, — Iy CioaTaH cobpasicsi, CIIOKOWHO OTBETHIIL.

Yxxyr CHH MeJIEHHO BOIIEN, YBUAET, YTO UMIIEPATOP yKe IIPOCHYJICS, Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMep, a 3aTeM
C PAIOCTHIO MTOMOILIETT:

— Baime BennuecTBo, Kak BH ce0s1 4yBCTByeTe?

Luup KOt mocMoTpen Ha HETo COOKY:

— Bceé B mopsgxke.

— Hebeca xpaHST ©MIIepaTopa, I cervac IPUTOTOBIIIO 1eKapCTBO, — YkKyH CUH ITOCIEIIHO BHIIIE]T.
Iy CioataH cMOTpeJ1, KaK OH YXONUT, He 000paunBasiCh, MeJJIEHHO BCTa/l U TOKJIOHUJICS:

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, Oeperute cels, S OTKIaHUBAIOCh.

— Bbnaropapio Bac, — Llunab FOii ToOXe CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUIL.

Kanmyiep ymeén, matep norpysusncs B TumuHy. Luas Ot cMoTpen Ha 3eJIEHBIN IIOJIOT, MEIJIEHHO
3aKpHI I'71a3a, IEITasICh BEPHYTHCS B TOT COH. XOTSI OH HE MOT Pa3TISOeTh JINIla, 9TO YYBCTBO OBIIIO
TaKUM TEIIJIEIM.

[TycTeins. BoiiHa nmpuiliia He BOBpeMsi. BoeBble KOHYU BBHITONTANIA TOJIBKO YTO MPOOUBIIYIOCS TPaBY,
OCTaBUB IOy 3eMtt0. CeBepHHI BeTeP MOAHUMAI KITyOH! TIBUIH.

LuHb HO# cTosin I1o3agu necyaHou 6ypI/I, TIA0s Ha PAa3MBITBIE O9E€PTAaHUA IOPOaa. XYSIHL CTall
HAMHOI'O BeJIn4YeCTBEHHEE, YEM DAHBIIIE, Y2KE IIOKA3bIBAAd BEJINUNE HMHepCKOﬁ ctonuubl. Ho B Mupe
He MOXeT OBITh AOBYX CTOJIMII.

Kamens nmopctynun k ropny, Ho Lluas KO coepkan ero, OTBEN B3rfisad U BMecTe ¢ JIu XaHeM
BEPHYJICA B Jlarepb.

OH cnviman o coObITUSAX B cToNUie. OH BepUsI, YTO rOCIIOAXH YKao CMOKET yoepKaTbh MapKu3a
Csina. Uto Kacaetcs LI3siHb-9pa... y HETO yxKe ObLJI IJIaH.

B miaTpe YxkyH CuH npoBepsn ero nmynbc. LHuab FOU 0TKUHYJICSA Ha KOPOTKOE JIOXKE, 3aKPHIB IJ1a3a.



— Bame BenuuecTBo, KaHIIep MPOCUT ayIUeHLINH.

Huns KO MaxHyn pyKoi, faBasi 3HakK UYKyH CHHY, OTKDBUI I'/la3a ¥ IIOCMOTpPEIT Ha OBEPb:
— IIycTh BOMOET.

— Bam cnyra npuBeTCTBYeT UMIlepaTopa.

— Kak ¢ npogoBoibCTBUEM?

— Tl'enepan K03 muyHO compoBoxkmaeT 0603, Barre BenuuecTBo MoxkeTe He 6€CIIOKOUTHCS, — Iy
CroaTaH cjierka moKJIOHUJICS.

— JTa THICAYA JIU MYCTHIHU OT/IMYAETCS OT 3HAKOMBIX HaM I'op U pek. KoHHUIIa XyCIIeB MOSIBIISIETCS U
ucyesaet 0e3 cnena, 6ymbTe ocTopoxkHE, — LuHb KO mpemynpenut.

— Cnymatocs, — Iy CrosTaH CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY.
— ¥V Bac ecTs emé uTo cka3aTh? — L{unb FO¥ mocMOTpen Ha Hero, 3aMeTUB ero KojiebaHue.
Iy CroaTaH KUBHYII, TJIIO5 Ha HETO:

— 4 npepmnaraio HauyaTh MUPHBIE TIEPETOBOPHI ¢ XysiHb TalieM. Eciu XycIipl Ipu3HaiT ceds
BaccajgaMu u OyoyT IIaTUTh OaHb, MBI OTCTyIUM K CI0aHbY9HY.

Xe-xe... Lunp IOu BAPYT 3acMesisics, TTIsigd Ha HETO:

— Kasiiep, 4To 3acTaBUJIO BaC U3MEHUTh MHeHUEe? PaHbIlle Bbl OBIIN «IIOKOPHBIM CIIYTOM».
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